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To HIS. GRACE 
7 A M E CY 
DUKE of CHANDOS 


BEG "INN to 8 to * 
Grace's Protection The Hiſtory of 
 Hegnan CoxTas, the Fortunate 
"_w ee of the Mexican Empire, 


Tur Diſcovery 0 Cd of that new 
World have enriched England with no ſmall 
Share of the Wealth of it; which makes it a 
Point of Gratitude in Behalf of my Country 
to publiſh the Actions of this Hero, and ren- 
ders him til} more worthy of Your Grace's 
Patronage. 
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I HALL decline entering on * Subject of 


thoſe Virtues and diſtinguiſhing Qualities which 
have ſhewn themſelves ſo eminently in Your 
Grace, and engaged the Love and Eſteem of 
all pool Men. May You long l live the Orna- 
ment of Vour Country | And permit me the 


My LORD, 
Nur Graces 
Moft Obedient, 4 Ro - 
And moſt Faithful 
FHulable Serbalt, 


he? 


THE 


PREFACE: 


HE Conqueſt of Mzx1co is one of the 
greateſt Subjects in all Hiſtory: It leads 


us through Variety of important Tj ranſ- 
ackions to the Overthrow of a vaſt Empire, at- 
chieved by a Handful ef Men under the Conduct 
of HERNAN CoRTEs, who added this in- 
eſtimable Feuel to the Crown of Spain in tbe 
Time of CHARLES V. 


WnorxvzR will confider the Difficulties he 
overcame, and the Battles he fought and won 
againſt an incredible Superiority of Numbers, 
muſt own him little inferior to the moſt celebrated 
Heroes of Antrquiiy. 


His H ifory has been written by 8 pu 
thors, and particularly by Franciſco Lopez de 
| Gomara, Antonio de Herrera, and Bernal Diaz 
del Caſtillo; who either took Things too much 
upon Truſt, or were prejudiced againſt him: But 
at length the Learned 8011s, by erecting this 
Trophy fo his Honour, diſcharged the Debt due 
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PREFACE. 


from the Spaniſh Nation to the Menory of fo 


illaſtrious 4 Conqueror. 


Tu great Actions of Cox TES, and the 
elegant Pen of SoL1s, were the chief Moti ves 
that induced me to make bim Engliſh: To which 
may be added, that Sir Paul Rycaut having tranſ- 
lated the Conqueſt of Peru from Garcillaſſo de 


la Vega, Inca, my preſent Work compleats the Di}- 


covery and Conqueſt of the American Continent. 


Axp notwithſlanding what has been written 
by ſome concerning the Simplicity and Nakeadneſs 
of the Indians, it is plain from the Hiſtory of 
So11s, and contributes not a little to the Glory 
of CoRTEs, that he engaged numerous Armies, 
which wanted neither Courage, Conduct, nor 
offenfrve Weapons: And though ſome Things in 
the enſuing Hiſtory may appear fabulous, it is 
nevertheleſs certain, that Co RTEs really per- 
formed more than Plattery has invented of others. 


THe Tranſlation was the Employment of my 
lei ſure Hours in Country Quarters, in the King- 
dom of Ireland: How well I have ſucceeded, is 
humbly ſubmitted to the Judgment of the Reader. 
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C-H AP. 15 


Shewing the NRekssirx of Dividing the 
HISTORY of the Indies into . different 
Parts, in order to 4 thorough e 


.it. 


T was my Intention, for FI Time, to con- 
| tinue the General Hiſtory of the Was Invizs,. 
left: by Antonio de Herrera in the Year 1554. 
And while I perſiſted in. this bold Deſign, (the Dif- 
ficulties of which did not ſoon appear) I read, and 
carefully obſery*d, what: both before and ſince his 
Decades had been written by our own Countrymen, 
or by Strangers, relating to thoſe Diſcoveries and 
Conqueſts. But as the Regions of that new World 
are at ſo great a Diſtance from our Hemiſphere, I 
found that the foreign Writers had been very daring, 
and no leſs malicious, to invent whatſoever they 
pleas'd to the * of the Spaniards; ſpend- 
Vol. I. B ing 


ee 
e = 


1 = n 


o on 


3 8 The His TORY of the Book T. 


ing whole Volumes in blaming the Miſtakes of ſome 
particular Men, in order to darken the Glory of 


the worthy Actions perform'd by All in common. 


I obſerv*d likewiſe, that there was but little Uni- 
formity and Agreement in the Accounts given by 
our own Writers: A remarkable Inſtance of that 
ordinary Danger to which Truth is expoſed, w * 
ſeldom fails to be disfigur'd when tranſmitted 
afar; as indeed every Thing, in Proportion as it is. 
carried from its Source; loſes of its natives Purity. 
Tux Obligation I was under to dif] Yrove the for- 
mer, and the Deſire, I had of reconcil 8 the latter, 


- detain'd ne in the Search of Papefs, ind Memoirs 


which might ſerve as a Foundation to my Work: 
An inglorious Kind of Labour! our Time and our 


Application being ſpent in Obſcurity, and unſeen. 
by the World: A Labour, however, from which 


no Hiſtorian can be e mpted; becauſe he is to 
draw the Truth, pure and unmix'd, which is the 
very Soul of Hiſtory, out of that confug'd Medley 
of differing Accounts; the Care of an Author in 
this' reſpect reſembling that of an Architect, who, 
before he begins to build, firſt heaps together his 
Materials, and then from that Ts Maſs takes 
every Thing neceſſary to the Execution of his De- 
ſign, drawing out by little and little from the Duft 
and Confuſion of the Storehouſe the Beauties and 
Proportions of the Buildi | 

But when, furniſh'd wich good Materials, Tame 
to put my Deſign in Execution, I found that a Ge- 
neral Hiſtory takes in ſo great a Number of Facts 


independent. upon each other, that I thought it lit- 


tle leſs than impoſſible to bring them together with- 
out Confuſion; a Difficulty, perhaps, ariſing from 
my want of Capacity. The Hiſtory of the Indies 


has for it's Ground-work three great Actions, ſuch - 


as 5 vie with the greateſt that 2 Ages have 
5 ſeen: 
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feen: The Exploits of Chriftopher Colombus, in his 
admirable Navigation and firſt Enterprizes upon the 
New World; the Courage and Conduct of Hernan 
Cortez in the Cons ueſt of New Spain, the Bounds 

of whoſe vaſt Regions are ſtill unknown; 5 and the 
Labour of Franciſco Pizarro, and of his Succeſ- 
ſors, who ſubdued that, moſt, extenſive Etopire of 
South America, a. Theatre of various Tragedic ies and 
ſurprizing Novelties. Theſe are three Subjects for, 
great Hiſtories, which, abounding with illutrious 
Atchievements and wonderful Accidents of both 
Kinds of Fortune, furniſh Matter worthy of out. 
Annals, an agreeable Entertainment for the Me- 


mory, and uſeful Examples to improve our Minds, 


and excite our Courage. But as in the General Hi- 

ſtory of the Indies theſe three Subjects are blended 

5 and each of them in particular, with an 

nite Number of leſs conſiderable Enterprizes, it 

is no eaſy Matter to reduce them to the Connexion 

| of one fin le Narration, nor to obſerve the due 

Order of Time, without interrupting, and even fre- 

quently rending to Pieces the principal Story, by a 
Detail of Circumſtances. 


Taz Maſters of the Art, who have given the | 


Name of Tran/ition to that Step which an Hiſto- 
rian makes from one Event to another, require ſo 
juſt a Proportion to be obſery*d between the Parts 
and the Whole, that the Body of the Hiſtory may 
neither appear monſtrous by a Superfluity of Mem- 
bers, nor yet fail to have all thoſe which are neceſ- 
ſary to preſerve a beautiful Variety; but according 
to their Precepts, the joining of theſe Parts muſt 


be ſo nicely wrought, that no Eye may diſcern the | 


Texture; nor muſt the Things be ſo different as to 
be unlike. or to make a Confuſion. And this deli- 
cate Skill of interweaving Events in ſuch a Manner, 
that they may not appear Digreſſions one from an- 

2 | other, 
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other, is the greateſt Difficulty to an Hiſtorian : For 
if when we are to reſume a Matter we had dropp'd, 
we recapitulate many of its Circumſtances, we in- 
evitably fall into the Inconvenience of Repetition 
and Prolixity; and if, on the other hand, we neg- 
lect to do it, our Style becomes unconnected and 
obſcure: Vices which muſt equally be avoided, be- 
cauſe they ruin the beſt Performances of an Author. 
Tais Danger, common to all General Hiſtories, 
is greater and almoſt unavoidable in ours: For the 
Weſt. Indies conſiſt of two Empires of very great 
Extent; each of which contains an Infinity of Pro- 
vinces, and innumerable Iſlands. Within theſe Li- 
mits reign'd divers petty Kings, or Caciques; ſome 
of them Dependent, and Tributaries to the two 
Emperors of Mexico and Peru; the reſt were ſecur'd 
in their Freedom by the Diſtance of their Situation. 
All theſe Provinces, or little Kingdoms, were ſo 
many ſeveral Conqueſts by different Conquerors: 
Many Enterprizes were form'd at one and the ſame 
Time, all under brave Captains, tho? little known. , 
They conducted ſome Troops of Soldiers, and theſe 
Troops were ſtiled Armies; not without ſome Sher 
of Reaſon, if we conſider the Greatneſs of their 
Deſigns, and their Succeſs in the Execution. Many 
Battles were fought in theſe Expeditions with ſome 
Princes, and in ſome Provinces and Places, the - 
Names of which were difficult not only to be re- 
member'd, but even to be pronounced: So that 
hence aroſe frequent and obſcure Tranſitions in the 
Hiſtory of thoſe Exploits, and the Abundance of 
the Matter, perplex'd the Narration; the Hiſtorian | 
being obliged frequently to leave and to reſume the 
leſs important Adventures, and the Reader to turn 
back to thoſe he had left in Suſpence, or to keep 
his Memory upon a continual Stretch. 


I vo 
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I Do not deny, but thar Antonio de Herrera, a 
very careful Writer, (whom I not only ſhall endea- 
vour to follow, but would gladly imitate,) has la- 
bour'd with great Succeſs in the difficult Taſk he 
had choſen of a General Hiſtory : Nevertheleſs, I 
do not find all that Perſpicuity in his Decades which 
was neceſſary to. make them be underſtood : Nor 
was it poſſible for him to be more clear, having 
ſuch a Multitude of Adventures to relate, and be- 
ing obliged ſo often to quit and to reſume them as 
the Order and Succeſſion of Times requir'd. 


es 


_—e 


CRAFT: x, 


The Reaſons which engag'd the Author to write 
a ſeparate Hiſtory of North America, or 


NEW SPAIN, 60 


| M* Deſign is to recover the Hiſtory of New 

Spain out of this Labyrinth and Obſcurity, 
in order to write it ſeparately, placing it, as well as 
J am able, in ſuch a Light, that the Mind of the 


Reader may be ſtruck by the Wonderful, without 
being ſhock*d, and inſtructed by the Uſeful, with- 


out being diſguſted. I have choſen this Subject 


out of the Three which I have mention'd, becauſe. 


the Exploits of Chriſtopher Colombus, and the firſt 


Conqueſts of the Iſlands, and of Darien, not being 


intermixed with any other Adventures, are happily 
and diſtinctly related in the firſt and ſecond Decades 
of Antonio de Herrera, And as for the Hiſtory of 
Peru, it is to be met with apart in two Tomes, 
written by the Inga Garcilaſo, an Author ſo exact 
in his Accounts, and ſo ſmooth and agreeable in his 


Style, (according to the Elegance of his Time,) 


B 3 that 
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that 1 ſhould blame any Man as too ambitious, who 

ſhould attempt to excel him, and give great En: 

comiums to whoſoever could imitate him in proſe; 

cuting that Hiſtory. But New Spain either is with: 

out a iſtory which deſeryes that Name, or ſtands 

e E, of a Defence againſt the Reproaches of 
oſterity. 

Hanel Lopez de Gomara is the firſt who has 
treated this Subject; but without any Care or Exact: 
neſs. He relates what he has been told, and affirms 
it with an exceſſive Credulity . depending as much 
upon what he has heard, as if he had been an Eye- 
witneſs of the Facts; and finding no Difficulty i in 
Things improbable, nor Repugnance i in Things im- 
poſſible. | 

Tn1s Author is followed by Autonio de Herrera, 
both in Time, and in ſome Part of his Accounts, 
and after him comes Bartholomt Leonardo de Argen- 
ſola, who has fallen into the ſame Faults with Her- 


4 „ 


fo is LE ſo often be and e * = 


or 11 0 Jet b the Di . er may be 2 — 
by his Hi ifory. 5 5 * Ne 
© Turme has ſince come 8 articular Hi- 
Fs of. New Spain, a Poſthumous \ a of Bernal 
Diaz del Gaftillo. It was brought to Light by a 
Monk of the Order of our Lady of Ta I ced, he 
haying found the Manuſcript in EE Library of a 
great and: learned Miniſter, where it had lain con- 
Feats d for many Years, Fre on account 11 ſome 

ncon- 
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Inconveniences which, at the Time of the printing 
it, were either overlook*d, or unknown. It paſſes 
at preſent for an authentick Hiſtory, its rough and 
unpoliſh*d Style helping it to look like Truth, and 
to perſuade ſome Readers of the Sincerity of its 
Author. But though he has the Advantage of 
having been an Eye-witneſs of thofe Things he has 
recorded, one may nevertheleſs diſcover, from his 
very Work, that he was not ſo free from Paſſion in 
his Views, as to have the right Government of his 
Pen: He appears as well ſatisfied with his Inge- 
nuity, as ill content with his Fortune; Envy and 
Ambition openly ſhew themſelves in many Parts of 
his Book, theſe two intemperate Paſſions frequently 
breaking forth in Complaints againſt Hernan Cortez, 
the principal Hero of this Hiſtory. He endeavours 
to penetrate his Deſigns, that he may throw a Slur 
upon, and correct his Counſels ; oftentimes giving 
out as infallible Rules for Conduct not the Orders 
of his General, and the Diſpoſitions made by him, 
but the Murmurs and Mutterings of the Soldiers; 
although in this Profeſſion there are as many ſtupid 
ignorant Creatures as elſewhere ; and in all Profeſ- 
ſions it is equally dangerous to ſuffer thoſe to diſ- 
pute, who are born only to ober. 
Tuxsx are the Motives which have engaged me 
to enter upon this Subject, endeavouring to clear it 
from the Obſcurity in which it is involved, and to 
do Juſtice to injured Truth. I ſhalt take Help from 
thoſe Authors I have cited, upon all Occaſions 
where I ſhall have no reaſonable Ground to differ 
from them; and I ſhall have recourſe to other Ac- 
counts, and private Memoirs, which I have col- 
lected, impartially chufing thoſe which are moſt 
worthy of Credit, for the forming of my Relation. 
I ſhall endeavour to avoid Repetitions, and the 
mentioning of ſuch Things as ought to be ſup- 
A ; B 4 EE poſed 3 
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ſed; waſting no Time in recounting miguter 
5 ircumſtances, which either ſully the Paper witk 
what is indecent, or fill it with Things unworthy 
to be remarked; and ſerve more to ſwell the Vo- 
lume, than to add any Thing & to the Dignity of the 
Hiſtory. . 
Bor before I enter upan the Executian of what 
I have undertaken, it will be proper to give an Ac 
count of the Poſture of Affairs in Spain, at the 
Time when the Conqueſt of the new World was 


N begun, to the End that we may diſcover its Origin, 


before we conſider its Progreſs, and that this Know- 
ledge may ſerve as a Eqpagation tq the n we 
are going to raiſe, 


0 HA P. III. 
The Calamities which S PAIN laboured under, 


awhben the Conqueſt of MEx1co as under- 
faken. 


THE Year 1517 is no leſs memorable in this 


Monarchy, for the Troubles and Diſorders 
with which it was haraſſed, than for the many Fe- 
licities which then attended it. Spain was at that 
Time aſſaulted on all Sides by Tumults, Diſcords, 
and Factions, its Tranquillity being diſturbed by 
ſuch inteſtine Evils, as threatened its utter Ruin, 
and the People remaining in their Fidelity, rather 
from a Senſe of their Duty, than as being obe- 
dient to the Curb and Reins of Government. At 
Prot game Time a Way v was opening, to its greateſt 

ſperity in the Ve Indies, by the Diſcovery of 


I er Spain, by which it not only extended its 


Limits, but renewed and doubled its Name. Thug 
Time 
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Time and Fortune ſport themſelves with the Things 
of this World ; and thus Good and Evil are- either 
always mingled, or ſucceed each other with a per- 
tual Revolution. "300 — 291 
In the Beginning of the foregoing Year died 
Don Fernando the. Catholick, and the Schemes he 
had form'd for the Preſervation and Augmentation 
of his Dominions, being diſconcerted by the Death 
of their Author, the great. Loſs theſe Kingdoms had 
ſuſtain*d, was gradually known by the Diſturbances 
and Diſorders in the publick Affairs which follow'd 
it; as the Value of — is uſually diſcover*d by 
the Importance of the Effects. [Ie 
Taz whole Authority of the Government re- 
main'd in the Hands of the Cardinal-Archbiſhop 
of Toledo, Don Franciſco Ximenes de Ciſneros, a Man 
of a reſolute Soul, ſuperior Capacity, and invin- 
cible Courage, and endow'd in an equal Degree 
with Piety, Prudence, and Fortitude : Theſe moral 
Virtues and heroick Qualities, were all united in 
him, without the leaſt Diſcord ariſing from their 
Diverſity, But he was ſo fond of doing every 
Thing the beſt Way, and ſo active in he dapport 
of his own Opinion, that he frequently let ſlip an 
Opportunity of doing well, by endeavouring to do 
better; and his Zeal was not ſo proper for correct- 
ing turbulent Spirits, as his Integrity was likely to 
provoke them, | e eee 
Tux Queen Donna Juana, Daughter of Don Fer- 
nando and Iſabella, to whom the Succeſſion of the 
Kingdom rightfully belong'd, reſided at Terdefillas, 
where no body was admitted to ſee her, by reaſon 
of the unhappy Accident which had diſordered her 
Underſtanding, and which, by the too ſtrong Im- 
preſſions it had made upon her Imagination, had 
Fither depriv'd her totally of the Uſe of Reaſon, or 
TOR, FIT | brought 
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brought her to reaſon incoherently of thoſe Things 
with which her Fancy was poſſeſs dd. 0 
.- PRINCE Charles (the Firſt of that Name among 
the Kings of Spain, and Fifth among the Empe- 
rors,) whom the Accident of his Mother had brought 
to the Crown before the Time, was holding his 
Court in Flanders. And as he was yet but very 
young, (being only in his Seventeenth Year) as he 
had not been educated: in Spain, and as his firſt 
Inclinations were pre-ingag'd in Favour of the Fe- 
miſb Miniſters : All theſe were melancholy Circum- 
ſtances, which made his Coming be apprehended, 
even by thoſe who judg' d it neceſſary for the Good 
of the State. * © | EO 

Tux Infanto Don Fernando his Brother, though 
of fewer Years, yet wanting not a Maturity of Un- 
derſtanding, was highly. diſpleas!d, that his Grand- 
father Don Fernando had not in his laſt Will named. 
him to be Chief Governor of theſe Kingdoms, as 
he had done in a former one, made at Burgos; and 
altho' he ſtrove to keep himſelf within the Bounds 
of his Duty, yet he often made this Reflection, (and 
heard the ſame from others, who were near him) 
That had he never been nam'd to that Employ- 
ment, the Neglect might have been imputed to his 
want of Years; but to exclude him. after he had 
been once nam'd, was a Diſtruſt of another Kind, 
which put a direct Affront upon his Perſon and 
Dignity. So that he could not forbear' declaring 
how little he was ſatisfied with the new Govern- 
ment. A Diſcontent extremely dangerous at that 
Time, becauſe the Minds of the People being in a 
general Diſquiet, and ſtrongly inclin'd to that Prince, 
as well upon Account of his affable Behaviour, as 
becauſe he had been born and bred in Caſtile ; they 
would undoubtedly have follow'd him, (in caſe of 
2 Diſturbance, as was apprehended) taking Advan- 


tage 
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tage of ſo natural a Motion to act their accuſtom'd 
Violences. 
Tusk Perplexities were augmented b Dy another, 
' which gave the Cardinal Aimenes no leſs Uneaſineſs. 
The Dean of Louvain, Adriano Florencio, who was 
afterwards Pope, and the Sixth of that Name, had 
been ſent from Flanders, to hold, in Appearance, 
the Rank and Quality of Ambaſſador at the Court 
of King Ferdinand; but as ſoon as that King was 
oe he produced the Powers, which, till then, he 
concealed, to take Poſſeſſion of his Kingdoms, 
n the Name of Prince Charles, and to govern in 
is Abſence. This occaſion'd a Conteſt, which was 
manag' d on both Sides with great Warmth. The 
Queſtion was, Whether theſe Powers, or thoſe with 
which the Cardinal was inveſted, were of the greater 
' Virtue and Authority. The Politicians of that 
Time manag*d their Arguments upon it with too 
much Freedom, and little Reſpect; their Reaſon- 
ings having always ſome Tincture of the Paſſions, 
y which they were animated. Thoſe who were 
ond of Novelty, pretended that the Cardinal was 
only a Governor, named by another Governor; be- 
cauſe King Ferdinand bore no other Title ſince the 
Death of Queen Iſabel. The Arguments offer'd 
y the other Side were not leſs inſolent, ſeeing they 
tended to an Excluſion of both the Miniſters. They 
maintain'd, that there was the ſame Defect in the 
N omination of the Dean, becauſe, though Prince 
Charles had the Advantage of being lawful Heir to 
the Crown of Spain, he could not, during the Life 
of his Mother, aſſume any other Quality than that 
of Governor, in the ſame Manner as his Grand- 
father had done. Thus they declar'd thoſe two 
Princes incapable of delegating to their Magiſtrates 
that FI Authority, which * inFparable | 
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from the Perſon of the King, cannot be lodg'd in 
that of a Governor. | | 
Tu two Governors perceiving that both the 
Royal Authority, and their own Juriſdiction were 
ſtruck at by the fomenting of theſe Diſputes, con- 
certed together to unite their Powers. A wiſe Re- 
ſolution, had they been able in like manner, to form 
a Harmony of Genius; but the poſitive Humour of 
the Cardinal was continually claſhing with the mild 
Temper of Adriano. The firſt was inclin'd to ſuffer 


no Companion in his Reſolutions; and the other 


ſupported his with little Activity, and without any 
Knowledge of the Laws and Cuſtoms: of the Na- 
tion. This divided Authority occaſioned a like 
Diviſion in the Obedience of the Subject, produ- 


cing the ſame Inconvenience in the State, which 


would be cauſed by two Rudders in a Ship, whoſe 
different Steerings would alone create a Tempeſt in 
the very Midſt of a Calm: | | 
Tae Effects of this bad Conſtitution were pre- 
ſently known, the ill-corrected Humours, with 
which the Commonwealth abounded, being intirely 
exaſperated. The Cardinal order'd (and he needed 
but little Perſuaſion to bring over his Collegue to 
his Opinion) that all the Cities and Towns of the 
Kingdom ſhould arm themſelves; and that every 


one ſhould lift its Militia, training the People to the 


Uſe of their Arms, and to the Practice of the Obe- 
dience due to their Commanders; to which End he 
appointed Pay for the Officers, and granted Privi- 
leges to the Soldiers. Some ſay, that he took 
theſe Meaſures in View to his own Security; and 
others, that it was in order to have a Strength ſuffi- 
cient to curb the Pride of the Grandees. But Ex- 
perience ſoon made appear, that it was a dangerous 
Step at that Seaſon: For the Grandees, and thoſe 
who poſſeſs d hereditary Lordſhips, (a m__ 

$2; Body 
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Body to govern in ſuch rebellious Times) took Of- 
fence at the arming of the People, believing a Re- 
dort which. had been ſpread, not to be without ſome 
ee That the Governors intended, by the 
Help of this Force, to examine into the Origin of 
their Seignories, and their Pretenſions to thoſe Du- 
ties they exacted from their Vaſſals. And even 
among the People theſe Meaſures had different Ef- 
fects: For ſome Cities liſted Men, made their Muſ- 
ters, and trained their Soldiers to military Exerciſes; 
but in others they look'd on theſe Imitations of 
War, as affecting their Liberty, and as dangerous 
to the publick Tranquillity : The Inconvenience of 
the Novelty being equal in the one and the other; 
becauſe thoſe Cities which continued in their Duty, 
were, however, not inſenſible of the Strength they 
had to ſupport their Diſobedience upon Occaſion; 
and thoſe that were rebellious, found themſelves in 
a, Condition to force. the reſt -to follow them, and. 
pur all Things into Confuſion. 
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e 
The Condition of the diſtant Kingdoms and the 
Hands of America, which are now called t 
, Welt Indies. | 


AT this Time the reſt of the Dominions of the 
Crown of Spain, ſuffer'd no leſs than Caſtile; 
there was ſcarce a Stone that did not move, nor a 
Part from whence they had not Reaſon to fear the 
Ruin of the whole Fabrick. | | 
Andaluxia groaned under the Oppreſſion of a 
Civil War, occaſioned by Don Pedro Giron, Son 
to the Conde de Urenna, that he might get * | 
0 
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of the Eſtates belonging to the Duke of Medind 
Sidonia, the Succeſſion of which he pretended to, 
by Donna Mencia de Guzman, his Wife; putting the 
Proof of his Right upon the Deciſion of Arms, and 
authorizing Violence with the Name of Juſtice. 
In Navarre, the two Factions of Beamont and 


Agramont, which became famous at the Expence 


of their Country, began to break out again with” 
Violence. The Beamonteſe, who were Partiſans of 


the King of Caſtile, called the attacking of their 


Enemies the Defence of Right: And the Agramon- 
teſe, who, after the Death of Juan de la Brit and 
Queen Catalina, declared for the Prince of Bearne, 
their Son, preſum'd upon the Protection of France, 


with whoſe Power they threaten'd their Adverſaries. 


Both the one and the other Party were difficult to 
reduce; becauſe both covered their Hatred with the 
Appearances of Loyalty, abuſing the Name of the 
King, which only ſerv'd as a Pretence for Revenge 


and Sedition. : 


In Arragon there aroſe dangerous Diſputes about 
the Government of that Kingdom; which, by the 
Will of King Fernando, was left to the Care of his 
Son Don Alphonſo, Archbiſhop of Zaragoga, who 
was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the chief Magiſtrate, or 
EI Faſticia, Don Juan de Lanuza, out of an Opinion, 
(either real or affected) that it was inconſiſtent with 
the Quiet of that Kingdom, to have the abſolute . 
Power veſted in a Perſon of ſuch ambitious Thoughts. 
And from this Beginning ſprung other Diſputes 
among the Nobles, which might be conſider d as too 
refin'd Reaſonings upon the Point of Loyalty; but 
as theſe Diſcuſſions infected by Degrees the unrea- 
ſoning Minds of the People, they endanger'd their 
Oden jence and Subjection. | | 


CaxTaronia and VALENCIA were laid waſte by 


the cuſtomary Cruelty of their Banditti, who, not 


/ con- 
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cbntented with commanding the Country, poſſefs'd 
themſelves of the ſmaller Towns; and grew F tervibſa 
to the Cities, with {6 much Inſdlence and Security, 
that the Order of the Commonwealth being di- 
ſturbed, the Magiſtrates abſconded, and Cruelty 
brevailed in all Places. Crimes were accounted 
noble Actions, and the er of Delinquents 
became illvſtrious: 

Id Naples the procliming of Gier Jada and 
Don Carlbs, was feceiv'd with' Applauſe; but even 
in the Midſt of the oblick 105 a ſeditions Re- 
port was ſpread, the Riſe whereof was he ym 
but the Wickedneſs obvious.” ji 

IT was faid that King Fru bad ihe 
Duke of Calabria," then a Priſoner i in the Caãſtle 5 
Nativa, for Heir of the Kingdom. And this Re- 
Port, which was deſervedly flighted in the Begin- 
ae deſtended tb the Commonalty,” amongwhony 

it pad in a Whiſper for ſome Days, until at length 
fwelling with Myſtery,” it broke out in popular 
Elamour, and open T umult; Which gave great 
Uneaſineſs to the Nobility, and to all thoſe who! 
had any Regard to Reaſon and Truth. | 

Ix Sify the People took up Arms a8 mit; the 
Viewrby,: Dan Hugo de Moncuda, with ſo much 
Fury, that he was forced to- leave the Government 
in the Hands of the Populace; and theſe Diſturb- 
ances began to take deeper Root than thoſe at 
Naples, for they were fomented by ſome of the 
Nobility ; who made the publick Good (always the 
firſt Signal of Sedition) a Pretence, and the com- 
mon People an Inſtrument to execute their Re- 
venge, and to paſs on to the more danger 

figns of their Ambition. 

Nox were the Indies, not Aihfen ng their Dis 
ſtance, free from this Infection, which extended to 
* moſt remote Parts of the Monarchy. that 

ime 
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Time all the Conqueſts in that new World conſiſt» 
ed of the four Iſlands, of Santo Domingo, Cuba, San 
Juan de Puerto Rico, and Jamaica, and a ſmall Part 
of the Terra Firma, which had been peopled in the 
Provine of Darien, at the Entrance of the Gulph 
of Uraba. The Whole of what was denominated 
e Weſt Indies, was contained within theſe Bounds, 
e firſt Conquerors gave them this Name, becauſe 
in Wealth and Diſtance they reſembled the Eaſt In- 
dies, ſo call'd from the River Indus. The reſt of 
this Empire conſiſted not ſo much in any Thi 
real, as in the Hopes which had been conceiv 


from ſeveral Diſcoveries and Inroads made by ſome 
of our Captains with various Succeſs, and more 


Danger than Profit; but in that little Extent of 


Country poſſeſs'd by the Spaniards, they had ſo 


far forgotten the Valour of the firſt Conquerors, and 
Covetouſneſs was ſo rooted in their Minds, that 
they regarded nothing but enriching themſelves, in 
utter Defiance to Conſcience and Reputation, with- 
out which two Curbs, a Man is left to his own Na- 
ture, and is as ſavage and cruel as the very Brutes, 
which make War upon him. There came nothing 
from thoſe Parts now but Lamentations and Com- 
plaints. Zeal for Religion and the publick Good 
gave Way entirely to the Intereſt Luft of -pri- 
vate Men, and they were continually deſtroying the 


r Indians, who groaned under the heavy Load, 


abouring for Gold to ſatisfy the Avarice of other 


Men, and were forced to ſeek with the Sweat of 
their Brow, what they themſelves deſpiſed ; curſing 


the ungrateful Fertility of their Country, as the 
Cauſe of their Slavery. 4 ty 
Tunxse Diſorders gave great Diſturbance to Don 
Fernando, who was particularly deſirous to protect 
and convert the Indians (always the firſt Care of our 
Kings;) to which End he gave Orders, 7 
26h aws, 
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Laws, and made uſe df various Means, which loſt 
their Force by the Diſadvantage of their Diſtance; 
as an Arrow falls ſhort of the Mark, when placed 
at too great a Diſtance from the Arm that drew the 
Bow. But the Death of the King happening before 
he could enjoy the Fruit of his Labours, the Car- 
dinal enter d in good Earneſt into the Proſecution 
of this Deſign, deſiring to put that Government 
once upon 4 good Footing; to which End he im- 
ploy'd four grave Regulars of the Order of St. 
Ferom, ſending them with the Character of Inſpec- 
tors, and another Miniſter of his own Election, to 
accompany them; with Commiſſion of Reſidentiary 
Judge; to the End; that thoſe two Juriſdictions 
being united, might extend over the Whole. But 
they no ſooner arrived at the Iflands; than they 
found it impoſſible to execute the Severity of their 
Inſtructions, and that the Difference is great between 
Practice and Speculation; and they did little more 
than experience the ill State of that Government, 
making the Diſeaſe worſe by the Weakneſs of the 
Remedy. . | PTE} 
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The Calamities of the Monarchy ceaſe on the 

Arrival of CHaRLEs. At this Time began 
the Conqueſt of NEW SPAIN. 2 


N this Condition were the Affairs of the Mo: - 
1 narchy, when Charles took Poſſeſſion, and arriv'd 
in Spain, in the Month of September this Year. The 
Storm began to abate upon his Coming, and the 
Influence of his Preſence, by little and little, intro- 
duced a Calm. The firſt Effects of this happy 

Vol. I. 3 Change 
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Change were perceived in Caſtile, whoſe Tranquil | 
lity communicated itſelf to) the reſt of the'King- 
doms-of Spain, and afterwards reach'd't&'the' De- 
minions abroad; as in a human Body, the natural 
Heat diſtributes itſelf, paſſing from the Heart to 

the Benefit of the moſt diſtant Members. If ſhort, 
the Influence of the new King extended to America, 
his Name doing as much there, as his Preſence did 
in Spain. The Minds of Men became diſpoſed to 


great Undertakings; the Courage of the Soldiers 
increaſed; and they began tlie firſt Operations 


which preceded” the Conquelt' of Net Spain; the 
Empire of which had been deftined' by Heaven to 
ſignalize the Beginning of the Reign of this auguſt 
THz Iſland of Cuba was at that Time governed 
by Captain Diego Velaſquez, who went chither as 
Lieutenant to the ſecond Admiral of the” Hnuies, 
Don Diego Colon, with ſueh good Fortune, that the 
Conqueſt of it was owing to him, and the greateſt 
Part of the Settlement. ee NL Tl 
As that Iſland was the moſt Weſtern of thoſe that 
had been difcovered, and neareſt to the Continent 
of North America, they had there large Accounts of 
other Lands, not far diſtant, tho* it was ſtill a 
Doubt whether they were Iſlands or not. They 
talk' d, however, of the Riches of thoſe Countries 
with as much Certainty as if they had ſeen them; 
whether it be that this Confidence was grounded 
upon what Experience had diſcover'd in the Con- 
queſts already made, or that the Proſperities, with 
which we flatter ourfelves, have but a ſhort Step to 
make from the Fancy to abſolute Behef. hs 
Tn great Idea conceived of thofe Parts increaſed” 
ous Time by what thoſe Soldiers related, who 
accompanied Franciſco Fernandez' de Cordova in 
the Diſcovery of Tucatan, a Peninſula fituate * 
, b 
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dertaking was not proſperous; and they could nut 


then make a Conqueſt, becauſe the Captain andi tlit 


greateſt! Part of his Men died gallantiy in the At. 
mpt yet at leaſt they were ſatisfled of / the Reality 
of 'thoſs Countries; and the Soldiers; whe / arrived 


at this Time, altho! wounded and overcome, were 


ſo little daunted, that! even in magnifying war chey 
had ſuffer d, tliey ſhewed an Inelination to return 
to the Enterprize, and infuſed the fame Defire into 


the reſt of 'the Spuniardriof the Iſland; not ſo much 


by their Words and Example, as by ſhewing ſome 
UrtleTuys of Gold; which riley: brought” from «the 
new difcover'd Country, under the Standard, and 
in ſmalb Quantity, but ſo much heightenedvimVas 
lue by che Strength of Imagination, that alli began 
to-promiſe! themſelves great Richies from this Con 
queſt, and to raiſe mighty Structures in Fancy 
upon the Foundation of What they had feen. 

Sou Writers do not allow that this firſt Gold, 
or Metal mix d with" it, came at that Time from 
Nucatun, grounding their Opinion on that Pro- 
vinceꝰs not produeing any, and the Eaſineſs of con- 
tradlicting kat no body maintains. Wefolowthoſe 
who relate what they ſaw, without finding any great 
Difficulty in ſuppoſing that Gold mighr be brought 
from ſome other” Part to Tucatan, well knowing 
that to produce (it; and to have it, are different 
Things. It appears by its not being found any 


vhere but in the Temples, that thoſe Indians 


eſteem' d it as ſomething excellent, ſince they ap- 
plied it ſolely to the Worſhip of their Gods. | 

Dire Verasusz ſeeing the Name of Tucatan 
in ſo much Credit with every one, began to enter- 
tain Thoughts of raiſing himſelf to farther Great: 
neſs, as one who found himſelf uneaſy in acknow-w- 
ledging Admiral Diego de Colon his Superior in the 

. Govern- 
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Government; a Dependance now more nominal 
than real, but yet ſuch, as when he conſider'd his 
Rank and great Succeſſes, gave him inward Trou- 
ble, and deſtroy'd the Reliſh of his good Fortune. 
With this View he reſolved to renew the Attempt of 
a Diſcovery, and conceiving freſh Hopes from the 
Ardour, with which the Soldiers offered themſelves, 
he. publiſh'd his Deſign. Men were liſted; and 
three Veſſels. and a Brigantine fitted out, and well 
ſtor d with Ammunition and Proviſions. He ap- 
pointed Juan de Grijalva, a Relation of his own to be 
Commander in Chief; and Pedro de Alvarado, Fran- 
ciſco; de Montexo, and Alonſo Davila, to command 
under him, Men of eminent Quality; but yet more 
diſtinguiſh*d-.in thoſe Iſlands by their Valour and 
Humanity, the ſecond and moſt valuable Kind of 
Nobility. But notwithſtanding they eaſily ( aſſem- 
bled about two hundred and fifty Soldiers, including 
in this Number Pilots and Mariners, and ls all 
the Diſpatch which Men, ſo eager on their Enter- 
prize, could poſſibly do, they did not put to Sea 
until the Eighth of April, the Year following, 1518. 
Tux ſet out with a Deſign to follow; the fame 
Courſe as in the former Voyage; but falling off 
ſome Degrees, by the Strength of the Currents, 
they came upon the Iſle of Cozumel, (the firſt Diſ- 
covery in this Voyage, ) where they refreſhed them- 
ſelves, without any Oppoſition from the Natives; 
and returning on board, they ſtood their Courſe, 
and in few Days found themſelves in Sight of Tuca- 
tan; and having doubled the Point of Cotoche, the 
moſt Eaſtern Part of that Province, they ſtood 
Weſterly, with the Larboard to the Shore, which 
they coaſted, until they arrived at Potonchan, or 
Cbampoton, where Franciſco - Fernandez de Cordova 
was routed and killed : To .revenge whoſe Death, - 
more than out of any Neceſſity, they landed; and 
: | having 
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having vanquiſn'd and terrified'thoſe Indians, deter- 
mined to purſue their Diſcoverꝛ. 

Tux ſtood Weſterly by common Conſent, with - 
out keeping at a greater Diſtance from the Land 
than was neceſſary for their Safety, and diſcover'd 
on a Part of the Coaſt (which extended a great Way, 
and appeared very delightful) ſeveral Towns, with 
Buildings of Stone, which very much ſurpriſed 
them, and in the Ecſtacy of Joy with which they 
made their Obſervations, ſeem'd to be great Cities, 
with Towers and Pinnacles; Objects at this Time, 
contrary to the ordinary Rule, appearing greater, as 
they were more diſtant. And becauſe one of the 
Soldiers at that Time ſaid, that this Country was 
like Spain, the Compariſon ſo much pleaſed the 
Hearers, and made ſuch an Impreſſion upon their 
Minds, that we have no Account of any other Be- 
ginning of the Name of New Spain, given to that 
Country: Words accidentally ſpoken, but ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully repeated, that without any Propriety or 
Beauty to recommend them, they have fixed theme 
ſelves for ever on the Memories of Men. 
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= CHAP. VI. 
Juan de Grijalva enters the River of Tobaſco. 


Uk Veſſels followed the Coaſt, until ſuch Time 
as they came to the Place where the River 
Tobaſco, one of the navigable Rivers which run into 


the Gulph of Mexico, diſcharges itſelf at two 


Mouths. From the Time of this Diſcovery, it has 
been called the River of Grijalva; but the Province 
water'd by it, ſituate on the Frontiers of New Spain, 
between Yucatan and Guazacoalco, retains the old 
| | "— WY | Name. 
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Name. In theſe Parts they diſcoverẽd 
Groves, and ſo many Towns on the twa Banks of 
the: Stream, that with the Hopes of making a con · 
{ſidetable Progreſs, Juan de: Grijalva reſolved (with 
the Approbation of his Men) to go up the River, 
and take a View of the Country; and finding (by 
the / Soundings, that he could only make Uſe of the 
wo leſſer Veſſels, he embarked — his) Soldiers on 
board them, and left the other two at an Anchot, 
with Part of the Sailors. 
Tux began, not without ſome Dicttry; to 
overcome the Strength of the Current; hen they 
ceived at a little Diſtance, a conſid exable. * 
— of Canoes, filled with armed Indians, and on 
the Shore ſeveral ſmall Bodies of Men, who ſeem' d 
prepared for an Engagement; and who, both by 
their Voices and Motions, which were now diſtin- 
guiſhable, endeavoured to perſuade the Spaniards, 
that their landing would be difficult; their Geſtures 
being ſuch as Men in Fear are wont to uſe, who 
would keep off Danger by Menaces. But our Peo- 
ple, accuſtom'd to greater Enterprizes, approach'd 
in good Order until the two Parties were within 
Reach - of ene anether's Weapons. The General 
commanded that no one ſhould fire, or make any 
Signal but of Peace; and the Admiration the In- 
dians were in at the Make of the Ships, and Diffe- 
rence of the Men and Habits, ſeemed to have im- 
pos d upon them the ſame Orders; for they ſtood 
without Motion, as deprived of the Uſe of their 
Hands, by the Aſtoniſnment under which their Eyes 
had brought them. Grijalva made Uſe of this * 
ſonable and accidental Ae wherein he found 
the Enemy, to leap on Shore, follow'd by a Part 
of his Men, with more Expedition than Danger. 
Je drew them up, and erected: the Royal Standard: 
q after thoſe W Solemnities * ry | 
orme 
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formed, which being little more than Ceremonies, 
were yet called Acts of Poſſeſſion, he, endeavour d 
to make the Indians underſtand, that he came in 
Peace, without any Deſign to offend them. This 
Meſſage was carried by two Indian Boys, who were 
made Priſoners in — firſt Expedition to Tucatan, 
and at their Baptiſm had the Names of Julian and 
Melchor. They underſtood the Language of To- 
. baſco, as being like that of their own Country; and 
they had learn'd ours, ſo that they made them - 
ſelves underſtood with ſome Difficulty; but in a 
Country where they were often forced to ſpeak by 
Signs, that indifferent Interpretation paſs'd for Elo- 
quence. 

Tux Reſult of this Embaſſy was ſuch, that about 
thirty Indians had the Boldneſs to draw nearer in 
four Canoes, with ſome Precaution. 

Canoxs were Boats, made of the Trunks of 
Trees, work*d hollow after ſuch a Manner, that 
ſome were capable of holding fifteen or twenty 
Men; ſuch is the Largeneſs of thoſe Trees, and the 
Fertility of the Country chat produces them. They 
_ -faluted each other courteouſly : And Juan de Gri- 

Jalva, after having removed their Apprehenſions 
by ſome Preſents, made them a ſhort Diſcourſe, 
giving them to underſtand, by the Help of his In- 

terpreters, That he and bis: Soldiers were Vaſſals to a 

- powerful Monarch, who "poſſeſs d an Empire where 
the Sun riſes; in-whoſe Name he came to offer them 
Peace and great Advantages, if they would become his 
Subjects. They heard his Propoſition with the 

Marks of a diſagreeable Attention; and we muſt 
not omit the natural Diſcretion of one of thoſe 
Barbarians, who, ſilencing the reſt, anſwer'd Gri- 
alva, with Firmneſs and Reſolution, That be did 
not efteem That to be a good Kind of Peace, the Pre- 

Lamang of which were -Subjeftion and Vaſſalage; and 

C 4 that 
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that he could not but wonder at it, as a Thing very 
: prepoſterous, that be jhould talk to them of a new 
"Maſter, before be knew whether they were diſcontented 
with bim they already had: But that as to the Point 
F Peace or War, (the only Queſtion at preſent) they 
would ſpeak of it to their Superiors, and return with 
. their Anſwer. | 
' Tuxy took Leave with this Reſolution, and our 
People remained equally ſurprized and concerned. 
The Satisfaction of having found Indians of more 
Reaſon and better Diſcourſe than uſual, being al- 
lay'd by the Difficulties they expected to meet 
with in conquering them; for they rightly con- 
cluded, That thoſe who knew how to diſcourſe ſo 
well, would alſo know how to fight, or that at 
leaſt they had Reaſan to apprehend a different 
Kind of Valour with their different Underſtand- 
ings ; it being certain that in War the Head does 
more than the Hands. But theſe Conſiderations of 
the Danger (on which both Captains and Soldiers 
variouſly reaſoned) paſs*'d as prudent Reflections, 
but made little or no Impreſſion on their Hearts. 
They were undeceived in a little Time; for the 
ſame Indians returned with Signals of Peace, ſaying, 
That their Caziques did accept it, not that they feared 
. War, or were ſo eaſily to be overcome as the People of 
- Yucatan (whoſe Defeat they bad learn d) but becauſe 
. our Men baving left Peace or War to their Election, 
they thought themſelves obliged to chuſe the beſt ; and 
in Token of the new Friendſhip they were going 
to eſtabliſn, they brought a plentiful Regale of Pro- 
viſions and Fruits. A little after came the princi- 
pal Cazique, with a ſlender Attendance of unarmed 
People, thereby giving to underſtand the Confi- 
_ dence he had in his Gueſts, and that he came ſecure 
in his own Sincerity. Grijalva received him with 
Demonſtrations of Satisfaction and Courteſy, _ 
e 
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the Indian made a Return in Submiſſions after his 
Manner, accompanied with an Air of Gravity, 


either real or affected. After the firſt Compliments, 
- he order'd his Servants to come up with another 


Preſent of divers Curioſities, of more Workman- 
ſhip than Value: Plumes of various Colours; Robes 
of fine Cotten, with ſome Figures of Animals' to 
adorn them, made of Gold, thin and light, -or cu- 
riouſly wrought in Wood, ſet in Gold, or overlaid 
with it; and without ſtaying for the Acknowledg- 


ments of Grijalva, the Cazique gave him to under- 


ſtand, by the Help of his Interpreters, That bis 
Deſign was Peace, and that the Intention of that 
Preſent was, to take a friendly Leave of his Gueſts, 


in order to maintain it. Grijalva anſwer'd him, That 


he very much eſteem'd his Liberality; and that bis 
Purpoſe was to paſs forwards, without making any 
Stop, or giving him any Umbrage : A Reſolution to 
which he inclined, partly to make a generous Re- 
turn to the good Behaviour of thoſe People, and 
the Confidence they had placed in him; and partly 
for the Conveniency of a Retreat, and of having 
Friends at his Back, in cafe of any Accident that 
might occur. And ſo he took his Leave, and re- 
embarked, having firſt preſented the Cazique and 
his Servants with ſome Caſtilian Trifles, which altho' 
of very little Value, bore a Price for their Novelty ; 
which ſhould be leſs ſurpriſing to the Spaniards now 
a-days, when they themſelves buy foreign Glaſſes at 


ſuch exceſſive Rates. | 


AnToxio De HERRERA, and thoſe who follow 
him, or have writ fince, affirm," that the Cazique 
preſented Grijalva with a Suit of Armour of fine 
Gold, with all the Pieces belonging to it; that he 
armed himſelf compleatly with them; and that they 
firted him as well as if they had been made for him; 
Circumſtances too remarkable to have been omitted 

ris 1 3 — by 
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by more antient Authors. He took it, perhaps, 
from: Frauciſco Lopez de Gomara, whom he uſes to 
reject on other Occaſions ;. but Bernal Diaz: del Ca- 
Nillo, who was there preſent, and Gonzalo Fernandez 
de Oviedo, who wrote at that Time in the INand of 
Canto Domingo, make no Mention of theſe Arms, 
Altho?- both give a minute Account of all the Curi- 
oſities brought from . Tabaſco: I leave it to the 
Judgment of the Reader vrhat Credit is to be given 
to thoſe Authors, de ſiring only the Liberty to re- 
late the Story, without blaming any one for doubt- 
ig the Truth of it. | ER. 


— 
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C HAP. VII. 
Juan de Gryalva proſecutes his Voyage, and 
enters the River of Flags, where be has the 


firſt Account | of. the: Mexican King Morz- 
Z UMA. | | 1 2 | 


Ed IFALVA and his Companions purſued their 
Voyage, ſtanding the ſame Courſe, ſtill diſ- 
covering new Lands and Towns, without any me- 
morable Accident, until they came to a River, 
_. which they call'd the River of Flags; becauſe on 
the Shore and neighbouring Coaſts, they ſaw a great 
Number of Indians, with White Flags hanging at the 
Tops of their Spears, and who, by their Manner of 
wwaving them, together with their Signals, Cries, 
and different Motions, made a Shew of Peace, and 
ſeemedd rather to invite Paſſengers than forbid them. 
Erijalva order d Franciſco de Montejo to advance 
with ſome of his Men in two Boats, to try the En- 
trance of the River, and diſcover the Intentions of 
thoſe Judians. This Captain finding a 2 An- 
choring 
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.choring Place, and little to apprehend from athe 
Behaviour of the People, gave Notice to :the. raft 
to come up. They all landed, and were received 
with great Admiration and Marks of Joy by the 
Indians: From amongſt whom, aſſembled. in / great 
Numbers, three advanced, who, by the Ornaments 
of their Habits, i ſeemed the principal Men of tlie 
Country; and ſtopping ſo long as was: neceſſary to 
obſerve who was the chief Commander, by theiRe- 
ſpect the others paid him, they went directly, up to 
BGrijalva, whom they accoſted with great Reverence, 


and who received them with equal Courteſy. Our 


Interpreters did not underſtand the Language of 
this Country, ſo that the Compliments were made 
by civil Signs, with ſome Words of more Sound 
than Signification. | | 

AFTER this they ſaw a Banquet, which the In- 
diaus had provided of different Sorts of Food, 
plac'd, or rather. thrown. upon Mats of Palm, un- 
der the Shade of the Trees; a ruſtick and diſorderly 
Plenty, but not the leſs: grateful: to the Taſte of the 
hungry Soldiers. After which Refreſhment, the 
three Indians commanded their People to;ſhew ſome 
Pieces of Gold, which they had cancealed:till then; 
and by their Manner of ſnewing and holding them, 
it was: underſtood. that they did not deſign to, make 
à Prefent of then, but to purchaſe with them the 
Merchandize of the Ships, the Fame of which had 
already reach'd their Ears. Preſently a Fair -was 
open'd for Strings of Beads, Combs, Knives, and 
other Inſtruments of Iron and Alchymy, which in 
that Country might be called Jewels of great Price, 
the Fondneſs of the Hudians for thoſe Triſles giving 
them a real Value. They were exchanged for Im- 
plements, and Trinkets of Gold, not of the greateſt 
Fineneſs, but in ſuch abundance, that in 1 
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Days the Spaniards ſtopp'd there, the Ranſomes 
amounted to fifteen thouſand Peſo's. als 
Wr don't know with what Propriety they gav 
the Name of Ranſomes to this Kind of Trucking, 
nor why they called it Ranſomed Gold, which in 
Truth was deliver'd- over to a greater Slavery, and 
had more Liberty where it was leſs eſteemed : But 
1 ſhall make uſe of this Expreſſion, becauſe I find 
it introduced into our Hiſtories, and before them 
into the Hiſtory of the Eaſt Indies; it being granted 
that in the Manner of ſpeaking, whereby Things 
are explain'd, the Reaſon is not ſo much to be 
ſought after, as the Cuſtom, which according to the 
Opinion of Horace, is the true Judge of Language, 
and either gives or takes away, as it pleaſes, that 
Harmony which the Ear finds between Sounds and 
their Signification. „„ 
Juan de Grijalva finding that the Ranſomes were 
at an End, and the Ships in ſome Danger, by being 
expoſed to the North Wind, took his Leave of 
thoſe People, who remained highly pleaſed, and 
reſolv*d to purſue his Diſcovery, having underſtood 
by Signs that theſe three Indian Chiefs were Sub- 
jects to a Monarch called Motezuma, whoſe Empire 
extended over numerous Countries abounding with 
Gold, and other Riches; and that they came by his 
Order to examine, after a peaceable Manner, -into 
the Intentions of our People, whoſe Neighbourhood, 
in all Appearance, gave him Diſturbance. ' Some 
Writers run into larger Accounts, but it doth not 
ſeem eaſy to conceive whence they could have 
gained their Knowledge, nor was it a ſmall Matter 
to learn ſo much as we have related, where People 
were obliged to ſpeak with their Hands, and un- 
deritand by their Eyes. 
FTuxvx failed on, without loſing, Sight of Land, 


and paſſing by two or three Iſlands of ſmall Note, 
landed 
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landed in one they called the and of Sacrifices, be- 


cauſe going in to view a Houſe of Lime and Stone, 
which overlooked the reſt, they found ſeveral Idols 
of a horrible Figure, and a more horrible Worſhip 
paid to them; for near the Steps where they were 
placed, were the Carcaſſes of ſix or ſeven Men, 
newly- ſacrificed, cut to Pieces, and their Entrails 
laid open. This miſerable Sight ſtruck our People 
with Horror, and affected them with different Sen- 
timents, their Hearts being filled with Compaſſion, 
at the ſame Time that they were enraged at the 
Abomination. be. 

Tux ſtaid but a little while in this Iſland, be- 
cauſe the Inhabitants being in a Conſternation, the 
Ranſomes were not conſiderable. They paſſed on 
to another, which was not far from the main Land, 
and fo ſituated, that between that and thę Coaſt 
there was ſufficient Room and convenient Shelter 
for the Ships. They called it the Iſland of St. Juan, 
becauſe they arrived there on the Day of the Bap- 
tiſt, and likewiſe in Reſpect to the Name of their 
General, mixing Devotion with Flattery; and be- 
cauſe an Indian, who was pointing with his Hand 
towards the Main Land, giving them to under- 
ſtand how it was called, repeated ſeveral Times, 
with a bad Pronunciation, the Word Culua ]! Culua ] 
this gave Occaſion to the Surname, by which they 
diſtinguiſhed it from St. Juan de Puerto Rico, cal- 


ling it St. Juan de Ulua; A little INand of more 
Sand than Soil; and which lay ſo low, that ſome- 


times it was cover'd by the Sea. But from theſe 


humble Beginnings, it became the moſt frequented . 
and moſt celebrated Port of New Spain, on that 


Side which is bounded by the North Sea. 


Hex they ſtaid ſome Days; for the Indians of 


the W e Parts came with their Pieces of 
Gold, believing they had the Advantage of the 
| | Spaniards 
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Sumurde in changing them for Glaſs. And Juus 
de Grijalva finding>that his Inſtructions limited lim 


to diſeover and raànſome, without making a Settle- 
ment; (Which was- expreſly forbidden him) reſolv'd 
to give an Account to Diego Velaſquez, of the lar 
Countries he had diſcover'd; that in caſe he ſhould 
determine to plant a Colony there, he might! ſend 
him new Orders with a Supply of Forces, and the 
neceſſary Stores and Proviſions: For this Purpoſe 
he diſpatchꝰd Captain Pedro de Alvarado in one of 
_ the four Ships, giving him all the Gold, and whiat- 
ever elſe they had acquired, to the end, that the 
Shew of that Wealtk might give his Embaſſy the 
more Weight, and facilitate his Propoſal of Settling) 
to which he was always inclined; notwithſtanding 
Franciſco Lopez de Gomara denies it, and blames 
him on this Account as a puſillanimous Perſon, 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Juan de Grijalva goes: on 403th» his Diſcovery,” 

until he bas coaſted the Provinee' off Panuco. 

What happened in the River of Canoes, and 
bis Reſolution to return to the Iſle of Cuba. 


CARCE had Pedro de Alvarado ſteered his 
Courſe for Cuba, when the reſt of the Ships 
parted from St. Fuan de Ulua in Purſuit of their 
Way, and following the Guidance of the Coaſt, 
turn'd with it towards the North, having in View: 
the two Mountains of Tuſpa and Tyſta, which 
ſtretch a great Way between the Sea and the Pro- 
vince of Tlaſcala. After which they came upon the 
Coaſt of Panuco, the fartheſt Province of New 
Spain, on the Gulph of Mexico, and came to an 
| | Anchor 
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more Diligence to avoid it, put to Flight 
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Anchor in the River of Canbes, which took tliis 
Name at that Time, becauſe in the little Space they 
ſtoppꝰd to tate a View of it; they were aſſaultꝭd by 
ſteteen Canoes, filled with armed Indianb, i who; by 
the Help of the Current attack'd tlie Ship, com- 
manded by Hlonſo Davila, and after diſcharging a 
furious Shower of Arrows, cut one of the Cables, 
and endeavoured to board the Ship; a Reſolution? 
becoming. Barbarians, but ſich; as had it bee fa“ 
voured with Sücceſs, might have deſerved the Name 
of a gallant Ackion. But the other two Ships com- 
ing immediately up to her Relief; the Men in an 
Ihſtant manmd their Boats, charging the Candes 
with ſo much Vigour, thax one could not diſtinguifnt 
betwixt tlie Attack · and the Victory: Some of ther 
were overſet , many Indians killed; and thoſe who 
had more Prudence to know the Dangem or uſe 


Tr did Hot ſeem proper to follow this Victory 
by reaſon of the ſmall Advantage by Traffick chat. 
could be hoped for from ffighten'd Fugitives; 
whereföre they weigh'd' Anchor and proſecuted 
their Voyage till they arriv'd at a Point of Land 
whick' rar far into the Sea, which, ſeemingly enrag d 
with it, as uſurping upon its Territories, main- 
tat d ar obſtinate War againſt the Rocks: The 
Pilets made Uſe of all their Induſtry and Skill to 
double this Cape; but were forced to give Way to 
the Strength of the Current, and not without Dan- 


ger of overſetting, or running aſhore. This Acci- 


dent occaſionꝰd the Pilots to proteſt againſt pro- 


ceeding any farther ; in whieh they were ſeconded 


by the general Clamours of the Men, grown weary 


now of ſo tedious a Navigation, and” more appre- 
henſive of the Dangers that might attend it. Upon 
which Juan de Grijalva, a Man of equal Prudence 
and Courage, aſſembled the Captains 0 
| Conlult 
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conſult what was to be done in their preſent Cir- 
cumſtances. In this Council they weighed the Dif- 
ficulty of paſſing forward, and the Uncertainty of 
returning; that one of their Ships had ſuffer d, and 
wanted to be refitted; that their Proviſion began to 
ſpoil, and the Men to be diſſatisfied and fatigued. 
They conſider'd withal, that to make a Settlement, 
was contrary to the Inſtructions of Diego Velaſquez ; 
and that they were in an ill Condition to undertake 
it, without a further Reinforcement z ſo that in the 
End, they reſolved, with one Accord, to ſteer their 
Courſe for Cuba, in order to furniſh. themſelves 
with what was neceſſary for undertaking. a third 
Time this great Affair, now left unfiniſh'd. This 
was preſently put in Execution, and failing back 
the Way by which they came, taking a View of 
other Parts of the ſame Coaſts, without ſtopping 
long at any Place, yet making ſome Profit by Ran- 
ſomes, they arrived at length at the Port of Sant 
Jago, in Cuba, the 15th of November 1918. 


Som few Days before, Pedro de Alvarado was 
arrived at the ſame Port, and very well received by 
the Governor Diego Velaſquez, who expreſſed an in- 
credible. Joy, at the Account of the large Countries 


diſcover'd, and, above all, at the Sight of the fif-. 
teen thouſand Peſo's of Gold, which ſupported the 
Relation without any Occaſion for Exaggerations. 

Tux Governor beheld this Wealth with Admi- 
ration, and hardly believing his Eyes, made Pedro 
de Alvarado repeat a ſecond and third Time what 
he had before related, finding ſomething new in the 
very Thing he had juſt heard; as a Muſician is 
delighted with the Repetition of his Tune. But 
this Satisfaction was ſoon allayed by his Impatience 
at the Conduct of Don Juan de Grijalva, becauſe 
he had not made a Settlement in the Country where 
he had been ſo well received: And although Ka, 


„ Wy" WP PII YT TW TI v5 > Oe we Rn a nn 
—— 


Book I. Congizeſf of MEXIcõ. 33 
de Alvarado endeavoured to excuſe him; yet having 
been one of thoſe who had adviſed the making a 
Settlement in the River of Flags, he ſpoke but 
faintly, as a Man uſually does when he endeavours 
to enforce any Thing againſt his own Opinion. 
Diego Velaſquez accuſed him of Want of Reſolu- 
tion, and, angry at his own Choice, confeſs'd he 
was to blame for having ſent him, propoſing to 
intruſt this Undertaking to ſome more active Per- 
ſon, without conſidering how he diſobliged a Rela- 
tion, to whom he owed the very Happineſs which 
raiſed his Hopes to ſuth a Pitch. But the firſt 
Effect that good Fortune has on the Minds of the 
Ambitious, is to captivate their Reaſon, and take 
from them the Senſe of Gratitude. He thought of 
nothing now but to obtain the Prize, and at any 
Rate enjoy the Proſperity which he promiſed him- 
ſelf from that great Diſcovery ; raiſing his Imagi- 
nations to mighty Things, and hoping now t6 
compaſs that which before exceeded his very Deſires. 
HE reſolv'd immediately to make Preparations 
for the Conqueſt of this Country, to which the 
Name of New Spain gave a great Reputation. He 
communicated his Reſolution to the Regulars of St. 
Ferom, who reſided in the Iſland of Santo Domingo, 
but in ſuch Terms, that he ſeemed rather to deſire 
their Approbation, than aſk their Permiſſion. And 
| he ſent a Perſon to Court, with a large Account of 
the Diſcovery, together with a Memorial, in which 
his own Services were not forgotten; in Reward of 
which, he requeſted ſome Favours, and the Title of 
the King's Lieutenant of thoſe Countries he ſhould 
conquer. — 
He had already bought ſome Veſſels, and begun 
to fit out a new Fleet, when Juan de Grijalva ar- 
rived, and found bim as much incenſed, as he had 
Reaſon to expect him thankful. Yelaſquez repri- 
Yet. I. D manded 
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manded him ſharply and publickly; the other 
modeſtly declining to ſay all he could have done in 
his own Defence. However, he laid before Velaſ- 
quez his o.] n Inſtructions, which expreſsly forbad 
him to ſettle: But the Governor's ambitious Pro- 
ſpects had now ſo tranſported him beyond the 
Bounds of Reaſon, that tho he owned the Order, 
yer he treated Obedience e it as a Crime. = 


os 


of «L642 


CHAP. IX. 
+] be Difficulties which occurr'd in the Choice of 


a Commander of the new Fleet, and who 
HERNAN CoRTEsS was, who, in the End, 


obtained that Poſt. 


BY. Diego Velaſquez knowing how. much it 
imported to be quick in his Reſolutions, and 
that by loſing Time, he might loſe a favourable 
Opportunity, gave immediate Orders for refitting 
the four Veſſels which ſerved in the Voyage of Gri- 
jalva; with which, and thoſe he had bought, he 
made up ten Veſſels, from eighty to an hundred 


Tons, uſing the fame Diſpatch in arming and fur- 


'niſhing them with Stores and Proviſions ; but he 
was at a Loſs upon whom to fix the Command. 
His Deſign was to chuſe a Man of Reſolution, who 
would know how to diſengage himſelf from Diffi- 
eulties, and make uſe of Opportunities, but withal 
fo manageable, as not to give him any Jealouſy, or 
have any other Ambition than to advance the Glory 
of his Principal; which, in other Words, was to 
ſeek for a Man of great Courage, and a mean Spi- 
rt. But it not being eaſy to find theſe two Ex- 
ang in 0 ſame a it delayed his Determi- 
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nation for ſome Days. The Voice of the Peo 
was in Favour of Juan de Grijalva, and they uſually 
do Juſtice in their Elections. What ſerved greatly 
to recommend him, were his good Qualities, the 
Trouble he had taken in this Diſcovery, together 
with his Knowledge of the Navigation, and: of the 
Country. | 

Ta other Pretenders were Antonio and Bernar- 
dino Velaſquez, near Relations of the Governor, Bal- 
taſar Bermudez, Vaſco Porcallo, and other Cavaliers 
of that Iſland, of ſufficient Merit to pretend to 


greater Employments; and upon this Occaſion 
every one diſcourſed, as if he was the only proper 


Choice; and indeed, generally ſpeaking, when the 
Diſpoſal of: Employments is delay*d, it ſerves only 
to increaſe the Number of Pretenders, and multiply 


the Complaints of the Unfortunate. I 
Bur Diego Velaſquez continued in his Irreſolution, 


fearing the Ambition of thoſe whoſe Capacity he 
approved, until adviſing with Amador de Larix, the 
King's Treaſurer, and Andres de Duero, his Secretary, 
which two he intirely confided in, and who knew 
his Temper perfectly well, they propoſed their inti- 
mate Friend Hernan Cortes, being not over-laviſh 
in his Praiſe, leſt their Advice ſhould be ſuſpected; 


inſinuating withal, that they ſpoke more out of Re- 


gard to the Succeſs of the Undertaking, than the 
Intereſt of their Friend. Their Propoſition was 


well heard, and they contented themſelves with 
ſeeing him favourably inclined, giving him Time 


to conſider of it, with Hopes of intirely perſwa- 
ding him in a ſecond Converſation. 

Bur before we go farther, it will be proper to 
fay who Hernan Cortes was, and thro what Variety 
of Events his happy Deſtiny led him to atchieve, 
by his Valour and Conduct, the Conqueſt of New 
Spain, I call that Deſtiny, which, ſpeaking as a 

D 2 Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, is the ſovereign and unſearchable Diſpo- 
ſition, made by the firſt Cauſe, who leaving ſecond 
Cauſes to act in Subordination to his Providence, as 
natural Means, produces all that happens by his 
Permiſſion or Appointment, in a Manner conſiſtent 
with that Liberty of Choice which he has beſtow'd 

upon Mankind. 
H was born in Medillin, a Town of Eftremadura, 
Son of Martin Cortes, of Monroy, and Donna Cata- 
= lina-Pizarro Altamarino, Names that ſufficiently de- 
_ clare the Nobility of his Extraction. In his Youth 
i he, for ſome Time applied himſelf to Letters, and 
was two Years at Salamanca, which were ſufficient 
to make him ſenſible, that the ſedentary Applica- 
tion of a ſtudious Life was contrary to his Temper, 
| and did not ſuit the Vivacity of his Spirit. He re- 
2 turned home reſolved to follow the Wars, and his 
= Parents pointed out to him that of Tah, which was 


| 
4 then the moſt conſiderable, and made the greateft a 
(| Noiſe with the Name of the great Captain Gonſalves 
de Cordoua. But when he was to embark, he fell 


j dangerouſly ill of a Diſtemper, which continued 
many Days; by which Accident he found himſelf 
. obliged to change his Intention, though not his Pro- 7 
feſſion; and therefore he reſolved to go to the Indies, 1 
-where the War at that Time was carried on with a ti 
View to Glory, rather than to Wealth. He em- m 
barked, with the Approbation of his Parents, in the W 
Year 1504, and carried Letters of Recommenda- th 
tion to Don Nicholas de Obando, Great Commander W. 
of the Order of Alcantara, his Kinſman, and then ne 
Governor of the Iſland of Sant Domingo. He was di 
no ſooner arrived there and known, than he gained IN 
the general Good-will and Eſteem ; and was ſo ul 
kindly received by the Governor, as to be imme- th 


diately admitted by him into the Number of his 
Friends, and offer'd his Aſſiſtance in a particular A 


Manner : 
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Manner: But all thoſe Favours were not ſufficient 
to divert his Inclination to Arms; for he was ſo 
uneaſy with the State of Inaction, wherein he found 
that Iſland, which the Spaniards now poſſeſs'd with- 
out any Oppoſition from the Natives, that he de- 
ſired Leave to go and ſerve in the Iſle of Cuba, 
where the War was ſtill carried on: And having 
gained the Conſent of his Kinſman, he endeavoured 


to ſignalize himſelf in that War, both by Valour 


and Obedience, which are the firſt Rudiments of 
the Military Profeſſion. He very ſoon acquired not 
only the Reputation of a valiant Soldier, but alſo. 
that of an able Commander, diſtinguiſhing both his 
Courage in Action, and his Capacity in Council. 
CORTES was well made, and of an agreeable 
Countenance; and beſides thoſe common natural 
Endowments, he was of a Temper which render'd 
him very amiable ; for he always ſpoke well of the 
Abſent, and was pleaſant and diſcreet in his Con- 
verſation. His Generoſity was ſuch, that his Friends 
partook of all he had, without being ſuffer'd by. 
him to publiſh their Obligations. 5 a 
HE married in that Iſland Donna Catbalina- Sua- 
rez Pacheco, a noble and virtuous young Lady. 
This Courtſhip brought him under many Difficul- 
ties, by the interfering of Diego Velaſquez, who 


| made him Priſoner till ſuch Time as all Differences 


were adjuſted ; and then Velaſquez ſtood Father to 
the Bride, and gave her to him in Marriage. After 
which they were intimate Friends; and the Gover- 
nor in a little Time gave him a Diſtribution. of In- 
dians, and the Poſt of Alcalde, ar Chief Magiſtrate, 
in the very Town of St. Jago; an Imployment 
uſually conferr'd on thoſe who had diſtinguiſh'd. 
themſelves in the Conqueſt of thoſe Countries. 

In theſe Circumſtances was Hernan Cortes, when 


Amador de Lariz and Andres de Duero propoſed him 
FF. - for 
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ber the Conqueſt of New Spain; and they. did it 


with ſo much Addreſs, that the next. Time they' 
waited upon Diego Velaſquez, furniſn'd with freſh 


Reaſons to enforce their Recommendation, they 


found him reſolv'd on Hernan Cortes, and ſo poſſeſs? d' 
with the Advantages of entruſting the Undertaking 
to his Care, that they chang*d their premeditated 
Arguments into Flattery, and only endeavour'd to 
oblige him by applauding a Reſolution ſo agree- 
able to their own Wiſhes. They agreed with the 
Governor that it was convenient immediately to 
publiſh the Choice, in order to put a Stop at once 
to all further Pretenſions; and Andres de Duero was 
not dilatory in the Diſpatch of the Commiſſion; 
the Subſtance of which was, That Diego Velaſquez, 
as Governor of the Iſle of Cuba, and Promoter of the 
Diſcoveries of Yucatan and New Spain, did name 
Hernan Cortes for Captain-General of the Fleet, and 
of the Countries already di ſcover' d, or which ſhould be 


di ſcover d; with the moſt extenſive Powers, and 


moſt honourable Clauſes, which the Friendſhip of 


the Secretary could add, under Pretence of obſerving. 
the neceſſary Forms. | % 


— 


CHAP. X. 
The Rivals of Cortes endeavour, with all their 
Power to jet Diego Velaſquez againſt him, 
but without Effect. He fails with the Fleet 
out of the Port of Sant Jago. 


Wig TES received the new Charge from Yeaſ- 
A quez with great Expreſſions of Reſpect and Ac- 
knowledgment, being as ſenſibly affected at that 
Time, with' the Confidence the Governor repoſed 


Soy ad 


— 
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in his Perſon, as he was afterwards with his Diſtruſt. 
The Reſolution was made publick, and well re- 
ceived among thoſe who deſir'd to ſee that Affair 
brought to a Concluſion; but occafion'd much Piſ- 


content among his Rivals for the Employment. 


Thoſe who declared themſelves with the greateſt 
Boldneſs, were the Relations of Diego Velaſquez, 
who made very ſtrong Efforts to raiſe in the Go- 
vernor a Diſtruſt of Hernan Cortes. They told him, 
That he placed a great deal of Confidence in a Man 
whom be had ſo little obliged; that if be conſider d 
the Conduct of Cortes, he would find that he was not 
much to be depended on, for that his Words and Ac- 
tions very ſeldom agreed; that his Courteſy and Libe- 
rality had an Artifice in them, which rendered him 
ſuſpected to theſe who-are not led away by the bard 
Appearances of Virtue; that he was over aſſiduous to 


gain the Affections of the People; and that ſuch ' ſort 


of Friends, when they are in great Numbers, are eafily 
form*d into a Party; that he would do well to re- 
member the Diſguſt his Inpriſonment had given bim; 
and that a Man rarely makes true Friends of thoſe, to 
whom he has given ſuch Occaſion of Complaint ; for 
the Wounds of the Mind, as well as of the Body, leave 
Scars behind, which are wont to put a Man in Mind 
of the Offence, when. he has the Power tb revenge it. 
To theſe they added other Reaſons more ſpecious 
than/ſolida without much Regard to Truth, aimin 
to appear zealous in the Governor's Intereſt, the 
better to diſſemble their real Views. 

*T1s reported that Diego Velaſquez, walking out 
one Day with Hernan” Cortes, and with his Friends 
and Relations, a pleaſant crack-brain*d Fellow, with 
whoſe Whimſies he ufed to be diverted, ſaid to 
him, Thou 'haſt done well, Friend Diego; fhortly 
there will be Occaſion for another Fleet to go in Pur- 
ſuit of Cortes, There are ſome that relate this as a 

TE D 4 Prophecy, 
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Prophecy, conſidering how luckily Madmen ſome- 
times hit upon Things, and the Impreſſion that it 
made on the Mind of the Governor. Let us leave 
it to Philoſophers to diſpute whether the Foretelling 
of what is to come be one of the Extravagances of 
a diſtempered Imagination, or if it be poſſible that 
a Judgment ſo diſorder'd ſhould be capable of Di- 
vination. Let them employ their Wit in ſearching 
for Reaſons to maintain ſuch an Opinion; I, for 
my Part, ſhall believe that this craz'd Perſon was 
put upon ſaying what he did by the Enemies of 
Cortes, and that their Malice was but poorly ſup- 
22 by Reaſon, when they were obliged to have 

ecourſe to Madneſs. EIT r 

Bur Diego Velaſquez ſtood firm to his Reſolu- 


tion, and Hernan Cortes wholly applied himſelf to 


haſten the Preparations for his Departure. The firſt 
Step was, to erect his Standard, with the Sign of 
the Croſs, having this Inſcription in Latin: Let us 
follow the Croſs, for with this Sign we ſhall. over- 
come. He appeared in the Habit of a Soldier, 
which became his Perſon well, and ſuited his Incli- 
nations better. He employ'd his own Stock libe- 
rally, and what he could borrow from his Friends, 
in the buying of Proviſions, Arms, and Ammuni- 
tion, in order to haſten the Departure of the Fleet, 
endeavouring, at the fame Time, to draw together 
2 Number of Soldiers for the Expedition, in which 
he qid not find much Difficulty; for the very 
Name of the Enterprize, and the Fame of the 
Captain were ſo great, that in a few Days were 
lifted three hundred Soldiers, among which were 
Diego ae Ordaz, principal Confident of the Gover- 
nor, Franciſco de Morla, Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, 
(whq has written the Hiſtory of this Conqueſt) and 
other Gentlemen, who ſhall be named in their pro- 


De Tux 
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Tux Time for their Departure being come, Or- 


ders were given for the Soldiers to embark, which 
they did in the Day Time, the People all running 
to the Sight; and at Night, Cortes, accompanied 
by his Friends, went to take Leave of the Gover- 
nor, who embraced him in a very friendly Manner, 
and the next Morning accompanied him to the Sea- 
Side, and ſaw him embark. Small Circumſtances, 


and of little Importance in the Hiſtory, and which 


might have been omitted, if they were not neceſſary 


to wipe off the Imputation of that early Ingratitude 
with which they have reproach' d Cortes, who ſay, 
that he forc'd his Way out of the Port with the 
Fleet; ſo Antonio de Herrera reports, and thoſe who 
copy after him, affirming, without any Manner of 
Reaſon, that he called the Soldiers together from 
their Houſes at Midnight, embarking with them 
by Stealth ; and that Diego Velaſquez going out after 
him in the Morning, Cortes came up to him in a 
Boat well armed, and gave him to underſtand, in a 
diſreſpectful Manner, that he no longer had Regard 


to his Orders. We follow Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, 


who relates what he ſaw, and is more probable : 
For it is not to be imagined that a Man ſo diſcreet 
as Cortes (had he form'd ſuch a Reſolution within 
himſelf) would ſo publickly break with Veluſquex, 
before he had got out of the Reach af his Juriſdictions 
for he was obliged to touch with his Fleet in other 
Places of the ſame Iſland, to take in Men and Pro- 
viſions, which he wanted. And tho' we ſhould al- 
low him guilty of this Indiſcretion, it does not 
ſeem likely, that in ſo ſmall a Town as was St. 
Jago at that Time, three hundred Men could be 
call'd from their Houſes, and embark in the Night- 
time, Diego de Ordaz, and other Creatures of the 
Governor being of the Number, and that there 
ſnould not be one among ſo many to give him an 

3 ; Account 
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Account of ſo extraordinary a Procedure; or that 


thoſe who ſo narrowly: obſerv'd his Actions, ſhould, 5 


not awake at the Noiſe occaſion'd- by fo great 
a Hurry. A ſtrange ſort of Silence in the one, and- 
a very extraordinary Negligence in the other! We 


will not deny but that Cortes withdrew from his 


Obedience to Velaſueꝝ; but it was ſome Time 
afterwards, and for the Reaſons that ſhall'be ſnewn. 


—— — 2 


_ 
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| HA dogg this driw 
CorTEs, /ails with the Fleet to La Trinidad; 
where he gets @ conſiderable Reinforcement of, 
Soldiers. His Enemies obtain their Point gi 
making Velaſquez jealous, vba ufes' Lis utmoſt 
Endeavours to flop bim. 
yo Fleet ſailed from the Port of Sant Fago'in 
1 Cuba, the eighteenth Day of November in tlie 
Year of our Lord 1518; and having · coaſted along 
the North Side of the Iſland, ſail'd towards the Eaſt; 
and arrived in a fe Days at the Port of La Trinidad, 
where Cortes had ſome Friends, who gave him a 
very kind Reception. He preſently publiſh*d his 
Deſign, and Juan de Eſcalante, Pedro Sanchez Far- 
fan, Gonzalo Mexia, with other conſiderable Perſons 
of that Settlement offer'd to follow his Fortunes. 
He was join'd ſoon after by Pedro de Alvarado, and 
Alonſo Davila, who had been Captains in the Expe- 
dition of Juan de Grijalva, and by four Brothers of 
Pedro de Alvarado, viz. Gonzalo, Forge, Gomez, and 
Juan de Alvarado. The Account of this Affair 
reaching to the Town of Sancti Spiritus, which was 
but a little Diftance from Za Trinidad, there came 
from thence, with the ſame Deſign of 3 the 
| Fortune 
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Fortune of Cortes, Alonſo Hernandez Portucarrero, 
Gonzalo de Sandoval, Rogerigo Rangel, Tuan Velgſ- 
quez de Leon, (a Relation of the Governor's) and 
other Perfons of Diſtinction, whoſe Names will be 
more properly remembred when we. ſhall relate, their 
Exploits. With this Reinforcement of Gentlemen, 
and a hundred Soldiers, who came from the two 
Settlements, the Strength of the Fleet was conſider- 
ably augmented; and at the ſame Time Care was 


taken to buy up Proviſions, Ammunition, Arms, 


and ſome Horſes, Cortes aſſiſting all who wanted 
with his own Money ; for he knew how to gain 
their Affection by an obliging Behaviour, by in- 
ſpiring them with Hopes, and by maintaining his 
Superiority in ſuch a Manner as to let them ſee he 
look'd upon himſelf, at the ſame Time, as their 
Companion. Ws 14421111 

Bur ſcarce: had he turned his Back to the Port 
of Sant Jago, when his Enemies began to cry out 
againſt him, talking already of his Diſobedience, 
after the Cuſtom of Cowards, who always attack 
the Abſent. Diego Velaſqueꝝ hearken'd to their 
Diſcourſe, and tho he ſeem'd to be diſpleaſed, they 
diſcover'd in his Mind a Diſpoſition to Jealouſy, 
eaſy to be work' d up to an intire Diſtruſt; to which 
End they made Uſe of an old Man, called Juan 
Millan, who, notwithſtanding he was very ignorant, 
pretended to the Knowledge of Aſtrology: A Mad- 
man of another Kind, and touch'd with a Madneſs 


of another Species. This Man, ſet on by others, 
having engaged Velaſqueꝝ to Secrecy, aequainted 


him in myſterious Terms, that this Expedition 
would have a fortunate and an unfortunate Event; 


giving him to underſtand, that he had learned ſo 
much from the Stars. And tho' Diego Velaſquez 


was a Man of ſufficient Senſe to know the Vanity of 
ſuch Prognoſtications; nevertheleſs, as his Foible 


was 
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was Jealouſy, this had ſuch an Effect, that not- 
withſtanding he deſpiſed the Aſtrologer, he began to 
\ be affected by what he ſaid. | 
x FP From ſuch ſlight Beginnings ſprung the firſt Re- 
_ ſolution, which Diego Velaſquez took to break with 
Hernan Cortes, by depriving him of the Command 
of the Fleet. He diſpatch'd immediately two 
Couriers to La Trinidad, with Letters for all his 
Confidents, and expreſs Orders to Franciſco Verdugo, 
his Couſin, (who at that Time was chief Alcalde of 
the Town) to diſpoſſeſs him of his Captain-General- 
Ship, in a judicial Way, as ſuppoſing his Commiſ- 
fion now revoked, and another Perſon named in 
his Room. | INT: 
| CORTES was quickly informed: of this unex- 
pected Accident, and without being diſcourag'd at 
the Difficulty of the Remedy, ſhew'd himſelf to 
his Friends and Soldiers, that he might know in 
what Manner they reſented the Injury done to their 
Captain, and how far he might depend upon the 
Juſtice of his Cauſe, by the Judgment they paſs'd 
upon it. He found them all not only in his Inte- 
reſt, but reſolved to guard him from ſuch an Injury, 
tho' it ſhould carry them to the laſt Extremity of 
taking Arms in his Defence. And tho' Diego de 
Ordaz, and Juan Velaſquez de Leon were leſs warm, 
as depending more upon the Governor, they were 
eaſily brought over to approve of that which they 
had not Power to hinder. Being thus ſecure, he 
went to viſit the chief Alcalde, who already knew 
the Grounds he had to complain. He laid before 
him the Danger to which he might expoſe himſelf 
in ſupporting ſuch a Piece of Injuſtice, by diſguſt- 
ing ſo many Perſons of Diſtinction as follow'd him, 
and how much the Fury of the Soldiers was to be 
feared, whoſe Affections he had gained, that he 
might the better ſerve Diego Velaſquez ; and that he 
_ | already 
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already found it difficult to keep them within the 


Bounds of Obedience to him; ſpeaking in ſuch 
Terms, and with ſuch a kind of Reſolution, as ap- 
peared both modeſt and great. Franciſco Verdugo 
approved his Reaſons, and from a Principle of 
Generoſity, being unwilling to become the Inſtru- 
ment of ſuch Injuſtice, offered not only to ſuſpend 
the Execution of the Order, -but to write to Diego 
Velaſquez to engage him to deſiſt from a Reſolution, 
which was now impracticable, by reaſon of the Diſ- 
guſt it gave the Soldiers, and could not be exe- 
cuted without very great Inconveniencies. Diego 
de Ordaz, and the reſt, who had any Intereſt in the 
Governor, offered to do the ſame, and wrote im- 
mediately. Cortes likewiſe wrote to him, complain- 
ing in a friendly Manner of his Diſtruſt, without 
ſhewing how far he was diſguſted, or omitting his 
ordinary Reſpect, as one who found himſelf oblig' d 
to complain, but defir*d to have no-Reaſon to con- 
fider himſelf as a Perſon injured. 7 


— 


CHR E. 


Cortes ſails from La Trinidad to the Havana; 
where he gets the laſt Reinforcement for the 
Fleet, and ſuffers a ſecond Perſecution from 
Velaſquez, | | 


AVING taken theſe Meaſures, which at that 
Time ſeemed ſufficient to quiet the Mind of 


Velaſquez, Cortes reſolv'd to proſecute his Voyage; 
and ſending Pedro de Alvarado by Land, with a 
Party of Soldiers to take Care of the Horſes, and 
raiſe more Men in the Settlements upon the Road, 
he ſail'd with the Fleet for the Havana, the moſt 


Weſterly 
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Weſterly Part of the Iſland, where it begins to in- 
cline towards the North. The Ships parted from 
La Trinidad with a favourable Wind; but at the 


coming on of the Night they ſeparated from the 


Capitana, where Cortes was on board, without ob- 
ſerving, as they ought, the Courſe he ſtood, or per- 
ceiving the Error of their Pilots, until the Light of 
the Day diſcovered it: But being now far advanced, 
they continued their Voyage, and arrived at the 
Havana, where the Soldiers went on Shore. They 
were kindly and liberally entertained by Pedro de 
Barba, at that Time Governor of the Havana, un- 
der Velaſquez. They were all concerned that they 
had not waited for their Captain, or turned back in 
Search of him; but their Diſcourſes on that Occa- 
fion went no farther than to furniſh themſelves with 
Excuſes againſt his Arrival. 

Bor perceiving that he ſtaid longer than they 
thought it was poſſible he could, unleſs ſome Miſ- 


fortune had befallen him, they began to be uneaſy, 


and divided into various Opinions. Some were for 
ſending two or three Veſſels in Search of him amongſt 
the neighbouring Iſlands; others propoſed to name 
a Commander in Chief in his Abſence; but others 
thought ſuch a Propoſition unſeaſonable. However, 
as no body commanded, every one gave his Ver- 
dict, and nothing was done. He who moſt inſiſted 
upon their naming a Commander, was Diego de Or- 
dax, who, as Confident of Velaſquezꝝ, expected to 
be preferred to the reſt, and thought that by the 
gaining of this Point, he ſhould ſtand fair to ob- 
tain that Poſt from Yelaſquez. But at laſt, after a 


24 Diſpute of ſeven Days, Cortes ſafely arrived with 


the Capitana. | 

His Delay was occaſion'd by the Fleet's paſſing 
over ſome Flats, which are between the Harbour of 
La Trinidad and the Cape St: Anthony, at a fall 
3 Diſtance 
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Diſtance from the Je of Pines, where the Capitana, 
as being the largeſt Ship, ſtruck, and was in Dan- 
ger of being overſet: An Accident which gave 
Cortes no little Trouble, but withal, ſerved to raiſe 
his Reputation; for animating his Men, on View of 
the Danger, he gave ſuch Orders as were neceſſary 
with great Preſence of Mind, and uſed the utmoſt 
Expedition, without Confuſion. His firſt Care was 
to put out his Boat, and take out the Ship's Lading, 
which was carried to a little ſandy Iſland hard by; 


by which Means he ſo far lightened her, as to ſet 
her afloat; after which, getting clear of the Shoal, 


he took her Lading on board again, and purſued- 
his Courſe, naving thus fpent the ſeven Days he 
was detaiſ u, much to the Advantage of his Repu- 
tation. 

- PEDRO de Barba lodged him in his own Houſe, 
and he was received with great Acclamations by his 
Soldiers, whoſe Numbers immediately increaſed, 
ſeveral of the Inhabitants and Gentlemen entring 
into the Service: Among whom were Franciſco de 
Montejo, who was afterwards the King's Lieutenant 
of Yucatan, Diego de Soto del Toro, Garci Caro, 
Juan Sedeno, and other Perſons of Diſtinction and 
Fortune, who very much added to the Reputation 
of the Enterprize, and compleated the Equipment 
of the Fleet. Theſe Preparations took up ſome 


Days: But as Cortes knew not how to be idle the 
Time he ſtaid there, he commanded the Artillery 


to be brought on Shore to be cleaned and proved, or- 
dering the Cannoniers to obſerve exactly how far 
each Gun would carry; and as there was great 
wad of Cotton thereabouts, he directed the ma- 

ing a ſufficient Quantity of defenſive Arms. Theſe 


were a kind of Quilts, in the Form of Great Coats, 


which were called Eſcaupilles: Neceſſity inventing 
what Experience after wards approved; it being found 
Wea that 
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that a little Cotton, ſtitched between two Cloths, 
was a better Defence than Iron againſt the Arrows 
and Darts of the Indian ; for they loſt their Force 
by the weak Reſiſtance they met with, and were 
likewiſe hinder*d from glancing from one Man to 
another. 

Ar the ſame Time he exerciſed his Soldiers in 
the Uſe of their Fire-Arms and Croſs-Bows, and 
the Management of their Pikes: He taught them 
how to form a Battalion, and file off in order; how 
to charge, and how to ſeize a Poſt; inſtructing 
them both by Voice and Example in the Rudiments 
of War; after the Manner of the great Captains of 
Antiquity, who by feigned Battles and Aſſaults, 
taught new Beginners the Military Art. Which 
Practice, in Time of Peace, was in ſo much Eſteem 
among the Romans, that from this kind of Exerciſe 
they gave their Armies the Name of Exercitus. 


Wirz the like Diligence and Ardor he went on 


with the reſt of his Preparations : But when every 
one was rejoicing at the Approach of the Day ap- 
Pointed for their Departure, Gaſper de Garnica, a 
Servant of Velaſquez, arrived at the Havana, with 
freſh Orders to Pedro de Barba, expreſly enjoining 
him to diſpoſſeſs Cortes of the Command of the 
Fleet, and to ſend him Priſoner with a good Con- 
voy ; telling him how highly he had been diſ- 
pleaſed with Franciſco Verdugo for letting him go 


from La Trinidad; and withal, giving him to un- 


deſtand how much he would riſque in not comply- 
ing with his Orders. He likewiſe wrote to Diego de 
Ordaz, and to Juan Velaſquez de Leon, to be aſſiſt- 
ing to Pedro de Barba in the Execution of his Com- 
mands. But Cortes was advertiſed of what was do- 
ing from ſeveral Hands, and even by Garnica. They 
warn'd him to take. Care of himſelf, ſince he who 


firſt entruſted this Enterprize to his Conduct, was 


now 
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now going to diſcard him in a Manner highly ins 
jurious to his Honour, and freed him from the 
Scandal of Ingratitude, by forcing from him the 
Favour for which he ſtood oblig*d. 


CHAP. XIIL ; 
Cortes reſolves not to put. himſelf in the Power 
of Velaſquez :- The juſt Motives of this. Re- 
ſolution: , With what further paſs d 'till the 
Time of the Fleet's ſailing from the Havana. 


LTHOUGH Corte was a Man of great Spirit; 
XL he could not help being ſhock*d with this new 
Attempt, which touch*d him the more ſehſibly, by 
how much the leſs it was expected; for he thought 
Velaſquez had been ſatisfied with the Aſſurances that 
had been given him by all in their Anſwer to his 
firſt Orders; which came to La Trinidad + But being 
convinced of his Obſtinacy by theſe riew Orders, he 
began; with leſs Temper, to think of taking Care 
of himſelf. On the one Side; he ſaw himſelf ap- 
plauded and eſteem'd by all who follow*d him; and 
on the other; degraded, and condemned tò Priſon 
like a Criminal. He acknowledged that Veluſqueæ 
had expended ſome Money in fitting out the Fleet; 
but then the greateſt Part of the Charge was borne 

by himſelf and his Friends, and almoſt all the Sol- 
diers were rais' d upon their Credit. He revolv'd 
in his Mind all the Circumſtances of tlie Injury 
done him; and conſidering the Slighits he had 
hitherto ſuffered; he grew angry with himſelf, and 
not without Reaſon, blam'd his own Patience; for 
this Virtue paſſing beyond the Bounds affigned to it 
by Reaſon; degenerates into Meanneſs of Spirit and 
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Inſenſibility. He was alfo concerned forthe Enter. 
prize, which he foreſau would intirely miſcarry, if 
he quitted the Condutt of it; but that which moſt 
ſenſibly affected him, Was the Wound 'given to his 
Honour, which (to thoſe who underſtand its Value) 
is dearer than Life itſelf. ee ee 
Ueon theſe Reflections, and this 08 of Re- 
ſentment, Cortes took his firſt Reſolution of break- 
ing with Yelaſquez. Whence it appears how little 
Juſtice Antonio de Herrera has done him, by placing 
this Breach in the City of St. Jago, at a Time when 
he had juſt received ſuch ſingular Obligations. But 
we ſhall adhere to what is related by Bernal Diaz 
del Caſtillo, an Author not the moſt favourable to 
Cortes; for Gonzalo , Fernandez: de Oviedo affirms, 
That he acknowledged his Dependency on the Go- 
vernor Velaſquez, till upon his Arrival in Net Spain 
he ſet up for himſelf, giving an Account to the 
Emperor of the Advances . wy him in that 
Conqueſt. 12 (1290 74 
THE Pains 1 have befigwadsi in \ late the! Cha- 
racter of Cortes from theſe early Reproaches, muſt 
not be thought a Digreſſien from the Subject: I 
am as far from flattering thoſe whop I undertake 
to defend, as from hating others whom I condemn: 
But when. Truth points, out the Way to juſtify. the 
firſt. Steps in a Man's Conduct, who knew how to 
make himſelf ſo conſiderable by his Actions, I ought 
to follow the Path, and to be pleaſed with diſco- 
vering thoſe Accounts to be. moſt authentick io 
ſerve beſt to eſtabliſh his Reputation. 6 
I AM: very ſenſible that an Hiſtorian ſhould by 
no-Means conceal what deſerves; Reproof; for Ex- 
amples are as uſeful to make Vice abhorred, as to 
allure us to the Imitation of Virtue: But it argues a 
wrong Tum in an Author to put the worſt Con- 
ſtruction upon a Man' s Actions; and to relate - 
109] Trut 
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Truth their own ill-natur'd Conjectules, is a Fault 
of which ſome Writers are guilty; who have read 
Tacitus with an Ambition to imitate that which in 
Reality is inimitable, and fancy they enter into the 
Spirit of that Author, when they put ſuch Interpre- 
rations upon Things, as ſavour more * Spice than 
rt. on 1 
Bor to return 46 dur! Hiſtory : Core Judging 
chat! it was now no longer à Time to ſmother his 
Reſentment, or take too cautious Meaſures, which 
are geherally Enemies to great Reſolutions, reſolv'd 
to proyide for himſelf, and make Uſe of the Force 
he was Maſter of, as Occaſion ſhould require. To 
this End, before Pedro de Barba had determined to 
publiſſi the Order he had againſt him; he made 
Haſte to ſend away from the Havana, Diego de Or- 
daz, whoſe Fidelity he ſuſpected very much, on 
Account of the Efforts he had made to be choſen 
Commander in Chief in his Abſence: He therefore 
ordered him to embark immediately on board one 
of the Veſſels, and to make the beſt of his Way to 
Guanicanico, a Settlement fituate on the other Side 
of the Cape St. Antonio,” to take i in ſome Proviſions 
which he had directed to be carried to that Place, 
and there to wait his Arrival, with the reſt of the 
Fleet. Cortes aſſiſted in putting this Order in Exe- 
cution with his uſual Diligence and Calmneſs; and 
by chis Means got quickly rid of a Perſon who 
might have given ſome Oppoſition to his Deſigu. 
He went then to viſit Juan Velaſquez de Leon, whom 
he eaſily brought over to his Intereſt, being him- 
ſelf not a little diſpleaſed with the Proceedings of 
his Relation, and withal more tractable, and of leſs 
Artifice than Diego de Ordaz, © 
 Havinc taken theſe Precautions, be Sewell 
| bimſelf to the Soldiers, acquainting them with the 
ner Perſecution that threatned him. They all 
E, 2 _ offer d 
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offered him their Services, agreeing in the. Reſoly- 

tion of aſſiſting him, but differing in the Manner of 
expreſſing themſelves. The Zeal of the Gentry 
appear'd as the natural Effet of the Obliga- 
tions they had to him; but the reſt declar'd in 
his Behalf with ſo much Heat, as to give Uneaſi- 
neſs to the Perſon in whoſe Favour it was deſign'd : 
And it appear d by their Clamours and Threats on 
this Occaſion, how much a good Cauſe may ſuffer 
in the Hands of the Multitude. 


Bur Pedro de Barba apprehending the ill Conſe- 
quences of not appeaſing this Tumult in Time, 


| went to Cortes, and appearing publickly with him, 
quieted all in a Moment, by declaring aloud, That 
he did not deſign to execute the Order of Velaſquez, 
or to have any Share in ſo great an Injuſtice. This 
turned all their Threats into Acclamations: And he 
preſently ſhewed the Sincerity of his Intentions, by 
publickly diſpatching Gaſper de Garnica with a Let- 
ter to Yelaſquez; in which he told him, That this 
was not a Time to ſtop Cortes, who was too well 
attended to let himſelf 6 ill treated, or to be re- 
duced to Obedience by Violence. He repreſented 
to him, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, the Ferment his 
Order had occaſion'd among the Soldiers, and the 
Danger the Town had been in by the Commotion 
and concluded his Letter with adviſing him to re- 
gain Cortes by Acts of Friendſhip, adding new Fa- 
vours to thoſe he had already beſtow'd, and rely- 


ing on his Gratitude for what could not be com- 


paſs'd either by Perſuaſion or Force. 
Tris Affair being over, Cortes employ'd all his 
Thoughts to haſten his Departure; which he found 


neceſſary, in order to quiet the Minds of the Sol- 


diers, who were diſturb'd afreſh by the x: hal that 
Velaſquez reſolv'd to come in Perſon, and put his 
Orders in Execution. It is ſaid that he had 1 
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this Deſign ; in which he would have run a very 
great Riſque, without fucceeding : For Authority 
is but a weak Argument, when oppos d both to 
Reaſon and Power. . Sake e e | 
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CHAP, XIV. 


Cortes names the Officers of bis Pleet ; parts 
from the Havana; and arrives at the Je of 
Cozumel, where be muſters his Troops, and 
animates his Soldiers to the Undertaking. 


Brigantine of moderate Burden having jo 

the ten Veſſels which compoſed his Fleet, 
Cortes diſtributed his Men into eleven Companies, 
putting one on board each Veſſel; and named for 
Captains Juan Velaſquez de Leon, Alonſo Hernandez 
Portocarrero, Franciſco de Montejo, Cbriſtoval de 
Olid, Juan de Eſcalante, Franciſco de Morla, Pedro 
de Alvarado, eu Saucedo, and Diego de Ordaz, 
whom he had not ſent out of the Way with an In- 
tention to forget him, nor was he willing to diſ- 
eblige him by not giving him an Employment. He 
reſerved for himſelf the Command of the Capitana, 
and intruſted the Care of the Brigantine to Gines df 
Nortes. The Command of the Artillery he beſftow'd 
upon Franciſcode Orozco, a Soldier who had ſignaliz' d 
| himſelf in the Wars of Italy; and choſe for his chief 
Pilot Antonio de Alaminos, a Man of Experience in 
| thoſe Seas, having ſerved in the ſame Quality in 
the two Voyages of Franciſco Fernandez de Cordova 
and Juan de Grijalva. He drew up Inſtructions for 
his Officers; wherein, with ſingular Foreſight, he 
N againſt Contingencies; and the Day of 
Lmbarkation being come, they celebrated a Maſs 
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for the Proſecution of their Entexprize. 
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of the Holy Ghoſt with great, Solemnity, at(which 
all the Soldiers very devoutly:affiſted, recommends 
ing toi Goch the Beginning raf gan Enterpmaes the 
Succeſs of which they expected from his: divint 
Aſſiſtance; and Hernan Cortes, as the firſt Act of 
his Command, gave the Word St. Peter, thereby 
acknowledging Fm the Patron of this Expedition, 
as he had been of all his Actipps from his Child- 
hood. After which he ordered Pedro de Alvarado 
to ſail for the North Coaſt, in Search of Diego de 
Ordaz, in Guanicanicoʒ and after they, wöre joined, 
to wait for. the Fleet at Cape St. Antonio The reſt 
of the Veſſels had A Feu follow the Capi- 
tana; and in caſe they ſho ſeparated by con- 
trary Winds, 4 or any other biene Tae 15 

the Iſle of Coaumel, diſcoveꝝ d. by Fran de a, 
which was but little diſtant, fnom. the, Lan 


fg); Were 


in Search of, and where Carigs propos 5 toʒ conſi- 


der and reſolyez,on what be moſt; er 


Wei 


In: fine, they parted from the Havayathe Nob 
of February. 1519... The. Wind at firſt was fayour- 
able, but did not long; continue ſo; for at Swe ſet 
there aroſe. a furious Storm, which put them in great 
Diſorder; and when the Night came, the Ships 
were obliged to ſeparate, that they might not run 
foul on each other, and. to put right before; the 
Wind. The Ship that Franciſco de Mola com- 
manded ſuffer 5 a Break of the Sea carrying 
away the Rudder, whereby he was in great Hazard 
of being loſt. He fired ſeveral Guns as a Signal of 
Diſtreſs, which gave extreme Concern to the reſt 
of the Captains; who, notwithſtanding, their. own 
Danger, were alarm'd at his, and did all that: was 
poſſible to keep near him, ., ſometimes bearing: up 
againſt Wind and Sea, and then again giving Way 
to their Violence. But the Storm ended with the 

| | Night; 
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Night; anch:as ſoon as they had Light enough to 
diſtinguiſh! Objects, Cortes was the firſt who came 
up with the Ship in Dunger, the reſt following his 
Example; and the W the had duc was 
ſoon, repaired. ot e V 
Ar this Time Pedro 4 Hera, whoiwas gone 
in Search of Diego de Ordax, diſcover d'by! Day- 


| break that thei ſame Storm had forced him into 2 


Gulph à great Way farther than he imagir'd: For 
in order to keep clear of ther Shore, he had been 
oblig'd to 3 into the open Sea, as leaſt dan. 
gerbus. The Pilot found by his Compaſs and 
Chart, that he was fallen very far from the Courſe 
preſeribꝰ dito him, and was at ſuch a Diſtunce from 
the Cape St. Antonio, that his Return would have 
beenc very difficult; wherefore he propoſed! it, as 
moſt adviſcable;' to ſail directly for the Iſle of Co- 


 2umel. Alvarado left it to his own Choice; re- 


ſenting to him the Order of Cortes after ſu 


Manner; as .look'd very like diſpenſing with it. : 


Hereupon:they-continued; their Voyage, and arriv'd 
at the Ifland two Days before dle Fleet. They 
landed with 4 Deſign to lodge themſelves in a finall 
Tom near -the Coaſt, well known to the Captain, 
and-ſome:ef the Soldiers, ſinee>the Voyage of Gri- 


jalvn; but they found it deſerted: For the Indians, 


upon che firſt Notice that the Spaniards were. landed, 
abandon' d their Houſes, retiring farther within the 


Country, with what poor: Moveables they had, ſuch 


light Baggage giving no Obſtruction to their E light. 

ED RO de Alvarado was a young Man of Spirit 
and Valour, well qualified for any Enterprize where 
he receiv*d Orders, but of too little Experience to 
gre them. He had a miſtaken Notion, that, while 
the. Fleet was coming, any Thing but Inaction 
would” be Virtue in a Soldier; and therefore ordered 
An ag to march, and take a View of the inner 
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Park of the Iſland, and at little more than a 
League's Diſtance they found another Town for- 
ſaken in the ſame Manner, but no 16 infirely un- 
furniſh'd as the former; for here were ſome Cloaths 
and Proviſions, which the Soldiers ſeized” as Spoils 

of an Enemy; and ina Temple of one of their Idols 
they found divers Jewels, vhich ſerved to adorn it, 
and ſome Inſtruments for ſacrificing, made of Gold, 
mixed with Copper, which though of ſmall Value, 
they took away. This Expedition did by no Means 
promate the Service they were upon, but, on the 
contrary, frighted the Indians, arid croſs!d the De- 
lign of gaining their F riendſhip. Pedro de Alva- 
rado grew ſenſible, (tho: too late) that he made a 
falſe Step, and retired to his firſt Poſt, having taken 
three Priſoners, two Men and 's Woman, who not 
heing able to eſcape, ſurrender d without any Oppo: 

10RD 

Tu next Day Cortes arrived with the 1 | 
Fleet, having ſent to Diego de Ordaz, at Cape Se. 
Antonio, to join him, ſuſpecting, as it prov'd, that 
the Storm would hinder Alvarado from executing 
bis Orders; and tho? inwardly well pleaſed to find 
him there in Safety, he commanded the Pilot to be 
impriſon'd, and reprimanded the Captain very 
ſharply, as well for not having — his Direc+ 
tions, as for his Preſumption in marching ap into 
the Iſland, and permitting his Soldiers to plunder. 
This Rebuke he gave in Publiek, with Deſign 
that it might ſerve as a Warning to the reſt. He 
preſently called for the three -Priſoners, and by 

Melchior, (the only Interpreter he had in this Voy- 
age, his Companion being dead) informed them 
ow much he was concerned at what the Soldiers 
ad done; and ordering the Gold and Cloaths to 
be reſtored, he ſet them at Liberty, giving them 
ſome | drilling Preſents tor their Caziques, that theſe 
ns okgns 


Book I. Conqueſt of Mn x1 co. 97 
Tokens of Amity might induce them to lay afide 
the Fear they had conceived. 

TI Spaniards encamp'd on the Sex-fide, where 
they reſted three Days, without marching any far- 
ther, that they might not occaſion any Diſturbance 
among the Ivdians. After which Cortes muſtered 
his Army, and found that it conſiſted of five hun- 
dred and tight Soldiers, ſixteen Horſe, and of Me- 
chanicks, Pilots, and Mariners, an hundred and 
nine more, beſides two Chaplains, the Licentiate 
2 Juan Diaz; and Father Bart bolomè de Oimedo, a Re- 

| gular of the Order of our Lady de la Merced, who 
accompanied Cortes to the End of his Expedition. 
Tux Muſter being over, he returned to his Quar- 
ters, atterided by his Captains and principal Soldiers; 
and'taking his Seat in the Midft of them, he ſpoke 
in tlie following Manner: 

* Wnuxx I conſider, my Friends and Compa- 
« nions, the good Fortune that has brought us to- 
+ gether in this Tland,” the Obſtacles and Perſecu- 
ce tions we have ſurmounted, and in what Manner 
6 all Difficulties have been remov'd, I acknow- 
04 ledge the Hand of God in the Work we have 
8 undertaken, and promiſe myſelf Succeſs, from 
6 Beginnin ſo remarkably favoured by his Di- 
vine Providence. It is his Cauſe, and that of our 
„King (which is likewiſe his) which carries us to 
e undertake the Conqueſt of unknown Regions; 
« and the Almighty, in fighting our Cauſe, will 
| 6 fight his own. + I have no Deſign to leſſen the 
6 Danger of the Undertaking : We ate to expect 
t bloody Engagements, incredible Fatigues, and 
* ſuch-Multitudes of Enemies, that it will require 
6 all your Valour to ſuſtain their Attacks: Beſides 
6 theſe, the Want of Neceſſaries, Inclemencies of 
66 Weather, and difficult Marches, will exerciſe your 
f 1 Which is accounted a — Vas 
66 our, 
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5 e ſhews a5.,mychi Geeatnels of Spirito as 
tt the for very offen;in; War, Patienoę brings 


that to bear: which Force. could ht. By, this 


0 « Hercules gained the Name of Imineidle, Jain his 


6 Exploits} were called. Lalouns, ＋HUν have been 
cc accuſtomed to ſuffes; and to Rabe bnchel Hands, 
& whichyqu have already: conquered Our preſent 
6s, Undertaking is of; greater — we: muſk 
ae with anſwerable Vigourahd proportion 
our Reęſolution tothe; Difficulty of our, Enter: 
prize. Antiguity\ has, painted the Temple df 
2 Fg — upon che higheſt Fart of the win, and 
6 her Image upon, the, higheſt Fart of the A mple; 
< thereby, giving to understand, that to? find ber, 
cc even after we have gained. the Top of the Moun- 
tain, we muſt Ioolt higher. We: arg but: few. in 
60 Number, but Union multiplies mies, and in 
* our, Agreement conſiſts our greateſt Strength. 
„We mut my Friends be all of opeMipdspure- 
« ſolve; and as one Hand to execute: Qun Intereſts 
6 ſhould: he, the ſame, and the Glory dof Conqueſt 
Tought to be equally ſhared , among us f iUHhe Va. 
66, lour of, exety one in particulat,: muſt eſtabliſn the 
6 Security of all: in general, I'am your Compmant 
<« der, and will be the firſt-to hazard: my. 64 fot 
< the meaneſt of the Sgldjers. Tour Cart ſhall be 
< to, follow my Example; rather thanimy Orders; 
0 and Lican, aſſure you that I find in myſeif a Cont 
6 rage ſufficient to undertake, the Ctaqueſt of the 
ehe World: My Heart eyen flatters me: with 
this Hope from J knew nt -what e _ 
te nary Impulſe, the moſt promiſing of all Preſages 
e To: conclude, let our, Words be fuck&eded! by 
& Actions; and let not this Confidence of mine be 
40 thought Temerity, ſince it is ſo well ſupported 
80 by. vou, from whom I N 8 ee Ahn 
* is Wanting in myſelfe el dotder zii. 
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-', Tavs.djd. he perſuade and animate hig, Menz 
when Notice came, that ſome Indians were ſeen at 
a little Diſtance. And. altho}, they came in ſeparate 
Parties, and without Arms, Carne com mande his 
Men to be rang'd in Order, without Beat of rum, 
and to ſtand cover'd behind their Lines, till. they 
188 whether pw drew near, „ f Mich, what Deſigiu 
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to be conſulting among themſelves, and watch - 
ing the Motions of the Spaniards, whoſe Poſture: cars 
rying no Appearance of Hoſtility, encourag d the 
boldeſt amongſt them to draw nęgt by little and 
little; and theſe receiving no ill, Treatment, were 
followed by the more fearful, ſ that ſome of them 
ſoon enter d the Camp; where they were) ſo favour- 
ably received by Cortes, and by all,: that they calbd 
to the reſt of thair Companions. i There came great 
Numbers that; very Day, and mingled among tha 
Soldiers with much, Familiaritys and Confidence, 
ſcarce diſcovering che leaſt Surprize, Which ftrangly 
argued that they Were a People aecuſtomed to con 
verſe with Strangers. There was an Idol in this 
Iſland. extremely reyerenced by! the; Barbarians, wha 
were continually flocking to worſhip it from differ 
rent Provinces of the Continent; ſo that the a 
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of Cozumel had a perpetual Commerce with People 
of divers Nations, Habits, and Languages, which 


made the Arrival of the Spaniards appear the leſs 
or at leaſt enabled them to conceal their 


riZe. 
Ar Night they all retired to their Houſes ; and 
the next Day the principal Cazique of the Iſland 
came to viſit Cortes, with a numerous, but ill- ap- 
pointed Equipage, delivering his Embaſſy and Pre- 
fent himſelf. The General received him with great 


Joy and Courteſy ; and, by his Interpreter, return'd 


Thanks for the Viſit, with an Offer of his own 
Friendſhip, and that of his Followers, To which 
the Cazique replied, That he accepted the Friend- 
ſhip offer'd, and as a Man who knew how to pre- 
ſerve it. One, among the Indians who accompanied 
him, was heard to repeat, after a bad Manner, the 
Name of Caftilla; and Cortes, whoſe Attention no- 
thing could ever divert from his main Point, ob- 
ferv*d the Word, and commanded the Interpreter 
to inquire into the Meaning of it. This Remark, 
— it ſeem'd then accidental, was — the utmoſt 

portance in facilitating the Conqueſt of New Spain, 
as we ſhall ſee hereafter. „ 


Tune Indians ſaid, that our Men very much re- 


ſembled certain Priſoners who were in Tucatan, Na- 
tives of a Country called Caſtilla. Which Cortes no 
fooner heard than he reſolv*d to ſet them at Liberty, 
and engage them in his Service. Upon informing 
himſelf more particularly, he found that they were 
in the Power of ſome Indians of the higheſt Rank, 
reſiding two Days Journey within the Province of 
Tucatan. Cortes communicated his Intention to the 
Cazique, and aſk*d him whether thoſe were warlike 
Indians, and what Force would be neceſſary to 


reſcue the Chriſtians from Slavery. The Cazique 


gave him a very ready and reaſonable Anſwer, — 
17 ; : | | ng 
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ung him the ſecureſt Way would be to ranſom 


Force of Arms would expoſe them to the Hazard 
of being maſſacred by their Maſters. Cortes em- 
braced his Advice, with Ad miration to find ſo much 
good Senſe and Policy in the Cazique, whoſe Rank 
among Princes, though inconſiderable, muſt have 
taught him ſome Principles of what they call Rea- 
ſon of State. | | 
= Hs: immediately gave Orders to Diego de Ordaz 
W to fail with his Veſſel and Company to the Coaſt of 
= 7ucatan, by the ſhorteſt Cut from the Iſle of Coza- 
mel, (which might be about four Leagues over) 
where he was to land the Indians appointed by the 
8 Cazique for this Purpoſe. They carried a Letter 
from Cortes to the Priſoners, together with ſome 
Trifles for their Ranſom, and Ordaz was com- 
manded to ſtay eight Days for them, in which 
Time the Indians undertook to return with an 
Anſwer. | | 
In the mean Time Cortes march'd with all his 
Troops in a Body to take a View of the Iſland ; not 
that he ſaw any Neceſſity for being on his Guard, 
but to keep the Soldiers together, and to ſecure the 
$ Inhabitants from being inſulted. He told his Men, 
That they were an indigent People, unable to de- 
fend themſelves ; that the Sincerity they ſhew'd, 
entitled them to good Treatment in Return, and 
that their Poverty was ſuch as gave no Temptation 
| to Avarice : That they were not to expect from 
that ſmall Spot of Ground any other Wealth than a 


good Reputation: And do not think (added he) 


| © that the good Character you ſhall acquire here 
* will be confin'd within the narrow Limits of this 
© miſerable Iſland; for the Concourſe of Pilgri 
| © who, as you have been informed, are accuſtom'd 
4 to reſort hither from all Parts, will carry LI 
; «© Name 


them; for that endeavouring to releaſe them by 


—— —— —— — 
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to preach, and to perſuade them to ſomething, by 
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* Name to diſtant Countries, where the Character 
„of Humanity and Juſtice will be of ſignal Uſe 
. to facilitate our Deſigns; and by this Means we 
* ſhall meet with leſs Oppoſition in Countries where 
& more is to be gained.” By ſuch Diſcourſes as 
theſe, he kept the Soldiers within Bounds. He was 
always accompanied- by the Cazique, and great 
Numbers of Indians, who ſupplied him with Pro- 
viſions, -and exchang*d Gold for Glaſs Beads, be: 
lieving that they over-reach'd the Spaniards, and 
could never purchaſe thoſe Toys at too dear 2 
Rate. | i | 

Ax a little Diftance from the Coaſt ſtood the 
—_— of the Idol, ſo much revered by the Indians, 
It 'was a ſquare Building of Stone, and of no con- 
temptible Architecture. The Idol bore the Figure 
of 'a Man, but of ſuch an horrible Aſpect as plainly 
diſcover'd the Original it was deſign'd to repreſent. 
This Circumſtance of Deformity was obſervable in 
all the Idols worſhipp'd by theſe miſerable People, 
however they otherwiſe differ'd in Make or Signi- 
fication ; whether it were that their Imaginations hit 
luckily in this reſpect, or that the Devil really ap- 
peared to them in ſome ſuch Shape; ſo that he who 
truck out the moſt hideous Figure, was accounted 
the beſt Workman. rt 
- *Tis ſaid this Idol was called Cozumel, and gave 
to the Iſland the Name which it retains to this Day; 
but very improperly, if it be the ſame which the 
Devil took to himſelf; and it muſt, through Inad- 
vertency, have been made uſe of in our Maps, be- 
ing contrary to all Reaſon. The Spaniards found a 
very great Concourſe of Indians at the Temple, and 
in the Midſt of them a Prieſt, ' diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt by a certain Ornament, or Part of a Cover- 
ing, which ſcarcely hid his Nakedneſs, He ſeemed 
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4 Tod and ibn ExtrEmete ridiculonsy for he 
gave hith&Psche irs ef a teacher, aw the all the 
Gravityu and Authority of which a Man dreffed | 
After ſuch a Manner was eapable; Coytes interrupted 
him; and turning toward the Cazique, i ſaid to Him, 
66 That in order to maintainthe Friendſfip tzerween 
«ther; lit was abſolutely neteſſary for him to re- 
* nounce the Worſhip of his Idols, and*to' influ- 
« ence his Sutzekts to do the ſame by his Example.“ 
After which he took him afide with his Interpreter, 
and ſhewed him the Error of his own, . the 
Truth of theoChriſtian Religion, by ſuch ! Arg. | 
ments as were accommodated! tb his Capacity, Bur 
ſo convincingy” that the Tdian wis Eonfclündes“ and 
would not venture to return any Anſwer, as having 
ſufficient Underſtanding to be Conſcious of his On 
Ignorance. He recovered himſelf, and deſired 
Leave to: commünickte the Affair to the - Prieſts, 
with whom he left the Authority | to decide abſo- 
lutely in Matters of Religion. The Reſult of this 
Conference was the bringing before Cortes that vene- 
rable Preacher; with others” of his Profeſſion, who 
all made Joud' Outcries, which, as explain'd by the 
Interpreter,” were Proteſtations on the Part of Hea- 
ven, agaifiſt thoſe who ſhould” be ſo audacious as to 
diſturb che Worſhip of their Gods, denouncing im- 
mediate Puniſhment 3 the Attempt. Cortes was 
' Heeh#'d at their Menades; and the Soldiers ace 


his Intention from his Looks, immediately attack 
their Idol, overturning the Altar, and breaking i 
in Pieces, With -ſeveral other Iols of a ſmaller Size, 
placed in different Niches. The idiam were 
aſtoniſhed at · the· Sight of this Peſtruction; but as 
the Heavens were ſerene, and they expected Ven- 
geance delayed to come down, their Adoration was 
chang'd into Contempt, and they began to deſpiſe 
ſuch ſuffering Gods. And this Paſſion was the firſt 
Effort 


64 The His Tory of the Book l. 
Effort that Truth, made in their Hearts, The teſt 
of their Temples ſuffered the ſame Fate; but in the | 
Chief of them (when cleans'd from the imapuice Frag: 
ments) the Spaniards built an Altar, whereon they 
placed the Image of the Virgin Mary, erectin = 


| Many; . CTecung at 
the Entrance a large Croſs, made by the Carpen- 
+ ters of the Fleet, with equal Zeal and Diligence. 
The Day following, Maſs was ſaid at that Altar, 
where the Cazique, accompanied by his Indians, 
aſſiſted with a Silence that look'd like Devotion; 
and perhaps it naturally flowed from that Reſpect 
which is imprinted on the Mind by our Hely Cere- 
monies, or was a ſupernatural Effect of the ineffa- 
ble Myſtery contained in that Sacrifice. 
Tnus did Cortes employ his Time and his Sol; 
diers, during the Term of eight Days, which he had 
allowed Diego de Ordax to ſtay for the Spaniards; 
who were Priſoners in Tucatan; but he return'd to 
the Iſland without bringing any Account either of 
them, or the Indians who were ſent in Queſt of 
them. Cortes was highly diſpleaſed; but believing 
the Barbarians had deceived him by falſe Intelli- 
gence, in order to gain the Preſents he had ſent for 
their Ranſom, of which they ſeemed ſo extremely 
fond, he did not care any longer to delay his Voy- 
age, or to impart his Suſpicions to the Cazique. 
In the contrary, he took his Leave of him with 
great Civility, and Tokens of an intire Satisfaction; 
earneſtly recommending to him the Croſs and the 
Holy Image, which he left in his Power, in Confi- 
dence that out of Friendſhip to him, he would pay 
them a Reſpect, till being more inſtructed in the 
Truth, he ſhould be. engaged to do it from better 
LIVES, | 
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Cortes furſues his Voyage ; but by an Accident 
finds himſelf obliged to return to the. ſame 
Hand. Geronimo de Aguilar, who had been 
Priſoner in Yucatan, arrives during bis 
Stay there, and gives an Account of bis 
Captivity. | 


6 put to Sea with a Deſign to follow 


the ſame Courſe which Juan de Grijalva had 


done before, and to diſcover the Countries from 
which he had retired; by too ſcrupulous an Obedi- 
ence to the Orders he. had receiv*d. The Fleet had 
the Wind a- ſtern, and all were overjoy'd at the 
proſperous Beginning of their Voyage, when an un- 
expected Accident gave them great Uneaſineſs. 
Juan de Eſcalante fired a Gun, and the reſt of the 
Commanders, caſting their Eyes toward him, ob- 
ſerv'd that he follow'd with Difficulty, and ſoon 
after tacked about, and ſtood for the Iſland. Cortes 
very well underſtood the Meaning of what he ſaw, 
and without ſtaying to deliberate, immediately or- 
dered all the Fleet to follow him. Juan de Eſca- 
ante ſtood in Need of all his Diligence to ſave his 
8 Veſſel; for ſhe had ſprung a Leak, and took in fo 
much Water, that ſhe was upon the Point of ſink- 

ing when ſhe reach'd the Shore, notwithſtanding all 
& poſſible Expedition had been uſed in coming to his 
Relief. The Soldiers landed; and the Cazique pre- 
ſently came down with his Indians, and ſeemed to 
be ſurprized at the ſudden Return: But when they 

underſtood the Reaſon, they very chearfully helped 
to unload the Veſſel; and afterwards aſſiſted in re- 
@ pairing and careening it, managing their Canoes 
YOU k F with 


66 The HisTory of the Book 1, 


with great Dexterity, and performing ſingular Ser- 
vice upon this Occaſion. 

Wulrx this was doing, Cortes, accompanied by 
the Cazique, and ſome of his Soldiers, went to 
viſit the 8 and found the Croſs and Image 
of the Virgin Mary in the ſame Place where he had 
left them; obſervi withal, to his great Satisfac- 
tion, ſome Sign oh the Veneration paid them by 
theſe Barbarians, in the Cleanneſs of the Temple, 
and the Perfumes they had burned, beſides Flowers 
and Boughs with which they had adorned the Altar. 
Cortes thanked the Cazique for the Care he had 
taken in his Abſence. The Indian was pleas'd, and 
receiv d the Compliments: of the Spaniards, as if it 
had been an Inſtance of his extraordinary Conduct, 
that the Image and Altar had ſtood undemoliſh'd 
for no longer a Time, at the moſt, than two or 
tee Hours. 

Tux Accident that thus retarded the 5 4; wh . 
Cortes deſerves a particular Remark, being an Event 
that may be rank'd with Things depending on For- 
tune, and yet carrying the Appearance of ſome- 
thing more than of Hazard, or Chance. They who 
faw . Courſe of their Voyage ſtopp'd, and a Ship 
ready to founder, could conſider it no otherwiſe 
than as a Misfortune which. very ordinaril happens: 
But whoever will reflect that the fame Time that 
was neceſſary for the refitting the Ship, was no leſs 
neceſſary for the Arrival. of a Chriſtian . Captive at 
that Iſland, who had been Priſoner in Yucatan, ſuffi- 
ciently infructed; in the different Languages of thoſe 
People, to ſupply the Want of an Interpreter, and 

that he was afterwards one of the principal Inſtru- 
ments of this Conqueſt, cannot attribute all this to 
Fortune, but muſt own the Hand of Providence in 
4 ny Manner. 
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Tazy were four Days refitting the Veſſel; and 
on the laſt, as they were going to embark, they diſ- 
covered, at a Diftance, a Canoe, which was croſſing 
the Gulph of Tucatan,' and ſtood directly for the 
land. They quickly perceiv'd that ſhe was filled 
with armed Indians, and were ſurprized at the Dili- 
ence they uſed to come up, without ſhewing any 
ear of the Fleet. Cortes being informed of this, 
gave Orders to Andres de Tapia to place himiſelf in 
Ambuſcade near the Place at which the Canoe was 
to land the Indians, and to diſcover their Deſigns. 
Andres d Tapia took his Poſt accordingly, where 
he could not be ſeen; But finding they: came on 
Shore with their Bows'and' Arrows, he ſuffer'd them 
to pals by him a little Way from the Coaſt, and 
then cut of their Retreat. As ſoon as the Indians 
diſcoverèd him they fled; but one amongſt them 
ſtopp'd the reſt, and advancing three or four Paces, 
Prondüncec, with a loud Voice, in the Coftilian 
Tongue, that he was a Chriſtian. Andres de Tapia 
receiv*d him with open Arms; and full of Joy for 
his good Fortune, conducted him to the General, 
follow'd by the Indians, Who appear d to be the 
Meſſengers left by Diego de Ordaꝝ upon the Coaſt 
of Nucatan. The Chriſtian had nothing to cover 
him, except juſt enough to hide his Nakedneſs. On 
one of his Shoulders he bore his Bow and Quiver; 
and over the other was thrown a Mantle like a 
Cloak, in one Corner whereof was tied our Lady's 
Office, which he immediately ſhew'd the Spaniards, 
afcribing to his Devotion the good Fortune of ſee- 
ing himſelf again amongſt Chriſtians. He made, 
his Compliments very aukwardly, not being able to 
forbear his new Manner, or to deliver what he had 
to ſay, without" intermixing 'with' his Spanifh ſome, 
Terms that were not underſtood. Cortes careſs'd 
hime xttertiely ; and covering hifi with the 2 
. - 
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had on, informed himſclf in general who he was ; 


and afterwards gave Orders to have him cloathed, 


and regaled. He publiſh'd it among his Soldiers, 
as a ſingular Felicity both to himſelf and the Under- 
taking, that he had redeemed a Chriſtian from 
Slavery, having no other Motive in View at that 
Time than pure Charity. 5 

Tris Man was called Ferom de Aguilar, a Native 
of Ecija, where he had received Deacon's Orders; 
and, according to the Account: he afterwards gave 
of his Adventures, had been near eight Years in 
that miſerable Slavery. He was ſhipwreck'd in a 
Caravel upon the Flats of the Alacranes, as he was 
paſſing from Darien to the Iſland of &. Domingo, 
and eſcaping in the Boat with twenty more in Com- 
pany, was driven upon the Shore of Jucatan, where 
they were taken, and carried to a Country of Ca- 
ribee Indians, whoſe Cazique immediately cull'd out 
the beſt-fed amongſt them, to offer them to his 
Idols, and afterwards to feaſt on the wretched Re- 
mains of the Sacrifice. One of thoſe who were re- 
ſerved for another Occaſion, by Reaſon of their 
Leanneſs, was this Ferom de Aguilar: They uſed 
him very rigorouſly, but at the ſame Time inhu- 
manly feaſted him,- that he might be in better 
Plight to furniſh a ſecond Banquet : Amazing Bru- 
tality | deteſtable to Nature, and not to be related 


without Horror! Aguilar made a Shift to eſcape 


out of a wooden Cage, in which he was confin'd ; 
not ſo much to ſave his Life, as to ſeek another 
Kind of Death : And wandering ſeveral Days at a 
Diſtance from all Settlements, without any other 
Nouriſhment than what the Herbs of the Fields 
afforded, he fell into the Hands of certain Indians, 
who preſented him to their Cazique, an Enemy to 
him from whom Aguilar had made his Eſcape. 
This Maſtcr uſed him with more Humanity, either 

| in 
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in Contradiction to the other, or perhaps becauſe 
he had a real Averſion to his Cruelties. Aguilar 
ſerved him ſome Years, running through different 
Fortunes in this new Slavery : For at firſt he oblig*d 
him to work beyond his Strength ; but afterwards 
treated him better, being ſeemingly pleas'd with his 
Obedience, and eſpecially with his Modeſty (of 
which the Spaniard gave ſome Proofs, more admi- 
rable, than the Trials of it are decent to be related); 
for there is no Temper ſo barbarous as to be wholly 
void of the Regard due to Virtue. Accordingly the 
Caꝛique gave him an Employment near his Perſon, 
and Aguilar in a little Time acquir'd his Eſteem | 
and Confidence. 

Tars Cazique dying, recommended him to his 
Son, under whom he held the ſame Employment, 
and found a favourable Occaſion of increafing his 
Credit; for the neighbouring Caziques making 
War upon him, he gained ſeveral Victories over 
them by the Valour and Conduct of Aguilar, who 
thereupon became ſo great a Favourite both of 
Prince and People, and was in ſo much Authority 
when he receiv*d the Letter from Cortes, that he 
could, without Difficulty, treat for his Liberty, as 
the Recompence of his Services; and offer, as his 
own Gift, the Preſents which were ſent as his 
Ranſom. 

Thus did Aguilar relate his Adventures; adding 
withal, that of the reſt of the Spaniard Priſoners, 
= there remained alive only one Sailor, born at Palos 

de Moguer, called Gonzalo Guerrero; that he had 

communicated to him the Letter of Cortes, and en- 
deavour'd to bring him with him, but without Ef- 
fect, he having married a rich Indian, by whom he 
had three or four Children, and excuſing his Stay 
by his Love for them, pretending natural Affection 
$ a Reaſon why he would not abandon thoſe: deplo- 

1 | rable 
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rable Conveniencies, which with him weighed mare 
than Honour or Religion. We do not find that any 
other Spaniard, in the whole Courſe of theſe Con- 
queſts, committed the like Crime; nor was the 
Name of this Wretch worthy to be remember'd in 
this Hiſtory : But being found in the Writings of 
others, it could not be concealed; and his Example 
ſerves to ſhew us the Weakneſs of Nature, and into 
what an Abyſs of Miſery a Man may fall, when 
God has abandon'd him. 1 . 


— 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Cortes proſecutes his Voyage, and arrives at the 

River of Gryalva, where the Indians oppoſe 
his Landing : He engages them, and diſem- 
barks bis Troops. 5 


IE Spaniards left this Iland, the ſecond Time, 


on the 4th of March 1519, and, without any 
Adventure worthy of Remark, they doubled the 
Point of Catoche, which, as we have already ſaid, 
is the moſt eaſterly Part of Zucatan ; and follow- 
ing the Coaſt, they came to the Road of Champa: 
ton; where the Queſtion was put, in a Council held 
on that Subject, Whether they ſhould land, or not? 
Cortes inclin'd to the Affirmative, that he might 
chaſtiſe the Indians for the Oppoſition given to 
Juan de Grijalva, and before that, to Franciſco Her- 
Bandez de Cordova; and ſome Soldiers who had been 
preſent on both thoſe Occaſions, puſh'd by a Spirit 
of Revenge, ſupported his Opinion with extreme 
Warmth: But the chief Pilot, and the reſt of his 


Profeſſion, oppoſed. it with unanſwerable Reaſons ; 


for the Wind that fayour'd the Continuance of their 
po Voyage; 
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Voyage, directly oppos'd their landing in that Place: 
Whereupon they purſued their Courſe, and arriv'd 
at the River of Grijalva. There was no Occaſion to 
deliberate here; for the good Treatment which the 
Spaniards had formerly receiv*d from the Indians of 
Tabaſco, and the Gold at that Time brought from 
thence, were two powerful Attractives to carry them 
aſhore ; and Cortes the more readily complied with 
the Inclinations of his Soldiers, for the Sake 6f 
maintaining OR with the Inhabitants, alths* 
he had no Deſign to ſtay there many Days; for his 
Thoughts were continually bent on the Dominions 
of Motezuma, of which Juan de Grijalva had the 
firſt Account in this Province; it being his Opinion, 
that in this Sort of Expeditions, it was adviſeable 
to begin with attacking the Head rather than the 
Members, and ſo encounter the greateſt Difficulty 
with his Forces intire. | - 
As he had fome Knowledge of this Place by tlie 
Experience of thoſe who had been there before, he 
made a Diſpoſition for entering the River; and 


leaving the larger Veſſels at an Anchor, he em- 


bark*d all his Soldiers, well arm'd, in thoſe of a 
ſmaller Size, and in the Boats; and was beginning 
to make the beſt of his Way againſt the Current, 
in the ſame Order as had been before obſery*d by 
Juan de Grijalva, when he perceiv'd a conſiderable 
Number of Canoes with armed Indians, which 
cover'd both Sides of the River, ſupported by ſeve- 
ral other Bodies on the Shore. Cortes drew near in 
cloſe Order, and commanded that none ſhould fire, 
or ſhew the leaſt Sign of Hoſtility. He follow*d 
in this likewiſe the Conduct of Grijalva; for he 
was more ſolicitous to uſe the proper Means of ſuc- 


_ ceeding in his Enterprize, than to avoid the Impu- 


zation of copying after another, well knowing what 
Rifques they run, who value themſelves upon find- 
- .. ing 
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ing out new Ways, with no other Deſign than to 
be diſtinguiſn'd from thoſe who went before them. 
The Indians thought to put a Stop to the Spaniards 
py their horrible Outcries: And as ſoon as they 
were ſo near, that what they ſaid could be diſtin- 
guiſh'd, Ferom de Aguilar found that he underſtood 


their Language, which was the ſame, or little diffe- 


rent from that of Yucatan; and Cortes look*d. upon 


it as the Work of Providence, that he was furniſh'd 


with ſo good an Interpreter. Aguilar inform'd 
him, that the Words he underſtood were Menaces, 
and that the Indians were inclin'd to War. Upon 
which Cortes ſtopp'd, and commanded him to ad- 
vance in one of the Boats with Offers of Peace. 


Aguilar executed his Orders; and returned in a very 


ſhort Time with an Account, that the Indians were 
in great Numbers prepared to defend the Entrance 
of the River, and ſo obſtinate in their Reſolution, 
that they had very inſolently refuſed ſo much as to 
hear him. Cortes had no Deſign to begin a War in 
that Country, or delay his Voyage; but finding that 
he was now engaged, he thought it would be diſho- 
nourable to retreat, and of dangerous Conſequence 
to ſuffer this Inſolence of the Barbariaps to go un- 
puniſhed. 


Tre Night overtaking them in a Country un- 


known, Cortes thought it moſt adviſeable to lie by 
till Day ; and diſpoſing every Thing after the beſt 


Manner he could for the Engagement during this 


Suſpenſion, he commanded all the Artillery out of 


the great Veſſels, and his Soldiers had Orders to 
arm themſelves with their Cotton Coats, for the 


better reſiſting of the Arrows; to which he added 
ſuch other Directions as he Judged neceſſary, without 
repreſenting the Danger greater or leſs than it really 
. was. He us'd all poſſible Precaution to ſecure the 


Succeſs of this firſt Action of his Troops, well 
knowing 


18275 77ö;ÜWdiñſß: T8 


Book 1. Conqueſt of Mxx1co. 73 


knowing of what Importance it is in all Enterprizes 


to begin well, but eſpecially in War, where a happy 
Beginning not only gives Reputation to an Army, 
but raiſes the Courage of the Soldiers ; it being 
peculiar to the firſt Action to have a ſecret, but 
powerful Influence on the Succeſs of thoſe that fol- 
low. | 

As ſoon as the Day appeared, the Veſſels were 
drawn up in a Half-Moon, whoſe Figure leſſen'd 


by Degrees, till it ended in the Boats, the River 


being large enough to allow ſufficient Room for 
that Diſpoſition. Their Advance was very flow, 
and ſeem'd to invite to Peace: But our Men ſoon 
diſcover'd the Canoes of the Iadians, who waited 
their coming in the ſame Order, and uſing the ſame. 
Threats as the Night before. The General com- 
manded his Men not to ſtir till they were attack'd ; 


telling them all, That they ought to uſe their Shields © 


before they employ'd their Swords, the Fuſtice of this 
War depending on the Provocation to it. And being 
defirous to have Reaſon ſtill more on his Side, he 
ſent Aguilar a ſecond Time to them with Offers of 
Peace; and to aſſure them, That this was a Fleet 
of their Friends, who deſign'd their Advantage, 
and came on the Foot of that Alliance which had 
been formerly made with Juan de Grijalva; that to 
refuſe them Entrance would be a Breach of it, and 


would oblige the Spaniards to open their Way by 
| Force of Arms; and that whatſoever Damage they 


ſhould ſuſtain, muſt be imputed to themſelves. 
Tae Anſwer to this ſecond Propoſal, was the 


giving the Signal for the Attack. They advanc'd 


by the Favour of the Current near enough to uſe 
their Arrows, of which they diſcharged ſo great a 
Number, both from-the Canoes and the Banks of 
the River, that the Spaniards were very much em- 
baraſs'd in their Endeavour to cover themſelves; 

but 
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but having received the firſt Charge according to 
Order, they return'd it with ſo much Vigour, that 
the Canoes quickly left the Paſſage free, and many 
of the Indians, intimidated by the Deaths of their 
Companions, flung themſelves into the River. Our 
Veſſels purſued their Way. up the River, without 
further Oppoſition, and approaching the Shore on 
the Left Side, the Troops began to land; but in a 
Place ſo marſhy, and cover'd with Brambles, that 
they found themſelves engaged in a ſecond Con- 
flict; for the Indians who lay there in Ambuſh, and 
thoſe who eſcaped from the Engagement on the 


River, united in one Body, and renew'd the At- | 


tack with extraordinary Fury; the great Quantity 
of Arrows, Darts, and Stones, which they dif- 
charged, increaſing the Difficulty of the Moraſs: 
But Hernan Cortes, without ceaſing to fight, drew 
up his Men ; and thoſe Ranks which were formed, 
making Head againſt the Enemy, covered the reſt 
of the Troops who were landing. 

Having form'd his Battalion in Sight of the 
Enemy, whoſe Numbers continually increas'd, he 
gave Orders to Captain Alonſo Davila to advance 
with an hundred Soldiers thro' the Wood, and poſ- 
Teſs himſelf of the Town of Tabaſco, the Capital 
of that Province, not far diſtant from the Place of 
Action, according to the Accounts of thoſe who 
had been upon the former Expedition. After which 
he immediately engaged that vaſt Multitude, forcing 
them back with equal Courage and Difficulty ; for 
he was obliged very often to march up to the Knees 
in Mud: And *tis ſaid, that in the Heat of the 
Engagement the General loſt one of his Shoes, and 
| fought a great while without miſſing it; ſo thorough- 

ly was his Attention employ'd upon the Buſineſs of 
the Day, | 
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ArrER the Spaniards had paſſed the Marſh, the 
Indians gave Way, and diſappeared in an Inſtant 
among the Buſhes. Their Flight was owing in 

art to their loſing the Advantage of the Ground, 
and in part to their Concern for the Town of Ta- 
zaſco, upon their diſcovering the March of Davila, 
as it preſently appeared by the great Multitudes 
that immediately repaired to the Defence of that 


Tk Town was fortified with a kind of Wall 


| generally uſed in the Indies, made of large Trunks 


of Trees, fixed in the Ground after the Manner 
of Paliſades, and ſo placed together, that there 
was Room between to diſcharge their Arrows. The 
Compaſs was round, without any Traverſes, or 
other Defences; and at the cloſing of the Circle, 
the Extremity of one Line covered the other, and 
formed a narrow winding Street, in which were 
two or three little Caſtles of Wood, which filled 
up the Paſſage, and wherein they were uſed to 
poſt their Centinels : A ſufficient Fortreſs againſt 
the Arms of this new World, where they were 


ö happily ignorant of the Arts of War * and of 


thoſe Methods to attack and defend, in which 
Mankind have been inſtructed, either by Malice or 
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CHA P. XVIII. 


The Spaniards gain the Town of Tabaſco. Cortes 
ſends out two hundred Men to view the Coun- 
try; who are driven back by the Indians, but 
bew great Valour both in the Engagement 
and Retreat, | 


ORTES arrived at the Town a little while 


. before Alonſo Davila, who had been hindered 
by ſome Marſhes and Lakes in his Way; and ha- 
ving join'd his Troops to the Battalion, and di- 
ſtributed among them proper Inſtruments for break- 
ing down the Paliſades, (without giving Time either 


to the Indians to recover themſelves, or to his own. 


Soldiers to reflect on the Difficulty) gave the Signal 
to begin the Attack, only ſtopping to ſay, © My 
& Friends, here we muſt lodge this Night: This is 
<< the Retreat of thoſe whom you have already con- 
% quered in the Field. This weak Wall that covers 
& them, ſerves to make them a little more bold, 
C but does not add to their Security: Let us fol- 
© low the Victory we have begun, before theſe 


© Barbarians forget their Cuſtom of flying before 


*© us, or our longer Delay give them Time to re- 
cover their Courage.” As he ended theſe few 
Words, he drew his Sword ; and ſpeaking the reſt 


by his Example, advanced before them all, and in- 
ſpired every one with a Deſire of diſtinguiſhing 


himſelf. 

Tre Soldiers went on together with equal Re- 
ſolution, and turning aſide a Shower of Arrows 
with their Shields, and even with their Swords, 
gained the Foot of the Paliſade; the Intervals of 
which were of Service at that Time for the Diſ- 

| charge 
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charge of the Fire-Arms and Croſs-Bows, which 


quickly drove the Enemy from their Poſt, and gave 
an Opportunity to thoſe who were not engaged, to 
beat down a Part of the Paliſades. The Spaniards. 
enter'd without Difficulty, becauſe the Indians re- 
tired to the inner Part of the Town; but it was. 


ſoon perceived that they had ſtopp'd up the Streets 
with other Paliſades, where they again made Head, 
but with ſmall Effect; for they were embarraſs'd by 
their own Numbers ; and while ſome where retiring 
from one Work to another, they put the reſt, who 
would have fought, into Diſorder. 

In the Centre of the Town there was a large 


Space, where the Indians made their utmoſt Efforts; 
but after a ſhort Reſiſtance, turn'd their Backs, and. 
fled into the Woods. Cortes would not follow the 


Chace, that he might give his Soldiers Time to re- 
freſh, and the Fugitives an Opportunity to ſue for 
Peace, taking Counſel from their Defeat. 

Tavs did the Spaniards gain Tabaſco, a large 
Town, and well provided for Defence; for the In- 


diam had ſent away all their Families and Effects, 


and ſtored the Place with Proviſions: So that tho' 


there was nothing found to gratify Avarice, there 


was nothing wanting which Neceſſity required. 


Fourteen or fifteen of our Men were wounded, and 
amongſt them our Hiſtorian, Bernal Diaz del Ca- 
filio, whom I follow in what he relates of himſelf; 


ſince it cannot be denied but that he was a valiant 


Soldier, and the Style of his Hiſtory ſhews, that he 


underſtood a Sword better than a Pen. In this En- 


gagement died a conſiderable Number of Indians. 


Of the Wounded there was no Account, becauſe 
they took Care to carry them off, it being a Point 


of Honour amongſt them to conceal their Loſs 


from the Enemy. 
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Ta Night the Troops lodged in three Temples, 
ſituated in that Part of the Town where they laſt 
engaged. Cortes went his Rounds, and poſted: his 
Centinels with as much Care and Exactneſs, as if 
he had' had a Veteran Army of Enemies in View, 
well knowing that a Man can never be too circum- 
ſpect in War, where nothing is more dangerous than 
too much' Security, and Caution is as' neceſſary as 
Valour in a Commander. | . 1 

Trg next Day the Count eared quite de- 
ſerted, and ſo fir as the Eye u re, chere was 
not the leaſt Sign of an Enemy, nor was there any 
Noiſe to be heard: The neighbouring Woods were 
ſearch'd, and found to be equally ſolitary. How- 
ever, Cortes did not think it proper to march out 
of his Quarters. This great Stilneſs made him ſuſ- 
picious; and his Apprehenſions were increas'd, 
when he underſtood that his Interpreter Melchior, 
who came from Cuba, had deſerted that very Night, 
leaving his Chriſtian Habit hanging on a Tree; 
Whoſe Informations might be of ill Conſequence to 
him among thoſe Barbarians, as it afterwards ap- 
peared: For it was he that induced them to renew 
the War, acquainting them with the ſmall Num- 
ber of our Soldiers; that they were not immortal, 
nor their Fire- Arms Thunder and Lightning, as they 
imagin'd; the Dread of which had made them de- 
ſirous of Peace. But his Crime did not go long 
utipuniſh*d ; for the ſame Barbarians, whom he had 
perſuaded to take up Arms, being vanquiſhed a 
{ſecond Time, reveng'd themſelves on the Adviſer 
of the War, by making him a miſerable Sacrifice 
to their Idols. 

Ix this Uncertainty, Cortes reſolv'd to fend out 
Pedro de Alvarado, and Franciſco de Lugo, each with 
an hundred Men, by different Ways 'to view the 
Coumtry; with Orders, if they found an Army 5 
the 
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the Field to retire to their Quarters, without en- 
gaging with unequal Numbers. This Reſolution 
was immediately executed: And Franciſco de Lugo, 
after little more than an Hour's March, fell into an 
Ambuſcade of numberlefs Indians, who attacked 
him on all Sides; and that with ſo much Fury, that 


he was obliged to draw up his little Battalion into a 
Square, facing every Way. The Number of the 


Enemies increafed, and the Spaniards began to be 
tired, when it pleaſed God, that Alvarado, who had 
taken a different Road from his Companion, met 


with a Marſh, which obliged him to turn aſide, 


and brought him where the Report of the Fire- 
Arms gave him Notice of the Engagement. Aa- 
rado marched ſtrait to the Noiſe, and diſcovered the 
Enemies Squadrons, at a Time when our Men were 
in the utmoſt Diftreſs. He advanced with al! the 
Haſte poſſible, under Cover of a Wood, and ſend- 
ing an Indian of Cuba to Cortes, to adviſe him of the 
Accident, drew up his Men, and fell upon the 


Enemy with ſo much Reſolution, that the Tndians,, 


furprized at the ſudden Aſſault, left them the Paſ- 


fage free, and without giving the Spaniards Time 


to break them, difpers'd of themſelves. 

Tuis Succour gave Franciſeo de Lugo's Soldiers 
Time to breathe; and as ſoon as the two Captains 
had joined their Troops, and doubled their Ranks, 
they charged another Battalion of the Enemy, who 
ſtopp'd up the Way to their Quarters, that they 
might execute the Orders they had received to 
retreat. 

HERE again they found Reſiſtance; but, in fine, 
they made Way through them with their Swords, 


marching forward, tho* continually attack*d, and 


fometimes almoſt -borne down; ſome. fought. while 
others took Breath; and whenſoever they mended 
their Pace to gain Ground, they were charg'd _ 
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the whole Body of the Enemy, who immediately, 
upon their facing about, got out of their Reach, 
retiring with the ſame Swiftneſs that they attack*d ; 
the Motions of this great Multitude of Barbarians 
reſembling the Rolling of the Sea, when the Waves 
are driven back by the Wind. 
Taz Spaniaxds had march'd about three Quar- 
ters of a League, continually plying their Wea- 
pons, when Hernan Cortes appeared at a Diſtance, 
who, upon the Notice given him by Alvarado, 
was coming to their Relief, with all the reſt of 
the Troops. As ſoon as the Indians ſpy'd him, 
they made a Halt, giving thoſe they purſued 


Time to march off, and continued a while look- 


ing on, either by way of Threatning, or to ſignify 


that they were not afraid ; yet afterwards they 


diſperſed in ſeveral ſmall Bodies, and left the Field to 


their Enemies. Cortes returned to his Quarters 
without engaging farther, becauſe it was requiſite 
to take Care of the Wounded, being eleven in 
both Companies, of which Number two died, and 
this was reckoned, at that Time, a very great Loſs. 


— — 


3 CHAP. XIX. 
The Spaniards engage with a powerful Army 
of the Indians of Tabaſco, and the Parts 


adjacent. A Deſcription of their Manner 


of fighting, and of the Vidtory obtained by 


Cortes. 


hy Priſoners were taken upon this Occaſion; 
and Cortes order*d Jerom de Aguilar to examine 
them ſeparately, to know what it was that thoſe 
Indians — their Obſtinacy on, and what F 2 

1 they 
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they had to ſupport it. Their Anſwers differ'd in 
ſome Circumſtances; but they agreed in declaring 
That all the Caziques of the neighbouring Coun- 
tries were ſummon'd to the Aſſiſtance df thoſe of 
Tabaſco; and that the next Day a very powerful 
Army was to be drawn together to make an End 
of the Spaniards at once; of which Number the 
Body that had attack*d the two Companies under 
Franciſco de Lugo, and Pedro de Alvarado, was but 
a ſmall Detachment. This Intelligence gave Cortes 
ſome Uneaſineſs ; 'whereupon he reſolved to call 
his Captains together; and adviſe with them what 
was proper to be done. He laid before them the 
Difficulties in which they were engaged, their ſmall 


Numbers, and the great Preparations the Indians had 


made to deſtroy them, without concealing the leaſt 
Circumſtance of what the Priſoners had declared: 
He then proceeded to confider how far their Glory 
was concern dz repreſenting to them their own Valour, 
the Nakedneſs and Weakneſs of their Enemies; and how 
eafily they hail defeated them at Tabaſco, at their 
Landing; but above all he urged zhe ill Conſequences 
of turning their Backs upon the Threats of thoſe Bar- 
barians, the Report of whoſe Boaſts might ſpread as 
far as the Country they were going to, which would be 
a Diſgrace of. ſo much Conſequence, that, in his Opinion, 
they muſt either intirely lay afide the Enterprize of 
New Spain, or proceed no farther till they bad either 
eftabliſh"d Peace, or ſubdued that Province; but that 
be only propoſed this as bis Opinion, being reſolved to 
aft as ſhould be judged the moſt convenient. 
Trey very well knew, that this Deference of their 
General was no Affectation; for he always valued 
himſelf upon being fond of Advice, and ſubmitting 
to that Opinion which was beſt, this being one of his 
moſt peculiar Qualities, and a ſufficient Proof of 
his Prudence : For a ſuperior Underſtanding is leſs 
Vot. I. G diſcoyer'd 
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diſcover'd by forming a good Argument, than by 
owning the Force of another*s. In this Confidence 
every one gave his Opinion ; and they all agreed, 
that it was not then practicable to depart that Coun- 
try, till they had either reduced or chaſtiſed the In- 
habitants. Whereupon Cortes proceeded to make 
the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for that Enterprize. He 
ordered the wounded Men to be carried on board, 
the Horſes to be landed, the Artillery to be in a 
Readineſs, and every Thing in Order by the next 
Morning, which was the Feaſt of the Anunciation of 
our Lady, memorable to this Day in that Country, 
on Account of the Succeſs of that Battle. Mr 

As ſoon as it was Day, he contrived that all the 
Men ſhould hear Maſs ; and giving the Command 
of the Foot to Diego de Ordaz, he and the other 
Commanders mounted on Horſeback, and kept 
pace with the Artillery, which moved, with much 
Difficulty, becauſe the Ground was boggy and un- 


even. They drew near to the Place, where, accord. 


ing to the Information of the Priſoners, the Enemy's 
Forces were to rendezvous, but found no one of 
whom they could get the leaſt Account, till coming 
to a Place called Cinthla, little leſs than a League 
from their Quarters, they diſcover'd at a great Di- 
ſtance, the Indian Army, ſo numerous, and extend- 
ing ſo far, that the Eye could not reach to ſee the 
End of them. | | 

Wx will now deſcribe the Indian Manner of 
Marching, and Engaging, which may ſerve upon 
all Occaſions in this Conqueſt, the Art of War be- 
ing almoſt the ſame among all the Nations in New 
Spain. Moſt of their Weapons were Bows and Ar- 
rows: The Bow-Strings were made of the Sinews 
of Beaſts, or of Thongs of Deer-Skin twiſted ; and 
their Arrows, for want of Iron, were headed with 
Bones ground ſharp, or Fiſh-Bones. They __ 

a kin 
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a kind of Darts, which ſometimes' they threw, and 


at others they managed like a Pike, as Occaſion re- 


quired: They had likewiſe long Swords, which 
they uſed with both Hands, as we do our. Scimi- 
tars or Falchions, made of Wood, in which they 
fixed ſharp Flints. The ſtrongeſt. of them had 
Clubs, pointed with Flints. And there were Slin- 
gers, who threw Stones with great Force and Skill. 
The defenſive Arms, which were only uſtd by Com- 
manders and Perſons of Diſtinction, were Coats of 
quilted Cotton, ill- fitted Breaſt-Plates, and Shields 


of Wood or Tortoiſe-Shell, adorned with Plates of 


ſuch Metal as they could get; and ſome made uſe 
of Gold as we do of Iron. The reſt were naked; 
and all of them deformed with various Dies and 
Colours with which they painted their Faces and 
Bodies; a Martial Sort of Ornament, which they 
made uſe of to ſtrike a Terror into their Enemies, 
believing that Uglineſs made them appear dreadful; 
as Tacitus relates of the Arii, a People in Germany, 
and remarks that an Impreſſion on the Eye is the 


firſt Step to Victory. Their Heads were covered 


with divers Plumes of Feathers, like Crowns, raiſed 
high to make them appear taller. They had alſo 


warlike Inſtruments, and Muſick, with which they 


animated their Soldiers, and gave Signals; as Flutes 
made of great Canes; Sea-Shells; and a Sort of 
Drums, made of the Trunk of a Tree, ſo hollowed, 
and made thin, that they anſwered to the Stroke of 
the Stick a very diſpleaſing Sound, but ſeemed well 


ſuited to the Ears of thoſe People. 


Txxy formed their Battalions of great Numbers, 
without any Order; but had Troops of Reſerve to 


relieve where there was Occaſion. They made their 


Attacks with great Fury, and terrible Outcries, 
with which they thought to intimidate their Ene- 
mies; a Cuſtom which ſome have accounted * 
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the Brutalities of thoſe Indians, without obſerving. 
that it has been uſed by many antient Nations, and 

not deſpiſed even by the Romans: For Cæſar in his 

| | | Commentaries commends the Cries of his own Sol- 

If diers, and blames the Silence of thoſe of Pompey ; 

| and Cato the Elder was wont to ſay, that he had ob- 

| tained more Victories by the Cries of the Soldiers, 

[ than by their Swords; both of them being of Opi- 

| nion, that the Cries of the Soldiers proceeded from 

| the Courage that was in the Heart. We do not 

l argue whether this is a commendable Cuſtom. or 
| 

| 


not; but only ſay, it was not ſo barbarous in the 
Indians, as to be without Example in other Nations. 
Their Armies were compos'd of Natives, and ſeve- 
ral Troops of Auxiliaries from the neighbouring 
Provinces, who came to the Aſſiſtance of their Con- 
| federates, being led by their Caziques, or ſome 

(| Prime Indian of their Family. They were divided 
into Companies, whoſe Captains led, but could 
ſcarce govern their Men; for, when they came to 
engage, they were directed either by Fear or Rage, 
as is uſual among ſuch Multitudes, being equally 
eager to attack, and to run away. 

Such was the Soldiery of the Indians; and after 
this Manner that Army, or rather Inundation of 
Men, which ſeem'd to cover all the Country, ad- 
vanced towards the Spaniards. Cortes was ſenſible 
of the Danger he was in, yet did not deſpair of the 
Succeſs, but encourag'd his Soldiers with a chearful 
Countenance; and poſting them under the Shelter 
of a riſing Ground, which covered their Rear, and 
placing the Artillery where it could do moſt Exe- 
cution, he ſtruck into a Wood with his fifteen Horſe, 
advancing, far into it, in order to ſally out, and 
flank them, as Occaſion ſhould require. As 
ſoon as the Indian Army came up within a proper | 
Diſtance, they firſt ſhot their Arrows, and then fell | 
| | upon 
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upon the Spaniards with ſo much Fury and Precipi- 
tation, that the Fire-Arms and Croſs-Bows not be- 
ing able to ſtop them, they were obliged to make 
uſe of their Swords. Great was the Slaughter made 
among them ; and as they preſs'd on in Throngs, 
the Artillery deſtroy'd whole Companies; but they 
were ſo obſtinate, that as ſoon as the Ball was paſs d 
they cloſed again, and cover'd the Loſs they had 
ſuſtain' d, making loud Cries, and throwing Hand- 
fuls of Duſt into the Air, that the Spaniards might 
not ſee thoſe who fell, or hear their Lamentations. 
DrEOO UE OR DAZ repaired to all Parts, acquit- 
ting himſelf both as a good Captain and a valiant 
Soldier :; But the Enemies being fo very numerous, 
the Spaniards had enough to do to ftand their 
Ground; and the Inequality of their Strength be- 
gan to appear, when Cortes, who could not come 
ſooner to the Aſſiſtance. of his Men, by reaſon of 


ſome Brooks he had to paſs, ſally'd forth from the 


Wood, and fell upon all that Army, breaking thro” 
the thickeſt of their Battalions; and doing ſuch 
Execution with his Horſe, that the Indians, wounded 
and trodden under Foot, thought of nothing but 
getting from them, throwing away their Arms, as 

an Obſtacle to the Swiftneſs of their Flight. 
Dizco DE OR DAZ was ſenſible that the Relief 
he had expected was come, by the weak Reſiſtance 
of the Enemies Van-Guard, which began to face 
about by Reaſon of the Confuſion in the Rear; 
whereupon, without Loſs of Time, he advanced 
with his Foot, charging thoſe who oppreſs*d him 
with ſo much Reſolution, that he obliged them to 
give Way, gaining the Ground as they loſt it, till 
he came to the Place which Cortes and his Captains 
bad clear'd of the Enemy.. They all joined to 
make the laſt Effort, and were forced to mend 
their Pace; for the Indians were retiring in an haſty 
| G 3 Manner, 
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Manner, yet ſtill making Head, and employing 
their miſſive Weapons; and this Manner of making 
off and withdrawing from the Fight in good Order 
they continued till the Spaniards came up to them, 
when finding themſelves again attack'd, they turn'd 
2 Backs, and inſtead of wre ing fled out- 
right. 

Convis commanded his Men-to halt, to weold 
the ſhedding of more Blood, ordering 'only ſome 
Priſoners to be taken, whom he might make Uſe of 
to ſet on Foot a Tre.'ty of Peace, which he chiefly 
had in View, looking on this War as no more than 
a Circumſtance of his principal Deſign. Above 
eight hundred Indians remained dead upon the Spot, 
and the Number of the Wounded was very great. 
Of the 'Spaniards, two Soldiers ns Killed, and 
wor (Ove arid ten wounded. 

THe Enemies Army, 'according to che Accounts 
we have, conſiſted of -forty thouſand Men; who, 
altho* they were naked Barbarians, (as ſome foreign 
Writers have obſerved) yet had Hands to do Mil. 
chief: And ſhould we grant that they wanted 
Courage, which is proper*to Men, yet they could 
not be deſtitute of F ierceiieſs, of which brute Beaſts 
are A 

Tux Action of 7 abaſeo! in ſpite of Envy, 1 was 
krely worthy of the Honour afterwards done it; by 
building a Church in Commemoration of the Day 
on which the Battle was fought, dedicated to our 
Lady of Victory, and by giving the ſame Name to 
the firk Town which the Spaniards built-in that 
Province. The greateſt Share of the happy Succeſs 
mult be aſcrib*d to the Valour of the Soldiers, who 
by their Courage and Reſolution, ſupply*d their 
want of Numbers, tho* they had the Advantage of 
engaging in good Order, againſt an Army without 
wy Manner. of Diſcipline, * Cortes opened the Way 
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to the Victory, by breaking through the main Body 
of the Indians with his Horſe : An Action, in which 
he ſhew' d no leſs Conduct than Valour. Nor can it 


be denied but that the Horſes had their Part in this 


Action, the Strangeneſs of them terrifying the In- 
dians; for they had never ſeen any before, and ima- 
gin'd them to be fierce Monſters, half Man and 
half Beaſt, as the antient Heathens, who were leſs 
excuſable in that Particular, fancy*d of the Centaurs. 
Some Authors relate, that St. James the Apoſtle 
fought for the Spaniards in this Battle upon awhite 
Horſe ; and add, that Cortes, out of his particular 
Devotion, attributed this Relief to St. Peter. But 
Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, who was preſent, utterly 
denies the Miracle; and declares, that neither he, 
nor any of his Companions either ſaw or heard of 
any ſuch Thing. It is an Exceſs of pious Zeal to 


aſcribe thoſe Things to Heaven which eb 


contrary to all Appearances,” or Hope. 1 confeſs 
-myſ{clf little inclinꝰd to this but in caſe of any 
extraordinary Accident, am willing to leave the 
immediate Operation to natural Cauſes: But it is 
certain, tiiat thoſe wic read the Hiltery © of the 


Weſt Indies, will meet with many Truths that look 


like Hyperboles, and many Events, which it was 
neceſſary to make miracplous, that they might ap- 
iar 4 N WA ALI 
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CHAP. xx. 


The Spaniards make Peace with the 2 of 
Tabaſco, and celebrate the Feſtival of Palm- 
Sunday. After zo ich they reimbark, and 
continue their Voyage. 


* a 4 


Tx next Day Cortes cauſed the Priſoners to bs 


brought before him, among whom were two 
or three Officers. They diſcovered in their Coun- 
tenances very great Fear, expecting to be treated 


after the ſame cruel Manner they uſed to treat the 


Vanquiſh'd. But Cortes receiv'd them with great 
Courteſy; and encouraging them with a chearful 
Countenance, and with Embraces, ſet them at pi #® 
berty, giving them ſome trifling Preſents ;, and tel- 
1 them af the ſame Time, That he knew both 

ow. {0 E and and Forgive. This Piece of Hu- 
manity good an Effect, that within a few 
Hours ſeveral Indians came to the Quarters loaden 
with Jud zan Wheat, Fowl, and other. Proviſions, 


. A g by that Preſent 2 facilitate the Peace 


they were to NN rom the principal Ca- 


zique of Tabaſco. e People who game on this 


mbaſſy, were of the meaneſt Sort, and made no 


Figure; which Jerom de Aguilar took Notice of, 


becauſe it was the Cuſtom of this Country, upon all 
ſuch Occaſions, to ſend Perſons of the firſt Rank, 
adorned with all their Finery. And altho' Cortes 
was very deſirous of Peace, he refuſed tp admit 
their Propoſals, as not coming in due Form ; and 
ſent back the Indians without ſo much as ſeeing 
them; bidding them, by his Interpreter, acquaint 


their Ms That if be defired his Friendſbip, be 
ruſt ſeud Perſons of greater Account, and after a more 


decent 
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decent Manner, to ſolicit it. Cortes was of 0 pinion, 
that theſe Formalities, which ſupport Authority, 
were not to be diſpenſed with, nor any Failings of 
Reſpect ſuffer'd in thoſe who came as Suppliants; 
for in ſuch Sort of Affairs, the Manner of Acting 
is almoſt of as much Importance as the Thing it- 
ſelf. 

Tun Cazique acknowledg'd his Fault; and to 
make Amends, the next Day ſent thirty Indians of 
better Quality, with their Ornaments of Plumes and 
Jewels, wherein all their Pride conſiſted; They 
were follow'd by a Train of Indians, loaded with 
another Preſent of the ſame Kind as before, but 
in greater Abundance. Cortes gave them Audi- 
ence, attended by all his Captains, affecting a grave 


and; ſevere Countenance, becauſe he thought it pro- 


per, upon this Occaſion, to lay aſide his natural Af- 
fability. They approached with very great Sub- 
miſſion; and having perfum'd him with their Fire- 
Pans, in which they — Gum- Anime, Gum- Co- 
pal, and other ſweet Scents, (an uſual Ceremony 
when they would expreſs the greateſt- Veneration) 
they delivered their Embaſſy; which began with 
ſome frivolous Excuſes for their paſt War, and con- 
cluded in earneſt Intreaties for Peace. The General 
repreſented to them, after a very ſerious Manner, 
the juſt Cauſes he had to be diſpleasꝰ d with them; 
to the End, that on a View of their Faults, the 
Pardon might appear with greater. Luſtre, and the 
Peace which he granted them prove the more wel- 
come. The Ambaſſadors received it with great Ap- 
plauſe, returning extremely ſatisfied, and eaſily en- 
riched with thoſe fight Baubles they. 4a highly 
valued. - | 
AFTERWARDS the S himſelf came to viſit 
Cortes, accompany'd by all his Officers and Rela- 
fions, bringing with him a Preſent of Cotton 1 
umes 
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Plumes of various Colours, and ſome Pieces of low 
Gold, more valuable for the Workmanſhip than for 
the Metal. He firſt made his Preſent, in order to 


be better received. Cortes careſsd him very much; 


and all the Viſit paſs'd in Compliments, and Pro- 
teſtations of a reciprocal and ſincere Friendſhip, all 
tranſacted by the Interpreter. The Spaniſb Captains 


treated the other Prime Indians, who accompanied 


the Cazique, after the ſame Manner; and nothing 


appeared but Signs of Joy and Peace, which they 
explained by their Countenances and Embraces, to 
ſupply the Want of Language. The Cazique took 
his Leave, appointing another Day for an Interview; 
and to ſhew his Sincerity, and how much he con- 
fided in the General, he immediately ordered his 
Subjects to return with their F amilies to Tobaſco, 
and aſſt the eee in whatſoever _— ſhould 
want. 


Tux next Day he came again to the Quarters 


with the ſame Attendance, and twenty Indian 
Women, well dreſs'd, after the Manner of the 


Country ; telling Cortes he brought them as a Pre- 
ſent, to ſerve him and his Companions, as being 


very ſkilful in dreſſing all Sorts of Meat, and in 


making Bread of Indian Wheat, which, amen 


them, was always the Work of Women. 


They ground the Grain between two Stones, like 


thoſe we uſe for Chocolate; and when reduced to 


Flour they made it into Paſte, without-having any 
Occaſion for Leaven. Then they ſpread and mould- 


ed it upon a ſort of earthen Plates, which they put 


over the Fire, and baked it; this being 'the- Bread 
with which God has abundantly ſupphed that new 
World, to make Amends for the Want of Wheat, 
and is very agreeable to the Taſte, and not offenſive 
to the Stomach. Among theſe Women came one 
principal Indian, well made, and of mage than ordi- 
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nary Beauty, who was afterwards baptized, and re- 
ceived the Name of Marina, and proved very neceſ- 
ſary in the Conqueſt, as will appear in its proper Place. 

Cortes went aſide with the Cazique, and the Chief 
of thoſe that followed him; and by Means of his 
Interpreter inform'd them, That he was the Subject 
and Officer of a very powerful Monarch; and that bis 
Intention was to make them happy, by bringing them 
under the Obedience of his Prince; to convert them to 
the true Religion, und deſtroy the Errors of their Ido- 
latry. He enforced theſe Propoſals with his natu- 
ral Eloquence, and ſo much Authority, that the In- 
dians were perſuaded, or at leaſt inclined to Rea- 
ſon, The Anſwer they gave was, That they ſhould 


think themſelves very happy in obeying a Monarch, 


whoſe. Power and Greatneſs appeared with ſuch, Ad- 
vantage in the Valour of his Subjects. But as to the 
Point of Religion, they were more reſerved. ' ., 

Taz Defeat of their Army by. ſuch a Handful 
of Spaniards, made them doubt whether they were 
not aſſiſted by ſome Deity ſuperior to their own. 
But though they could not reſolve to confeſs it, 


their admitting the Doubt was no ſmall Step to- 


wards the Fruth. 

Tux Pilots yeaſt the Departure of the F leet, 
which, according to their Obſervations, might be 
endanger d by any longer Stay in that Place. And 
though Cortes was concerned to leave thoſe Peo- 
ple, before he had better inſtructed them on the 
Subject of Religion, he found himſelf obliged to 


think of his Voyage; and Palm- Sunday drawing near, 


he appointed that Day for embarking, ſo ordering 
it, that the Feſtival might be kept firſt, according 
to the Rites of the Church, Religion being always 
his firſt Care. To which End he raiſed an Altar in 
the Fields, which he covered with Boughs, in 
Form of a Chapel: A ruſtick, but decent Struc- 


ture, 
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ture, and which was the ſecond Church of New 
Spain. At the ſame Time they embarked their Pro- 
viſions, and made all other neceſſary Preparations 
for their Voyage. The Indians aſſiſted in all Things 
with an officious Diligence; and the Cazique, with 
his Captains, attended Cortes with the greateſt Re- 
ſpect and Veneration. Father Bartolome de Olmedo, 
and the Licentiate Juan Diaz, made Uſe of this 
Opportunity to endeavour to bring them into the 
Way of Truth, purſuing what Cortes had ſo well 
begun, and taking Advantage of the good Incli- 
nations they ſhewed in their Anſwers: But they 
only comply'd as Men that were ſubdued, being 
more inclin*d to receive another God; than to part 
with any of their own. They hearken'd with Plea- 
fure, and ſeem'd deſirous to comprehend what they 
heard : But Reaſon was no fooner admitted by the 
Will, than it was rejected by the Underſtanding. 


The mit that the two Prieſts could effect at that 


Time, was to leave them in a good Diſpoſition, and 
to perceive that it required more Time to prepare 
their rude and uncultivated Minds, to become ſen- 
ſible of their Blindneſs. | 

On Sunday Morning there came an Baits Num- 
ber of Indians, from the neighbouring Parts, to ſee 
this Feſtival of the Chriſtians; and the Boughs, 
being bleſt with the uſual Solemnity, were diſtri- 
buted among the Soldiers, who all march'd in Pro- 
ceſſion with equal Modeſty and Devotion: A Sight 
worthy of better Spectators; and which appeared 
with the more Luſtre among thoſe Infidels, as Light 
from the Oppoſition of Darkneſs. However, it 
had ſome little Effect upon thoſe Heathens; for, as 
Aguilar afterwards declar*d, they cry'd out, This 
muſt needs be a great God, to whom ſuch valiant 
'Men ſbew ſo much Reſpect. They hit upon the 


Nee but miſtook in their Way of Reaſoning. 
WIEN 


ii 
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Wurx Maſs was done, Cortes took Leave of the 
Cazique, and the principal Indians; and havin 
confirm'd the Peace with further Demonſtrations 5 
Friendſhip, he embarked, leaving thoſe People ra- 
ther obedient, than ſubje& to the King; and as to 
Religion, ſo far in the Way to Salvation, as to de- 
ſire, or, at leaſt, not to oppoſe the Means of ob- 
taining it. | | | 


— „„ — trade... 


C . 


Cortes proceeds on his Voyage. The Fleet arrives 
at St. Juan de Ulua. The Soldiers land. The 

General receives an Embaſſy from Motezuma's 

Governors. An Account who Donna Marina 
Was, | 


HE Monday after Palm-Sunday the Spaniards 
J ſet Sail, and following the Coaſt to the Weſt- 
ward, came within Sight of the Province of Gua- 
zacoalco; and without putting in at Rio de Banderas, 
or the River of Banners, had a View of the [land of 
Sacrifices, and other Places, which had before been 
diſcovered and forſaken by Juan de Grijalva; the 
Soldiers who had ſerved under him, telling their 
Comrades what Adventures they had met with in 
that Expedition; and Cortes learning from the ill 


Succeſs of that Enterprize, how to manage his own - 


better. At length they arriv'd at St. Juan de ua 


on Maundy- I hur ſday at Noon; and the Ships had 


no ſooner anchored between the Iſland and the main 
Land, to ſhelter themſelves from the North Winds, 
than they ſaw two large Canoes, which in that 
Country are called Piraguas, coming from the 
neighbouring Coaſt, with ſome Indians in gr ; 

wag 
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who drew near, without ſhewing the leaſt Concern 
at the Fleet, diſcovering by this Security, and ſome 
Signs they made, that they came in a peaceable 
Manner, and deſired to be heard. 

WIEN they were within a ſmall Diſtance of the 
Admiral, they began to ſpeak in a ſtrange Lan- 
guage, that Aguilar did not underſtand; which much 
troubled Cortes, being concern'd to want an Inter- 
preter when he had moſt Occaſion for him, look- 


ing upon it as a great Obſtacle to his Undertaking : 


But Providence, that brings about its Deſigns, by 
Ways that to- Men appear caſual, ſoon relieved 
him in this Diſtreſs. The Indian Woman, whom 
we ſhall now call Donna Marina, was not far from 
Cortes and Aguilar, and gueſſing by their Looks 
what they were diſcourſing, and what they wanted, 
ſhe told Aguilar in the Yucatan Tongue, that thoſe 
Indians ſpoke the Mexican Language, and deſired 
Audience of the General on the Part of the Gover- 
nor of that Province. Cortes ordered them to come 
aboard ; and laying aſide the Uneaſineſs he had 
been under, gave Thanks to God, acknowledging 
it was owing, to his infinite Goodneſs, that, contrary 
to all his Hopes, he had found an Inſtrument 
whereby to make himſelf underſtood in a Country 
which he had ſo earneſtly defired to ſee. 
Donna Marina, according to the Report of Ber- 
nal Diaz del Caſtillo, was Daughter to the Cazique 


of Guazaroalco, one of the Provinces ſubject to the 


Emperor of Mexico, bordering upon that of Ta- 
baſco, and had, through ſome Accidents of Life, 
which are variouſly reported, been carry*d away in 
her Youth to Xicalango, a ſtrong Place upon the 
Confines of Tucatan, which was kept by a Mexican 
Garrifon. There ſhe was bred in a poor Manner, no 
way agreeable to her Birth, till by a freſh Misfor- 
tune, either by Sale, or being taken in War, ſhe 

| | became 
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became a Slave to the Cazique of Tabaſco, who 
made a Preſent of her to Cortes. In Guazacoalco, 
and in Xicalango, they ſpoke the general Mexican 
Language, and in Tabaſco that of Zucatan, which 
Aguilar underſtood :. So that Donna Marina under- 
ſtood both thoſe Languages, and explained to the 
Indians in the Mexican, what Aguilar told her in 


that of Tucatan, Cortes making Uſe of this round- 


about Way of ſpeaking by two Interpreters, till 
ſuch Time as Donna Marina had learn'd Yar, 
which was not long; for ſhe had a very ready Wit, 
and ſeveral natural Endowments, which well agreed 
with the Nobility of her Birth. Antonio de Herrera 
ſays ſhe was a Native of Xaliſco, and that ſhe was 
brought to Tabaſco from a very diſtant Country 
for Xaliſco is on the other Sea, in the very fur- 
theſt Part of New Galicia. Perhaps he took this 
Notion from Franciſco Lopez de Gomara; but 
we cannot apprehend, why in this, and other more 
important Matters, he does not follow the Account 
of Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, whoſe Manuſcript he 
had at Hand; for he follows and quotes him in 
many Parts of his Hiſtory. Donna Marina was 
ever a moſt faithful Interpreter to Cortes; and he 
confirmed her in his Intereſt by Ways not altoge- 
ther ſo decent; for he had a Son by her, c alled 
Don Martin Cortes, who was made a Knight of St. 
Jago, in Conſideration of the. Nobility of his 
Mother's Birth. This was no juſtifiable Method to 
ſecure her Fidelity ; but ſome will have it to have 
been good Policy: However, we are more apt to 
believe it was the ill Effect of an ungoverned Paſ- 
ſion, notwithſtanding the World is accuſtomed to 
give the ſpecious Title of Reaſon of State, to that 


which is in Reality no other than human Weak- 
neſs, 


" Tas 
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Tur Indians being admitted to the Preſence of 


the General, acquainted him, Thar Pilpaloe and Teu- 


tile, the one Governor, and the other Captain Gene- 
ral of that Province, for the great Emperor Mote- 
zuma, had ſent them to know of the Commander 
of that Fleet, with what Intention he was come up- 


on their Coaſt; and to offer him what Succour and 


Aſſiſtance he ſhould ſtand in Need of, in order to 


continue his Voyage. Cortes careſs' d them, gave 


them a few Baubles, and treated them with ſome 
Spaniſh Diet and Wine; and having thus oblig'd 
them, anſwer' d. That he came as 4 Friend to 
&« treat concerning Matters of great Importance to 


„ their Prince, and all his Empire; for which Pur- 


„ poſe he would meet the two Governors, and 
© hoped to receive the ſame good Treatment from 
„ them, as others of his Nation had done the Year 
© before.” And having received ſome Informa- 
tion concerning the Greatneſs of Motezuma, his 
Riches, and Form of Government, he ſent them 
away very well contented. + 

Tank next Day in the Morning, being Good 


Friday, the Spaniards all landed on the Shore neareſt 
the Fleet: And Cortes gave Orders for landing the 


Horſes and Artillery; and that the Soldiers, in 
Companies, ſhould go and cut Faſcines to entrench 
themſelves, not forgetting to poſt 'the neceſſary 
Guards at the Avenues, and to build a ſufficient 
Number of Barracks to ſhelter them from the Heat 
of the Sun, which at that Time was very great. 
The Artillery was planted ſo as to command the 
Country, and in a little Time they were all under 
Cover; for Teutile ſent a great Number of Indians 
with Proviſions, and Orders to aſſiſt the Spaniards 
in that Work: To whom they were of great Uſe, 
becauſe they brought their Tools edg*d with ſharp 
Flints, with which they cut Stakes, and — 

| | them 
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Boughs and Leaves of Palm-Trees, forming the 
Walls and Roofs of a Lodging with much Eaſe and 
Diligence, being great Maſters in this Kind of 
Architecture, as having in many Places no other 
Houſes, and being leſs barbarous in proportioning 
their Structures to what Nature requires, than thoſe 
who build vaſt Palaces, where ſtill they cannot find 
ſufficient Room for their Vanity. They alſo brought 
ſome Cotton Cloths, with which they covered the 
Officers Barracks, the better to defend them from 
the Heat of the Sun. In the beſt of them Cortes 
ordered an Altar to be ſet up, on which, when 
adorn'd, he placed the Image of the Virgin Mary, 
and at the Entrance a great Croſs, in order to cele- 
brate Eafter : For Religion was always his principal 
Care; and in that he was equally zealous with the 
Prieſts. Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo aſſures us, that 
Maſs was ſaid on that Altar the ſame Day they 


landed; but we do not believe that Father Barto- 
lome de Olmedo, and the Licentiate Juan Diaz, could 


be ſo ill inſtructed, and ſo ignorant of the Offices 
of the Church, as not to know- that Maſs could not 
be ſaid on Good-Friday. He very often depends 
too much upon his Memory : But what is moſt to 
be wondered at, is, that Antonio de Herrera ſhould 
follow him; and almoſt copy him in this Miſtakez 


into which I ſuppoſe both to have fallen through 


Inadvertency ; and I do not take Notice of it ſo 
much with a Deſign to cenſure them, as to make 
it a Leflon to myſelf to avoid the like Negligences. 
CorTEs underſtood by theſe Indians, that Gene- 
ral Teutile was attended by a conſiderable Body of 
Troops, and that he was eſtabliſhing the Dominion 
of Motezuna in ſome Places newly conquer'd of 
this Province, the Civil Government of which wag 
veſted in Pilpatoe. And the great Care they took 
Vol. I. H to 


them in the Ground, interwoye with them the 
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to ſend Proviſions, and help the Spaniards in build- 
ing of their Barracks, was not without Artifice, ſo 
far as could be gathered; for they were very much 
terrified with the Account of the Succeſs at Ta- 
Zaſro, which had now ſpread over all the Country; 
and conſidering that the Forces with which they 
were provided were inferior in Strength to thoſe 
that had been vanquiſh'd, they had Recourſe to 
Preſents and Civilities, in order to oblige where 
they could not reſiſt: A Contrivance of Fear, 


which often makes thoſe generous who: dare not 
declare themſelves Enemies. : 


The Exp of the FIRST Book. 
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„ 

Teutile General of Motezuma's Troops, and 
Pilpatoe Governor ef the Province, come to 
vit Cortes on the Part of Motezuma. An 
Account of what paſſed between them, and of 


the Painters who drew the Pictures of the 
Spaniſh Forces. 


HE. Spaniards paſſed this Night, and the fol- 
lowing Day, in great Tranquillity, but not 


the leſs upon their Guard; and the Indians 
were continually coming to their Quarters, ſome to 
work, and others with Proviſions, which they truck*d 
for Baubles. Nothing extraordinary happened till 
Eaſter-Day in the Morning, when Teutile and Pilpatoe 
came witha very great Attendance to viſit Cortes. He 
receiv*d them in equal State, ſurrounded by his Of- 
ficers and Soldiers; for he thought it proper to 
make a Shew of Authority, when he was to treat 
| H 2 with 
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with the Miniſters of a great Prince. The firſt 
Compliments being over, in which the Mexicans ex- 
ceeded, and Cortes endeavoured to temper his 
Gravity with Courteſy, he carried them with him 
to the great Barrack, which ferved for a Chapel, it 
being the Hour of divine Service; ordering Aguilar 
and Donna Marina to tell them, that before he ac- 
quainted them with the Intention of his Journey, 
he was to comply with the Duties of his Religion, 
and recommend to the God of all other Gods the 
good Succeſs of his Propoſition. 3 
IM EDIATELY Maſs was celebrated with all poſ- 
ſible Solemnity. Father Bartolome de Olmedo offi- 
ciated, aſſiſted by the Licentiate Juan Diaz, Ferom 
de Aguilar, and ſome Soldiers, who underſtood how 
to ſing the Service of the Church; the Indians look- 
ing on all the while with a kind of Aſtoniſhment, 
which tho* the Effect of Novelty, had the Air of 
Devotion. After Service was over, they returned to 
the General's Barrack, who entertained the two Go- 
vernors at Dinner, and treated them with great Plenty 
and Oftentation. | 

ThE. Banquet being over, Hernan Cortes call'd 
his Interpreters, and, with a determin'd Air ſaid, 
That his coming thither was to treat with the Empe- 
ror Motezuma on the Part of Don Carlos of Auſtria, 
Monarch of the Eaſt, touching Affairs of great Impor- 
tance, not only to his own Perſon and Eftate, but like- 

_ wiſe to the Welfare of all his Subjekts; for performing 

_ whereof, it was neceſſary for him to appear before his 
Royal Preſence, and hoped he ſhould be admitted with 
all the Civility and Reſpect that was due to the Great- 
neſs of the King who ſent him. 

Borg the Governors chang'd Countenance at this 
Propoſal, and ſeem'd to hear it with great Diſſatis- 
faction: but before they returned an Anſwer, Teutile 
ordered a Preſent he had provided to be brought 

into 


— 
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into the Barrack; and about twenty or thirty In. 
dians came in loaded with Proviſions, fine Cloths, 
Feathers of ſeveral Colours, and a great Box, in 
which were divers Pieces of Gold, curiouſly wrought. 
Having made his Preſent with a goad Grace and 
Civility, and finding it was well received and praiſed, 
he turned to Cortes, and by the Help of the ſame 
Interpreters, prayed him to accept that ſmall Preſent 
from two Slaves of Motezuma*s, who had Orders to 
entertain ſuch Strangers as ſhould come upon his Coaſts; 
but adding, that he muſt immediately think of proſe- 
cuting his Voyage, it being no eaſy Matter to ſpeak 
with their Prince; and that they thought they did 
him no ſmall Service in thus undeceiving him, before 
Experience made him ſenſible of the Difficulty of his 

Pretenſion. | | | 
CorTEes replied with ſome Heat, That Kings 
never refuſed to hear the Embaſſies of other Princes; 
neither could their Miniſters, without very poſitive Or- 
ders, take upon themſehves ſo bold a Reſolution as 
to oppoſe it : That what belonged to them to do in this 
Caſe, was to acquaint Motezuma with 5h18 Arrival, 
for which he would allow ſome Time; but that they 
ſhould likewiſe let their Emperor know, that he came 
fully reſolved to ſee bim, and poſitively determined not to 
leave his Country, with Diſhonour to the King whoſe Re- 
preſentative he was. This bold Reſolution of Cortes 
gave the Indians ſo much Uneaſineſs, that they durſt 
not reply ; on the contrary, they earneſtly entreated 
him not to move from tl. dſe Quarters till the Re- 
turn of Motezuma's Anſwer, offering to ſupply him 
with all Things that were neceſſary for the Support 
of his Soldiers. . LEON 
Ar this Time ſome Mexican Painters, who came 
in the Train of the two Governors, were very buſy 
about drawing upon Cotton Cloths, (which they 
brought ready prim'd for that Purpoſe) the Ships, 
| H 3 Soldiers, 
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Soldiers, Arms, Artillery, Horſes, and every Thing 
elſe that appeared to them remarkable ; of which 
Variety of Objects they form'd different Landſkips, 
no way contemptible, either for the Drawing or the 
Colours. V | 
Ov Bernal Diaz enlarges too much upon the 
Skill of theſe Painters; for he ſaith they drew all 
the Captains, and that the Pieces very much re- 
ſembled them : But let that paſs as an Hyperbole. 
leſs reſembling the Truth ; for ſuppoſing them to 
have underſtood the Art of Painting, they had too 
little Leiſure to obſerve the Nicety and Tediouſneſs 
that Imitation requires. TD 
Trexst Pictures weredrawn by the Order of Teu- 
tile, the better to inform Motezuma of that extraor- 
dinary Novelty; and to make their Deſcriptions 
more intelligible, they placed ſome Characters here 
and there, with which they ſeemed to explain, and 
give the Signification of the Picture. This was 
their Manner of Writing ; for they had not attained 
the Uſe of Letters, nor were they acquainted with 
thoſe Signs or Elements, invented by other Nations, 
to repreſent Syllables, and make Words viſible ; but 
they explained themſelves by their Pencils, marking 
down material Things with their own proper Images, 
and the reſt with Numbers and ſignificant Signs, 
diſpoſed after ſuch a Manner, that the Number, 
Sign, and Figure formed the Idea, and fully ex- 
plained the Meaning; an excellent Invention, (which 
ſhewed their Capacity) M, the Hieroglyphicks of 
the Egyptians, who boaſtell of their Wit in that which 


was common among the Indians, and which the 
Mexicaus practiſed with ſuch Dexterity, that they 
had whole Books of this kind of Characters, and 
legible Pictures, in which they preſerved the Re- 
membrance of their Antiquities, and left to Poſte- 
rity the Annals of their Kings, | 
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CorTEs had Notice of what theſe Painters were 
doing, and went out to ſee them, not without ad- 
miring their Skill; and being informed that they 
were painting upon thoſe Cloths the Information 
which Teutile was to give Motezuma of what he 
had propos'd, and the Forces he had with him to 
make it good, he, with his uſual ſprightly Wit, 
preſently obſerved that thoſe dumb Images wanted 
Action and Motion to expreſs the Valour of his 
Soldiers, and therefore reſolved to exerciſe his Men 
before them, to give the greater Life and Vigour to 
the Picture. To this End he ordered them to their 
Arms; drew up all his Men in a Body; cauſed the 
Artillery to be made ready; and telling Textile and 
Pilpatoe that he would entertain them after the 
Manner of his Country, he mounted his Horſe with 
his Captains. They firſt ran two and two after the 
Manner in Spain, and then the whole Troop being 
divided into two Bodies, they ſkirmiſh*d in a mar- 
tial Manner; at which ſtrange Sight the indians 
ſtood amaz' d, and like Men beſide themſelves: For 
obſerving the obedient Fierceneſs of thoſe Beaſts, 
they began to think there was ſomething more than 
natural in thoſe Men that managed them. Imme- 
diately, at a Signal made by Cortes the Fire-Arms 


diſcharged, and ſoon after the Artillery: The Con- 


fuſion and Aſtoniſnment of thoſe People increaſing 
(as the Noiſe was repeated and augmented) with 
ſuch various Effects, that ſome fell down upon the 
Ground, others began to fly, and thoſe who had 
moſt Preſence of Mind affected Admiration, to diſ- 
ſemble their Fear. | 
Hernan CorTEs encouraged them, giving them 
to underſtand, that among the Spaniards theſe were 
military Diverſions, as one who deſign'd to make 
his Arms appear the more formidable, by the Ter- 


 xor of ſuch friendly Entertainments. Is was pre- 
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ſently perceived, that the Painters were inventing 
new Figures and Characters, to ſupply what was 
wanting on their Cloths. Some painted the Spaniards 
armed, and. drawn up in Form; others the Horſes 
in their Exerciſe and Motion. They deſcrib'd the 
Artillery with Fire and Smoke, and repreſented the 
very Noiſe with the Similitude of Lightning, with- 
out omitting any one of thoſe frightful Circumſtances, 
that moſt directly regarded what their King was 
ſolicitous to know. „„ | 

In the mean time Cortes returned to his Barrack, 
with the two Governors ; and after having preſented 
them with ſome ſmall Spaniſp Jewels, he prepared 
a Preſent of ſundry Sorts of Curioſities to be ſent 
from him to Metezuma ; to which Purpoſe he made 
Choice of ſeveral neat Pieces of the moſt ſolid and 
brighteſt Glaſs ; to which he added a Holland Shirt, 
a Cap of Crimſon Velvet, adorned with a Gold 
Medal repreſenting St. George, and a Tapeſtry Chair, 
which the Indians ſeem'd ſo much to admire, that 
it was thought a fit Preſent for the Emperor. With 
this ſmall Shew of Liberality, which, 'among thoſe 
People, look'd like Magnificence, did Hernan Cortes 
foften the Diſagreeableneſs of his Reſolution, and 
took Leave of the two Governors, who remained as 
Deſi oblig'd by his Civilities, as embaras'd by his 
Peſigns. Ws : 
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SH. 


Motezuma returns his As ſiver, with a Preſent 
of great Value; but refuſes to grant the Leave 
defired, to go to Mexico, 


HE. Indians halted at a ſmall Diſtance from the 
Spaniſh Quarters, to conſult (as it was after- 
wards judged) what Meaſures they ſhould take : 
For the Reſult of this Stop was, That Pilpatoe re- 
mained there to obſerve the Actions of the Spaniards; 
for which Purpoſe a convenient Spot of Ground 
being fixed upon, a great Number of Barracks 
were rais'd, and in a few Hours there appeared a 
conſiderable Village built upon the Plain. Pilpatoe 
immediately provided againſt the Suſpicion this 
Novelty might produce, ſending. Word to Cortes, 
that he ſtay*d in that Place to take Care of his En- 
tertainment, and the better to ſupply his Troops 
with Proviſions. And tho? the Artifice of the Meſ- 
ſage was known, and that his Intentions were to 
keep within View of the Army, and watch their 
Motions, yet Cortes connived at the Diſſimulation, 
becauſe he drew Advantage from it: For the In- 
dians ſupplied him with all Neceſſaries; and the 
Fear of having their Deſign ſuſpected, made them 
more punctual and careful. 
' TzvuT1LE proceeded to his own Quarters, and 
diſpatched an Account to Motezuma of all that had 
happen'd upon the Coaſt, ſending the Pictures 
which were drawn by his Orders, and Cortes's Pre- 


ſent, with the utmoſt Diligence. For this Purpoſe, 


the Kings of Mexico had a great Number of Cou- 

riers diſtributed along all the principal Roads of the 

kingdom, choſen out of the ſwifteſt Indians, — 
r 
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bred up to it carefully from little Children. Re- 
wards were allotted out of the publick Treaſury to 
thoſe who arrived firſt at the appointed Place: And 
Father Joſeph de Acoſta (a faithful Obſerver of the 
Cuſtoms of that Nation) ſays, That the chief School 
where theſe Indian Runners were bred, was the prin- 
cipal Temple of Mexico, where the Idol ſtood on 
the Top of an hundred and twenty Stone Steps, and 
thoſe who firſt arrived at its Feet gain'd the Re- 
ward : A notable Exerciſe to be taught in a art bh 
and perhaps the leaſt Indecency uſed in that miſera- 
ble Place of Worſhip. Theſe Couriers were re- 
lieved at every Town, like our Poſt-Horſes; and 
made the greater Speed, becauſe they ſucceeded 
one another, before they were tired; ſo that the 
firſt Force of the Career never ceaſed. 
Ix the General Hiſtory we find it reported, that 
Teutile himſelf carried his Diſpatches and Pictures, 
and that he return'd in ſeven Days with the An- 
ſwer: Wonderful Expedition for a General! This 
does not ſeem probable, the Diſtance being ſixty 
Leagues, the ſhorteſt Way, from Mexico to St. Juan 
de Uiua: Nor can it eaſily be believed, that the 
Mexican Ambaſſador, whom our Bernal Diaz calls 
Duintalbor, came upon this Affair, or the hundred 
noble Indians, whom the Rector of Villabermoſa 
gives him for his Attendants: But this is of no 
de Importance. 'The Anſwer came in ſeven 
ays (a Number which all agree in); and Teutile 
brought it to the Spaniſh Quarters. He brought 
with him a Preſent from Motezuma, which loaded 
the Shoulders of an hundred Indians; and before he 
delivered his Embaſſy, he cauſed them to lay Mats 
made of Palm-Tree Leaves, (which they call Pe- 
tates) upon the Ground, and place in Order upon 
them, as it were on a Buffet, the ſeveral Things of 
which the Preſent was compoſed, 
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THERE were various Sorts of Cotton Robes, well 
wove, and ſo fine, that they could not be known 
from Silk, but by feeling; a Quantity of Plumes, 
and other Curioſities made of Feathers, whoſe beau- 
tiful and naturai Variety of Colours (found on rare 
Birds, which that Country produces) the Indian Ar- 
tiſts knew to mix and diſpoſe with ſo much Skill, 
that without making uſe of artificial Colours, or 
of the Pencil, they could draw Pictures, and would 
undertake to imitate Nature. They next produced 
a great Number of Arms, Bows, Arrows, and 
Targets, made of extraordinary Woods: Two ve 
large Plates, of a circular Form, the one of Gold, 
which by its emboſſing, repreſented the Sun; and 
the other of Silver, repreſenting the Moon: And 
laſtly, a conſiderable Quantity of Jewels, Pieces of 
Gold, ſome precious Stones, Collars of Gold Rings, 
Pendants, = their Faſhion, and other Ornaments 
of greater Weight, in the Shape of Birds and 
Beaſts, ſo curiouſly wrought, that notwithſtanding 
the great Value of the Metal, the Workmanſhip 
ſeem'd to exceed it. 55 
As ſoon as Teutile had laid all his Wealth before 
the Spaniards, he turned to Cortes, and making a 
Sign to the Interpreters, told him, That the great 
Emperor Motezuma ſent him thoſe Things in Return 


for his Preſent, aud to fhew how much he valued his 


King's Friendſhip ;, but that be did not think it con- 
venient, nor was it poſſible at that Time, according to 
the preſent Poſture of his Affairs, to grant ibe Per- 
miſſion he aſted of paſſing forward to his Court: The 
which Refuſal Teutile endeavoured to foften, by 
urging the Badneſs of the Roads, ſavage Indians, 


who would take up Arms, and obſtruct his March, 


and other Difficulties, which plainly diſcovered, that 
there was ſome Myſtery in the Matter, and ſome 
1 100 particular 
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Diſputes and Reaſonings of Soldiers, among whom 
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particular Reaſon, why Motezuma would not ſuffer | 
m 


1mfelf to be ſeen by the Spaniards. | 
Cons returned Thanks for the Preſent, with 
Words of much Reſpect; and anſwered Teutile, 


That it was not his Intention to be wanting in his Obe. 


dence to Motezuma; but that it was not in his 
Power to go back with Diſhonour to his King, or to 
forbear perfiſting in his Demand, with all the Earneſt- 
meſs to which he was obliged, by the Reputation of a 
Crown that was honoured and reſpected among the 
greateſt Princes of the World : Enlarging upon this 
Point with ſo much Warmth and Reſolution, that 
the Indians durſt not reply, but, on the contrary, 
offered to importune Motezuma a ſecond Time. He 


diſmiſs'd them with another Preſent like the former, 


letting them know, that he would expect the King's 
Anſwer without moving from that Place; but that 
he ſhould be very much concerned, if, by its De- 
lay in coming, he ſhould be obliged to go nearer 
to ſolicit it. 

All the Spaniards admired Motezuma's Preſent ; 
but their Reaſonings upon it were very different, 
and in their Diſputes, each maintain'd his own Opi- 
nion with Obſtinacy. Some pleas'd themſelves 


with the Hopes of bettering their Fortune, pro- 


miſing themſelves mighty Advantages from ſuch a 
favourable Beginning ; others, by the Greatneſs of 
the Preſent, made a Judgment of Motezuma's 
Power, and of the Difficulty of the Undertaking. 
Many declared abſolutely, that the Deſign of at- 


tempting ſo great an Affair with ſo few Men, was 


a Piece of Raſhneſs ; but the greater Part juſtified 
the Valour and Conſtancy of their Captain, looking 
on the Conqueſt as good as made: And in fine, 
every one judged of the Succeſs according to the 
Paſſions by which he was animated. Such are the 


we 


we have ſtronger Proofs than elſewhere, of that In- 
fluence which the Heart has upon the Underſtand- 


ing. Cortes gave them Leave to talk on, conceal- 


ing his own Sentiments till a proper Time; and to 
keep his People out of Idleneſs, which was the beſt 
way to make them diſpute leſs, he ordered two 
Veſſels out to view the Coaſt, and ſearch out ſome 
Port or Bay, where the Fleet might be more under 
Shelter (for in that Place they had but little Security 
againſt the North-Winds) and ſome more fertile 
Piece of Ground, where they might be accommo- 
dated in Quarters, until the Return of Motezuma a 
Anſwer; making a Pretence of the ſuffering of his 


People in that ſandy Soil, where the Heat of the 


Sun was doubled by Reflection, and the Perſecu- 
tion of the Moſquitoes, or Gnats, made even the 
Hours of Reſt uneaſy. He appointed Captain 
Franciſco de Montejo to command in this Cruize; 
and pick d out the Soldiers that were to bear him 
Company, being thoſe that ſeem'd moſt averſe ta 
his own Opinion. He ordered him to run along as 
far as he could, ſteering the ſame Courſe he had 
done the Year before with Grijalva; and that he 
ſhould take Notice of what Towns appeared along 
the Coaſt, without landing to view them, allotting 
ten Days for their Return. By which Means he ex- 
ecuted what was proper to be done, employ*d thoſe 
that were troubleſome, and entertained the reſt with 


Hopes of Relief; being himſelf full of Care, and 


uneaſy, conſidering the Greatneſs of his Deſign, 
and the Smallneſs of the Means; but reſolving not 
to deſiſt till he could ſee the very utmoſt of the 
Difficulty, and ſo much Maſter of himſelf, that he 
diſguiſed his inward Concern with an eaſy and 
chearful Countenance. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


Gives an Account how ill the Poſitiveneſs of 
Cortes was received at Mexico. Who Mo- 

tezuma was. The Greatneſs of his Empire, 
and the Condition his Monarchy was in at the 
Arrival of the Spaniards, 


Tz repeated Inſtances of Cortes cauſed great 

Diſturbance at the Court of Mexico. Mote- 
21uma grew angry; and in the firſt Tranſports of his 
Fury, propoſed to make an End at once of thoſe 
Strangers, who preſumed to diſpute his Will. But 
afterwards, conſidering more calmly, his Courage 
failed him, and Anger gave Way to Sorrow and 
Confuſion. He ſummoned his Miniſters and Rela- - 
tiohs, with whom he held ſeveral ſecret Councils, 
publick Sacrifices were made in the Temples ; and 
the People began to be uneaſy, ſeeing their King ſa 
much diſturb*d, and thoſe who managed the Go- 
vernment in ſuch a Fright. - So that they began to 
talk, with very little Reſerve, of the approaching 
Ruin of that Empire, and of the Signs and Preſages 
which (according to their Traditions) threatned it, 
But it ſeems neceſſary now, that we ſhould ſhew 

_ who Mo ezuma was, and the State of his Monarchy 
at this Time; and why both he and his Subjects 
were in ſuch a Conſternation at the coming of the 
Spaniards. 

Tax Empire of Mexico was then at its greateſt 
Height of Glory, having under its Dominion al- 
moſt all the Provinces and Countries which had 
been diſcovered in North America, which were go- 
vern'd by Motezuma himſelf, or by petty Kings, 
or Caziques, his Tributaries. The Length of w w 

tended, 
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tended, from Eaſt to Weſt, above five hundred 
Leagues; and the Breadth, from North to South, 
in ſome Places, was two hundred; a Country popu- 
lous, rich, and plentiful. On the Eaſt it was 
bounded by the Atlantik Sea, (now cal d the 
North Sea) and extended along all that great Space 
of Land between Panuco and Yucatan: On the 
Weſt, it reached the other Sea, being waſh'd by 
the Afiatick Ocean, (or Gulph of Anian) from Cape 
Mendocino, to the fartheſt Part of New Galicia. On 
the South, it ſtretched out farther, running along the 
South-Sea, from Acapulco to Guatimala, approach- 
ing by the Way of Nicaragua, to that ithmus, or 
narrow Neck of Land, which divides, and at the 
fame Time unites the two America's. On the North, 
it extended as far as Panuco, including that Pro- 
vince; but was ftraighten'd conſiderably by the 
Mountains, or hilly Countries poſſeſſed by the Chi- 
chimecas and Ottomies, a barbarous People, without 
Government or-Policy, living in the Caves of the 
Earth, or in the Holes of Rocks, feeding upon the 
Game they killed in Hunting, and the Fruits of 
fuch Trees as grew wild; but ſo dexterous in the 
Uſe of their Arrows, and in making their Advan- 
tage of the Craggs and Paſſes of the Mountains, 
that they had often withſtood the whole Power of 
Mexico; being Enemies to Subjection, ſatisfied with 
not being conquered, and only deſiring to preſerve 
their Liberty, amongſt the wild Beaſts. 

Tris Empire grew from a ſmall Beginning to 
this vaſt Greatneſs, in little more than an hundred 
and thirty Years ; for the Mexicans, naturally a war- 
like Nation, were always making way with their 
Arms among the reſt of the Nations which inha- 
bited that Part of the World. They were at firſt 
governed by a valiant Captain, who made them 
Soldiers, and ſenſible of Military Honour. — 

wards 
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wards they choſe a King, giving the ſupreme Do- 
minion to the Perſon that had the greateſt Reputa- 
tion for Valour, being acquainted with no otherVir- 
tue but Fortitude ; or if they were acquainted with 
other Virtues, they look*d upon them as much in- 
ferior. They always obſerved this Cuſtom of 
chuſing the greateſt Captain for their King, without 
Regard to hereditary Succeſſion ; yet, where Merit 
was equal, they preferred the Royal Blood ; and 
the ſame Wars by which their Kings acquired their 
Titles to the Crown, by little and little enlarged 
the Monarchy. At firſt, Juſtice ſupported their 
Arms, for the Oppreſſion of their Neighbours 
forced them to an unblameable Defence; and Hea- 
ven favoured their Cauſe with Succeſs : But their 
Power afterwards increaſing, Juſtice was laid aſide, 
and Tyranny took Place. 

W ſhall ſee the Progreſs of this Nation, and 
the great Conqueſts they made, when we come to 
give an Account of the Succeſſion, of their Kings. 
Motezuma was the Eleventh King, (according to 
their painted Annals) and the ſecond of that Name, 
a ſingular Perſon, and much reſpected among the 
Mexicans, before he began to reign. 

He was of the Royal Blood; and in his Youth 
followed the Wars, where he raiſed his Character 
by ſeveral heroick Actions, and gained the Repu- 
tation of a valiant Captain. He returned to the 
Court, ſomewhat puffed up with theſe Flatteries of 
Fame; and finding himſelf applauded and reſpected 
as the firſt Man of his Nation, he entertained Hopes 
of graſping the Sceptre at the next Election, and 
look*d upon himſelf, as going to be crown'd, from 
the Moment he conceived that Ambition. 

Hz then placed all his Happineſs in gaining 


Friends; to which End he made Uſe of ſome Poli- 


tick Arts, a Science which ſometimes does not _ 
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| daip to be found amongſt Barbarians, but is rather 


apt to make People fo, when that which is called 
Reaſon of. Scate, gets the better of natural Reaſon. 
He affected great Obedience and Veneration to- 
wards. his King, and extraordinary Modeſty and 
Compolure in his Words and Actions, carefully 
reſerving ſuch an auſtere Gravity in his Counte- 
nance, that the Indians were wont to ſay, the Name 
of Motezuma became him well, which, in their Lan- 
guage, ſignifies a ſurly Prince, though he endea- 
voured to temper his Severity, making . himſelf 
agreeable by his Liberalit yx. | 

He alſo gained the Character of being very 
zealous for his Religion; a powerful Means to cap- 
tivate thoſe who are taken with outward -Shew : 
And to this End, he built an Apartment in the 
moſt frequented Temple, after the Manner of a 
Tribune; to which he retired in the Sight of all the 


People, and ſtaid there many Hours to receive the 


Devotion of popular Applauſe, or placing the Idol 
of his Ambition among his other Gods. 

He gained ſo much Veneration by theſe outward 
Appearances, that when the King his Predeceſſor 
died, the Electors gave him their Votes unanimouſly, 
and the People received him with great Acclama- 
tions. He made a Shew of refuſing, ſuffering him- 
ſelf to be courted to comply with his own Deſires, 
and ſeemed to accept the Imperial Crown with Re- 
luctancy : But no ſooner was he poſſeſs'd of it, than 
all that Artifice which he had forced upon his na- 
tural Temper ceaſed, and he diſcover'd thoſe Vices 
that had been hitherto. covered with the Shew of 
Virtues. | | = 

Taz firſt Action by which he manifeſted his Pride, 
was the diſcarding of all thoſe that belong'd to the 
Royal Family, which, till his Time, was compoſed 
of middling People and Plebeians; and under 

. I Colour 


114 The HISTORY of the Book II. 


Colour of greater Decency, he made his Nobles 
ſerve him, even in the meaneſt Employments 
of his Houſe. He ſhewed himſelf but feldom to 
his Subjects, and only when it was neceſſary, to his 
Miniſters and Domeſticks, looking upon Retire- 
ment and Melancholy as a Part of Majeſty ; and 
for thoſe who obtained Leave to come into his Pre- 
ſence, he invented new Obeyſances and Ceremonies, 
inlarging Reſpect almoſt to Adoration. He per- 
ſuaded himſelf, that he had the intire Command of 
the Lives and Liberties of his Subjects, and exer- 
ciſed great Cruelties, that he might put it out of 
Doubt with others. 

He impoſed new Taxes,without any publick Ne- 
ceſſity, at a certain Rate on each Head of that vaſt 
Number of Subjects; and exacted it with ſo much 
Rigour, that even poor Beggars were not exempted 
from the miſerable Oppreſſion, bringing to his Trea- 
fury ſome mean Things, which were received, and 
then thrown away before their Faces. 

Task violent Practices made his People fear 
him: But as it is uſual for Fear and Hatred to go 
together, ſome Provinces rebelled; to reduce which 
he went himſelf in Perſon; being too jealous of his 
Authority, to ſuffer any other to command his 
Armies. But tho' this was his Motive, it cannot 
be denied, that he had a martial Inclination and 
Spirit. None were able to reſiſt his Power, and 
maintain their Rebellion, except the Provinces of 
Mechoacan, Jlaſcala, and Tebeaca. And he was 
wont to ſay, He did not ſubdue them, becauſe 
* he wanted thoſe Enemies to ſupply him with 
«< Captives for the Sacrifices of his Gods.“ A 
Tyrant, even in Toleration, and in forbearing Pu- 
niſhment. 

Hk had reigned fourteen Years when Cortes ar- 
rived on his Coaſts; and the laſt of them was or 
0 
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of Preſages, horrible, and wonderful Portents, which 


5 God either ordain'd, or permitted, to depreſs the 

© Spirits of thoſe fierce People, and render leſs im- 

' poſſible to the Spaniards, that great Work which 

* his Providence was about to accompliſh, by Means 

q fo diſproportion'd to it. | 

Y %s | 
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f HP. IV. 

: An Account of the ſeveral Prodigies and Signs, 

. that were ſeen in Mexico before the Arrival 

. of Cortes; from which the Indians appre- 

t bended, that the Ruin of their Empire drew 

h near. 

: AZ TER knowing who Motezuma was, and the ﬀ 
0 Condition and Greatneſs of his Empire, it i 


remains that we inquire into the Motives which 
cauſed that Prince and his Miniſters fo obſtinately 
to oppoſe the preſſing Inſtance made by Hernan 
Cortes: The firſt Effort of the Devil, and the firſt 
Difficulty in the Undertaking. 

Uro the firſt Account which came to Mexico of 
the Spaniards, when Juan de Grijalva arrived upon 
the Coaſt the Year before, ſeveral Prodigies began 
to appear in this Country, and very aſtoniſhing 
Signs, which did in a Manner aſſure Motezuma, that 
the Ruin of his Empire drew near; and greatly ter- 

rified and diſcouraged both him and his Subjects. 

A frightful Comet appeared many Nights, in 

Shape like a Pyramid, which beginning at Mid- 

night, advanced ſlowly to the higheſt Part of the 
N ee where it vaniſn'd at the Preſence of the 

un. 
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 ArTERwaRDs, at Mid-day, another Comet, or 
Exhalation, was ſeen to riſe'in the Weſt, like a fiery 
Serpent with three Heads, which ran ſwiftly till it 
vaniſhed in the Eaſt, ſcattering an infinite Number 
of Sparks that died in the Air. | 


Tux great Lake of Mexico overflowed its Banks, 


and with an extraordinary Impetuoſity drown'd the 
Country, carrying away ſeveral Houſes, with a ſort 
of Waves that look*d as if it had boiFd up; tho 
there were no Floods or ſtormy Weather, to which 
they could attribute the Motion of the Waters. 
One of their Temples took Fire of itſelf, with- 
out their being able to find out the Cauſe of its 
burning, or Means to extinguiſh the Flame. The 
very Stones were ſeen to burn, and the whole Pile 
was reduced to little more than Aſhes. Lamenta- 
ble Voices were heard in the Air from different Parts, 
which foretold the End of that Monarchy ; and the 
ſame Prognoſtications were repeated in' the Anſwers 
of their Idols; the Devil pronouncing by them 
what he could conjecture of thoſe natural Cauſes 
which were in Motion, or as much as the God of 
Nature permitted him to know, who ſometimes 
torments him by making him the Inſtrument of 
Truth. 
 Severar. Monſters of horrible Deformity, and 
never ſeen before, were brought to the King; which 


in his Opinion, had a Meaning, and denoted great 


Misfortunes. And if Monſters were ſo called by 
the Antients, becauſe they believ'd them to demon- 
ſtrate ſomething, it was not ſtrange that they ſhould 
be held for Preſages among thoſe barbarous People, 


-where Ignorance and Superſtition went Hand-in- 


rand. -: - 

HrsTorits make Mention of two very remark- 
able Accidents, which extremely troubled the Mind 
of Motezuma ;, nor are they fit to be omitted, ſince 


they 
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they found Credit with Father Joſeph de Acaſta, 
Juan Bolero, and other e, of Jacgment _ 
Authority. | 
| CenTaiN Fiſheatndd near the Lake of Mexico 
took a monſtrous Fowl, of extraordinary Make and 
Bigneſs; and accounting it valuable for its Novelty, 
preſented the ſame to the King. Its Deformity 
was horrible; and on the Head of it was a ſhining 
Plate like a Looking-Glafs, from which the Sun re- 
flected a ſort of dim and melancholy Light. Mo- 
tezuma obſeryed it, and drawing nearer to take a 
better View, ſaw within it a Repreſentation of the 
Night, amidſt whoſe Obſcurity were ſeen ſome 
Parts of the Heaven covered with Stars, and ſo di- 

ſtinctly repreſented, that he turned his Eyes to the 
Sun, as one doubtful of the Day : And upon fix- 
ing his Eyes the ſecond Time on that ſeeming 
Glaſs, he ſpy'd, inſtead of Night, what gave him 
greater Aſtoniſnment; for there appeared | to his 
Sight. an Army of Men, that came from the Eaſt, 
making a terrible Slaughter of his Subjects. He 
aſſembled the Magicians and Prieſts to conſult 
about this: Prodigy, and the Bird ſtood immovea - 
ble, till many of them had tried the ſame Experi- 
ment; but then it got away, and vaniſh'd in their 
Preſence, leaving them Wother Hteſage 1 in its . 
nihing Flight. 

SOME few Days after a Caontey man came t to che 
Palace, one that was reputed a plain downright Man, 
who earneſtly, and with myſterious Inſtances, preſs'd 
to have Audience of the King. He was introduced 
to his Preſence; after various Conſultations, and ha- 
Ling made his Obey ſance, without any Manner of 
Diſturbance or Fear, he ſpoke to him in his ruſtick 
Idiom, but with-a kind of Freedom and Eloquence 
which. denoted a more than natural Tranſport, ' or 
that the Wards were not his own, but were inſpited, 
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ſaying, © Yeſterday in the Evening, Sir, being 
6 upon my Farm, employed in the Improvement 
of my Land, I ſaw an Eagle of an extraordinary 
« Magnitude, which ftoop'd down furiouſly upon 
* me, and, catching me between his Claws, car- 
„ ried me a great Way through the Air, till he ſet 
* me down near a ſpacious Cave, in which was a 
“% Man in Royal Robes, ſleeping amangſt Diver. 
<* fity of Flowers and Perfumes, with a ſcented 
* Compoſition burning in his Hand. I drew ſome- 
*© what nearer, and ſaw your Likeneſs, or, perhaps, 
<« it was yourſelf; for I cannot affirm,. though, in 
* my own Opinion, IJ had my Senſes free. I was 
% going to withdraw, being afraid, and full of 
* Awe; but an imperious Voice ſtopp'd and 
© frighted me a- new, cammanding me to take the 
* burning Perfume out of your Hand, and apply 
it to a Part of your Thigh that was uncpvered, 

J refuſed as long as I could, to commit ſuch a 
Piece of Wickedneſs: But the ſame Voice, in 2 
<< terrible Tone, forced me to obey. Upon which, 
** Sir, without being able to reſiſt, and being made 
* bold by Fear, I applied the hurning Compo- 
“ ſition to your Thigh, and you endured the burn- 
ing, without waking, or making any Motion. I 
ſhould have thought you dead, but that your 
quiet Breathing ſhewed you to be alive. Then 
* that ſame Voice (which ſeemed to be formed in 
the Air) ſaid to me; Thus ſleeps thy King, given 
up to his Delights and Vanities, when he has the 
Anger of his Gods upon him, and ſo many Ene- 
mies, who come from the other Part of the 
orld to deſtroy his Mpnarchy and Religion. 
“ Bid him awake, and prevent, if he can, the 
+ Miferies and Calamities that threaten him. Scarce 
d had he pronounced theſe Words, which I bear 
# deeply imprinted in my Memory, when the 
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% Eagle took me up in his Talons, and ſet me 
« down on my Land, without the leaſt Hurt. And 
< thus do I perform what the Gods have enjoined 
% me. Awake, Sir, for your Pride and Cruelty 
« have provoked them: I ſay again, Awake, or 
e take Care how you ſleep, ſince the burning Sting 
<« of your Conſcience does not rouſe you; nor can 
« you be now ignorant, that the Cries of your 
« People have reached Heaven before they came 
© to your Ears.“ | 

THesE, or ſuch like Words, did the Peaſant de- 
liver, or the Spirit that ſpoke in him; and turn- 
ing his Back, went off with ſo much Reſolution, 
that no Man durſt ſtop him. Motezuma (in the firſt 
Heat of his Paſſion) was going to order him to be 
killed; but was prevented by a new Pain he felt in 
his Thigh, where he, and all preſent, beheld the 
Mark of a freſh Burning : Which ſtrange Sight aſto- 
niſhed and made him thoughtful ; but he ſtill re- 
ſolved. to puniſh the Peaſant, by making him a Sa- 
crifice to appeaſe his Gods. Theſe Admonitions 
proceeded from the Devil, and ſhew'd the Wicked- 
neſs of their Original, as ſerving rather to provoke 
2 Man to Anger and Obſtinacy, than to bring him 
to the Knowledge of his Fault. 8 

Bor theſe Accidents might be improv'd by the 
Credulity of thoſe barbarous People, from whoſe 
Relation the Spaniards had them in this Manner: 
But we do not think it unlikely, that the Devil 
ſhould make uſe of ſuch- like Artifices to ſet Mote- 
zuma againſt the Spaniards, and put what Stops he 
could to the Introduction of the Goſpel. For it is 
certain, that he might (ſuppoſing the Divine Per- 
miſſion in the Uſe of his Knowledge) feign or form 
thoſe Phantoms and monſtrous Apparitions, or even 
make viſible Bodies, by condenſing the Air with a 
Mixture of the other Elements; or, as often hap- 
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pens, he might impoſe upon the Senſes, and de- 
lude the Imagination; of which we have ſome Ex- 
amples in the holy Scriptures, which make what we 
find of the ſame Nature in prophane Hiſtory the 
more credible. 

THzse and other portentous Signs, which were 
ſeen at Mexico, and in ſeveral Parts of the Empire, 
had ſo broke the Spirit of Motezuma, and ſo diſ- 
mayed the wiſe Men of his Council, that when the 
ſecond Embaſſy from Cortes arrived, they concluded 
that all the Ruin and Calamity with which er 
were threatned, was come upon them. 

TEE Conſultations were long, and the Opiniors 
various. Some thought, that thoſe armed Strangers, 
coming at a Time of ſo many Prodigies, ought to 
be treated as Enemies ; for that either to admit or 
truſt them, would be oppoſing the Will of their 
Gods, who had given them ſo many Warnings be- 
fore the Blow, in order to avoid it. Others, either 
out of Moderation or Fear, endeavoured to obſtruct 
the Breach, by extolling the Valour of the Strangers, 
the Force of their Arms, and the Fierceneſs of their 
Horſes, and by calling to Mind the Deſtruction and 
Slaughter they made at Tabaſco (of which War they 
had immediate Notice); and'tho* they did not be- 
lieve they were immortal, as the Fear of the Van- 
quiſh*d had given out, yet they did not think them 
Creatures of their own Species, but found in them 
ſome Reſemblance of their Gods, by their Manage- 
ment of Lightning, with which (in their Opinion) 
ry fought, and by the Command they had over 
thoſe Brutes, who underſtood their Orders, and 
tought for them. 

MoTzzuna heard them; and taking a Medium 
between both Opinions, reſolved abſolutely to deny 
Cortes the Liberty he aſk'd of coming to his Court; 
co commang him immediatly t to leave thoſe Coaſts; l | 

an 
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and at the ſame Time, to ſend him another Preſent 
like the former, which might engage him to obey. 
But in caſe this ſhould not be ſufficient, he reſolved 
to uſe Force, and raiſe a powerful Army of ſuch 
Men, that there ſhould be no Cauſe to fear the like 


ill Succeſs as at Tabaſco. For he was ſenſible he 
ought not to deſpiſe the ſmall Number of thoſe 


Strangers, in whoſe prodigious Arms and extraordi- 


nary Valour, there appeared ſo many Advantages z 


eſpecially, conſidering that they arrived upon his 
Coaſts at ſo calamitous a Time, and when ſo many 


frightful Prodigies had appeared, as ſeemed to mag- 


nify their Forces, ſince they merited the Care and 
Warning of his Gods. 


, 48 
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YEE APY. 


Franciſco de Montejo returns, having diſcover d 


the Town af Quiabiſlan. Motezuma's Am- 


laſſadors arrive, and depart diſſatiſy d. The 


Soldiers incline to - Mutiny ; and Hernan 


Cortes makes Lie of Artifice to appeaſe them. 


T 7 HILST Moteauma's Court was taken up 


“ with theſe melancholy Reflections, Herny, 


Cortes endeavoured to get ſome Account of the 
Country ; to gain the good Will of the Indians who 
repaired to his Quarters; and to encourage his Men, 
by inſpiring them with the ſame great Hopes of 
which his own Heart aſſured him. At that Time 
Franciſco de Montejo returned from his Voyage, 
having coaſted ſome Leagues up to the Northward, 
and diſcovered a Town called Quiabiſſan, ſituate in 
a fertile Soil, and well cultivated, near an anchoring 
Place, or Bay, capacious enough, where, in the 
| | Opinion 


TH 
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Opinion of the Pilots, the Ships might ride and be 
ſecure under the Shelter of ſome great Rocks, which 
broke the Force of the Winds. This Place was 
diſtant from St. Juan de Ulua, about twelve Leagues: 
And Hernan Cortes began to conſider it as a com- 
modious Situation whither to remove his Quarters: 
But before he came to a Reſolution, Motezuma's 
Anfwer arrived. 

TExvTiLE, with the principal E Ge of his 
Troops, came with their little Perfuming Pans, 
burning Gum-Copal. After the ſmoaking Cour- 
teſies and Ceremonies were over, Teutile ordered 
Motezuma's Preſent to be produced; which was 
ſomewhat leſs, but of the ſame Sort of Goods, and 
Pieces of Gold, as came with the firſt Embaſſy : 
All that the brought parcicular, was four green 
Stones, like rs called Chalcuites ; and Teutile 
told Cortes, with a great deal of Gravity, That Mo- 
tezuma had ſent thoſe Stones to the King of Spain, as 
Jewels of an ineſtimable Value: An Enhancement to 
which little Regard was to be had, where Glaſs was 
held in ſuch great Eſteem. 

Tux Embaſſy was deliver'd in Terms reſolute 
and diſagreeable; and the Concluſion of it was, to 
diſmiſs the Gueſts without giving them Leave to 
reply. Night drew on; and when Cortes was begin- 
ning his Anſwer, the Ave-Maria Bell rung in that 
Barrack that ſerv'd for a Chapel: He kneel'd down 
to ſay that Prayer; as did all the reſt, after his Ex- 
ample. Their Silence and Devotion ſtruck the In- 
— with Admiration; and Teutile aſked Donna 
Marina the Meaning of that Ceremony. Cortes un- 
derſtood their Queſtion, and thought it proper to 
make Uſe of this Opportunity, while he ſatisfied 
their Curioſity, to talk to them upon the Subject of 
Religion. Father Bartolome de Olmedo took it in 
d, and endeavoured to ſuit his Diſcourſe to their 

Blindneſs, 
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Blindneſs, giving them ſome ſmall Light into the 
Myſteries of our Faith. He labour'd, with all his 
Eloquence to make them underſtand that there was 
but one God, the Beginning and End of all Things: 
That in their Idols they adored the Devil, the mor- 
tal Enemy of Mankind; enforcing what he ſaid 
with Reaſons eaſy to be comprehended: Which the 
Indians liſtened to with ſome ſort of Attention, as 
if they were ſenſible of the Force of Truth. 
HxERNAN Cox TES made Uſe of this Beginning 
to return to his Anſwer; telling Teutile, That one of 
the Points of bis Embaſſy, and the principal Motive 
which his King had to offer his Friendſhip to Mote- 
zuma, was, the Obligation Chriſtian Princes lay under 
to oppoſe the Errors of Idolatry, and the. Defire he 
had to inſtruct him in the Knowledge of the Truth, and 
to help bim to get free from the Slavery of the Devil, 
the invifible Tyrant of his Kingdoms, who, in Reality, 
held him a Slave and Vaſſal, ib in outward Appear- 
ance he was ſo powerful a Monarch. And that 
coming from ſuch remote Countries, upon Affairs of 

ſuch a Nature, and in the Name of another more 
powerful King, be could not omit making new Efforts, 
and per ſevering in his Inſtances, till be ſhould prevail 
to be beard, fince be came on a peaceable Account, as 
appeared by the oy Number of bis Men, from which 
no Suſpicion could be had of greater Deſigns. 

No ſooner had Teutile heard the Reſolution of 
Cortes, than he ſtarted up haſtily, and with ſome 
fort of Impatience, between Anger and Confuſion, 
told him, That hitherto the Great Matezuma had 
treated him courteouſly, and as a Gueſt z but that if 
he continued obſtinate, it would be his own Fault if 
be found bimſelf treated as an Enemy; and without 
ſtaying for an Anſwer, or ſo much as taking Leave, 
he turned his Back, and went haſtily out of his 
Preſence, followed by Pilpatoe, and the reſt of his 

Fo, Attendants. 
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Attefidants. Hernan Cortes was a little ſtartled at 
Tuetilts Procecding : but ſo much Maſter of him- 
ſelf, that türning to his People, with a Smile in his 
Countenance, „We ſhall ſee ſays he, where this 
< Challenge will end: We know alreadythow their 
«& Armies fight! And, for the moſt part, Threats 
are the Effects of Fear.” And whilſt they were 
gathering up the Preſent, he went on, “ Theſe 
4 Barbarians ſhall not ſo eaſily prevail with a Spaniſb 
« Army to retire; for thoſe Riches are to be 
cc Iook'd upon as Gifts out of "TY which ſhew 
„more Weakneſs than Generoſity.“ Thus did he 
lay hold 6f- all Opportunities, to encourage his 
People. And that very Night (tho? it was not 
likely that the Mexicans ſhould babe prepared an 
Army to afſault the Quarters) the Guards were 
doubled, and Cortes rovided againſt what was poſ- 
ſible, as "againſt a Thing certain: For Commanders 
can never be too careful; and many Times, that 
which ſeems ſuperfluous, 1 Wan to N been 


* * 


necefſary.. dan ans IK: 


As ſoon das the Day Veppelred, the Spaniards 


found a conſiderable Alteration, which gave them 
ſome Diſturhance; for thoſe Indians which inhabited 
Pilpatoe's' (bins where retired within the Land, 


and not à Min appeared im all the Country! Thoſe 


alſo kept away, who uſed to bfing them Proviſions 
from the neighbouring Towns." Theſe Beginnings 
of Want (rather feared than ſuffered) were ſufficient 
to make ſome Soldiers begitt co be unerty⸗ Hooking 


upon it as very unadviſed to think: of lettling in i 
that Country; which Murmuriog ſome Friends of 


Diego Velaſquez took Advantage of, and began to 
exclaim, ſaying, without any Reſerve, in common 
Diſcourſe,” . hat Hernan Cortes“ had a' Mind 10 de- 


firoy them, and ambitiouſſy Nu ſubd 4 Deſigns 2wWithout 


Fe * oree Sr ay proportionod to the Undertaking : 
That 
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That the Intention of maintaining tbemſelves with ſurb 
a Handful of People in the Deminions of ſo powerful 
a Prince, wauld be judgrd raſb by all Men: And that 
it was now neceſſary, , that they ſhould all demand to 
return to the Tſlend:of Cuba, in order to refit the Fleet, 
and reinforce the Army, and ſo proceed upon that 

Undertaking "with better Foundation. | 
Hernan CorTEs was informed of this, and 
making Uſe: of his Friends and Confidents to en- 
quire into the Opinions of the reſt of his Men, he 
found that he had.'on his Side-the moſt in Number, 
and thoſe of greateſt Conſequence. Upon which 
Security he ſuffered himſelf to be ſeen by the Male- 
contents. Diego de Ordaz was the Perſon who ſpoke 
in the Name of all, and, with ſome Heat and Dif- 
reſpect, told him, That the Soldiers were very 
much diflatisfy*d, and upon the Point of laying 
„ aſide all Obedience, having been informed that 
< he deſigned to proſecute his Undertaking ; and 
that no body could blame them, for neither the 
Number of Men, Condition of the Ships, nor 
their Reſerve of Proviſions or Ammunitions of 
War, had any Proportion with the Intent of con- 
* quering ſo large and powerful an Empire: That 
* no Man had fo little Value for himſelf, as to 
* ſubmit to be caſt away to pleaſe another's Hu- 
* mour; and that therefore it was now Time to 
* conſider of returning to the Iſland of Cuba, to 
« the End that Diego Velaſquez might reinforce his 
Fleet, and take this difficult Enterprize in Hand 
upon better Advice, and with a greater Force.” 
HERNAN CoRTEs heard him, witheut ſeeming 
offended, as he had Reaſon to be, both with the 
Propoſal, and the Manner of delivering it; on the 
contrary, he anſwered him, (with a compoſed Voice 
and Countenance) That he was obliged to him 
* tor the Advice, not having known before, that 
| | the 
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« the Soldiers were diſſatisfied; but on the con- 
6 trary, believing that they were well contented, 
« and deſirous to go on; becauſe in that Enter- 
c prize, none could complain of Fortune, but thoſe 
«« that were weary of being happy: That a Voyage 
* without any ill Accidents, favoured by the Winds 
and Seas; Succeſſes, ſuch as their Hearts could 
« with; the remarkable Favours of Heaven at Co- 
% zumel; a Victory at Tabaſco; and in that Coun- 
« try where they were, ſo much good Treatment 
and Proſperity; were not Preſages that could 
« any Ways diſcourage them. That neither was 
« it very much for their Honour to deſiſt from 
<« their Undertaking, before they had ſeen the Face 
e of Danger, eſpecially, conſidering that Difficulties 
are wont to appear greateſt at a Diſtance, and the 
Phantoms of Danger, form*d by the Imagina- 
tion, to vaniſh upon the Experiment: But that 
<« if the Soldiers were already ſo dejected and fear: 
< ful, (as he ſaid) it would be a Folly to depend 
upon them in ſo difficult an Enterprize ; and 
© therefore he would immediately conſider of re- 
turning to the Iſland of Cuba, as had been pro- 
<< poſed; confeſſing, that the Knowledge of the 
<& private Soldiers being poſſeſſed with that Op 
nion, did not make ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
& him, as it did to find it ſupported by the Ad- 
<« vice of his Friends.” With theſe and other ſuch 
like Words, he at that Time fruſtrated the Inten- 
tion of thoſe prejudiced Mutineers, without leaving 
them any thing to deſire, till the Time ſhould come 
to undeceive them; and with this artful Difſimulz 
tion (ſometimes allow*d to Prudence) he made be- 
leve, that he receded from his Reſolution, that he 
might be the better able to purſue it. 


* 
e 
cc 
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CH AT YE. 


The Return to Cuba is given out. The Soldiers, 
prepar'd by Cortes, exclaim againſt it, The 
Cazique of Zempoala ſues for his Friendſhip, 
and, in fine, they make a Settlement, 


Gore after Diego de Ordaz and thoſe of his 
Party had left Hernan Cortes, he gave Directions 
for publiſhing the Return to the Iſland of Cuba, 
and ordered the Captains ſhould embark with their 
reſpective Companies on board the Veſſels under 
their Command, and be ready to fail the next Day 


early in the Morning : But no ſooner was this Re- 
ſolution publiſhed among the Soldiers, than thoſe 


who were underhand gained to the General's Inte- 
reſt began to ſtir in the Affair, crying out, That 
« Hernan Cortes had deceived them, making them 
believe they were going to ſettle in that Country; 
e that they would not leave it, or return to the 
« Ifland of Cuba; adding, that if he had a Mind 
<« to retire, he might do it with all ſuch as were 
« willing to follow him, for they could not- want 
“ ſome Gentleman that would take upon him to 
© command them.“ 
Tuts Clamour increaſed ſo much, and was ſo 
well managed. that it brought over many of thoſe 
that had been forced or perſuaded into the contrar 
Faction; and Cortes's Friends, who had ſtirred up 
one Part, were obliged to appeaſe the other. They 
commended their Reſolution, and offered to ſpeak 
to Cortes to ſuſpend the Execution of his Order. 
And before this Ardour cooled, they went to him, 
attended by many of the Soldiers, in whoſe Pre- 
ſence they acquainted him -londly, © Thar the 
| 4 Troops 
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Troops were upon the Point to mutiny on ac- 


count of his Order: They complain'd, (or pre- 
tended that others did) that he had taken ſuch a 
Reſolution, without the Advice of his Captains. 
They laid it before him as a Diſhonour, unbe- 
coming Spaniards, to quit their Undertaking on 
the firſt Rumours of Difficulty, and to turn their 
Backs before they had drawn their Swords. They 


put him in, Mind of what had happened to Juan 
de Grijalva; that all the Diſpleaſure of Diego de 


Velaſquez was occaſioned by his not making a 
Settlement in the Country he had diſcovered, 
and maintaining himſelf there ; for which he was 
treated as a puſilanimous Perſon, and the Com- 
mand of the Fleet taken from him.** In fine, 


they told him what he himſelf had dictated, to 
which he hearkened as to ſomething new: And ſuf- 
fering himſelf to be entreated and perſuaded to do 
what he deſired, gave them to underſtand that he 
was convinced; ſaying, That he had been miſin- 
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formed; that ſome of thoſe who were principally 
concerned in the Succeſs of the Undertaking, 
(whom he did not name, to make the greater 
Myſtery of the Matter) had afſured him that all the 
Men cried out to leave that Country, and return 
to the Iſland of Cuba; and that as he had taken 
that Reſolution (contrary to his own Opinion) to 
pleaſe his Soldiers, he would ſtay with much 
more Satisfaction, ſince he found them better 
diſpoſed for the Service of the King, and to diſ- 
charge the Duty of good Spaniards; but that 
they muſt know he would not have Soldiers 
againſt their Inclinations ; nor was War an Em- 
ployment for thoſe that were forced to it; that 
whoſoever thought fit to return to the Iſland of 
Cuba, might freely do it, and that he would im- 
mediately give Orders to provide Veſſels and _ 

| viſions 


. 
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cc viſions for the Voyage of all ſuch as were not 
« willing to follow his Fortune.“ This Reſolution 
met with great Applauſe : Their Acclamations rung 
with the Name of Cortes : The Air was filled wit 
Noiſe and Hats, after the Manner Soldiers are wont 
to expreſs their Satisfaction: Some made Rejoicings 
becauſe they were truly glad, and others, that they 
might not be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who were ſo. 
No one was ſo bold at that Time as to contradict 
the making of a Settlement; nor did thoſe very 
Men, who had been the Malecontents, know what 
to ſay for themſelves ; but Hernan Cortes admitted 
of ſuch Excuſes as they could offer, without en- 
quiring further into the Affair, laying that up for a 
better Opportunity. 

Ir happened at this Time, that whilſt Bernal Diaz 
del Caftillo, with another Soldier, ſtood Centinels at 
one of the Avenues, they ſpy' d five Indians coming 
along the Way next the Sea-Side, towards the Quar- 
ters, and thinking them too ſmall a Number to 
alarm the Army, they ſuffered them to draw near. 
They ſtopp'd at a little Diſtance, and gave to un- 
derſtand by Signs, that they came in a peaceable 
Manner with a Meſſage to their General. Bernal 
Diaz went with them, leaving his Comrade in the 
ſame Poſt to obſerve if any more followed. Hernan 
Cortes received them very civilly, ordering them to 
be well treated before he heard them, and obſerv'd 
they ſeem'd to be of another Nation, as differing 
from the Mexicans in their Habit, though like 
them they had Rings in their Ears and Lips, with 
Jewels hanging to them; which, tho? they were of 
Gold, were a Deformiry inſtead of an Ornament. 
Their Language alſo had a different Sound; and 
when Aguilar and Donna Marina came, it appear'd 
that they ſpoke in a different Idiom; and it was 
good Luck that one of them underſtood, and with 
Vor. I. K ſome 
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ſome Difficulty pronounced the Mexican Language 
by which Means, and not without ſome Trouble, it 
was known, that they were ſent by the Lord of 
Zempoala (a Province at a ſmall Diſtance) to: viſit 
the Captain of thoſe valiant People, whoſe great 
Actions in the Province of Tabaſco had reached his 
Ears; and who being a warlike Prince, and a Friend 
to brave Men, deſired his Friendſhip, They dwelt 
much upon the Value their Maſter had for good 
Soldiers, as doubting left the Spaniards ſhould attri- 
bute that to his Fear, which ſounded better as the 
Effect of his Inclination. 7 


Hernan CorTEs very courteouſly accepted of 
the good Correſpondence and Friendſhip propoſed 
to him on the Part of their Cazique, looking on it 
as a particular Favour of Heaven, that this Em- 


baſſy ſhould arrive at a Time when the Mexicans 


had left him, of whom he was now grown jealous , 
and he put the more Value upon it, when he under- 
ſtood that the Province of Zempoala was in the 
Road to that Place, which Franciſco. de Montejo diſ- 
covered from the Coaſt, whither he was then think- 
ing to remove his Quarters. He aſk*d the Indians 
ſome Queſtions, . to inform himſelf of the Inclina- 
tion and Forces of the Cazique. One of them was, 


| How it came to paſs, that they (being ſo near) had 


ſo long delayed coming with this Propoſal ? To 
which they anſwered, that the Zempoalans had no- 
thing to do where the Mexicans appeared, whoſe 
Cruelties were ill brooked by thoſe of their Nation. 

Tats Intelligence was not diſagreeable to Hernan 
Cortes; and diving farther into it with ſome Curio- 
ſity, he underſtood that Motezuma was a cruel Prince, 
abhorred for his Pride and Tyranny ; that many of 
his People were ſubject out of Fear; and that ſome 
Provinces thereabouts were deſirous to free them- 


ſelves from his Yoke. This made his Power ap- 
pear 
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pear the leſs formidable ; and ſeveral Sorts of Stra- 
tagems came into his Head, and Means of increa- 
fing his Army, which gave him ſome ſort of confuſed 
Encouragement. The firſt that occurr'd,' was to 

take Part with thoſe afflicted People; belteving that 
it would not be difficult or unreaſonable to form a 
Party againſt a Tyrant among his own Rebels: So 
he reaſoned then; and it fell out afterwards accord- 
ingly, it being verified (by a freſh Example) in the 
Ruin of that ſo powerful an Empire, that the greateſt 
Strength of a King conſiſts in the Love of his Sub- 
jets. He immediately diſmiſſed thoſe Indians with 
ſome Gifts, in Token of Friendſhip; and told them 
he would ſoon go and pay their Maſter a Viſit, in 
order to eſtabliſh a Friendſhip with him, and give 
him the Aſſiſtance he ſhould ſtand in Need of. 

His Intent was to paſs through that Province; 
and take a View of Quiabiſian, where he had Thoughts 
of fixing his firſt Settlement, by Reaſon of the good 
Account he had received of its Fertility. But it 
behov'd him for other Ends, which he was then 
contriving how to compaſs, to haſten the forming 
of his ſmall Corporation in his preſent Quarters, al- 
tho' he was to remove the Troops to a Place more 
commodious. He communicated his Reſolution 
with thoſe Captains that were his Confidents ; and 
having, by this Means, ſmoothed the Way for what 
he had to propoſe, he aſſembled the Men, in order 
to name the Officers of the new Government. At 


which ſhort Conference, thoſe who were acquainted 
with the Mind of Cortes prevailed ; and Alonſo Her- 


nandez Portocarrero, and Franciſco de Montejo, were 
5 won Alcaldes z Alonſo Davila, Pedro and Alonſo 
e Alvarado, and Gonzalo de Sandoval, were Regi- 
dores : The chief Alguazil and Procurator-General 
were Juan de Eſcalante and Franciſco Alvarez Chico. 
They alſo appointed the Clerk of the Council, with 
> & 3 other 
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other inferior Officers ; and having taken the ac- 


cuſtomed Oath, to obſerve Reaſon and Juſtice, ac- 


cording to their Duty, for the greater Service of 
God and the King, they took Poſſeſſion, and began 
to exerciſe their Employments with the uſual So- 
lemnity, calling their new Settlement by the Name 


of Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz, which Title it pre- 


ſerved in the Place where it was afterwards fixed, 
being called Villa Rica, in Remembrance of the 
Gold they had feen in that Country, and de la Vera 
Crux, in Acknowledgment of their landing there on 
the Friday of the Croſs, or Good- Friday. y 

Hernan Cox Es was preſent at theſe Functions, 
as a private Perſon among the other Members of 
the Colony: And tho? he could not eaſily lay aſide 


that Kind of Superiotity which is wont to conſiſt in 


the Reſpect which others pay, he endeavoured to 
ſupport the Authority of theſe new Minifters, and 
by his Reſpect, to induce the reſt to obey them. 
And this Deference was founded upon Policy ; for 
the Authority of that Council, and the Submiſſion 
of the reſt to them, was of much Conſequence to 
him, to the End that the Sword of Juſtice, and the 
Voice of the People, might ſupply the Defect of 
the Military Juriſdiction, which reſided in him by 
Delegation from Diego Velaſquez, and which being, 
in Truth, revoked, ſtood then upon too weak a 
Foundation to enter upon ſo difficult an Enter- 
prize: A Defect which gave him great Uneaſineſs; 
for he was obliged to diſſemble it with thoſe that 
obeyed him, and was embarraſs'd in his Reſolutions 
by the Difficulty of making himſelf be obeyed. 


_ 1 
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CHAP. VI. 


Captain-General, which he held from Diego 
Velaſquez; and the Town and People elect 
him anew. | 


12 next Day in the Morning the Council met, 


under Colour of conſulting about ſome Points 


relating to the Preſervation and Augmentation of 
their new Settlement; and ſoon after Hernan Cortes 


deſired Admittance to propoſe an Affair which con- 


cerned the publick Good. The Council roſe up to 
receive him; and he paying his Reſpects to the 
Magiſtracy of the Town, went and took his Seat 
immediately next to the firſt Regidor, and ſpoke 
to this Effect: ! 


* GENTLEMEN, Since, by the Mercy of God. 


* we have in this Council the Perſon of the King 
* repreſented, before whom we ought to diſcover 
our Hearts, and ſpeak without Artifice, which is 
the Vaſſalage, whereby Men of Worth pay him 
* the greateſt Acknowledgment; I come into your 
* Preſence, as if I appeared before his, without any 
other Deſign than that of his Service, in which 
* ſort of Zeal you will allow me the Ambition of not 
being your inferior. You are conſidering of the 
“Means of eſtabliſhing this new Corporation, happy 
already in depending. upon your Direction. It 
* will not be foreign to the Purpoſe to inform you 
* of my Thoughts and Reſolutions, that you may 
not act upon any ill- founded Suppoſitions, which 
* may oblige you to reaſon afreſh, and take new 
'* Meaſures. This Town, which to Day begins to 
K 3 * riſe 


Hernan Cortes (in the firſt Council which was 
held at Vera Cruz) renounces the Title of 
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riſe under the Protection of your Government, 
is founded in a Country unknown, and full of 
People, where we have already ſeen ſome Signs 
of Reſiſtance, ſufficient to make us believe that we 


are engaged in a difficult Enterprize, where we 
* ſtand in equal Need of Heads and Hands, and 


where very often Force muſt proſecute what Pru- 
dence has begun. This is not a Time to depend 
on politick Maxims, or unarmed Counſels. Your 
firſt Care muſt be to preſerve this Army, which 
ſerves you as a Rampart; and 'tis my firſt Duty 
to inform you, that it is not at this Time in 
ſuch a Condition as is requiſite to entruſt it with 
our Security, and our * You very well 


know that I command this Army without any 
other Commiſſion than the Nomination of Diego 


Velaſquez, which was recall'd ſopn after it had 
been given me. I hy aſide the Injury he did me 
by his Miſtruſt, as being another Affair: But I 
cannot deny, that the Military Power, which we 


ſo much ſtand in Need of, is lodged at preſent in 


me, Oy to the Inclination of him who gave 
it, 'and is founded on a Title of Force, which 
cannot conceal the Weakneſs of its Original. The 


Soldiers are not ignorant of this Defect; nor am 


I ſo mean-ſpirited, as to defire to command 
them with ſuch Authority as may be queſtioned: 
Nor is the Enterprize we have in hand of ſuch a 
Nature, as to enter upon it with an Army that 
rather obeys out of mere Cuſtom, than for that 
it is under a reaſonable Obligation of Obedience. 
It belongs to you, Gentlemen, to apply the Re- 
medy to this Inconveniency; and the Council 
which at preſent repreſents our King, may, in his 
Royal Name, provide for the Government of his 
Troops, by chufing a Perſon free from ſuch Ex- 


* ceptions. There are ſeveral Perſons in this Army 


5 capable 
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« capable of that Employment; and it will be 
« much better filPd by any one that may have an- 
<« other ſort of Authority, or that may receive it at 
« your Hands. I, from this Moment, quit all 

Right which could accrue to me by Polteſſion, 
« and deliver back into your Hands the Title by 
« which I have held it, that you may conſider with 
“all poſſible Freedom upon your Election: And I 
can aſſure you, that all my Ambition ſolely tends 
to promote the good Succeſs of our Undertaking; 
* and that I can, without offering the leaſt Vio- 
“ lence to myſelf, take up a Pike with that Hand 
* which lays down the Staff of a General; for if in 
* War Men learn to command by obeying, there 
are alſo Caſes, in which the having commanded, 
„ teaches them how to obey.” 


Tris ſaid, he threw upon the Table the Com- 


miſſion given him by Diego Velaſquez, kiſs'd the 
Truncheon, and delivering it into the Hands of the 
Alcaldes, retired to his Barrack. It is likely he was 
under no Uneaſineſs about the Event; for he had 
ſo diſpoſed Matters, that he adventured but little 
in the Reſolution. But it muſt be confeſs'd, that 
his Manner of acting was handſome and noble, and 
no leſs commendable the Art he uſed to ſupply the 


- Defects in his Authority, which had neither Force 


nor Decency. The Council ſoon reſolv*d upon the 
Election; for ſome had conſidered what they were 
to propoſe, and others had nothing to reply. They 
all voted to admit the Reſignation of Cortes; but 
that he ought to be obliged to take upon him the 
Command of the Army again ; the Town giving 
him his Commiſſion in the Name of the King, du- 
ring the Time, and in the Interim, until his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould otherwiſe order. And they reſolved to 
communicate the new Election to the People, either 

. wv 
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to ſee how they would receive it, or that indeed 
chef. were ſatisfied of their Approbation. 

HE People were called together by the Voice 
of a Crier; and the Renunciation of Cortes being 
publiſned, with the Reſolution of the Council, they 
received ſuch Applauſe as was either hoped or con- 
certed. Great were the Acclamations and Rejoicings 
of the People. Some congratulated the Council on 
their good Election: Others demanded Cortes, as if 
he had been denied them: And if any were of a 
contrary Opinion, they either diſſembled their Dif- _ 
content by Acclamations, or took Care not to be 
remarkable by their Silence. This Work being 
over, the Alcaldes and Regidores went with the 
greateſt Part of thoſe Soldiers (who now repreſented 
the Town's People) to the Quarters of Hernan 

Cortes; and acquainted him, That the Town of 
Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz had, in the Name of the 
King Don Carlos, with the Conſent and Approba- 
tion of the Inhabitants, in full Council, choſen and 
appointed him General of the Army of New Spain; 
and, in caſe it were neceſſary, did require and com- 
mand him to take upon him that Poſt, it being con- 
venient for the publick Good of the Town, and 
his Majeſty's greater Service. | 

HERNAN CoRTEs accepted the new Command 
(for ſo he called it, to diſtinguiſh it even by Name 
from that which he had renounced) with great Civi- 
ty and Reſpect; and now began to govern the 

Troops with another kind of inward Security, which 
had its Effect in the Obedience of the Soldiers. 

Taz Dependents upon Diego Velaſquez reſented 
this Alteration in a very indiſcreet Manner; for they 
could not diſguiſe their Vexation, nor would they 
give Way to the Current which they were not able 
do ſtem. They endeavoured to invalidate the Au- 
thority of the Council, and caſt Reflections on 
| | Cortes, 
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Cortes, blaming his Ambition, and talking with 
Contempt of thoſe that were deceived, and did not 
know it. And as Scandal has its hidden Poiſon, 
and an unknown Power over thoſe that hear it, it 
fpread in their Converſations, where there wanted 
not ſome who hearken'd to, and endeavoured to 
foment it. Hernan Cortes did all that lay in his 
Power to remedy this Inconvenience in the Begin- 
ning, apprehending it might draw away thofe who 
were already diſquieted, or put thoſe into a Com- 
mation who were eaſily ſtirred up. He had already 
found by Experience how little his Patience avail'd, 
and that gentle Means produced contrary Effects, 
rendring the Evil worſe; and therefore reſolveg to 
make Uſe of Severity, which generally has the beſt 
Effect upon the Inſolent. He ordered Diego de 
Ordaz, Pedro Eſcudero, and Juan Velaſquez de Leon, 
to be ſeized, publickly carried on board the Fleet, 
and put in Irons. This Action ſtruck a great Ter- 
ror into the Troops; and it was his Deſign to im- 
prove 1t, declaring in a very poſitive -and reſolute 
Manner, that he ſeized them as ſeditious Perſons, 
and Diſturbers of the publick Peace ; and that he 
would proceed againſt them, and make them pay 
for their Obſtinacy with the Loſs of their Heads. 
In which Severity, whether real or affected, he con- 
tinued ſome Days, without proceeding to the Ri- 
gour of Juſtice : For he rather defired to reform 
than to puniſh them. At firſt he ſuffered none to 
go near them ; but afterwards, by way of Tolera- 
tion, permitted it, artfully making Uſe of this Per- 
miſſion, for ſome of his Confidents to endeavour 
| to reduce, and bring them to Reaſon; which in 
Time they compaſſed, he ſuffering himſelf to be 
pacified ſo effectually, that he made them his 
Friends; and they ſtood by him in all the Acci- 
cents which afterwards befel him. 

CHAP. 
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C H AP., VII. 


The Spaniards march; and the Fleet ſails for 
Quiabiſlan. They enter Zempoala in their 
Way ; where the Cazique makes them welcome; 
and they receive freſh Accounts of the Tyran- 
nies of Motezuma. 4 

A® ſoon as the aforeſaid Perſons were impriſon'd, 

Pedro de Alvarado march'd out with a hun- 
dred Men, to view the Country, and bring in ſome 

Proviſions ; for now they began to be ſenſible of the 

Want of thoſe Indians who uſed to provide the 

Army. He was ordered to commit no Hoſtility, 

nor make uſe of Arms but in caſe of Neceſſity, be- 

ing obliged to it by Provocation, or for Defence; 
and he had the good Luck to perform his Com- 

miſſion in that Manner, with little Trouble. At a 

ſmall Diftance he came into ſome Villages or Ham- 

Jets, the Inhabitants whereof had fled into the 

Woods, but had left the Houſes well provided 


with Hens, Indian Corn, and other Proviſions ; and 


without doing any Damage, either to the Houſes 
or their Furniture, the Soldiers took what they had 
Occaſion for, as acquired by the Right of Neceſ- 
fity, and returned to their Quarters, loaded and 
well pleaſed. 

_ Hernan CorTEs immediately diſpoſed his March 
as he had reſolved, and the Ships . ſet fail for the 
Bay of Quiabiſſan; he followed by Land, taking 
the Road of Zempoala, keeping the Coaſt on his 
Right Hand, and ſending out a Party before to diſ- 
cover the Country, providing very conſiderately 
againſt all Accidents which might happen in a 
| FE Country 
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Country, where Security might be blamed as a 
Neglect. | 

In a few Hours they reached the River of Zem- 
poala, (near which they afterwards founded the 
City of Vera Cruz); and by reaſon it run deep, 
they were obliged to get ſome Canoes, and other 
Veſſels of Fiſhermen, which they found upon the 
Shore, in which the Soldiers paſſed over, making 
their Horſes ſwim. Having overcome this Diffi- 
culty, they arrived at ſome Houſes in the Diſtrict 
of Zempoala (as they afterwards found); and they 
took it for no good Sign to find them, not only for- 
ſaken by the Indians, but alſo without either Furni- 
ture or Proviſions, berokening a premeditated and 
concerted Flight ; only they left in their Temples 
ſeveral Idols, with various Inftruments, or Knives 
made of Flint, and ſome miſerable Remains of hu- 
man Victims, ſcattered upon the Ground, which at 
the ſame Time moy*d Compaſſion and Horror. 

_ Here they firſt ſaw (and not without Admira- 
tion) the Mexican Books, of which we have already 
made Mention. There were three or four of them 
in the Temples, which, *twas thought, contained 
the Rites of their Religion, made of a long Skin, 
or varniſhed Cloth, which they folded in equal 
Doublings, ſo that every Fold made a Leaf, and 
all together made up the Volume, like ours to the 
outward Appearance; and for the Letters, they 
were written or painted with that kind of Imagery 
or Cyphers uſed by the Painters of Teutile. | 
Taz Army was preſently quartered in the beſt 
Houſes, and paſſed the Night ſomewhat incommo- 
diouſly, their Arms in Readineſs, with Centinels at 
a convenient Diſtance, by whoſe Watching the reſt 
might take ſome Repoſe. | | | 
Tux next Day they continued their March in the 
ſame Order, along the moſt beaten Road, _ 
puke: 3 W 1 
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turned off to the Weſtward, leading further from 
the Shore; and during the whole Morning they 
ſaw no Perſon, of whom to gain Intelligence, nor 
aught but a ſuſpicious Solitude, whoſe very Silence 
made a Noiſe in their Imagination, and gave them 
Uneaſineſs; till entring into ſome very delightful 
Meadows, they diſcovered twelve Indians, who were 
coming in ſearch of Hernan Cortes, with a Preſent 
of Hens, and Bread made of Indian Corn, ſent him 
by the Cazique of Zempoala, very earneſtly intreat- 
ing him not to fail of coming to his Town, where 
he had provided Quarters for his Men, and where 


he ſhould be more plentifully entertained. By theſe . 


Indians he underſtood that the Cazique's Reſidence 
was at a Town one Sun's Diſtance from that Place, 
which, in their Language, ſignified the ſame as one 
' Day's March; for they underſtood not the Diviſion 
of Leagues, but meaſured Diſtance by Suns, count- 
ing the Time and not the Paces. Cortes diſmiſſed 
fix of the Indians with many Thanks for the Preſent 
and Offers, keeping the other ſix to ſhew him the 
Way, and aſk them ſome Queſtions; for he was 
not intirely ſatisfied of the Sincerity of this kind 
Treatment, which being ſo much unlooked for, 
ſeemed the leſs to be depended on. 

Tur Night they halted in a ſmall Village thin 
of Inhabitants, who ſeemed very deſirous to enter- 
tain the Spaniards well: And by the Behaviour of 
theſe People, the Spaniards judged that their Na- 
tion was inclined to Peace; nor were they deceived 


in their Conjectures, tho* Hope is wont to be eaſily 


flattered. In the Morning the Army moved to- 
wards Zempoala, following the Guides with all ne- 
ceſſary Caution; and at the Declining of the Day 
(being now near the Town) there came twenty In- 


dians forth to receive Cortes, well dreſſed after their 


Faſhion; who, after having paid their __— 
| aid 
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ſaid, That their Cazique did not come out with 
« them, by reafon of ſome Impediment, but had 
« ſent them to pay that Reſpect on his Part, being 
« very deſirous to be acquainted with ſuch valiant 
« Gueſts, and to receive into his Friendſhip thoſe 
« whom he already held in his Eſteem.” | 
Tae Town was large, and of a beautiful Pro- 
ſpect, ſituated between two Rivers, which fertilized 
the Country, deſcending from ſome Mountains at a 
| ſmall Diſtance, which were covered with Trees, and 
of an eaſy Aſcent. The Buildings were of Stone, 
covered or adorned with a ſort of Lime, very white 
and ſhining, and made a pleaſing and noble View 
at a Diſtance, inſomuch, that one of the. Scouts, 
who was ſent before, returned in Haſte, crying 
aloud, That the Walls were. of Silver ; which Miſ- 
take made much Sport in the Army, and, perhaps 
ſome did then believe it, who afterwards made a 
Jeſt of his Credulity. | | 
Taz Squares and Streets were filled with an in- 
numerable Company of People, who came to ſee 
the Entry, without any Arms that could give the 


uſually proceeds from a Multitude. The Cazique 
came out to the Gate of his Palace; and his Impe- 
diment was a monſtrous Fatneſs, which oppreſs'd 
and disfigured him. He drew near with ſome Dif- 
ficulty, ſupported by the Arms of ſome noble In- 
dians, to whom he ſeem'd to owe all his Motion. 
His Habit was a Mantle of fine Cotton thrown over 
his naded Body, enriched with various Jewels and 
Pendants, which alſo he wore in his Ears and Lips : 
A Prince of a very extraordinary Make, in whom 
Weight and Gravity agreed notably well. It was 
neceſſary for Cortes to put a Stop to the Laughing of 
the Soldiers; and as he had Occaſion to put a Re- 
ſtraint upon himſelf, he gave the Order with a 
forced 


leaſt Suſpicion, or any other Noiſe than that which 
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forced Severity. But as ſoon as the Cazique be- 
gan his Diſcourſe, receiving Cortes with his Arms, 


and n ras. the reſt of the Captains, he ſhewed 
e 


his good Senſe, and by the Ears gained the Re- 
ſpect of the Eyes. He ſpoke to the Purpoſe, and 
2 his Compliments, with Reſpe& and Diſ- 
cretion, bidding Cortes retire to Reſt after his Jour- 
ney, and quarter his Men; after which he would 
viſit him in his Quarters, and talk more at Leiſure 
about their common Intereſts. =» 

Hz had provided Quarters in ſquare Courts, 
which had many great Chambers, where they were 
all accommodated with ſufficient Room, and plen- 
tifully furniſhed with all they had Occaſion for, 
After which the Cazique made Way for his Viſit, 
by ſending a Preſent of Jewels of Gold, and other 
Curioſities, to the Value of about two thouſand 


Peſo's, and ſoon after came himſelf, with a ſplen- 


did Attendance, in a Chair carried on the Shoulders 


of the Chief of his Family; and at that Time, it is 


likely, the ſtrongeſt had that Honour. Cortes went 
forth to receive him, attended by his Captains; 
and giving him the Precedence, and the Right 


Fand, retired with him and his Interpreters; for 


he thought it convenient to talk to him without 
Witneſſes. After having made him the uſual Speech 
about the Intent of his coming, the Grandeur of 
his King, and the Errors of Idolatry, he proceeded 
to tell him, That one of the Deſigns of thoſe 
„ yaliant Troops was to redreſs Wrongs, puniſh 
Violence, and to take Part with Juſtice and Rea- 
<« ſon.” He touch'd upon that Point on Purpoſe 
to draw him in, by Degrees, to complain of Mole. 
Zuma, and to diſcover what Advantages might be 
expected from his Reſentments and Indignation, of 
which he had been before inform*d. It preſently 
appear'd, by the Change of his — that 

ortes 
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Cortes had touched the Sore; and before he re- 
ſulved on an Anſwer, he began to ſigh, as one 
who found a Difficulty in making his Complaints; 
but at length, his Reſentment prevailing, he broke 
out into Lamentations of his Unhappineſs, and told 
him, * That all the Caziques of the neighbouring 
“ Countries, were under a miſerable and ſhameful 
e Slavery, groaning under the Oppreſſions and Ty- 
« rannies of Motezuma, without ſufficient Force to 
&« free themſelves, or Courage to think on a Re- 
« medy ; that he cauſed himſelf to be ſerved and 
4 adored by his Subjects like one of his Gods; and 


© would have his Violencies and Injuries reverenced 


like the Decrees of Heaven: But that it was not 
* his Deſign to engage him in adventuring to 
* ſupport them, becauſe: Motezuma was too power- 
ful and ſtrong for him to reſolve (on ſo ſlight an 
Obligation) ito. declare himſelf his Enemy; nor 
* would it be agreeable to the Laws of Civility, 
to pretend to his Friendſhip, by ſelling at ſo 
* great a Price, the ſmall Service he had done 
Achim o 

_ Hernan CorRTEs endeavoured to comfort him, 
letting him know, That he ſhould little regard 
« Motezuma's Power, having Heaven on his Side, 
« and a natural Predominancy. over Tyrants; but 
« that he was obliged to paſs on to Quiabiſſan, 
« where the Oppreſſed and Needy ſhould find him, 
« and all who, having Reaſon on their Side, ſtood 
« in need of his Arms; which he might commu- 
« nicate to his Friends and Confederates; aſſuring 
them all, that Motezuma would ceaſe to oppreſs 


them, or ſhould not be able to do it, while he 


* undertook their Defence.” With this they both 
took Leave, and Hernan Cortes prepared for his 
March, having gained the good Will of that Ca- 
Zique, and being extremely well pleaſed within * 
ſe 
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ſelf at the better Proſpect of his Deſigns, which 
from being only diſtant Views of the Imagination, 
began now to appear poſſible. 
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The Spaniards purſue their March from Zem- 
poala 0 Quiabiſlan. An Account of what 
paſſed at their Entrance into that Town ; 
where they have freſh Accounts of the Un- 
eafineſs of thoſe Provinces ; and they take fix 
of Motezuma's Officers. © 


TIF EES the Army was ready to march, they 
found four hundred Indians of Burden pro- 
vided to carry their Cloak-Bags and Proviſions, and 
to help to conduct the Artillery; which was a very 
great Eaſe to the Soldiers, and was look'd upon as 
an extraordinary Reſpect of the Cazique, till they 
underſtood from Donna Marina, that among thoſe 
Lords of Vaſſals, it was a common Practice to aſſiſt 
the Armies of their Allies with that ſort of human 
Baggage-Carriers, which in their Language they 
called Tamenes, who were wont to travel five or fix 
Leagues with two or three Arobas, that is, with 
Half or three Quarters of an hundred Weight. The 
Country they were entering upon was pleaſant and 
delightful, Part of it covered with great Trees, 
and the reſt cultivated with Grain; at which Sight 
the Spaniards went on chearful and diverted, re- 
Joicing at their good Fortune in marching over fo 
plentiful a Country. At the Setting of the Sun, 
they found themſelves near a little Village, unpeo- 
pled, where they ſtaid to avoid the Inconveniency 


of 


rived the next Day by Ten in the Morning. 
Tax Buildings appeared at a large Diſtance on 


Avenues narrow and ſteep, which they found with- 
out Defence, yet they entered with Difficulty. The 
Cazique had retired with the Inhabitants, to diſco- 
yer at a Diſtance the Intentions of our People; and 
the Troops took Poſſeſſion of the Town, without 
finding any Perſon from whom they could get the 


the Indians had their Temples, there came out four- 
teen or fifteen Indians to meet them, handſomely 
dreſſed after their Manner, with Abundance of 
Cringes and Perfumes, continuing their Civilities 
for ſome Time, with an affected Security and Civi- 
lity, endeavouring to cover their Fear with Reſpect; 
Affections of the Mind, which are pretty much 


Hernan Cortes encouraged them by his Careſſes, and 
gave them ſome Beads of blue and green Glaſs; a 
fort of Coin, which, for the Effects it had, began 
to be valued even among thoſe who were acquaint- 
ed with it. With which good Treatment, they re- 
covered from the Fright which they had diſſembled, 
and gave him to underſtand, © That their Cazique 


* by putting himſelf on his Defence, or adventu- 
* ring his Perſon, by truſting to armed Troops 
* which he did not know; and with ſuch an Ex- 
* ample it was impoſſible to hinder the Flight of 
* the Inhabitants, who were under leſs Obligations 
* to run themſelves into Danger; an Action to 
* which they had offered themſelves, as being Pea- 
ple of better Faſhion and greater Boldneſs : But 
** that as ſoon as the reſt ſhould be ſenſible of the 
Vo I. I. L * Good- 
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of entring Quiabiſlan by Night, at which they ar- 


an Eminence of Rocks, which ſeemed to ſerve in- 
ſtead of a Wall; a Situation naturally ſtrong, the 


leaſt Information, till coming to a Square, where 


alike in Appearance, and hard to be diſtinguiſhed. 


* had withdrawn himſelf to avoid beginning a War, 


N 1 
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* Goodneſs of ſuch honourable Gueſts, they would 
* immediately return to their Houſes, and account 
„ it a very great Happineſs to ſerve and obey 
& them. Hernan Cortes gave them freſh Aſſu- 
rances; and whilſt they were gone with this News, 
he gave ſtrict Orders to the Soldiers to treat the 
Indians well; who very ſoon ſhewed the Confidence 
they had in the Spaniards , for that very Night ſome 
Families returned, and in a little Time the Town 
was filled with its Inhabitants. | 
Some Time after the Cazique returned, bringing 
with him the Cazique of Zempoala to befriend him. 
They both came in Litters on the Shoulders of 
Men. He of Zempoala made a handſome Excuſe 
for his Neighbour ; and after ſome ſhort Diſcourſe, 
they themſelves introduced their Complaints of M- 
_ zezuma, recounting with great Warmth, and ſome- 
times with Tears, his Tyrannies and Cruelties, the 
Miſery of their People, and Deſpair of their Nobles; 
to which the Cazique of Zempoala added, as the 
utmoft Aggravation z © This Monſter is ſo proud 
e and fierce, that beſides his Impoveriſhing us by 
„ his Tributes, and raiſing his Wealth out of 
ce our Calamities, he likewiſe invades the Houſes of 
e his Subjects, taking forcibly from us both our 
« Wives and Daughters, ſtaining with their Blood 
the Altars of his Gods, after having ſacrificed 
c them firſt to other Uſes more cruel and leſs 
mT” | | 
HERNAN CorTEs endeavoured to comfort and 
diſpoſe them for entring into a Confederacy with 
him ; but at the Time that he was enquiring into 
their Strength, and the Number of People that 
would take Arms in Defence of their Liberty, two 
or three Indians came in who ſeemed in a very great 
Fright; and whiſpering the Caziques in the Ears, 
put them into ſuch Confuſion, that they 9 = 
| oſing 
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loſing both Courage and Colour; and went haſtily 
away, without ſo much as taking Leave, or making 
an End of their Diſcourfe. The Cauſe. of their 
Diſorder was preſently known; for ſix Officers, or 
Royal Commiſſaries, ſuch as went about the King- 
dom to gather Motezuma's Tributes; were ſeen paſ- 
fing before the Spaniards Quarters. They were 
adorned with Abundance of Feathers, and Pen- 
dants of Gold on fine clean Cotton Cloths; with a 
ſufficient Number of Servants and inferior Officers; 
who moving great Fans, made of Feathers, fann'd 
their Maſters to cool them, or officiouſly ſhaded 
them from the Sun, as Occaſion required. Cortes 
went out to the Gate with his Captains to ſee them 
and they paſſed on, without paying him any Re- 
ſpect, and with Countenances that ſhewed Indigna- 
tion and Contempt; which Pride provoked ſome of 
the Soldiers ſo much, that they would have cha- 
ſtiſed them, had they not been withheld by Cortes, 
who reſted ſatisfied at that Time with ſending Donna 
Marina, with a ſufficient Guard, to inform herſelf 
of what they were doing, = 

By this Means it was underſtood, that after ha- 
ving ſeated themſelves in the Town-Houſe, they 
ſummoned the Caziques to appear before them, and 
reprimanded them publickly, and very ſharply, for 
their Boldneſs in admitting Strangers into their 
Town, who were Enemies to their King ; and there- 
fore, beſides the ordinary Service, to which they 
were obliged, they demanded twenty Indians to ſa- 
crifice to their Gods, as a Satisfaction and Atone- 
ment for ſuch a Crime. 

HERNAN CoR TES ſent for the two Caziques by 
ſome Soldiers, who had Orders, without any Noiſe, 
to bring them to his Preſence; when letting them 
know that he ſaw into their moſt hidden Deſigns, 
(the better to authorize * Propoſal by this Myſtery) - 

4 2 E 


148 The HISTORY of the Book II. 
he told them, © That he was well acquainted 
with the Violence of thoſe Commiſſaries, who, 
« without any other Crime than their having ad- 
* mitted his Troops, endeavoured to impoſe on 
them new Tributes of human Blood; that it was 
© no Time then for ſuch Abominations, nor would 
« he ſuffer them to obey ſuch horrid Commands 
* mm his Prefence; but, on the contrary, he order'd 
„ them, without fail, to call their People about 
* them, and ſeize the Commiſſaries, and leave him 
* to maintain what they had done by his Advice.” 

Tre Caziques were at a Stand, refuſing to exe- 
cute ſuch a bold Command, as being grown mean- 
ſpirited by conftant Uſe of enduring the Smart, and 
even honouring the Rod: But Hernan Cortes re- 
peated his Order with ſo much Reſolution, that 
they immediately went to execute it; and with great 
Applauſe of the Indians, they ſeized the Miniſters 
of Motezuma, whom they put in a kind of Pillo- 
ries, uſed in their Priſons, and very incommodious; 
for they held the Delinquents by the Neck, obliging 
them continually to do their utmoſt with their Shoul- 
ders to eaſe the Weight, for the Freedom of breath- 
ing. It was very pleaſant to ſee how proud and 
elevated the Caziques returned to give an Account 
of their noble Action; for they thought to execute 
them the ſame Day, and make them ſuffer the Pu- 
niſhments aſſigned by their Laws to Traytors; and 
feeing that would not be permitted, they defired at 
leaft to ſacrifice them to their Gods, as if it were 2 
kind of Grace. 85 : 

Tux Priſoners being ſecured with a fufficient 
Number of Spaniſh Soldiers, Hernan Cortes retired 
to his Quarters, and began to conſider within himſelt, 
what was to be done in order to diſentangle him- 
ſelf from the Difficulty he was in, by having pro- 


miſed to protect and defend the Caziques from the 
Danger 
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Danger that threatened them for having obeyed 
him; for he was not willing abſolutely to break 
with Motezuma, but ſtill to keep him in Suſpence. 
He did not altogether approve the taking up Arms 
in Defence. of Subjects complaining againſt their 
King, nor the laying aſide his Deſigns of Peace, 
without new Provocation, or a better Pretence. On 
the other Hand, he conſidered it as a very neceſſary 
Point, to maintain that Party which was beginning 
to form, that he might have their Aſſiſtance in caſe 
he ſhould happen to want them. In fine, he held 
it moſt convenient to manage with Motezuma, by 
making a Merit of ſuſpending the Effects of that 
Diſreſpect, and ſhewing, that at leaſt he would ſo 
far diſcharge himſelf, as not to foment the Sedi- 
tion, or draw any Advantage from it to himſelf, 
until the laſt Neceſſity. 
TR Reſult of theſe Ne (which kept him 
ſome Hours awake) was, to ſend at Midnight for 
two of the Priſoners with all poſſible Privacy: And 
after receiving them courteouſly, he told them, (as 
one deſirous they ſhould not attribute to him what 
they had ſuffered) ) That he had ſent for them in 
order to ſet them at Liberty; and that as they 
received it ſolely from his Hands, they might 
aſſure their Prince, he would endeavour very 
ſhortly; to ſend the reſt of their Companions 
who remained in the Power of the Caziques, 
whom he would endeavour to make ſenſible 
of their Fault, and perform all that ſhould be 
„ moſt for his Service; for that he was deſirous 
of Peace, and to deſerve, by his Reſpect and 
« Actions, all the Marks of Civility that were due 
„to the Ambaſſador and Miniſter of ſo great 
« a Prince.“ The Indians durſt not ſet out on their 
Journey, for Fear of being killed, or taken by the 
Way; and he was forced to give them a Guard of 


* Spaniſb 
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Spaniſh Soldiers who conveyed them to the next 

ay, where the Ships lay, and one of the Boats 
was ordered to land them beyond the Diſtrict of 


Zempoala. 


TEE Caziques came in the Morning much 
frightened and troubled for the Eſcape of the two 
Priſoners; and Hernan Cortes received the News 
with Signs of Surpriſe and Concern, blaming their 
Want of Vigilance; and upon this Pretence he 
ordered in their Preſence, that the reſt ſhould be 


carried on board the Fleet, as deſiring to take upon 


himſelf the Care of their Impriſonment; but he pri- 
vately ordered the Sea-Officers to treat them well, 


and to keep them ſatisfied and ſafe ; by which he 
gained the Confidence of the Caziques, without 


Hie 


diſobliging Motezuma, whoſe Power, ſo much cried 
up and dreaded among thoſe Indians, made him 
careful how he acted. After this Manner he en- 
deavoured to provide for every Thing, keeping 
up the diſcontented Party, without engaging him- 
Telf too far in it, yet ſtill preſerving in View all 
Accidents which might oblige him to cloſe with it. 
A great Maſter in adjuſting his Meaſures to his 
Suſpicions. And he 1s a prudent General, who 
knows how to provide beforehand againſt Acci- 
dents, and, by Foreſight, to lefſen the Force or 
Surprize of thoſe Difficulties he meets with. 
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| CHAP, X. 
The Caziques of the Mountains come to ſubnit, 


and offer their Service to Cortes. The 
Spaniards build the Town of Vera Cruz, and 


put it in a Poſture of Defence. New Am- 


baſſadors arrive there from Motezuma, 


T* E Benignity and good Behaviour of the 
Spamards towards their Allies, was quickly di- 
vulg Ex thro? all the Diſtricts thereabouts; and the 
two Caziques of Zempoala and Quiabiſian gave No- 
tice to all their Friends and Confederates of the 
Happineſs they enjoyed, being freed from Impoſi- 
tions, and their Liberty ſecured by the Protection 
of a People invincible, who knew the very Thoughts 
of Men, and ſeemed of a ſuperior Nature. The 


Report ſpread, and (as is uſual) was improv'd by 


Fame, which always adds to the Truth, or con- 
founds it with Exaggerations. It was ſaid publickly 
among thoſe People, that their Gods were come 
down to Quiabiſſan, darting Lightning againſt Mo- 
teuma; the which Credulity laſted ſome. Time 
among the Indians, and cauſed a Veneration, tho? ill 
founded, which very much facilitated the Begin- 
nings of this Conqueſt. Nor were they altogether 
wide of the Truth, in eſteeming thoſe ſent from 
Heaven, who by its Decree and Appointment, 
came to be the Inſtruments of their Salvation: A 
Notion prticeeding from their Ignorance, in which 
there might be ſome Mixture of a {upcrior Light, 
diſpenſed in Favour of their Sincerity. 

THis Opinion of the Spaniards did ſo increaſe, 
and the Name of Liberty ſounded ſo well in the 
Ears of the Oppreſſed, that in a few Days there 
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came to Quiabiſlan above thirty Caziques, Lords of 


the Mountain that was in Sight, which had nume- 
rous Settlements of Indians, called Totonaques, a 
ruſtick People of different Languages and Cuſtams, 
but ſtrong, and valuing themſelves upon their Cou- 
rage. They all paid their Obedience, offered their 

roops, and, in the Form propoſed to them, ſwore 
Fidelity and Vaſſalage to the King of Spain, of 
which a ſolemn Act was made before the Secretary 
of the Council. Antonio de Herrera ſays, that the 
- 'Troops offered by thoſe Caziques, exceeded the 
Number of a hundred thouſand Men. Bernal Diaz 


del Caſtillo, doth not reckon. them; nor were they 


ever lifted. The Number, it is likely, was very 
great, the Settlements being many, and the People 


eaſily ſtirred up againſt Motezuma, eſpecially, for 


that the Mountainous. Country conſiſted of Warlike 
Indians, lately ſubdued, or not quite conquered. 

_ Tris kind of Confederacy being made, the Ca- 
ziques returned to their Houſes, ready to do as 
they ſhould be commanded ; and Hernan Cortes re- 


- ſolved to ſettle the Town of Villa Rica de la Vera 


Cruz, which, till then moved with the Army, tho? 


- obſerving. its proper Diſtinctions as a Republick. 


They pitched upon the Plain between the Sea and 
Quiabiſian, half a League from that Town; a Land 
- which invited them with its Fertility, abounding | in 
Water, and having great Plenty of Trees, which 
lay commodious for the Cutting of Timber for the 
Buildings. They laid the Foundations, beginning 
with the Church. The handicraft Men were diſtri- 
buted, Carpenters and Maſons, who came with Sol- 
diers Pay; and the Indians of Zempoala and Quia- 
biflan aſſiſting with equal Skill and Activity, the 
Houſes began to riſe; mean as to Architecture, ra- 
ther for a Covering than any Commodiouſneſs. 
"NP preſently drew the Compaſs of the Wall with 
Traverſes 
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Traverſes of ſtrong Mud-Work, a ſufficient De- 
fence againſt the Weapons of the Indians; and in 
that Country it might be properly called a Fortreſs. 
The principal Officers of the Army help'd to car 
on the Work, applying both their Hands and Shoul- 
ders to it; and Hernan Cortes work'd as the reſt, 
ſeeming to ſet himſelf a Taſk, not ſatisfied with the 
ſcanty Diligence which is ſufficient in a Superior to 
ſet a good Example. 

Is the mean Time they received at Mexico the 
firſt Advice of the Spaniards being received in Zem- 
poala by that Cazique, a Man, in their Opinion, of 
ſuſpected Fidelity, and the neighbouring Places lit- 
tle to be depended on: Which Account ſo pro- 
voked Motezuma, that he propoſed to draw toge- 
ther his Forees, and march out in Perſon to cha- 
ſtiſe this Offence of the Zempoalans, and put the reſt 
of the Mountain Nations under his Yoke; taking 
the Spaniards alive, whom he had already in his 
Imagination deſtined for a ſolemn Sacrifice to his 
Gods. „ 2 | 
Bor at the fame Time that he began to make 
great Preparations for this Enterprize, the two Ju- 
dians, whom Cortes had diſpatched from Quiabiſſan 
arrived at Mexico, and gave an Account of their 
Impriſonment ; and that they owed their Liberty to 
the Captain of the Strangers, who had ſent them to 
repreſent how much he deſired Peace, and how far 
it was from his Intentions to do him any Diſſervice; 
extolling his Courteſy and Mildneſs ſo much, that 
it might be perceived by the Praiſes they gave 
Cortes, how much they had feared the Caziques. 

Uro this the Face of Affairs was changed: The 
Anger of Motezuma was mitigated ; Preparations 
for War ceaſed, and he determined again to try 
the Way of Negociation, endeavouring to divert 
Cortes from his Deſigns with a new Embaſly and 
| Preſent, 
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Preſent, to which Meaſures he eaſily inclined ;. for 
IT | in the Midſt of his Anger and Pride, he could not 
= | forget the Signals of Heaven, and the Anſwers of 
11 his Idols, which he looked on as evil Omens of his 
| Undertaking, or at leaſt, they obliged him to de- 
lay the Breach; endeavouring to qualify his Fear 
after ſuch a Manner, that it ſhould be taken for 
Prudence by Men, and for Reſpe& by his Gods. 
Tris Embaſſy arrived when they had almoſt 
perfected the new Settlement and Fortreſs of Vera 
Cruz. With the Embaſly came two Youths, Ne. 
phews to Motezuma, attended by four antient Ca- 
ziques who aſſiſted them as Counſellors, and added 
to their Authority by the Reſpect they paid them. 
The Attendance was ſplendid ; and they brought a 
Preſent of Gold, Feathers, and Cotton, worth about 
two thouſand Pieces of Eight. The Meſſage the 
Ambaſſadors delivered, was, That the great Em- 
& peror Motezuma, having been informed of the 
Diſobedience of thoſe Caziques, and their Inſo- 
& lence in taking and miſuſing his Officers, had 
provided a powerful Army to come in Perſon to 
“ chaſtiſe them; but had ſuſpended the Execution 
„of his Purpoſe, that he might not be obliged to 
„break with the Spaniards, whoſe Friendſhip be 
« defired, and whoſe Captain he was obliged to 
* eſteem, and acknowledge the Reſpect he had 
* ſhewn in ſending him his two Servants, whom 
& he had releaſed from ſo cruel an Impriſonment. 
“ But that tho? he durſt entirely rely upon him for 
5 reſtoring likewiſe their Companions to Liberty, 
e yet he could not but complain, in a friendly 
Ti *« Manner, that ſo valiant and wiſe a Man ſhould 
. < think fit to live among his Rebels, making them 
| * more inſolent under the Shelter of his Arms: 


| . „ And as the making of Traytors bold, was little 
| | <« leſs than approving the Treaſon, he did requel 


c“ him, 
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te him, upon that Conſideration, immediately to 
« leave that Country, that he might puniſh them 
*« without Breach of his Friendſhip. And with the 
% ſame Sincerity of Heart, he admoniſhed him not 
« to think of paſſing on to his Court; for that the 


% Impediments and Dangers of that Journey were 


+ very great. On which laſt Article they enlarg'd 
with a myſterious Tediouſneſs, this being the prin- 
cipal Point of their Inſtructions. 

Hernan CorTEs received the Embaſſy and Pre- 
ſent with great Reſpect; and before he returned his 
Anſwer, he ordered the four impriſoned Officers to 
come in, whom he had purpoſely ſent for from on 
board the Fleet; and, gaining the good Will of the 
Ambaſſadors, by delivering them up, well treated 
and thankful, he told them, That the Error 
* committed by the Caziques of Zempoala and Qui- 
* abiſlan, was amended by the Reſtitution of thoſe 
« Officers; and that he was highly pleaſed with 
* the Opportunity of ſnewing his Reſpect by that 
* Action, and giving Motezuma that firſt Proof of 
* his Obedience: That he could not but own the 
Bs © Inſolence of that Impriſonment, tho* it might, 

in ſome Meaſure be excuſed by the Extravagancy 
« of the Officers themſelves, who, not content 

* with the ordinary Tributes due to the Crown, 
had of their own Authority demanded twenty 
Indians for their Sacrifices; a cruel Propoſition, 

and an Abuſe which the Spaniards could not ſuf- 
« fer, being bred in another Religion of greater 


* Piety and Regard to human Nature: That he 


I found himſelf obliged to thoſe Caziques for ad- 
„ mitting and entertaining him in their Territories, 
* when his Governors Teutile and Pilpatoe diſcour- 

'* teouſly abandoned him, failing in Point of Ho- 

** ſpitality, and the Law of Nations; an Action 

8 done without Motezuma's Orders, and which 


*« would 
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would be diſpleaſing to him, or at leaſt he was 
willing ſo to think; becauſe having nothing but 
« Peace in View, he did not deſire to aggravate 
„Matters by his Complaints: That neither that 
£ Country, nor the Totonaque Mountainiers, would 
„ move to his Diſſervice, neither would he permit 
* it; for the Caziques were at his Devotion, and 
£© would not tranſgreſs his Orders; for which Rea- 
“ ſon he was obliged to intercede for them, that 
* he would pardon their Diſobedience to his Of- 
* ficers, in having admitted and lodged his Troops: 
That for the reſt he could only ſay, that when 
he ſhould be iſo happy as to appear in his Pre- 
« ſence, he would make known the Importance of 
« his Embaſſy, and that in the mean Time he had 
„ no Regard to the Impediments and Dangers 
* which threatened him; for that the Spaniard; 
* were unacquainted with Fear, and Obſtacles only 
induced them to go on, being a People enured 
© to Dangers, and uſed to ſeek for Glory amidſt 
e the greateſt Difficulties.“ | 
Wir this ſhort and reſolute Speech (in which 
. the Conſtancy of Hernan Cortes is to be obſerved, 
and the Art with which he endeavoured to raiſe 
their Idea of his Deſigns) he anſwered the Ambaſſa- 
dors, who departed much careſs'd, and rich in Caſti- 
lian Trifles, carrying for their King, as a Preſent, 
another Treaſure of the fame Kind. 

Ir was obſerved, that the Ambaſſadors went 
away diſſatisfied for not having obtained the Retreat 
of the Spaniards, which was the Point all their En- 
deavours tended to. The Spaniards gain'd much 
Reputation among thoſe Nations by this Embaſly ; 
for the Indians were now confirm'd in their Opinion; 
that Hernan Cortes muſt be ſome Deity, and none 
of the leaſt powerful, ſince Motezuma (whoſe Pride 


diſdain'd to bend his Knee in the Preſence of his 
| | Gods) 
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Gods) ſought him with ſo much Submiſſion, and 
ſolicited his Friendſhip with Gifts, which, in their 

| Opinion, were little lefs than Sacrifices ; the Effect 
of which Extravagancy was, that they loſt great 
Part of the Fear which they had for their King, 
giving themſelves up with greater Subjection to the 
Obedience of the Spaniards : And no leſs than ſuch 
Dotage was neceſſary, that a Work ſo wonderful, 
and undertaken with ſo ſmall a Force, might be 
made practicable ; the Moſt High permitting theſe 
Things, that it might not appear wholly a Miracle, 
or lie under the Imputation of Temerity. 


—_— 
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The Zempoalans, by Deceit, engage Hernan 
Cortes 10 take up Arms againſt the People of 
Zimpazingo, therr Enemies. He makes 
them Friends, and reduces that Country. 


OON after the Cazique of Zempoala came to 
) Vera Cruz, with ſome principal Indians, whom 
he brought as Witneſſes of what he intended to pro- 
poſe. He told Hernan Cortes, That now the 
« Time was come to protect and defend his Coun- 
try; for that ſome Troops of the Mexicans were 
arrived in Zimpazingo, (a Place of Strength, di- 
« ſtant from thence about two Suns) and went out 
« to over-run the Country, deſtroying the Corn- 
Fields, and committing ſome Hoſtilities in his 
„ Diftrict, with which, it ſeemed, they were be- 
„ ginning their Revenge.” Hernan Cortes found 
himſelf engaged to ſupport the Zempoalans, to main- 
tain the Credit of his Offers; and beſides, he 
thought it would not be right to fuffer that dees, 
| ence 
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lence of the Mexicans, as it were, in his Sight ; and 
that in caſe they were ſome advanced Troops of 
Motezuma's Army, it would be neceſſary to ſtrike 
a Terror into them, to diſcourage the reſt of his 
People. For which Purpoſe he determined to march 
in Perſon upon this Undertaking z engaging in it 
ſomewhat too haſtily ; for he was yet unacquainted 
with the Deceits and Lyes of thoſe People (a capi. 
tal Vice among the Iudians) and ſuffered himſelf to 
be carried away by Probability, without examining 
into the Truth. He offered them to march out im- 
mediately with his Troops, to chaſtiſe thoſe Ene- 
mies, who diſturb'd the Peace of his Allies; and 
ordering them to provide Indians of Burden for the 
Baggage and Artillery, he made a Diſpoſition im- 
mediately for his March, and took the Road of 
Zimpazingo, with four hundred Men, leaving the 
reſt in the Fortreſs of Vera Cruz. Bn 

As he paſſed by Zempoala, he found two thou- 
ſand armed Indians, whom the Cazique had pro- 
vided to ſerve under him in that Expedition, divi- 
ded into four Bodies, or Commands, with their 
Captains, Colours, and Arms, according to the 
Cuſtom of their Militia, Hernan Cortes thanked 
him very much for the Care he took to provide 
that Succour ; and tho? he let him underſtand, that 
he had no Occaſion for his Men upon an Expedi- 
tion of ſo ſmall Importance, yet he ſuffered them 
to go, to provide againſt all Events, but as if he 
had done it only to let them ſhare in the Glory of 
the Succeſs. ” | | 

Tnar Night they lodged in ſome Houſes three 
Leagues from Zimpazingo; and the next Day a lit- 
tle before Three in the Afternoon, they diſcovered 
the Town on the Top of a ſmall Hill, a Branch of 
the Mountain, among great Rocks, which hid Part 
of the Buildings, and threaten'd at a Diſtance, gn 
the 


\% . by 2 * * 
\ - — 


Book II. Congueft of Mz x1co; 159 
the Difficulty of the Way. The Spaniards began to 
overcome the Craggedneſs of the Mountain, but 
not without conſiderable Trouble; for being jea- 
fous of an Ambuſh, they went doubling, and filing 
off as the Ground would permit; but the Zempoa- 
lans, either more dextrous, or leſs embaraſs'd by 
the Narrowneſs of the Paths, advanced with a fort 
of Fury which appeared like Valour, but was in- 
deed Revenge, and a thieviſh Temper. Hernan 
Cortes was obliged to give Orders to halt, at a Time 
when ſome Troops of the Vanguard were already in 
the Town. | 

He held on his March, without meeting any Re- 
ſiſtance; and juſt as he was preparing to attack the 
Town in ſeveral Parts, there came out of it eight 
antient Prieſts, who aſked for the Captain of that 
Army, before whoſe Preſence they came with great 
Submiſſions, pronouncing ſome Words in an hum- 
ble and pitiful Manner, ſuch as ſufficiently ſhewed 
Submiſſion, without the Help of an Interpreter. 
Their Dreſs was a black Mantle, whoſe End reach'd 
the Ground, and the upper Part was gathered and 
plaited about the Neck, with a Piece hanging looſe, 
m Form of a Hood, with which they kept their 
Heads warm. Their Hair reached to their Shoul- 
ders, daſhed and clodded with the human Blood of 
their Sacrifices, Marks of which they ſuperſtitiouſly 
preſerv'd on their Faces and Hands; for it was not 
lawful for them to waſh themſelves ; far Miniſters 
of ſuch unclean Gods, whoſe Filth ſhewed itſelf in 
this and other Deformities. | 

Tazy began their Speech by aſking Cortes, 
* By what Reſiſtance or Offence the poor Inhabi- 
* tants had merited the Indignation or Chaſtiſe- 
ment of a People, already ſo much famed in the 
Countries thereabouts for Clemency and Good- 
* neſs? He anſwered, * That he did not deſign 
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3 ==” * to offend the Inhabitants of the Town, but only 
<« chaſtiſe the Mexicans, who were quartered in it, 
and fallied from thence to infeſt the Territories 
of his Friends.“ To which they replied, © That 
% the Mexican Troops which had been garriſoned 
<« in Zimpazingo, were retired, flying further up the 
x Country, as ſoon as they heard that Motezuma's 
. Officers were impriſoned at Quiabiſian; and that 
| * if his Deſign was againſt them, through the In- 
T5 * fluence or Suggeſtion of thoſe Indians that ac- 
[ 4 * companied him, he was to underſtand, that the 
18 * Zempoalans were their Enemies, and had de- 
'F &« ceived him, feigning thoſe Inroads of the Mexi- 
* cans to deſtroy them, and make him the Inftru- 
% ment of their Revenge.“ | 
By the Confuſion and frivolous Excuſes of the 
Zempoalan Captains themſelves, it appeared that 
thoſe Prieſts ſpoke Truthz and Hernan Cortes was 
concerned at the Deceit, as a Reflection upon his 
Arms, being vexed at the ſame Time at the Malice 
of the Indians, and his own Simplicity; but conſi- 
dering what was moſt proper to be done upon this 
Occaſion, he preſently ordered the Captains Chri- 
ſtoval de Olid and Pedro de Alvarado to go with 
their Companies, and gather the Þdians together, 
who had advanced before to get into the Town, 
and were now buſy in the Pillage, and had taken 
a conſiderable Quantity of Cloaths and Furniture, 
and already bound ſome Priſoners. They were 
brought to the Army, ſhamefully loaded with what 
they had robbed, and the miſerable plundered People 
following them, crying out for their Goods: For 
whoſe Satisfaction and Comfort Hernan Cortes com- 
manded to unbind the Priſoners, and deliver up 
the Goods to the Prieſts, that they might reſtore 
them to the proper Owners; and calling for the 
Zempoalan Captains, reproved them publickly for 


their 
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their Preſumption, in very angry Terms, telling 


them, they had incurred the Penalty of Death fot 


their,Offence, in obliging him to march his Troops 


only to compaſs their Revenge; and cauſing him- 
ſelf to be intreated by the Spaniſh Captains; whom 
he had inſtructed before to pacify him, he pardon'd 
them for that Time, enlarging upon that Action of 
his Clemency ; tho', in Truth, he did not then dare 
to chaſtiſe them with the Rigour they deſerved, 
paving well, that to preſerve new-acquired Friends, 

lemency was more proper than Juſtice. _ 

Havinc done this, which gave him a Reputation 
with both the Nations, he commanded the Zempoa- 
lans to lodge without the Town, and he marched 


in with the Spaniards, where he was received with 


the Applauſe of a Deliverer. Immediately the Ca- 
zique of Zimpazingo viſited him in his Lodging; 
with others of the Neighbourhood, who came either 
out of Friendſhip or Obedience, acknowledging the 
King of Spain for their Prince; whoſe Name was 
already beloved and reverenced in that Country, 
where the People deſired to be his Subjects out of 
Hatred to Motezuma. e 

Hz afterwards took in hand the Adjuſting of the 
Differences between thoſe Indians and the Zempoa- 
lans; which began about the Diviſion of their Di- 
ſtricts, firſt between the Caziques, and had now 
occaſioned ſuch a Rancour among the People, that 
they lived in continual Hoſtility. To which End, 


he drew up a Scheme for compounding their Dif- 


ferences; and taking upon himſelf to content the 
Lord of Zempoala, made them Friends, and return'd 
to Vera Cruz, leaving his Intereſt advanced by the 
Obedience of new Caziques, and a Friendſhip eſta- 
bliſhed among thoſe of his Party, whoſe Diſagree- 
ment might have been a Hindrance to his receiving 
any Service from them; ſo that he made his Ad- 

. M Vaantage, 
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vantage, and found his Conveniency even in that 
ill-concerted-Enterprize z ſuch happy Fruits of Er. 
ror ſerving to undeceive human Prudence, whoſe 
Deſigns, for the moſt part, prove abortive, and 
end in their very firſt Conceptions. . | 
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CHAP. XII. 

The Spaniards return to Zempoala ; where they 
overthrow the Idols, with ſome Reſiſtance 
of the Indians: And the principal of their 

| Temples. is converted into à Church of our 


Lady. 


JL Cazique of Zempoala waited for Cortes at. 
KK ſome Houſes a little diſtant from the. Town, 
with great Store of Proviſions to- refreſh his Men; 
but much aſhamed and troubled, that his Deceit 
was diſcovered, He was going to excuſe himſelf; 
baut Cortes did not permit it, telling him, © He 
* had laid aſide his Diſpleaſure, and deſired an 
© Amendment for the future, which was the only 
«© Satisfaction of pardoned Crimes” They paſſed 
on directly to the Town, where he had provided a 
ſecond Preſent of eight Virgins finely adorn*d : One 
of them was his Niece ; and he brought her on 
Purpoſe that Hernan Cortes might do him the Ho- 
nour to take her for his Wife, the reſt to be diſtri- 
buted among his Captains, as he ſhould think fit; 
making this Offer as one defirous to ſtrengthen the 
Friendſhip between them by the Bonds of Blood. 
Cortes anſwer'd, © That he very much eſteem'd 
e that Teſtimony of his Good-Will and Sincerity ; 
<« but that it was not lawful for the Spaniards to take 
Wives of a different Religion; for which > 

| 4 
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% ſon, he ſuſpended the receiving them until ſuch 
« Time as they became Chriſtians.” Upon this 
Occaſion he preſſed him again to quit his Idolatry, 
for that he could not be his true Friend, who differ'd 
ſo much from him in the moſt eſſential Point; and 
as he believed him a Man of Reaſon, he undertook, 
with ſome Hopes, to convince and reduce him. But 
the Cazique was ſo far from opening his Eyes, or 
being ſenſible of the Force of Truth, that preſuming 
on the Opinion he had of his own Underſtanding, 
he undertook to argue in Defence of his Gods; 
and Hernan Cortes, ſuffering himſelf. to be carry'd 
away by his Zeal for Religion, grew offended, and 
turned his Back upon him with ſome ſort of 

Paſſion. | 
Ar this Time happen'd one of the moſt ſolemn 
Feſtivals of their Idols; and the Zempoalans aſſem- 
bled (not without ſome Circumſpection on. account 
of the Spaniards) in the principal of their Temples, 
where they celebrated, a Sacrifice of human Blood, 
which horrible Function was performed by the 
Hands of the Prieſts, with the Ceremonies, which 
will be related in their proper Place. Afterwards 
thoſe unhappy Victims were ſold cut out in Pieces, 
which were ſought after, and bought as ſacred Food: 
An abominable Brutality in the Taſte, and a much 
worſe in their Devotion. Some Spaniards happened to 
ſee Part of this Slaughter ; who came and told Cortes 
how much they were ſcandalized; and he was ſo 
highly provok'd at it, that the pious Diſturbance 
of his Mind immediately appeared on his Counte- 
nance. The Motives which obliged him to keep 
Meaſures with thoſe Confederates, gave way to a 
greater Cauſe ; and as Anger has its firſt Fury, even 
when ſupported by Reaſon, he broke out into 
Threats, commanding his Soldiers to take Arms, 
and call the Cazique and the principal Indians which 
M 2 uſed 
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uſed to attend him. As ſoon as they came into his 
Preſence, he went with them to the Temple, cau- 
ſing his Troops to march in Order with him. 
Tu Prieſts, who were jealous of the Event, 
came out to the Gate, and with loud Cries, began 
to call the People to the Defence of their Gods; at 
which Time ſome Troops of armed Indians appear'd; 
which, as it was afterwards known, thoſe very Prieſts 
had provided: For they feared ſome Violence, be- 
lieving their Sacrifice, ſo much abhorred by the 
Spaniards, had been diſcovered. The Number of 
the Indians who had poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
Avenues was conſiderable; but Hernan Cortes (al- 
ways preſent to himſelf on ſuch Occaſions) ordered 
Donna Marina to tell them aloud, That upon 
<« the firſt Arrow they ſhould let fly, he would 
* cauſe the Throats of the Cazique, and all the 
* Zempoalans in his Power, to be immediately cut, 
and afterwards permit his Soldiers to chaſtiſe 
< their Inſolence with Fire and Sword.“ The In- 
dians trembled at the Terror of ſuch a Threat ; and 
the Cazique quaking like the reft, commanded 
them to lay down their Arms and retire z which 
Command they immediately obeyed, ſhewing in the 
Readineſs with which they diſappeared, how much 
they deſired their Fear ſhould paſs for Obedience. 
Hernan CoRTEs remained with the Cazique, 
and thoſe who attended him; and calling for the 
Priefts, declaimed againſt Idolatry with more than 
Military Eloquence. He encouraged them, that 
they might not hearken to him with Fear: He en- 
deavoured to make uſe of ſoft Expreſſions, that 
there might be no Appearance of Violence, where 
Reaſon was to ſpeak: He lamented the Error in 
which they lived ; and complained, that being his 
Friends, they ſhould not give Credit to him in 


that which did moſt concern them : He told _ 
| 5 o 
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how much he deſired their Good; and from loving 
Expreſſions, which move the Heart, he proceeded 


to the Motives that affect the Underſtanding : He 


demonſtrated to them their Errors; he ſet the 
Truth before their Eyes, as it were, in a viſible 
Form: And laſtly, told them, that he came fully 
reſoly*d to deſtroy thoſe Repreſentations of the De- 
vil; and that the Work would be moſt acceptable to 
him, if they themſelves would execute it by their 
own Hands. To which End, he perſuaded and en- 
couraged them to go up the Steps of the Temple, 
and overthrow their Idols: But they were ſo much 
concern*d' at this Propoſal, that they only anſwer'd 
with Sighs and Lamentations ; till proſtrating them- 
ſelves on the Ground, they declared aloud, That 
they would ſooner ſuffer themſelves to be cut in 
Pieces, than lay Hands upon their Gods. Hernan 
Cortes would not inſiſt too much on a Circumſtance 
to which he found them ſo averſe, and therefore 

ordered his Soldiers to put it in Execution: By 

whoſe Diligence the principal Idol, together with 

thoſe on each Side, were flung down from the Top 
of the Steps, and came to the Pavement all broke 
to Pieces, followed by their own Altars, and the 


deteſtable Inſtruments of their Adoration. Great 


was the Commotion and Aſtoniſhment of the In- 
dians; they beheld each other, as expecting the Pu- 
niſhment of Heaven; and the ſame ſoon happened 
as at Cozumel; for ſeeing their Gods thus debaſed, 
without Power to revenge themſelves, they laid 
aſide all Fear, and became ſenſible of their Weak- 
neſs; in the ſame Manner as the World, by the 
Ruin of great Men, ſees the Folly of that Warſhip 
it has paid them.. 

Tux Zempoalans by this Experiment became 
more eaſy to be perſuaded, and more ſubmiſſive to 
the Orders of the Spaniards: For it before the 
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conſider'd them as Men of a ſuperior Nature, they 
now found themſelves obliged to confeſs, that they 
were more powerful than their Gods. Hernan 
Cortes finding how much his Authority was increaſed 


among them, commanded them to cleanſe the Tem- 


ple; which Order was executed with ſo much Fervour 
and Chearfulneſs, that affecting to be undceived, they 
flung into the Fire the Fragments of their Idols. The 
Cazique immediately ordered his Maſons to ſcrape 
the Walls, wiping out the Stains of human Blood, 
which they preſerv'd as an Ornament. After which 
they whiten'd them, laying on a wo es of that 
ſhining Mortar which they uſed in their Building, 
and they erected an Altar, on which was placed an 


Image of our Lady, with ſome ornamental Flowers 


and Lights; and the Day following, the holy Sa. 
crifice of the Mais was celebrated with all poſſible 
Solemnity, in Sight of abundance of Indians, who 
aſſiſted at the Novelty, rather admiring than atten- 
tive; tho? ſome bent their Knees, and endeavoured 


to imitate the Devotion of the Spanjards. 


THERE was no Opportunity then to inſtruct them 
in the fundamental Principles of Religion, for their 
Barbarity required more Time ; and the Intention 
of Hernan, Cortes was to begin their Spiritual Con- 
queſt from the Court of Motezuma. But they re- 
mained inclinꝰd to deſpiſe their Idols, and well diſ- 
pofed to venerate the Image of the holy Virgin, of- 
fering to take her for their Advocate, that the God 
of the Chriſtians might favour them, whoſe Power 
they were already ſenſible of by the Effects, and by 
ſome Glimmerings of natural Light, always ſuffi 
cient to diſtinguiſh that which is beſt, and perceive 
the Force of thoſe Helps with which God aſſiſts all 
reaſonable Creature. 

Axp here we muſt not omit the pious Reſolu- 
tion of an old Soldier, who ſtaid alone among theſe 
FN Feopk, 
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People, as yet but imperfectly reduced, to take 
Care of that Image, crowning his old Age with this 
holy Service: His Name was Juan de Torres, a Na- 
tive of the City of Cordova. An Action truly wor- 
thy of a Soldier, and which at once records both 
his e and NE 12051 
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CHAP. XIII. 


The Arniy returns to Vera Cruz. 
are. diſpatched 20 the King, qoith an Account 
1 what had been done. Another Sedition is 
guelled with the Puniſbment of. ſome Muti- 
neers. And Hernan Cortes executes un Re- 
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(which Place was afterwards called New 
devil); Po when they came to Vera Crux, there 
was juſt arrived at the Place where che Fleet lay at 
Anchor, a ſmall Veſſel, which came from the Iſle 
of Cuba, commanded! by Captain Franciſco de Sau- 


cedo, Native of Medino de Rio Seco; and in Com- 


pany with him Captain Luis Marin, who was after- 
wards in the ſame Station in the Conqueſt of Mexico. 
They brought with them ten Soldiers, one Horſe 
and one Mare; which was reckoned at that Time a 
conſiderable Supply. 

Taz Spaniſh Writers have not acquainted us with 
the Intention of their Voyage ; but it is moſt likely, 
that they left Cuba with a Deſign to ſeek out Cortes 
and follow: his Fortune ; and of this the Readineſs 
with which they joined his Troops, ſeems a ſtrong 
Argument. By this Means it was known, that 

M 4 the 
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the Goyernor Diego Velaſquez, continued to threaten 
Hernan Cortes; for by the Negociation of one of 
his Chaplains, whom he had diſpatched to the Court, 
for this and other Pretenſions, he had obtained the 
Title of the King's Lieutenant of that Iſland, with 
a Power to make new Diſcoveries and Settlements; 
which Grace of the King's had made him inexora- 
ble, believing that this Addition to his Authority 
was a freſh Ground for his Complaints. 
Bur Hernan Cortes, whoſe Thoughts were now 
employed in greater Affairs, received this News as 
a Matter of no Concern, tho it ſomewhat, haſtened 
his Reſolution of giving the King an Account of 
his Proceedings: For which End, he diſpoſed Mat. 
ters fo, that the Town of Vera Cruz ſhould write a 
Letter, laying at his Majeſty's Feet this new Set- 
tlement, and giving a ſhort Relation of the Succeſs 
of his Expedition, the Provinces that were already 
reduced to his Obedience, with the Riches, Fer- 
tility, and great Plenty of this new World.; the 
Progreſs he had made in Fayonr of. Religion; and 
the Diſpoſitions that were making, in order to come 
at a true Knowledge of the Empire of Motezuma. 
He very earneſtly. intreated the Members of the 
Council of Vera Cruz, That not omitting to take 
Notice of the Violences intended againſt him by 
Diego Velaſquez, and the little Reaſon he had; they 
would lay before his Majeſty at large, the great 
Valour and Conſtancy of the Spaniards with him; 
leaving them to ſpeak of his own Perſon, as every 
one ſhould think proper. It was not Modeſty, but 
a Confidence in his own Merit, more than in any 
Words he could uſe, and a Defire that they ſhould 
enlarge in his Praiſe z for no Man is diſpleas'd to 
hear his own Actions extoll'd, eſpecially in this 
martial Profeſſion, in which certain barefaced Vir- 
. | VV 
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tues are much in uſe, whoſe very Name is look*d 


upon as their Reward. - - | | 
Taz Letter was writ in the proper Form; the 


Concluſion whereof was to beſeech his Majeſty that 


he would grant Hernan Cortes a Commiſſion of Cap- 
tain-General, confirming that which he held from 


the Town and Troops, without any Dependance on 


Diego Velaſquez. Cortes wrote to the ſame Purpoſe, 
ſpeaking with more Aſſurance of the Hopes he had 
to bring that Empire to the Obedience of his Ma- 


jeſty, and of. the Diſpoſitions he was making to 


contend with the Power of Motezzuma, by the Help 
of his own revolted Subjects. | 


Tux Diſpatches being finiſhed, they were com- 


mitted to the Care of the Captains Alonſo Hernan- 


deʒ Portocarrero, and | Franciſco de Montejo; and it 
was agreed that they ſhould carry the King all the 


Gold, valuable Jewels, and Curioſities they had ac- 
quired, as well by the Preſents of Motezuma, as by 
Ranſoms, and the Gifts of other Caziques; both 


Officers and Soldiers giving up their Shares, that 


the Preſent might. be the greater. They alſo car- 
ried ſome Indians, (who voluntarily offered them- 
ſelves for the Voyage) as the firſt Fruits of thoſe 
new Subjects they were gaining to his Majeſty; 
and Hernan Cortes ſent a Preſent in particular to his 
Father Martin Cortes: A worthy Thought amidſt 


the many Cares that lay heavy upon him. The beſt 


Ship in the Fleet was immediately fitted, and the 
Charge of the Sailing committed to the Care of the 


chief Pilot Antonio de Alaminos : And when the Day | 


appointed for the Embarkation came, their happy 
Voyage was recommended to the Divine Favour by 
a ſolemn Maſs of the Holy Ghoſt. With this 
happy Auſpice they ſet Sail the 16th of Fuly 1519, 
with poſitive Orders to ſteer their Coaſt directly for 
Spain, endeavouring to paſs the Channel of Ba- 
| Hama, 


1720 The HisToRY of the Book II. 


hama, without touching at the Iſland of Cuba, where 
they ought to apprehend, as an evident Danger, the 
Snares of Diego Velaſquez. - . 
Wulst they were making Preparations for this 
Voyage, ſome Soldiers and Sailors (People of little 
Honour) raiſed new Diſturbances, ' by endeavouring 
to make their Eſcape, and give Notice to Diego 
Velaſquez of the Diſpatches and Riches ſent to the 


| King in the Name of Cortes; and their Intention 
was to go before with this Advice, that he might 


ſeize the Paſſes, and make Prize of the Ship: To 
which End, they had gained the Sailors of another 
Veſſel, and had laid in Proviſions of all Things ne- 
ceſſary for their Voyage. But on the very Night 
deſigned for their Flight, one of the Conſpirators, 
called Bernardino de Coria, repented. He was go- 
ing among the reſt to embark ; but taking a nearer 
View of the Foulneſs of his Crime, he privately ſtep'd 
aſide. from his Companions, and went to inform the 
General. Cortes conſulted preſently how: to remedy 
this Evil; and made his Diſpoſitions with ſo much 


Secreſy and Diligence, that the | Accomplices were 


all ſeized on board the ſame Veſſel, without being 
able to deny their Crime; which he thought to de- 
ſerve an exemplary Puniſhment, finding no longer 
any Security in his Clemency., They were ſoon 
brought to their Trial, and two of the Soldiers, 
who had been the chief Promoters: of the Contri- 
vance, were adjudged to die; two others, this being 
the ſecond Fault, to be whipp'd. The reſt were 
pardoned, as drawn in and deceived; a Pretence 
Cortes made uſe of, that he might not loſe all who 
were guilty; tho* he ordered that the principal 
Mariner of the Ship deſtined for their Flight ſhould 
have one of his Feet cut off : An extraordinary Sen- 
tence, and upon this Occaſion very neceſſary ; that 
the Crime which had deſerved ſo ſevere a Chaſtiſe- 


ment, 
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ment, might not be forgot in Time. In ſuch Caſes 
the Memory ſtands in Need of the Eyes; for it 
with Difficulty retains the Idea of that which is 
grievous to the Imagination. 

BERNAL Diaz DEL CasTILLo, and after him 
Antonio de Herrera, ſay, That the Licentiate Juan 
Diaz was guilty of this Crime; and that out of 
Reſpect to the Prieſthood, he was not proceeded 
againſt as he deſerv'd. That ſame Reſpect might 
have avail'd him againſt their Pens; eſpecially, fince 
it is certain that in a Letter Hernan. Cortes writ to 


the Emperor on the goth of OFeber 1520, (for the 


which we are beholden to Juan Baptiſta Ramuſi, in 
his Voyages,) he makes no Mention of this Prieſt, 
tho' he names all the Accomplices of this Sedition; 
ſo that either the Crime imputed to him is not true, 


or we have the ſame Reaſon not to believe Its as 


Cortes had to conceal it. 
Tat Day on which this Sentence was exevined; 


Cortes went with ſome of his Friends to Zempoala, 


where he was diſturb*d with various Thoughts. 
The Boldneſs of thoſe Soldiers gave him much Un- 
eaſineſs: He looked upon it as a Conſequence of 
the paſt Diſturbances, and a Spark of a Fire not 
quite put out: He was now to march forward with 
his Troops, and very probably he ſhould be oblig'd 
to try his Strength with Motezuma: A very unequal 
Diſpute; and more eſpecially with Men diſunited 
and ſuſpected. He thought of ſtaying ſome Days 
among thoſe Caziques his Friends; of employing 
his Troops in ſome leſſer Enterprizes, and of 
making new Settlements for the ſtrengthning of 
Vera Cruz : But in every Thing he found Inconve- 
niences; and from this Agitation of his Mind re- 
ſulted an Action, which very much ſhewed the 
Greatneſs of his Soul; for he reſolved to deftroy 
his Fleet, and break up all the Veſſels, that he 

might 
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might be ſecure of the Soldiers, and either conquer 
with them, or die; in which Determination he alſo 
found the Advantage of reinforcing his Army with 
above a hundred Men, who were employed as Pi- 
lots and Mariners. He communicated this Reſolu- 
tion to his Confidents, and, by their Means (with 
ſome Gifts, and proper Secrecy) ſo diſpoſed Mat- 
ters, that the very Sailors themſelves declared, with 
one Voice, That the Ships would certainly founder 
by reaſon of the Damage they had ſuſtained in that 


| Road, and by the bad Quality of the Port. Upon 


which Information, the Orders which Cortes gave, 
ſeem'd no more than a neceſſary Care, That they 
ſhould bring aſhore their Sails, Tackling, and Iron, 
with ſuch Planks as might be of Service, and fink 


all the great Veſſels, reſerving only Boats for Fiſh- 


ing: A Reſolution deſervedly applauded, as one of 
the greateſt of this Conqueſt; and we know not 
whether a greater of the Kind can be found in all 
Hiſtory. 

Jusrix relates of Agathocles that having landed 
his Army on the Coaſts of Africk, he burnt his Veſ- 


ſels, to deprive. his Soldiers of all Means of Flight. 


PoL1znvus celebrates the Memory of Timarchus, 
General of the Etolians, for his equal Boldneſs ; and 
Quintus Fabius Maximus has left us, among his Mi- 
litary Stratagems, ſuch another Inſtance, if we can 
give more Credit to the Report of Frontinus, than 
to the Silence of Plutarch. But none of theſe Ac- 
tions are leſſened: by the Example of others. And 
if we conſider Hernan Cortes with fewer Men than 
any of them, in a more diſtant Country, and leſs 
known, without any Hopes of human Succour, 
among barbarous People, ſo ſavage in their Cu- 
ſtoms, with a Tyrant to oppoſe, ſo proud and 
powerful, we ſhall find that the Undertaking of 


Cortes was the greater, and his Reſolution more 
heroick : 
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heroick : Or, granting to thoſe great Captains the 
Glory of having firſt led the Way, let us allow 
Cortes that of having gone beyond them, in the 


ſame Path. | 


IT is not to be endured that Bernal Diaz del Ca- 
fillo, with his uſual, we know not whether, Malice 
or Sincerity, ſhould introduce himſelf as a Coun- 
ſellor, upon ſo great an Occaſion, uſurping from 
Cortes the Glory of having been the firſt Projector. 
« We (ſays he) that were his Friends, adviſed him 
« not to leave a Ship in the Port, but to ſink them 
« all.” But he knew not how to ſupport his Am- 
bition; for a little after he adds; And this De- 
« ſign of ſinking the Ships he had already con- 
« certed, but deſired it ſhould come from us.“ So 
that we are only beholden to him for the Advice 
which came after the Reſolution. And the Remark 
of Antonio de Herrera on the ſame Action, is leſs 
tolerable ; for he affirms, ** That the Fleet was de- 
« ſtroyed at the Inſtance of the Soldiers; and that 
they were perſuaded and ſollicited thereto by the 
« Craft of Cortes, (that is his Expreſſion) that he 
% alone might not be obliged to make good the 
„Payment of the Ships, but the Troops.” It 
doth not appear that Hernan Cortes was at that Time 
either in a Place, or a Condition to fear any civil 
Diſputes with Diego Velaſquez ; nor does this Man- 
ner of Reaſoning any Way agree with the high De- 
figns which he was then forming. If he took this 
Account from the ſame Bernal Diaz, (who thus 
preſumed, as fearing ſome Part of the Payment of 
thoſe Veſſels might come to his Share) he ſhould 
have diſregarded it as the Grumbling of an intereſted 
Perſon: And if it was his own Conjecture, as he 
gives us to underſtand, and that he, as an Hiſto- 
rian, had the Dexterity to penetrate into the Secret 
of the Actions he relates, he lefſens the Credit . 
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Effects to ordinary Cauſes. : 


five hundred Foot, fifteen Horſe, and fix Pieces of 
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this Action by the Meanneſs of the Motive, and i; 
wanting in a juſt Proportion, by attributing great 


* * 


CHAP: AIV. 


Cortes having made a Diſpoſition for the March, 
7s informed that Ships are ſeen upon the 
Coaſts, He departs for Vera Cruz, and 
takes ſeven Soldiers belonging to the Flet 
commanded by Franciſco de Garay. The 
Army begin their March; and having with 
much Difficulty paſſed the Mountains, enter 
the Province of. Zocothlan. 


_ ME of the Soldiers were much grieved at this 
Deſtruction of the Fleet; but were eaſily brought 
to Reaſon by the Remembrance of the paſt Puniſh- 
ment, and the Example of thoſe of better Under- 
ſtanding. Meaſures were immediately concerted 
for purſuing the Expedition; and Hernan Cortes aſ- 
ſembled his Troops in Zempoala, which conſiſted of 


Artillery, leaving an hundred and fifty Men and 
two Horſes in Garriſon at Vera Cruz, and appoint- 
ing Captain Juan de Eſcalante Governor, a Soldier 
of Valour, very diligent, and one in whom he in- 
tirely confided. He ſtrictly charged the neighbour- 
ing Caziques, that during his Abſence they ſhould 
obey and reſpect him as a Perſon in whom he had 
veſted his whole Authority ; that they ſhould take 
Care to ſupply him with Proviſions, and People to 
help to build the Church, and the Fortifications 
of the Town, which he took Care of, not ſo much 

| out 
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out of Fear of any Diſturbance that might happen 
from the Indians of that Neighbourhood, as out of 
Jealouſy of ſome Invaſion or Surprize from Diego 
Veaſquez. Ref eee 1 2 4 

Taz Cazique of Zempoala had provided two 
hundred Tamenes, or Indians of Burden, for the 
Baggage, and ſome armed Troops to augment the 


Army; out of which Hernan Cortes picked about 


four hundred Men, including in this Number forty 
or fifty noble Indians, of the greateſt Account in 
that Country. And tho' he immediately treated 
them as his own Soldiers, his real Intention was to 
carry them as Hoſtages, for the Security of the 
Church he left in Zempoala, and of the Spaniards 
who remained at Vera Cruz, together with a youn 


Page of his, whom he left in Charge with the Ca- 


zique, to learn the Mexican Language, in caſe he 
ſnould loſe his Interpreters. In which he ſhewed 
his great Care, and how far he look*d before him, 


to be provided upon all Events. 


. Wuen all Things were in a Readineſs for the 
March, an Expreſs arrived from Juan de Eſcalante, 
with Advice, that ſome Ships were on the Coaſt of 
Vera Cruz; without caring to come to, tho? they 
had made them Signals of Peace, and endeavoured 
it ſeveral Ways. This was not an Accident to be 
diſregarded, therefore Hernan Cortes went imme- 


diately away with ſome of his Friends for Yera 


Cruz, leaving the Command of the Troops to Pe- 
dro de Alvarado and Gonzalo de Sandoval. At his 
Arrival, one of the Veſſels ſeem'd to be at Anchor 
at a conſiderable Diſtance from the Land ; and ſoon 
after he diſcovered four Spaniards on the Shore, 
who drew near without any Fear, giving to under- 
ſtand they ſought him. - : | 

Ons of them was an Eſcrivano, or Notary, and 


the others came as Witneſſes of a Notification they - 


intended 
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intended to make to Cortes in the Name of their 
Captain. They brought it in Writing, and it con- 


tain' d, That Franciſco de Garay, Governor of 


* the Iſland of Jamaica, had, by Virtue of an Or- 
c der from the King, to make Diſcoveries and 
<* plant Colonies, embark'd on board three Ships 
* two hundred and ſeventy. Spaniards, under the 
* Command of Captain Alonſo de Pineda, and taken 
« Pofleflion of that Land, on the Side of the Ri- 
% ver of Panuco ; and becauſe he intended to eſta- 
<* bliſh a Colony near Naothlan, twelve or fourteen 
Leagues to the Weſtward, intimated to him, and 
required, that he ſhould not make any Settle- 
* ments that Way.” | KY 
Hernan CorTEs anſwer'd the Notary, That 
© he did not underſtand what he meant by his No- 
* tification, or thoſe Forms of Law. But deſired 
that the Captain and he might meet, and all 
Things ſhould be adjuſted after the moſt conve- 
* nient Manner; for they were all Subjects of the 


<« ſame King, and lay under an equal Obligation of 


*ͤaſſiſting each other for his Service.“ He bid 
them go back with this Meſſage: But they not 
going, and the Notary inſiſting, in a diſreſpectful 


Manner, that he ſhould return a direct Anſwer to 


his Notification, he ordered them to be ſeized ; and 
hid himſelf with his Men among ſome little Sand 
Hills, whereof there are many on that Shore; where 
he ſtay*d all that Night, and Part of the next Day, 
the Ship never offering to ſtir, or diſcovering any 
other Deſign they had, than that of ſtaying for their 
Meſſengers; which put him upon trying whether 
he could by any Stratagem draw any of their Men 
on Shore. The firſt Thing he thought on was, to 
order the Priſoners to be ſtripp'd, and four of his 
own Men to go to the Shore in their Cloaths, 


making Signals to the Ship with their Cloaks e 
. other 
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other Things. The Conſequence of this Contri- 
vance was, that twelve or fourteen Men, armed 
with Fire-Arms and Croſs-Bows, came in a Boat: 
But the four Men, who were diſguis'd, retiring, that 
they might not be known, and hiding their Faces, 
while they anſwered their Call, they durſt not land: 
So that only. three were taken, who had leap'd on 
Shore, being more courageous, or leſs conſiderate , 
the reſt return'd on board the Veſſel, which, being 
thus undeceived, weighed Anchor, and followed 
her Courſe. Hernan Cortes at firſt doubted that 
theſe Veſſels might belong to Diego Velaſquez, and 
feared they might have obliged him to put a Stop 
to his March : But the Deſigns of Franciſco de Garay 


gave him very little Uneaſineſs, as an Affair which 


in Time might be much eaſier adjuſted ; ſo that he 
returned to Zempoala eaſed of his Cares, and not 
without ſome: Advantage; for he brought with him 
an Addition of ſeven Soldiers, which, in a Place 
where a _ Spaniard was of ſo much Value, was 
eſteemed a Happineſs, and look'd upon as a good 
Recruit: | | | | WES do 16 
Cox r ES ſoon after reſum*d the Thoughts of 
marching; and upon leaving the Place, drew: up 
the Army in Order, forming a Body of — 
for the Vanguard, and another of Indians for the 
Rear, commanded by Mamegi, Theuche, and Tamelli, 
Caziques of the Mountains: The ſtrongeſt of the 


| Tamenes were commanded to take Charge of the 


Artillery, the reſt were reſerved for the Baggage. 
In this Order, with a Party before to look out, they 
began their March on the ſixteenth Day of Auguſt. 


The Army was well received in their firſt Marches, 


at Jalapa, Socochima, and Texucla, Towns in the 
lame Confederacy. As they went along they: ſcat- 
tered among, thoſe friendly Indians the Seeds of 
Religion, not ſo much to inform them of the Truth, 

Vor. I. N | 28 
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was of Opinion, that a Croſs ſhould be erected in 


* 'Croſs to Barbarians ill inſtructed, who might offer 


ſenſible of the Myſtery which the Croſs repre- 


as to leave them ſuſpicious of their own Errors 
Hernan Cortes ſeeing them ſo docil and well diſpoſed, 


every Town the Army paſſed thro', that at leaſt a 
Veneration for that might be introduced; but Fa. 
ther Bartolome de Olmedo, and the Licentiate Juan 
Diaz, oppoſed this Opinion, perſwading him, 
* that it might be a Raſhneſs to truſt the Holy 


“ ſome Indecency to it, or at leaſt treat it after the 
* fame Manner as they did their Idols, by ſuper. 
<« ſtitiouſly worſhipping the ſame, without being 


& ſented.” His Piety firſt moved him to make 
the Propoſition z but his good Judgment made 

him ſenſible of the Force of the others Reaſon. 
Trey next enter*d upon the rough Part of the 
Mountain, the firſt Difficulty they met with in their 
Road to Mexico, where they ſuffered very much; 
for they were obliged to march for three Days ovet 
uninhabitable Rocks, whoſe Paths were Precipices. 
They carried the Artillery by Strength of Arms, and 
ſome Contrivances ; and the Badnefs of the Weather 
diſtreſs'd them extremely. The Cold was excel: 
five, and the Showers of Rain very hard and fre- 
quent, and the poor Soldiers having no Conveni- 
ency to make Barracks at Night, and no other Shel- 
ter but their Arms, they march'd to keep them- 
ſelves warm, and were obliged to ſeek for Eafe in 
Fatigue. Their Proviſions alſo failed them, the 
laſt Calamity upon thefe Occaſions ; and their Re- 
ſolution began now to contend with their Strength, 
when they gained the Top of the Mountain : There 
they found a Temple and a great Quantity of Wood; 
but they made no Stay, becauſe on the other Side 
they diſcovered ſome neighbouring Villages, to 
which they marched haſtily to refreſh REY 
. MM 
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and there found Accommodation ſufficient to make 
them forget all that they had ſuffered. 

Ar this Place began the Country of Zocotblan, in 
thoſe Days a large and populous Province, whoſe 
Cazique reſided in a City of the ſame Name, ſituate 
in the Valley at the Foot of the Mountain. Hernan 
Cortes gave him Notice of his Arrival and Deſigns, 
ſending two Zempoalan Indians with the Meſſage, 
who quickly return*d with a favourable Anſwer ; and 
in a ſhort Time after he diſcover'd the City, a large 
Place, which in a ſtately Manner filled great Part of 
the Plain. The Towers and other Buildings at a 
Diſtance appeared white, and becauſe a Portugueze 
Soldier compared it to Caſtilblanco in Portugal, for 
ſome Time it preſerv*d that Name. The Cazique 
came forth to receive Cortes with great Attendance 
but with a kind of forced Civility, which ſnewed 
more of Artifice than Good-Will. The Entertain- 


ment he gave the Troops was not very pleaſant; 


their Lodging incommodious, and the Proviſions 
ſcanty, and in every Thing it appeared, how little 
he was pleaſed with his Gueſts : But Hernan Cortes 
ſtifled his Reſentment, and repreſs'd the Anger of 
his Soldiers, that he might not give the Indians 
any Miſtruft of the Peace which he had propoſed, 
when he intended only to march thro? their Coun- 
try; preſerving the Reputation of his Arms, with- 
out ſtopping to improve it by inconſiderable En- 
terprizes. 
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The Cami ue af Zocotlilin 2 Cert: 4 12 
% Time; Sd highly extols the Greatneſs of Mo. 

tezuma. Cortes reſolvts to march by the Hay 
"of Tlaſcala, of which Province, and the. Na 


ture of its Government, . ſome. Information i is 
5 8% at ac 00 15115 


HE next Day the 3 REY his Viſt 
and came with a greater Train of Relations and 
Servants : His Name was Olinteth; he was a Man 
of Capacity; and Lord of many Towns, and re- 
ſpected as the moſt conſiderable Perſon among al 
17 Neighbours. Cortes adorn'd himſelf to teccive 
im with all the uſual outward; Shew. And this 
Meeting was very remarkable; for after having re- 
ceived him with great Civility,.. and paid him the 
uſual Compliments with a becoming Gravity, Corte 
(believing he. ſhould. find the ſame: Complaint from 
him which he had heard from others) aſked, Whe- 
ther he was a Subject of the King of Mexico 2 To 
which the Cazique readily anſwer d, Is there any 
* Man upon the Earth who is not a Vaſſal and 
&« Slave to Motezuma? Cortes might very eaſily 
have been diſcompos' d at the Cazique s blunt Man- 
ner of anſwering him with another Queſtion; but 
he was ſo much Maſter of himſelf, that with ſome 
Scorn, he told him, He knew very little of the 
„ World; for that he himſelf and thoſe who ac- 
$6 companied him, were Subjects of another King, 
« ſo powerful, that he had many Subjects greater 
& Princes than MoteZuma.” The Cazique was not 
mov'd at theſe Words, but, on the contrary, with- 
out entring into any Diſpute or Compariſon, went 
on, 
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on, recounting the Grandeur of his King, as one 
who would not ſtay! to be aſked; ſaying, with great 
Gravity, That Matezuma was the greateſt Prince 
« then known in the World; that the Provinces of 
« his Dominion were not to be reckon'd; that he 


« kept his Court in a City impregnable, founded 


cc in the Water in great Lakes; that the Entrance 
« to it was by Dikes, or Cauſeways, with Draw- 
« bridges over ſeveral Openings, by which there 
« was:a Communication of the Waters. He en- 
« larged much on the Immenſity of his Riches, 
and the Strength of his Armies; and above all 
on the Unhappineſs of thoſe who did not obey 
him; for with them he made up the Number 
of his Sacrifices,, and that every Year above 
twenty thouſand Men (Enemies, or Rebels) died 
“upon the Altars of his Gods.” What he faid 
was true, but he ſpoke it like one exaggerating, 
and it was eaſily perceived that he was influenced 
by Motezuma, and recounted his Greatneſs rather 
to cauſe Fear than Admiratioͤn. 

Hzrnan Cogr Es perceiv'd the Deſign of his 
Diſcourſe, and thinking it neceſſary to put on a 
certain Vivacity, in order to diſappoint thoſe boaſt- 


ing Expreſſions, anſwer d, That he was already 


“ ſufficiently inform'd of the Empire and Great- 
* neſs of Motezuma ; and that were he a leſs Prince, 


he ſhould not have come from ſuch diſtant Coun- 


* tries to make him an Offer of Friendſhip from 
* another Prince much greater than he : That his 
* Embaſſy was peaceable, and that the Men who 
attended him in Arms, ſerv'd more for a Shew 
* of Authority than Force ; but that both he, and 
* all the Caziques of the Empire muſt know that 
* he defired Peace without being afraid of War 
* for that the moſt inconſiderable of his Soldiers 


was able to cope with an Army of his King; that 


N 3 | <« he 
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* he would never draw the Sword without juſt Pro- 
* vocation; but once drawn, I will (faid he) put 
0 every Thing before me to Fire and Sword, and 
“ Nature will aſſiſt me with her Prodigies, and 
“ Heaven with its Lightnings ; for it is the Cauſe 
* of Heaven I come to defend, by baniſhing your 
& Vices, and the Errors of your Religion, and 
<& theſe very Sacrifices of human Blood, which you 
5 recount as a Part of the Grandeur of your King,” 
And (breaking up the Viſit) he turn'd to his Sol- 
diers, and ſaid, This, my Friends, is what we 
« ſeek, great Difficulties, and great Riches: By 
< the one we gain Fame, and by the other Eſtates.” 
With this ſhort Speech he abated the Pride of the 
Indians, and added freſh Courage to the Spaniards, 
telling his Thoughts to all without Artifice; for 
from the very Beginning of this Undertaking, God 
had ſo ſtrengthen'd his Heart, that altho' he ſuffi- 
ciently conſider'd, and knew the Dangers, he en- 
ter*'d upon them, as if he had been ſure of Succeſs, 
Tre Spaniards ſtay'd five Days in Zocotblan; 
and Cortes quickly found in the Cazique another 
ſort of Reſpe&t; for the Accommodation of the 
Troops was better'd; and he was more punctual 
in the Entertainment of his Gueſts. Cortes's An- 
{wer gave him much Uneaſineſs, and he diſcovered 
an anxious Penſiveneſs, occaſion'd by his own Ob- 
{ervations, as he himſelf afterwards confeſs'd to Fa- 
ther Bartolome de Olmedo. He concluded in the firſt 
Place, that they could not be Men who were ſo 
bold as to oppoſe Motezuma: And again, that 
they muſt be ſomething more, who talked with fo 
much Contempt of his Gods. With this Conceit 
he obſerv'd the Difference of their Countenances, 
the Novelty of their Arms, and the Strangeneſs of 
their Habit, together with the Obedience of their 
Horſes: And it ſeem'd to him, that the Spaniards 
were 
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were endued with ſuperior Reaſon, when they ar- 


gued againſt the Inhumanity of their Sacrifices, the 


Injuſtice of their Laws, and the Permiſſions of Sen- 
ſuality (fo unbounded amongſt thoſe Barbarians, that 
the greateſt Outrages committed againſt Nature 
were accounted lawful). And from all theſe Prin- 
ciples, his high Efteem of them drew Conſequences, 
to make him believe, that ſome Divinity dwelt in 
them. For there is no Underftanding ſo deprav'd, 
as not to be ſenſible of the Deformity of Vice, not- 
withſtanding it be embrac'd by the Inclination, and 
diſguis d by Cuſtom. But the Fear of Motezuma 
ſo entirely poſſeſs*'d him, that he could not prevail 
with himſelf to acknowledge the Influence thoſe 
Conſiderations had on his Mind. He reſted fatisfy*d 
with giving what was neceſſary for the Support of 
the Troops: And not daring to ſhew his Riches, 
was ſparing of his Preſents, the greateſt of his Li- 
berality being four Female Slaves, which he gave 
Cortes to make his Bread, and twenty noble Indians 
which he offered as Guides for the Army. f 
TnERE aroſe a Queſtion about the Road which 
they ſhould chuſe for their March ; and the Cazique 
propoſed that of the Province of Cholula, as being 
a fertile Country, and well peopled, whoſe Inhabi- 


tants being more inclin'd to Merchandize than War, 
| would give a ſecure and commodious Paſſage to his 


Troops: And he adviſed them with great Earneſt- 
neſs not to march by the Road of Tlaſcala, as being 
a Country always in War, and the Inhabitants of ſo 
bloody a Diſpoſition, that they placed their Happi- 


neſs in making and keeping Men their Enemies. 


But the principal Indians who commanded the Zem- 
poalans, told Cortes privately, that he muſt not con- 
fide in that Advice, for that Cholula was a very 
populous City, and the People not to be depended 
on. That in Cholula, and the Towns of that Di- 

| N 4 ſtrict, 
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ſtrict, Motezuma commonly quarter'd his Troops: 
And that it was very poſſible the Cazique might 


lead them into the Danger with an evil Deſign: 


For the Province of Tlgſcala (tho' it were large, 
and the People warlike) were Confederates: and 
Friends to the Totonaques and Zempoalans, which 
were in his Army, and made continual Wars with 
Motezuma: For which two Conſiderations, it would 
te more ſecure to march thro* their Country : And 
being in Company with their Allies, the Spainards 
would not be looked upon as Strangers. Cortes lik d 
what they ſaid, and finding it more reaſonable to 
truſt to his Indian Friends than to a Cazique ſo much 
affe ted to the Intereſt of Motezuma, he commanded 
the Troops to march to the Province of Tlaſcala, 
whoſe Bounds they in a little Time diſcovered; for 
they border'd upon thoſe of Zocothlan; and during 
the firſt Marches nothing conſiderable offered: But 
afterwards they heard ſome Rumours of War, and 
were inform'd, that the Country was in Arms, and 
their Deſign kept ſecret; for which Reaſon Cortes 
reſolv'd to halt in a Town but indifferently peopled, 

call'd Aacazingo, until he might be better inform'd. 

TLAScALA was at that Time a Province abound- 

ing with Inhabitants, and above fifty Leagues in 
Circumference : The Land was mountainous and 
uneven, full of Hills, which ſeem'd to be Children 
of the Mountain, which is now call'd the Great Cor- 
dillera. Their Towns, whoſe Structure was rather 
durable than handſome, were built upon Eminences, 
partly to. make uſe of the Advantages of the Ground 
in their Defence, and partly to leave the Plains to 
cultivate. | At firſt they had Kings, which Govern- 


ment laſted ſome Years; until Civil Wars ariſing, 


they no longer cared to obey, and threw off the 


' Yoke. But as the People cannot ſubſiſt of them- 


ſelycs, (being always Enemics to Subjection, till 
they 
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they are ſenſible of the fatal Conſequences of Li- 
berty) they form'd themſelves into a Commonwealth, 
making many Princes, to get rid of one. They 
divided their Towns into different Diſtricts, and each 
named one of their Chiefs to reſide in the Court of 
Tlaſcala, where they form'd a Senate, whoſe Reſo- 
Jutions all obey d. A notable kind of Ariſtocracy, 
which being found amongſt the Barbarity of thoſe 
People, diminiſhes pretty much the Credit of our 
Politicks. Under this Form of Government they 
maintain'd themſelves long againſt the Kings of 
Mexico, and at this Time were in their greateſt 
Strength; for the Oppreſſions of Motezuma had 
augmented the Number of their Confederates ; and 


they had now brought over to their Party the Oto- 


mies, a Nation barbarous even among Barbarians, 
but always deſirous of War, in which they knew 
not how to diſtinguiſh Valour from Cruelty. 
Cox r Es having receiv'd this Account, and not 
thinking it reaſonable to deſpiſe it, reſolved to ſend 
Meſſengers to the Republick, to facilitate the Paſ- 
ſage of his Troops; and. this Commiſſion he in- 
truſted to four of the chiefeſt Zempoalans, inſtruct- 
ing them by Means of Donna Marina and Aguilar, 
in the Speech they were to make to the Se- 
nate, till they had in a Manner got it by Heart: 
And he choſe them out of thoſe who propoſed in 
Zocothlan the Road of 7 laſcala, that they might 
have their own Advice in View, and be the more 
intereſted in the good Succeſs of the Negociation. 
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Cortes's four Envoys ſet out for Tlaſcala. An 

Account of their Habit, and the Manner hog 

Embaſjies were delivered in that Country; and 

of the Debates of that Republick about the 

Point of receiving the Spaniards in a peacea- 
ble Manner. | . 


\HE four Zempoalans immediately adorn'd them. 
ſelves after the Manner of Ambaſſadors: For 
which Employment, they put upon their Shoulder 
a Mantle, or Tippet of Cotton, wreath'd, and knot- 
ted at the Ends: In the Right Hand they bore a 
large Arrow, with the Feathers up, and on the Left 
Arm a Target made of a Shell. The Intent of the 
Embaſly was known by the Feathers of the Arrow; 
for the Red denoted War, and the White denoted 
Peace; after the ſame Manner as the Romans diſtin- 
guiſh'd by different Symbols the Feciales and Cadu- 
ceatores. By theſe Signs they were known and re- 
ſpected in their Marches : But they could not go 
out of the high Roads of the Province where they 
were travelling; for if they were found without 
them, they loſt thoſe Privileges and Immunities 
which were held ſacred by thoſe People, obſerving 
religiouſly this kind of publick Faith, which Neceſ- 
ſity invented, and placed among their Laws, as the 
Right of Nations. | 
Wirz theſe Marks of their Employment, the 
four Envoys of Cortes entred into Tlaſcala ; and be- 
ing known as ſuch, they were lodged in the Cal- 
piſca (for fo they called the Houſe ſet apart for the 


Reception of Ambaſſadors); and the Day follow- 


ing the Senare met to give them Audience in a 
great Hall, where they held their Councils. The 
Senators were ſeated according to their Seniority, 

| upon 
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upon low Chairs of an extraordinary Wood made of 
vne Piece, which they called Yopales. As ſoon as 
the Ambaſſadors appear'd, they raiſed themſelves a 
little from their Seats, and welcomed them with 
moderate Courteſy. They came in with their Ar- 
rows raiſed on high, and their Tippets upon their 
Heads; which, among their Ceremonies, was ac- 
counted the moſt ſubmiſſive. Having paid their 
Reſpects to the Senate, they walked leiſurely up to 
the Middle of the Hall, where they kneel'd down, 
and without lifting up their Eyes, waited for Leave 
to be given them to ſpeak. The eldeſt Senator or- 
dered them to declare their Buſineſs, and they ſeat- 
ing themſelves on their Legs, one of them who was 
itch' d upon as the propereſt Perſon to make the 
peech, delivered himſelf after this Manner: 
« NoBLE Republick, Valiant and Potent Tlaſcal- 

ce lans; The Lord of Zempoala, and the Mountain 
« Caziques, your Friends and Confederates, fend 
“you Health; and wiſhing you abundant Crops, 
„and the Death of your Enemies, they give you 
« to underſtand, that certain invincible Men are 
« arrived among them from the Eaſt, who ſcem to 
de Deities; for they fail upon great Palaces, and 
“make Uſe of Thunder and Lightning, the pecu- 
„ liar Arms of Heaven: They are Servants of an- 
other God, ſuperior to ours, who is offended 
* with Tyrannies, and Sacrifices of human Blood. 
Their Captain is Ambaſſador from a very power- 
ful Prince, who by the Impulſe of his Religion, 
e deſires to reform the Abuſes of our Country, 
and redreſs the Violences of Motezuma ; and ha- 
ving already reſcued our Provinces from the Op- 
« preſſion under which they lived, finds himſelf 
* obliged to paſs thro' your Republick, in his 
* Way to Mexico; and deſires to know wherein 
that Tyrant has offended you, that he as. 
| © take 
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©, take your Cauſe in hand, and add it to the 
< reſt, which juſtify his Undertaking. With this 
Notice then of their Deſigns, and with Expe- 
* rience of their Benignity, we come before you, 
* to requeſt and admoniſn you, on the Part of 
* Our Caziques, and all their Confederates, that 
*« you would admit theſe Strangers, as the Bene- 

factors and Friends of your Allies. And on the 
“ Part of their Captain, we aſſure. you, that he 
comes in a peaceable Manner, and only demands 
*a free Paſſage thro* your Country, after you 
„ ſhall be perſuaded that he deſires your Good, and 
<« that his Arms are the Inſtruments o Juſtice and 
“ Reaſon, which defend the Cauſe of Heaven, in 
* their own Nature good and mild, and only hurt- 
ful to the Wicked, and where they are provoked.” 
 Havinc thus concluded, the four raiſed them- 
ſelves upon their Knees, and making a profound 


Reverence to the Senate, they ſeated themſelves as 


before, expecting their Anſwer. | 

Tux Senators conferred a little among themſelves; ; 
and then one, in the Name of all the reſt, told 
them, That they admitted the Propoſition of the 
„ Zempoalans and Totonaques their Confederates with 
© all imaginable Gratitude ; but that the Anſwer 
<« they were to give to the Captain of the Strangers, 
required further Deliberation.** Having receiv'd 
this Anſwer, the Ambaſſadors retired to their Lodg- 
ing; and the Senate ſhut themſelves in, to diſcuſs 
the Difficulties and Conveniencies of the Demand 
made by Cortes. They firſt weighed the Impor- 
tance of the Affair, thinking it worthy of mature 
Deliberation ; but they were ſoon divided in Opi- 
nion, and this Diviſion occaſion' d very warm and 
obſtinate Diſputes. Some were for granting the 
Strangers the Liberty of paſſing on, as they de- 


fired'z others were for making War upon them, 
and 
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and endeavouring:to deſtroy them at once; othets 
were for denying them Paſſage, but permitting them 
to continue their March, provided it were without 
their Confines: Which Difference of Opinion bca- 
ſioned much Noiſe, without coming to any Reſolu- 
tion, till Magi/catzin, one of the eldeſt of the Se- 
nators, and of greateſt Authority in the Republick, 
took the Matter in hand; who cauſing Silence to be 
made; is ſaid to have ſpoke after this Manner: 


4, You welt;know; Noble and Valiant Tlaſcallans, 


that in the firſt Ages of Antiquity;/it was reveal'd 
«to, our Prieſts, and is to this Day believed 
« amongſt us às a Point of Religion, that an in- 
vincible Race of Men arè to come from the Ori- 
« ental, Regions to this World, which we inhabit, 
« with ſych Dominion over the Elements, that they 
% ſhall: found moveable Cities upon the Seas, 
making Uſe of Fire and Air to ſubdue the Earth: 
* And tho? among the Judicious, it is not believed 
* that they ſhall be Gods, (as the Vulgar appre- 
e hends it) yet the fame Tradition informs us, that 
they ſhall be a celeſtial Race of Men, ſo valiant, 
that one ſhall be able to vanquiſh a thouſand ; 
and ſo good, that they ſhall. only endeavour to 
make us live according to Reaſon and Juſtice. I 
cannot deny, but that the great Conformity there 
is between theſe Strangers, and thoſe Signs, has 
given me a very great Concern. © Theſe come 
* from the Eaſt; their Arms are Fire, and Houſes' 
on the Waters are their Veſſels. As to their Va- 
* Jour, you have already heard by Fame of their 


1 


Actions in Tabaſco; and their Goodneſs you now 


* ſee acknowledged by your own very Confede- 


rates; and if we turn our Eyes to thoſe Comets 
* and Signals from Heaven, which fo often terrify 
* us, methinks they ſpeak to us, and come as Meſ- 
* ſengers of this great Novelty. Who then will - 
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* treat as Enemies thoſe who come armed with itz 
<< niſh thoſe that rebel againſt them; and with their 


Thunder are to all, and it only deſtroys where it 


* have they done us, that we ſhould conſult about 
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« ſo bold and raſh (if theſe be the People of our 
« Prophecies) to try his Strength with Heaven, and 


<< Decrees? I, at leaſt, for my own Part, ſhall feat 
< the Indignation of the Gods, who rigorouſly pu- 


« own very Lightning, it ſeems as if they were 
t pointing out to us to obey; for the Threats of 


4 meets Reſiſtance. But I will ſuppoſe that theſe 
« Signals are to be diſregarded as caſual, and that 
* the Strangers are Men, like us: What Harm 


Revenge? Upon what Injury done to us ſhall 
e we found this Violence? Shall Tlaſcala, which 
maintains its Liberty by its Victories, and its 
« Victories by the Juſtice of its Arms, enter volun- 
<« tarily into a War, which caſts a Blemiſh upon its 
« Government and Valour ? Theſe People come in 
« a peaceable Manner: Their Requeſt is to paſi 
through our Republick, which they do not en- 
% deavour without our Permiſſion : Where then is 
<« their Crime? Where our Provocation? They ar- 
% rive ater Gates, confiding in the Protection of 
* our Friends; and ſhall we loſe our Friends by 
% falling upon thoſe who defire our Friendſhip? 
« What will the reſt of our Confederates judge of 
this Action? And what will Fame report of us, 
« if five hundred Men oblige us to take Arms! 
„Shall we gain as much by overcoming them, 
« as we ſhall loſe by having feared them? My 
« Opinion is, that we admit them with Courteſy, 
« and grant them the Paſſage they deſire ; if 
* they are Men, becauſe their Requeſt is reaſon- 
able; and if they are any Thing more, becauſe 
the Will of the Gods is a ſufficient Motive.“ 


Tas 
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Taz Opinion of Magiſcatzin met with great Ap- 
plauſe, and all were inclined to follow him with 
Acclamations; when one of the Senators, called 
Xicotental, deſired Leave to ſpeak: A young Man 
of great Spirit, who, on Account of Capacity and 
noble Actions, poſſeſſed the Poſt of General of their 
Army. Leave being obtained, and Silence being 
made, Grey Hairs, ſaid he, are not always infal- 
« ljble in their Deciſions, as being more inclined 
“ to cautious Reflections, than to hardy Enter- 
« prizes; and more proper to perſuade to Patience 
than to valiant Actions. I pay all Reſpect, as 
« you do, to the Authority and Opinion of Magi/- 
* catzin: But you will not think it ſtrange, con- 
« Gdering my Age and Profeſſion, if I have diffe- 
« rent Notions, of a leſs refined Policy, but per- 
« haps more juſt. When we are talking of making 
« War, we are often deceived by that which we 
e call Prudence; for whatſoever looks like Fear is 


e not Virtue, but a Paſſion. It is true, there is an 


% ExpeRation among us of theſe Oriental Refor- 
mers, which is kept up by a Prophecy, that is 


„ flow in its Completion. It is not my Intention to 


« make little of a Report, that has been made 
„ venerable by the Conſent of Ages; but tell me, 
I deſire you, what Security have we, that theſe 
are our promiſed Strangers? Is it the ſame Thing 
* to come by the Way of the Eaſt, as to come 
from the Celeſtial Regions, which we conſider as 
* the Birth-Place of the Sun ? The Fire-Arms, and 
great Embarkations, which you call Sea Palaces, 
may. they not be the Effect of human Induſtry, 
which are admired for their Novelty? And per- 
* haps they may be the Illuſions of ſome Inchant- 
ment, like the deceiving of the Sight, which we 
call Cunning in our Diviners. What they did in 
* Tabaſco, was it any Thing more than breaking 
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« an Army ſuperior to them in Number? Shall 
„this be thought in Tlaſcala ſupernatural, where 
&* every Day greater Deeds are done, with the 
te ordinary Force? And this great Benignity they 
6c have uſed) towards the Zempoalans may ĩt not be 
e an Artifice, the more eaſily to gain the People? 
« At leaſt I ſhall take it for a ſuſpicious Sweetneſs, 
that pleaſes the Palate to cover the Poiſon ; for 
< it is not, of a Piece with the reſt, that we know 


of their Covetouſneſs, Pride, and Ambition. 
2 Theſe Men (if they are not ſome Monſters, 


ee flung up by the Sea upon our Coaſts) rob our 
“ People; live at Diſcretion by the Law of their 
<« own Will, thirſting after Gold and Silver, and 
„given up to the Delights of the Land. They 
*. contemn our Laws, and endeavour dangerous 
0 Novelties, both in Juſtice and Religion: They 
175 4 deſtroy our Temples, pull in Pieces our Altars, 

* and blaſpheme our Gods; and is this the Race 


« you call celeſtial? And can any one make it a. 


% Doubt, whether we ſhould reſiſt? And do we 


“ liſten without Scandal to the Name of Peace? If 


the Zempoalans and Totonaques have admitted 
<« them into their Friendſhip, it was without con- 
“ ſulting our Republick : They advance under no 
ce better. Protection than the Want of Thought, 
e which deſerves to be puniſhed in thoſe that ſup- 
* port them. Theſe Impreſſions of the Air, and 
e frightful Signals, ſo magnified by Magiſcatzin, 
* do rather perſuade us to treat them like Ene- 
“ mies, as being conſtant Forerunners of Calamities 


© and Miſeries: Heaven with its Prodigies does 


© not give us Notice of what we wiſh, but what 
% we are to fear; for thoſe Felicities never come 
te accompanied by Terrors; nor does Heaven light 
“Comets to lull us aſleep, and to make us negli- 


gent and careleſs. My Opinion therefore is, that 
* 
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« we aſſemble our Forces, and make an End of 
« them at once; for they come into our Power, 
« mark*d out by Signals in the Heavens, purpoſely 
« that we may look on them as Oppreſſors of our 
Country, and of our Gods; and that eſtabliſhing 
« the Reputation of our Arms upon their Puniſh- 
« ment, the World may perceive, that it is not the 
« fame Thing to, be immortal in Tabaſco, and in- 
« yincible in Tlaſcala. FS. 

Taxes Reaſons made greater Impreſſion on the 
Senate than thoſe of Magiſcatzin, as more agreea- 
ble to the Inclination of the People, bred up in 
Arms, and breathing nothing but War; but upon 
diſcuſſing the Matter again, they reſolved, (as a 
Medium between both Opinions) that Xicotencal 
ſhould afſemble his Troops, and try his Strength 
ith the Spaniards; ſuppoſing, if he overcame them 
hey preſerved the Reputation of their Nation, and. 
If he ſhould be beaten, room might be left for the 
Republick to treat of Peace, by laying the Blame 
of the Engagement upon the Otomies, and declaring; 
t was a Diſorder occaſioned by their unſeaſonable 
ierceneſs. For which End they ſo diſpoſed Mat- 
ers, that the Zempoalan Ambaſſadors were detained in 
fort of diſguiſed Impriſonment, having in View the 
reſerving of their Confederates 3 for they very well 
new the Danger of this War, tho* they undertook 
t with little Apprehenſion, being ſo brave, that 
hey depended on their own Valour for Succeſs, but 
t the ſame Time ſo cautious, that they kept in 
ew the Accidents of a contrary Fortune. 
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The Spaniards reſolue 70 Kun e T laſcak, 


the Advantage of joining their Troops, and of er- 


from the one Mountain to the other, entirely ſtop- 


of Building, which ſhewed the Power and Great 
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looking on the Detention of their Meſſenger; 
4s a bad Sign, They engage with a Body 
five thou ſund Indians that lay in Ambuſh: for 
them, and afterwards with the whole Pouer 


F the Republich, 


"IGHT Days the Spaniards ſtay'd at Xacazing, 
expecting the Return of their Meſſengers, whoſe 
Delay was looked on as ſomething extraordinary; 
and Hernan Cortes, with the Approbation of his Cap 
tains, and the Chiefs of the Zempoalans, (for be 
uſed to ſhew them ſo much Favour and Confidence 
as to hear their Opinions) reſolved to continue hs 
March, and draw nearer to Tlaſcala, in order to di- 
cover the Intentions. of thoſe Indiaus; conſidering, 
that if they were reſolved on a War, (as appeared 
By the firſt Tokens, now confirmed by che Deter- 
tion of their Ambaſſadors) it would be better to 
ſhorten. the Time of their Preparations, and ſeek 
them .in their own City, before they. ſhould hare 


gaging, drawn up in Order in the Field. The 
Army immediatcly marched in good: Order, witt- 
out omitting any of the Precautions which ate wont 
to be obſerved by thoſe who ſet their Foot into an 
Enemy's Country; and taking a Road between tuo 
Mountains, whoſe Skirts formed a very delightful 
Valley, a little more than the Diſtance of two 
Leagues, they came to a great Wall, which ra 


ping up the Way: A ſumpruous and ſtrong Piece 
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neſs of the Owner. The Outſide was of hewn 
Stone, cemented with Mortar of extraordinary 
Strength. It was twenty Feet thick, and a Fathom 
and a half high; and on the Top was a Parapet, 
after the Manner of our Fortifications. The En- 
trance was narrow and winding, the Wall in that 
Part dividing, and making two Walls, which circu- 
larly croſſed each other, for the Space of ten Paces. 
They were informed by the Indians of Zocotblan, 
that che ſaid Fortification was the Boundary of the 
Province of Tlaſcala, built by the antient Inhabi- 
tants to defend them againſt the Invaſions of their 
Enemies; and it was very happy that the Tlaſcalam 
had not poſſeſſed themſelves of it againſt the Spa- 
niardt; whether they wanted Time to march out 
and fecei ve them at that Fortification, or that they 
reſolved to expect them in the open Field, in order 
to attack them with their whole Force, and ſo de- 
ptive the Inferior in Number of the Advantage of 

engaging in a narrow Paſs. F138. OTH. Et 
Tur Spaniards paſſed to the other. Side without 
any Diſorder or Difficulty; and having again 
formed themſelves, continued their March ſlowly, 
till coming out into a more open Country, the 
Scouts diſcovered at a conſiderable Diſtance; twenty 
or thirty Indians, whoſe Plumes (an Ornament only 
uſed by Soldiers) denoted that there were Troops in 
the Field. They came with this Account to Cortes; 
who ordered them to return with Speed, and endea- 
vour to call them with Signs of Peace, without 
giving themſelves much Trouble in following them; 
for the Place where they were was une ven, and 
there ſeemed to be ſeveral Hollows and high Banks 
capable of hiding an Ambuſcade. He immediately 
followed them with eight Horſe, ordering his Cap- 
tains to advance leiſurely with the Infantry; for it 
is never right to march Soldiers out of Breath, and 
2 enter 
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enter into an Engagement with Troops that are fa- 
tigued. We | 
Tux Indians ſtayed in the ſame Place till the fix 
Horſe that had been detach'd before drew near; 
and without minding their Calling, and Behaviour 
with which they endeavoured to perſuade them to 
Peace, they turned their Backs, running till they 
incorporated with a Party a little before them, where 
they. faced about, and put themſelves upon their 
Defence. At the ſame Time the fourteen - Horſe 
Joined, and charged that Troop, rather to diſcover 
the Country, than for any Account they made of 
their ſmall Number. The indians ſtood: the Charge, 
loſing but little Ground, making uſe of their. Arms 
ſo valiantly, that without minding what Damage 
they received, they wounded two Soldiers and five 
Horſes. Upon that the Ambuſcade which they 
had prepared, march'd out to the Aſſiſtance of their 
Friends, and appeared to be a Body of about five 
thouſand Men at the Time when our Infantry came 
up, and the Troops formed themſelves in a Batta- 
lion, to ſuſtain the Fury with which the Enemy ad- 
vanced to charge. But at the firſt Volley of the 
Fire-Arms, which made a great Slaughter of their 
Men, they turned their Backs, and retired very 
haſtily ; which firſt Confuſion the Spaniards took 
Advantage of to cloſe with them ; and did it with 
ſuch good Order, and ſo much Reſolution, that in 
a ſmall Time they quitted the Field, leaving ſixty 
Mien dead upon the Spot, and ſome Priſoners. Her- 
nan Cortes did not care to follow the Chace, be- 
cauſe the Day was declining, and he was deſirous 
rather to terrify than deſtroy them. The Spaniards 
immediately poſſeſſed themſelves of ſome little 
Houſes which were in Sight, where they found 
Proviſions, and paſſed the Night chearfully, but 
| not 
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not careleſly, ſome taking their Reſt, whilſt others 
watch dc. | {3 | 

Tux next Day they continued their March in the 
ſame Order, and diſcovered the Enemy a ſecond 
Time in a larger Body than before, coming with 
much more Haſte than good Order. They march'd 
up their Troops with great Noiſe and Arrogance : 
But diſcharging at too great a Diſtance, their Ar- 
rows did no Execution; and at the ſame Time they 
began to retreat, continuing to diſcharge at a great 
Diſtance, and particularly the Slingers, who being 
the fartheſt off, ſeemed the moſt reſolute. Hernan 
Cortes ſoon perceived, that their Retreat had more 
of Stratagem than Fear; and gueſſing that a rougher 
Engagement would enſue, he followed the Enemy 
with his Forces in cloſe Order, till having gained 
an Eminence which interpoſed in the Road, he diſ- 
covered in the Plain, on the other Side, an Army 
which, as it was faid, conſiſted of above forty thou- 
ſand Men. It was compoſed of various Nations, 
diſtinguiſhed by the Colours of their Enſigns and 
Plumes. In it were the Nobles of Tlaſcala, and all 
their Confederates. Aicotencal commanded in chief, 
who, as has been ſaid, was General of the Army of 
the Republick; and under him the Auxiliary Troops 
were commanded by their own Caziques, or moſt 
conſiderable Soldiers. 

Tas Spaniards might very well have been diſ- 
heartened at the Sight of ſuch an unequal Force; 
but upon this Occaſion, the Experience they had 
gained in Tabaſco ſtood them in great Stead, and 
Hernan Cortes ſtopp'd but a very little while to per- 
ſuade them to the Battle; for he ſaw by their 
Countenances, and other Demonſtrations, the De- 
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march down the Hill with a chearful Security: And 
becauſe it was broken uneven Land, in which they 
O 3 could 
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could not manage their Horſes, neither had the 
Fire-Arms their Effect, diſcharged from the upper 
Ground, they took much Pains to beat off the 
Enemy, who endeavoured to diſpute the Paſs : But 
as ſoon as the Horſe got into better Ground, and 
part of the Foot had march'd into the Plain, they 
diſpoſed themſelves ſo as to make Way for the Ar. 
tillery to come down, and the Rear-Guard to form 
themſelves. The main Body of the Enemy was at 
little more Diſtance than Muſket-Shot, engaging 
only by Shouts and Threats; but ſcarce did our 
Troops begin to move, after the Signal given, when 
the Indians began to retire again, as if they had fled; 
being indeed a ſecond Stratagem of X7cotencal's, to 
gain by the advancing of the Spaniards, his Deſign 
of ſurrounding and attacking them on all Sides; as 
appeared ſoon after; for as ſoon as ever he had 
them at a Diſtance from the Hill, which might have 
ſecured their Rear, the greateſt Part of his Army 
opened to the Right and Lefr, and running furi- 
ouſly, poſſeſſed themſelves of the Ground on both 
Sides; and then cloſing the Circle, obtained their 
Purpoſe of ſurrounding their Enemies at a Diſtance, 
They preſently began, with incredible Diligence to 
draw into a leſs Compaſs; and were ſo united and 
refolute, that the Spamards found it neceſſary to 
draw up in a Square, facing every Way, and take 
Care of defending themſelves rather than of offend- 
ing the Enemy, making Amends by Union, and a 

good Diſpoſition, for the Inequality of Numbers. 
Tux Air was filled with Arrows, and rent by 
Shouts and Noiſe: It rained Darts and Stones upon 
the Spaniards; and the Indians being ſenſible what 
little Effect their miſſive Weapons had on their 
Enemies, came quickly to the Pikes and Swords, 
Great was the Slaughter of the Indians, and greater 
was their Obſtinacy, Herzan Cortes charged — 
Is 
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his Horſe where he found the greateſt Occaſion, 
breaking in and trampling under Foot all that were 
near him. The Fire-Arms did great Damage, and 
at the ſame Time occaſioned much Terror ; the Ar- 
tillery did not make a Shot in vain, caſting Aſtoniſh- 
ment among thoſe whom the Balls ſpared. As it 
was one of their Policies of War to conceal their 
Wounded, and carry off their Dead, a great many 
were employed that Way, and their Troops began 
to diminiſh ; ſo that they fell back to a greater Di- 
ſtance, and began to fight more cautiouſly ; but 


Hernan Cortes, before they could put themſelves in 


Order to cloſe afreſh, reſolved to attack the weakeſt 
Part of their Army, and open a Paſſage to ſeize 
ſome Poſt, whereby he might extend his whole Front 
againſt the Enemy. He communicated his Inten- 
tions to his Captains; and having placed his Horſe 
on the Wings, followed by the Foot at a large Pace, 
he cloſed with the Indians, calling aloud upon St. 
Peter. At firſt they made ſome Reſiſtance plying 
their Weapons valiantly ; but the Fierceneſs of the 
Horſes (ſupernatural or monftrous in their Imagina- 
tion) put them into Fear and Diſorder, ſo that fly- 
ing on all Sides, they wounded and trod one an- 
other under Foot, doing the ſame Damage to them- 
ſelves which they feared from the Spamards. 

PzprRo pE Moron, who was mounted on a 


luſty . ſwift Mare, had engaged himſelf too far; 


when ſome principal Tlaſcalans, (who were got to- 
gether for this Purpoſe) ſeeing him alone, attacked 
him, and having ſeized his Lance and Bridle-Arm, 
gave the Mare ſo many Wounds, that ſhe fell down 
dead, and in an Inſtant they cut off her Head, ſome 
lay, it was at one Stroke; but that hyperbolical 
Way of Speaking does nothing alter the Subſtance 
of the Fact. Pedro de Moron received ſome light 
Wounds, and was taken Friſoner ; but he was ſoon 

"= O 4 after 
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after relieved by other Horſe, who, with the Death 
of ſome Indians, freed him, and brought him back 
to the Army. This Accident was no way favoura- 
ble to the Deſign of Cortes; for it gave the Enemy 
Time to return and cloſe, and form themſelves 
again on that Side; ſo that the Spaniards now tired 
with the Engagement, (for it laſted an Hour) began 
to doubt of the Succeſs; but making a Virtue of 
Neceſſity, they were preparing to renew their At- 
tack, when at once the Cries of the Enemy ceaſed, 
and there being a ſudden Silence among that Multi, 
tude, they heard only their little Kettle-Drums and 
Horns ſounding a Retreat, after their Manner, as 
preſently appeared; for at the ſame Time their 
Troops began to move off; and marching ſlowly 
for the Road of Tlaſcala, they removed to the Top 
of a Hill, and left the Field to their Enemies. 
Tu Spaniards had Time to breathe upon this 
extraordinary Accident, which appeared to them 
miraculous, becauſe they did not perceive any na- 
tural Cauſe, to which it might be attributed; but 
they underſtood afterwards, (by Means of ſome 
Priſoners) that Aicotencal had ordered the Retreat, 
becauſe the greateſt Part of his Commanders being 
killed in the Battle, he durſt not undertake to ma- 
nage ſo many Men, without Officers to command 
them. Many of their Nobles likewiſe fell, which 
made the Action coſt them dear, and very grea 
was the Number of their Wounded ; but notwith- 
ſtanding ſo great a Lofs, and that they had quitted 
the Field to our Troops, who were intire, they 
entered their Lodgment triumphant, accounting 
it for a Victory, that they were not overcome ; 
and the Head of the Mare being all they had 
to ſhew for their Triumph, Micotencal carried 
it before Him upon the Point of a Spear, and im- 
mediately ſent it to Tlaſcala, making a Preſent - 
; N ; the 
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the Senate of that formidable Spoil of War ; which 
was greatly admired, and afterwards ſacrificed in 
one of their Temples with extraordinary Solemnity : 
A proper Victim for thoſe Altars, and leſs unclean 
than the very Gods which were honoured by it. 
ON our Side about nine or ten Soldiers were 
wounded, and ſome Zempoalans, whoſe Aſſiſtance 
was of great Service upon this Occaſion ; for the 
Example of the Spaniards made them valiant, to- 
gether with the Anger of ſeeing their Alliance de- 
Tpiſed and broken. At a little Diſtance was diſ- 
covered a ſmall Place, ſeated on an Eminence which 
commanded the Cauntry ; and Hernan Cortes, con- 
ſidering the Fatigue of his People, and how much 


Occaſion they had to be refreſhed, reſolved to poſ- 


ſeſs himſelf of that Poſt for their Lodgment; which 
was done without Difficulty ; for the Inhabitants 
abandoned it upon the Retreat. of their Army, leav- 
ing in it abundance of Victuals, which helped to 
preferve our own Proviſions, and refreſh our Men. 
There was not ſufficient Accommodation for all to 
be under Cover ; but the Zempoalans took. Care of 
themſelves, building Huts in a very ſhort Time; 
and the Situation, which was naturally ſtrong, was 
ſecured as well as poſſible with ſome Works of 
Earth and Faſcines, which they rais'd all the reft of 
the Day, with as much Heart and Chearfulneſs as if 
their very Work were Reſt; not that they were in- 
ſenſible of the Danger in which they were, or 
thought the War finiſh*d, but becauſe they expected 
from Providence, what they could not ſo much as 
hope for from their own Strength; and finding now, 
that Heaven had declared in their Favour, they 
looked on thoſe Things as poſſible, which a little 
before ſeem'd to require a Miracle to accompliſh, 


CHAP. 
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b „Han Vt; 
The Tlaſcalans recruit their Army. They give 
Battle a ſecond Time with greater Force; and 
are overthrown by the Valour of the Spaniards, 
and by another new Accident, which puts then 


o 


in Diſorder, © 


Wen were the Reaſonings in Tlaſcala, 
upon the News of this ill Succeſs. They la- 
mented the Death of their Captains and Caziques in 
a publick Manner; and from this Concern ſprung 
different Opinions. Some cried out for Peace, dig- 
nifying the Spaniards with the Name of immortal; 
whilſt others broke out into Reproaches and Threats 
againſt them, comforting themſelves with the Death 
of the Mare, the only Trophy of the War. Magiſ 
catzin boaſted that he had foreſeen the Succeſs, re- 
peating to his Friends what, he had +: £44 pin in 
the Senate, and ſpeaking upon the Subject as one 
who finds a Vanity even in the rejecting of his Ad- 
vice. Aicotencal from his Camp deſired that they 
would reinforce his Army with freſh Supplies; lel- 
ſening his Loſs, and yet making uſe of that to 
move them to Revenge. At this Time one of the 
confederate Caziques arrived at Tlaſcala with ten 
thouſand Men, which Succour they looked on as a 
Providence of the Gods; and their Courage increa- 
ſing with their Forces, the Senate reſolved to liſt 
freſh Troops, and proſecute the War at all Ha- 
1 „„ | | 

HxRNAN CorTEs (the Day after the Battle) en- 
deavoured only to put his Fortifications in better 
Order, adding new Works to help the natural 
Strength of the Place. He had a Mind to renew 
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the Offers of Peace, and could find no Way to in- 


troduce his Negociation; for the four Zempoalan 


Envoys (who were returned to the Army by diffe- 
rent Ways) came terrify'd, and infected the reſt. 
They had happily broke from a ſtreight Confine- 


ment, (where they were put the Day Xicotencal took 


the Field) being deſtined with their Blood to ap- 
peaſe the God of War; and upon the Report they 
made of this Inhumanity, it did not ſeem conve- 
nient, nor indeed would it have been eaſy, to make 
others expoſe themſelves to the ſame Danger. 

Tux very Stillneſs of the Enemy gave him Con- 
cern; for there was not any Rumour of War in all 
the Country round about; and the Retreat of Xico- 


tencal had all the Signs of a Diſpute not yet ended. 


He ought in right Reaſon to have maintained this 
Poſt for his Retreat, in caſe of Neceſſity; but he 
found Inconveniencies in that Reſolution ; for the 
Indians would have interpreted the ſhutting himſelf 


up in his Quarters, as Want of Valour; a Conſider- 
ation of great Importance, in a War ſupported 


more by Opinion than Force. 

BuT taking Care of every Thing, like a diligent 
Commander, he reſolved to ſally out the next Day 
in the Morning to gain Intelligence, view the Coun- 
try, and diſturb the Enemy ; which he executed in 
Perſon, with all his Horſe, and two hundred Foot, 
the one Half Spaniards, and the other Zempoatans. 


We muſt own this Undertaking was dangerous, 


conſidering, the Force of the Enemy, and in a 


Country ſo conveniently diſpoſed for Ambuſhes. 
Hernan Cortes ſhould have ventured his Perſon leſs, 
the whole Affair depending upon him; and in our 
Opinion, this Exceſs of Bravery is by no Means 
worthy of Imitation by thoſe who command Armies, 
whoſe Safety ought to be conſidered as publick, and 
whoſe Valour is to inſpire others. We might = 
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cuſe him by the Examples of ſeveral great Men, 
who have been the firſt in expoſing themſelves to 
the Dangers of Battles, performing a Part with their 


. * d * 
Swords in the Execution of their own Commands; 


but as we are more obliged to give a juſt Relation 


of his Actions, than to clear them from all Blame, 


we ſhall leave him open to this honourable Objec- 


tion, which is indeed the beſt Fault of a Com- 
mander. Yo | 

Tux went ſo far as to diſcover ſome Villages 
in the Road to Tlaſcala, where they found great 
Quantities of Proviſions, and took ſeveral Priſon- 
ers; from whom they underſtood, that XAicotencal 
was incamped two Leagues from thence, not far 
from the City; and that he was raiſing more Forces 
againſt the Spaniards; with which Account they re- 
turned to their Quarters, having done ſome Damage 
in the neighbouring Places: For the Zempoalans, 


” 


who were now anger'd upon their own Account, 


put every Thing to Fire and Sword they met in 


their Way; an Exceſs which Cortes reprimanded 


faintly ; for he was not ſorry, that the Tlaſcalans 
ſhould be made ſenſible how far he was from being 
afraid of the War, ſince he prevoked them to it 
with ſuch Hoſtilities. 

Hz preſently ſet at Liberty all the Priſoners he 
had made in that Sally ; and gave them ſuch En- 


tertainment as appeared neceſſary to make them 'loſe 


their Fear of the Spaniards, and receive an Impreſ- 
ſion of their Benignity. He gave Orders to ſearch 
out (among the other Priſoners that were taken on 
the Day of the Battle) thoſe who appeared the moſt 
ingenious; and out of thoſe he choſe two or three 
to carry a Meſſage to Xicotencal : The Subſtance of 
which was, That he was very much concerned for the 
Lofs his People had ſuſtained in the Battle; for which 
they were to blame who gave the Occaſion, by a 

1457 | thoſe 
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thoſe cvith Arms, who came to propoſe Peace; that be 
did again require it of him, laying aſide intirely all 
the Reaſons be had to be diſpleaſæd; but that if they 
would not preſently diſarm, and accept of it, they would 
oblige him utterly to deſtroy them at once, making the 
Name of their Nation a Terror to their. Neighbours. 
The Indians departed with this Meſſage, well in- 
ſtructed and pleaſed, promiſing to return with the 
Anſwer ; and but a few Hours paſſed before they 
made good their Word : But they returned bloody, 
and ill- treated; for Aicotencal ordered them to be 
puniſhed for their' Boldneſs in bringing him fuch a 
Propoſal; and did not order them to be killed, that 
they might return wounded to the Sight of Cortes; 
and that carrying with them that farther Proof of his 
Reſolution, they might let him know, That at the firſt 
Riſing of the Sun he ſhould ſee him in the Field; that 
bis Intention was to carry him and all his People alive 
to the Altars of his Gods, and appeaſe them with their 
Hearts Blood; and that he did immediately give him 
Notice of his Reſolution,” that he might have Time 16 
prepare himſelf, giving him further to underſtand,. 


that he was not accuſtomed to leſſen the Glory of his 


Viclories by the Careleſſneſs of his Enemies. The In- 
ſolence of this Barbarian occaſioned more Anger 
than Concern in -the Mind of Cortes; but he did 
not diſregard his Advice, nor deſpiſe his Counſel ; 
on the contrary, at the firſt Break of Day, he drew 
out his Troops into the Field, leaving in his Quar- 
ters ſuch a Force as he thought neceſſary for their 
Defence; and advancing little leſs than half a 
League, choſe a convenient Poſt, where he might 
receive the Enemy with Advantage; there he form'd 
his Ranks as the Ground would permit, and agree- 
able to the Experience he already had of this War: 


His Flanks he ſecured with the Artillery, ordering - 


When and at what Diſtance to diſcharge : He _ 
his 
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his Vanguard before, and putting himſelf at the 


Head of his Horſe, to take cate of ſuccouring 
where it was needful, he attended the Succeſs, 
ſhewing in his Countenance the Eaſe of his Mind, 
without having much Occaſion to make uſe of his 
Eloquence to inſtruct and animate his Soldiers; for 
they all came cheartul and courageous, their Cuſtom 
of overcoming making them deſirous to engage. 
IT was not long before the Scouts returned with 
an Account, that the Enemy was upon the March 
with a very powerful Army; and very ſoon after, 
their Vanguard appeared. The Plain began to fill 
with armed Indians; the Eye could not reach the 
End of their Troops, which covered the whole 
Horizon: Their Army conſiſted of above fifty 
thouſand Men, (as they themſelves confeſſed) the 


whole Force of the Republick, and all their Allies, 


that they might take the Spaniards alive, and carry 


them bound, firſt offering their Blood to the Gods, 


and then giving their Fleſh for a Banquet. They 
brought forth into the Field a great Eagle of Gold, 
raiſed on high, the Enſign of Tlaſcala, which they 
only made uſe of in their greateſt Undertakings. 
They drew near with incredible Diligence ; and 
when they came within Reach of the Cannon, the 
Artillery began to put a Stop to their Speed, ſtri- 
king ſuch a Terror into them, that they ſtood ſtill 
fome Time, divided between Fear and Anger; but 
Anger prevailing, they came forward in a Throng, 


till they were ſo near as to make uſe of their Slings 


and Arrows, where they were ſtopped a ſecond 


Time by the Terror of the Pire-Arms and Croſs 


Bows. 5 

Tux Engagement continued a long Time very 

bloody on the Part of the Indians, and but with 

mall Damage to the Spaniards, by reaſon of the 

Advantage of their Arms, and the Order and good 
| Diſpoſition 


r C20 WM % Ne 


— 


& — 


3 


Book II. Conqueſt of Mtxico. 207 
Diſpoſition with which they gave and received the 
Charge; but the Indians perceiving the Blood they 
loſt, and that their own Dilatorineſs was deſtructive 
to them, they moved all at once; and the Hind- 


moſt puſhing on the Foremoſt, the whole Multi- 
tude fell upon the Spaniards and Zempoalans with 


ſo much Fury and Deſpair, that they broke their 
Ranks, and intirely deſtroyed that good Diſpoſition 
in which they were formed. There was then Occa- 
ſion for all the Valour of the Soldiers, all the Bra- 
very and Diligence of the Officers, all the Strength 
of the Horſe, and all the Want of military Skill in 
the Indians, to enable them to form again; which 
they did by main Force, and with the Death of 
all that did not immediately give way before 


meer 


Ar this Juncture there happened an Accident, 
as before, by which it appeared a ſecond Time, 
that the ſpecial Providence of God defended his 
own Cauſe : A very great Diſturbance was percei- 
ved in the Enemy's Army; Troops were moving 
to different Parts, dividing and turning their Arms 


againſt each other; in the End, they all retired in 


a tumultuous Manner; and thoſe who were engag'd 
in the Front, turned their Backs, and fled. The 
Spaniards purſued them with ſmall Execution ; for 
Cortes did not care to expoſe himſelf to their charg- 
ing him again at too great a Diſtance froni his 
Quarters. | „ 5 

Ir was known afterwards, that the Cauſe of that 
Diſturbance, and the Reaſon of this ſecond Retreat 
was, that Aicotencal, who was a paſſionate, proud 
Man, and founded his Authority upon the Patience 
of thoſe under his Command, did, with too much 


Liberty, reprimand one of the principal Caziques, 


who ſerved under him with ten thouſand Men, 
calling -him a Coward, and mean-ſpirited, for not 
| advancing 
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advancing when the reſt were engaged ; which the 
other returned with ſo much Boldneſs, that it came 
to a Breach, and a perſonal Challenge between 
them; and in a ſhort Time it became the Cauſe 
of the whole Body of Troops under the Cazique's 
Command, who . eſpouſed the Quarrel of their 
Chief, and prepared for his Defence ; with which 
Example other Caziques, who were his Friends, 
mutinied; and taking a Reſolution of withdrawing 
their Troops from an Army, where their Valour 
was ſo little regarded, they put it in Execution 
with ſo much Celerity and Diſpleaſure, that they 
put all the reſt into Diſorder ; and Xzcotencal being 
ſenſible of his Weakneſs, endeavoured only to ſe- 
cure himſelf, leaving the Field and the Victory to 
his Enemies. 8 . 
II is not our Intention to relate this ſo favourable 
Succeſs, and ſo opportune to the Spaniards, as a 
Miracle; on the contrary we confeſs, that the Diſ- 
agreement of thoſe Caziques was cafual, and might 
eaſily happen, when a General commanded of fo 
little Temper, and with ſo little Superiotity over 
the Confederates of his Republick ; but whoever 
will conſider this powerful Army of Barbarians, 
overthrown and broken to Pieces a firſt and ſecond 
Time, (a Work ſuperior to any human Force) muſt 
acknowledge in thoſe very Cafualties the Hand of 
God, whofe ineffable Wiſdom is wont to bring 
abour his high Deſigns by what Men call Contin- 
gencies, making uſe very often of that which he 
permits, to accomplifh that which he has ordained. 
GrEaT was the Number of the Iidians killed 
upon this Occaſion, and much greater that of the 
wounded (as they themſelves did afterwards relate). 
On our Side only one Soldier was killed, and twenty 
wounded, but fo ſlightly, that they were able to 
mount Guard that Night. But notwithſtanding this 
e | Victory 
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victory was ſo great, and ſo much more wonder- 
ful than the laſt, (for they engaged with a greater 
Army, and the Enemy retired dverthrown) yet 
the Novelty of having been broke and put into 
Diſorder in the Battle, made ſuch an Impreſſion 
upon ſome of the Spaniſh Soldiers, that they re- 
turned to their Quarters melancholy and dif- 
hearten'd;, like Men who had been vanquiſhed. - 
There were many who plainly declared; That they 
would not wilfully throw themſelves away for 
Cartes Humour; that he ought to think of re- 
ing to Vera Cruz, for that it was impoſſible to 
bdvance any farther ;, or, that otherwiſe they would 
jo it themſelves, leaving him alone to his Ambi- 
ion and Temerity. Hernan Cortes was informed 
of this, and retired :to his Tent; without endea - 
youring to reduce them; till they were recoveted 
om that Fright, and had Time to be ſenſible how 
nuch they were miſtaken in what they propoſed : 
or in Diſtempers of this Kind, haſty Remedies 


- 


iolent Paſſion, which Reaſon at the firſt canovk 


ther irritate than correct; Fear in Men being 2 | 


OVELN; 


* 
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Hernan Cortes fill. the neu Diſturbant 
among bis Men. The People of Tlaſcal 
tale the Spaniards- or Bnchanters. The 
conſult their Magiciuns; and by their Advin 
attack them by Nigbt in their Quurters. 
os , ata 


HE Diſturbince among the Malecontents in- 

1 creaſed; and the Diligence of the Captain 
together with the contrary Opinion of the better 
Sort, not being ſufficient to feduce them, Herm 
Cortes found it neceſſary to ſhew himſelf, and en- 
deavour to bring them to Reaſon. To Which End, 
he order'd all the Spaniards to aſſemble in the Plac 
of Arms, upon Pretence of coming to a Reſolution 
upon the preſent State of Affairs; and placing ner 
himſelf the moſt mutinous, (a ſort of Favour necel 
ſary for their better Hearing) It allows, fays he, 
« of no great Diſpute, what our Army is to do, 
44 having gained in a ſhort Time two Battles, in 
« which your Valour, and the Weakneſs of your 
« Enemies, have equally. appeared. It is true, the 
« overcoming of an Enemy is not the finiſhing 
“% Stroke of a War; for the improving a Victor 
« has alfo its Difficulties : And we muſt always be 
aware of thoſe Dangers that oftentimes attend 
„ good Succeſs, as a kind of Tax upon human 
« Felicity. But this, my Friends, is not whit 
<« gives me Trouble: I ſtand in Need of your Ad. 
vice upon a greater Doubt. They tell me, that 
ſome of our Soldiers are again deſirous, and fir 
up one another to propoſe, that we ſhould r. 
e treat. I am willing to believe they ground this 


Opinion upon ſome good Reaſon ; but it is noc 


whe ight, 


* 
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right, that a Point of ſs much Importance ſhould 
be treated in a murmuring Manner. Tell all 
« your Opinions freely; do not diſeredit what you 
« earheſtly "deſire, 'by propoſing it in a criminal 
„Way. And, that we may all reaſon upon that 
e which is moſt convenient for us all, let us firſt 
«* conſider the Condition in which we are, and re- 
ſolve at once upon ſomething which cannot be 
* contradicted. © This Enterprize was begun with 
„your Approbation, I may ſay, with your Ap- 
* plauſe. - Our Reſolution was to paſs on to the 
Court of Motezuma. We all devoted ourſelves 
* to this Undertaking for our Religion, and our 
King, as'alſo for our Honour, and our Hopes. 
Theſe Indians of Tlaſcala, who endeavoured to 
* oppoſe our Deſign with all the Power of the Re- 
„ publick, and its Confederates, are now over- 
* thrown” and conquer'd. It is not poſſible, (ac- 
* cording to the natural Courſe of Things) chat they 
* ſhould delay long to requeſt Peace, or grant us 
54. Paſſage: If this happens, how greatly will it 
add to Our Reputation? What will theſe: Barba- 
“ rians conceive of us, who already rank us with | 
© their Gods? Motezuma, who expected us with 
s Concern, (as has appeared by the Repetition and 
« Artifice of his Embaſſies) will behold us witng 
* greater Terror, after having vanquiſhed the Tlaſ- 
* calans, who are the moſt valiant Men of the Coun- 
* try, and have, by Force of Arms maintained 
© their Liberty againſt him. It is very poſſible, 
„that he will make us advantageous Offers, fear- 
ing leſt we ſhould join with his Rebels; and very 
* poſſible, that this ſame Difficulty, we now meet 
* with, may be the Means which God makes uſe 
* of to facilitate our Undertakings, by making 
Trial of our Conſtancy; for he will not work 
Miracles for us, without making uſe both of our 
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Hearts and Hands. But if we ſhould. turn our 
„Backs, (and be the firſt that have been diſcou- 
& raged; by Victories) all our Labour is loſt at 
* once: What can we hope for? Or what is it 
that we ought not to fear? Theſe very van- 
quiſn'd People, that are now terrified. and fugi- 

e tive, will be animated at our being diſhearten'd, 
© and knowing all. the ſhort Cuts and difficult 
© Paſſages. of the Country, they will purſue, and 
© break: us in our March. Our Indian Friends (who 
*« ſtand by us contented and courageous) will quit 
us, and eſcape to their own Country, publiſhing 
our Diſgrace. The Zenpaalans and Totonaques, 
* our 'Confederates, (who are our only Refuge in 
„ the Retreat) will conſpire againſt us, loſing the 
great Opinion they had of our Power, I repeat 

« — again, let every Thing be maturely conſi- 
dered; and comparing the Hopes which we 

« abandon; with the Dangers to which: we expoſe 
« ourſelves, propoſe and deliberate. what will be 
« moft convenient; far I leave you to your full Li- 

<< berty of | Diſcourſe, and have laid before you 
+ theſe Inconveniencies, rather to r — 
« from Blame, than defend it." 

SCARCELY. had: Hernan. Cortes finiſhed his Dif- 
courſe, hen one of the diffatisfy?d Soldiers, con- 
vinced by his Reaſons, raiſed his Voice, telling the 
reſt, Friends, our Captain afks- what we are to 
* to do, but inſtructs us while he is aſking : It is 
6 22 nor poſſible for us to retire now without ting 


. reſt were convinced, confeſſing their Error; 
and the other Part rejoiced-at their being undeceiv'd; 
and it was. reſolv'd, by Acclamations, to profecute 
the Enterprize ; the Diſquiets of thoſe Soldiers who 
were defirous of finding Reſt in the Iſle of Cuba be- 
po. at 9 9 pacify'd, whoſe yen 

ablenels 
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ableneſs was one of the Difficulties which did moſt 
trouble the Mind, and exerciſe the Conſtancy of 
Cortes in this Enterprize. | 
Tuis ſecond Rout of their Army cauſed an un- 
uſual Trouble in Tlaſcala: They all admir'd, and 
were confounded. The common People cried out for 
Peace; and the Nobles were unable to carry on the 
War. Some propoſed to retire to the Mountains 
with their Families; others ſaid the Spaniards were 
Deities, inclining to pay them Obedience with Cir- 
cumſtances of Adoration. The Senate affembled 
to conſult how to reſtore their Affairs: And begin- 
ning to argue from their own Fear, they all con- 
feſſed, that the Force of thoſe Strangers 3 — 
to be more than natural: But they were not fully 
1 they were Gods, eſteeming it too great a 
ightneſs to conform their Opinions to the Credu- 
lity of the Vulgar; but were rather inclin'd' to be- 
leve, that they perform'd ſuch wonderful Actions 
by magical Art. And coming to a Reſolution, 
that they ought to have Recourſe to the ſame Science, 
in order to overcome them; and ſo take off the 
Force of one Enchantment with another, they ſum- 
mon'd their Magicians and Diviners for this Pur- 
poſe, whoſe Deluſfions were much introduced by the 
Devil in that Country, and no leſs reverenced. The 
Opinion of the Senate was communicated to them, 
which they approved of with myſterious Conſider- 
tion; giving them to underſtand, © That they 
knew what Doubt they had to propoſe, and had 
before-hand ſtudied the Caſe; telling them, That 
ty the Obſervation of their Circles, and by their 
* Divinations, they had fully diſcover'd the Secret 
* of this Novelty ; and that the Whole conſiſted 
in that the Spaniards were the Offspring of the 
Sun, produced by his own active Quality in the 
* Mother-Earth of the Oriental Regions, their 
7 1 _ greateſt 
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« oreateſt Enchantment being the Preſence of their 
„ Father, whoſe warm Influence did communicate 
* unto them a kind of Force ſuperior to human 
< Nature, and made them immortal; but that upon 


his diſappearing in the Weſt, the Inſſuence ceaſed, 
e and they remained diſhearten'd and wither'd, like 


£ the Herbs of the Field, reduced to the Terms of 
Mortality, like other Men; for which Conſider- 
ation it was neceſſary to attack them by Night, 
and deſtroy them before the riſing Sun made 
* them invincible.” | | 20 
Trost Senators very much applauded the great 


Knowledge of the Magicians, being ſatisfy'd that 


they had found out the difficult Point, and diſ- 
covered the Way to obtain Victory. It was con- 
trary to the Cuſtom of this Country to engage by 
Night; but as in extraordinary Caſes little Reſpect 
is had to Cuſtom, this important News was ſent to 
AMcotencal, with Orders to attack the Spaniards in 
their Quarters on the Setting of the Sun, endea- 
vouring to deſtroy and make an End of them be- 
fore he ſhould return to the Eaſt. Accordingly he 
began to diſpoſe every Thing for the Action, be- 
lieving (with ſome Excuſe) the Impoſture of the 
Magicians, as coming to him authorized by the 
Opinion of the Senate. . 


Dunixc this Interim of Time, the Spaniards had 


ſeveral Rencounters of little Conſequence. - Some 
Troops of the Enemy ſhewed themſelves on the 
Eminences near the Quatters, who either fled before 
the Spaniards could engage them, or were beat off 
with Loſs. They made ſome Sallies to. raiſe Con- 
tributions from the neighbouring Villages, where 
they uſed the Inhabitants well, and gained both 
their good Wills and Proviſions. Cortes took ſpecial 
Care. to preſerve Diſcipline, and keep his People 
Yigilant, during this Time of Reſt in their _— 
£4655 [> Wie 8 | 6 
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He always had his Centinels poſted at a Diſtance, 
his Guards mounted with the utmoſt military Strict- 


neſs; the Horſes: ſtood ſaddled all Night, with their 


Bridles upon the Pummels; the Soldiers either 
watched, or, if they reſted, lay upen their Arms: 
An Exactneſs which ſeems ſuperfluous” to the Ne- 
gligent, but then proved very heceſſary; for at the 
Coming on of the Night deſtin*d for the Attack 
reſolved on by the Tleſtalans, the Centinels diſco- 
vered a Body of the Enemy marching towards their 
Quarters with unaccuſtomed Slowneſs and Silence. 
Notice was given of it without any Noiſe; and as 
the Soldiers were always prepared for ſuch Acci- 
dents, they immediately mann'd the Works, and 


with great Readineſs diſpoſed every Thing that ap- 


peared neceſſary for their Defence. 

XIcO TEN AL, upon the Credit of his Magicians, 
came on inſenſible of Danger, thinking to find his 
Enemies without Spirit or Strength, and to end the 
War before the Sun ſhould know any Thing of it; 
but he brought with him ten thouſand Men, leſt 
they ſhould happen not to be diſpirited by the Ab- 
ſence of their Father. The Spaniards let him draw 
near, without making any Motion; and he gave 
Orders to attack the Quarters on three Sides, which 


the Indians executed with Speed and Reſolution; 


but they met with ſuch a powerful and unlook' d- 
for Reſiſtance, that many died in the Attack, and the 
reſt were ſtruck with the more Fear, by how much 
the greater had been the Security with which they 
came. Xicotencal was ſenſible (though late) of the 
Deluſion of his Sorcerers, and of the Difficulty of 


his Undertaking; but his Anger and Courage would 


not let him conſider, and therefore he gave Orders 


for another Attack to be made on all Sides, and 
he returned to the Aſſault, pouring the whole Body 


of his Troops upon our Defences. We cannot but 
P 4 acknowledge 


216 The HISTORY of the Book II. 
acknowledge the Valour with which the Indians tried 
this Way of Fight in the Night, and againſt a For- 
fication, a Thing altogether new in their Way of 
Sul: War. They helped one another with their 


zoulders and Arms to gain the Wall, and received 

ounds, which they made larger by their own 
preſſing forward; and the foremoſt falling did not 
in the leaſt terrify thoſe who came behind. The 
Combat laſted a long Time, their. own Diſorder en- 
damaging them no leſs than our Arms; till Arco. 
tencal, being convinced that it was not poflible for 
him to campaſs what he intended, ordered the Sig- 
nal to be given for drawing off, and thought of 
retreating. But Hernan Cortes (who had a watchiul 
Eye over all) as ſoon as he found them flackening, 
and faw that they returned in Heaps from the Wall, 
ſent out Part of his Foot, and all his Horſe, which 
were ready prepared, with Breaſt-plates full of 
Bells, that by the Novelty of the Noiſe they might 
ſtrike the greater Terror; which ſudden Aſſault put 
the Jndiens into fuch a Fright, that they endea: 
youred only to eſcape, without making any Refi- 
ſtance, They left a conſiderable Number of Dead 
in the Field, with ſome Wounded, which they 
could. not carry off; and of the Spaniards only 
two or three were wounded, and one Zempoa- 
lan killed : An Event that ſeemed miraculous, 
confidering the innumerable Multitude of Arrows, 
Darts, and Stones, which they found within their 
Intrenchments; and a Victory, which for the Eaſi- 
neſs and ſmall Expence wherewith it was gained, 
was celebrated among the Soldiers with particular 
Demonſtrations of Joy; though at that Time they 
were not ſenſible how much it imported them 
70 have been valiant in the Night, nor of the Obli- 
gations they lay under to the Magicians of Tlaſcala 
Whole Folly was of Uſe in this Work; for it raed 
DD DOS 3 the 
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the Reputation of the Spaniards to the higheſt Pitch, 
and facilitated a Peace, which is the beſt Advantage 
of War. ! 01 e ee 


— _ 4 LA 
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CHAP. XX. 


The Senate commands the General to ſuſpend the 
War : He refuſes to obey; but on the con- 
trary, defigns to give a freſh Aſſault upon the 
Spaniſh Quarters. His Spies are diſcovered 
and puniſhed. A Treaty of Peace begins to 
be ſet on foot. 5 


12 great Hopes which the City had conceived, 
without any other Reaſon, than that of truſt- 
ing the Succeſs of their Arms to the Favour of the 
Night, being vaniſhed, the common People again 
called out for Peace; the Nobles were diſſatisfied, 
and came now into the ſame Sentiments with the 
Populace, though they made leſs Noife : The Se- 
nators were diſheartened and filent ; and the firſt 
Thing they did, was to puniſh their Magicians for 
their own Folly, not ſo much becauſe Deceit in 
them was' a new Thing, but becauſe they were 
aſhamed they had believed them. Two or three of 
the chiefeſt of them were ſacrificed in one of their 
emples; the reſt were reprimanded, and found 
themſelves obliged to lye with leſs Liberty in that 

Aſſembly. y | 
Arr ER that, the Senate met to conſult about the 
principal Affair, and all, without Exception, in- 
lined to Peace; granting that the Judgment of 
Magiſcatzin had foreſeen what had befallen them, 
nd the moſt incredulous confeſſing, that thoſe 
| Strangers 
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Strangers were, without Doubt, the celeſtial Men 
mentioned in their Prophecies. The firſt Reſolution 
was to diſpatch an Expreſs immediately to. Xicoten; 
cal, with Orders to ſuſpend the War, and only keep 
himſelf upon his Guard; . acquainting him that they 
were treating for a Peace, which was already re- 
ſolved on the Part of the Senate, and that they 
would immediately name Ambaſſadors to propoſe 
it, and to make the beſt Terms they could in Fa- 
vour of the Republick. 3 
HowE VER, Aicotencal was ſo obſtinately bent 
againſt the Spaniards, and ſo far blinded by his 
martial Employment, that he utterly denied Obe- 
dience to this Order, and anſwered with Arrogance 
and Diſreſpect, That he and bis Soldiers were th: 
true Senate, and would take care of the Credit of their 
Nation, ſince the Fathers of the Country abandoned it, 
He had diſpoſed Matters fo as to aſſault the Spa- 
niards a ſecond Time by Night, and within thei 
Quarters; not that he made any Account of the 
paſt Divinations, but - becauſe he thought it better 
to keep them ſhut up, that they might come alive 
into his Hands. But he intended to go upon this 
Undertaking with a greater Force, and better Intel. 
ligence ; and knowing that ſome Peaſants of the 
adjacent Villages repaired to the Quarters with Pro- 
_ viſions, to exchange them for Spaniſh Baubles, he 
made uſe of this Means to facilitate his Enter- 
prize; and choſe forty Soldiers in whom he con- 
fided, who, cloathed after the Manner of Peaſants, 
loaded with Fruit, Hens, and Bread made of India 
Corn, were to enter the Place, and obſerve the Na- 
ture and Strength of the Fortification, and where i 
might be aſſaulted with leaſt Difficulty. . 
Some ſay, that theſe Indians were ſent as Ambaſ 
ſadors from Xicotencal himſelf, with feigned Props 


fals of Peace (in which Caſe the Inadvertency d 
= 
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our People would be more culpable). But whether 
the Pretence was this, or the other, they entered 
within their Quarters, and were among the Spa- 
niards great Part of the Morning, without any No- 
tice being taken of their Stay, till a Zempoalan Sol- 
dier obſerved, that they went ſlily about, obſerving 
the Walls, and looking over them in a curious 
Manner; of which he preſently gave Notice to 
Cortes. And as in this Kind of Suſpicions there is 
no Sign which is trivial, or Shadow that has not a 
Body, he ordered them to de ſeized immediately; 
which was eaſily executed: Being examined ſepa- 
rately, they confeſſed the Truth without much Re- 
ſiſtance, ſome preſſed by Torture, and others by 
the Fear of it; all agreeing that a ſecond Aſſault 
was to have been made on the Quarters that ſame 
Night; for which Undertaking their General was 
now upon the March with twenty thouſand Men, 
and was to wait for them at a League's Diſtance, , 
in order to diſpoſe his Attacks, according to the” 
Account they ſhould bring him of the Weakneſſes 
they had obſerved in the Works. 
_ Hernan CorTEs was much e at this 
Accident, for he was then indiſpoſed; and it coſt 
him more Trouble to conceal his Sickneſs, than to 
bear it: But he never kept his Bed, or took care 
of himſelf, but when he had nothing elſe to take 
care of. It is reported» of him, (we will not paſs 
it by in Silence) that juſt before one of the Engage- 
ments with the Tlaſcalans, he had taken Phyſick, 
and that he mounted his Horſe, made a Diſpoſition 
of the Battle, and engaged without finding the leaft 
Diſorder, or thinking on the Purge, the which, by | 
that Diverſion of his Mind, was deprived of its 
active Quality, and had not the Effect until the 
next Day. Father Don Prudencio de Sandoval, in 
his Hiſtory of the Emperor Charles V. looks upon 
1 
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it as a Miracle which God wrought” on him: A 
Notion which Philoſophers will diſpute, to whoſe 
Profeſſion it belongs to ſhew how, in this Caſe, the 
natural Faculty may be fo far influenced by the 
Imagination, buſied in greater Matters, as to ceaſe 
performing its Function; or how the Spirits, ga- 
thering about the Heart and the Head, draw after 
them that natural Heat'which ſhould put the Me. 
dicine in Motion. Such an Accident, however, 
ought not to be omitted by an Hiſtorian, as ſervin 

to ſhew how much this Commander gave himſe 

up to the vigilant Care of what he was to direct 
and order in the Battle: An Employment which, 


in Truth, requires the whole Man, as great as he 


can be; and theſe Conſiderations are ſometimes 
permitted in Hiſtory, as propoſing Examples which 
anĩmate to an Imitation. 5 

Tur Deſigns of Xicotencal being now diſcovered 


by the Confeſſion of his Spies, Hernan Cortes gave 


he neceſſary Orders for the Defence of his Quar- 
ers; and immediately conſidered on the Puniſh- 
ent thoſe Delinquents deſerved, being already 
e ndemned to Death by the Laws of War. But 
he. thought, that to kill them without the Know- 
ledge of the Enemy, would be Juſtice without Ter- 
ror: And as he did not ſo much want to ſatisfy 
himſelf, as to terrify them, he gave Orders, that 
the moſt obſtinate of them (which were fourteen or 
fifteen) ſnould have ſome their Hands, and the 
reſt their Thumbs cut off; and in this Manner diſ- 
miſſed them, bidding them tell Acotencal from him, 
that he was now waiting for him; and that he ſent 
them alive, that he might not loſe the Informations 
they carried of his Fortifications. 
Tux Indian Army (that was now marching to the 
Enterprize) was ftruck with Horror at this bloody 


Spectacle: They ſtood aſtoniſned, as well at the 


Novelty, 
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Novelty, as at the Rigour of the Puniſnment; and 
Micotencal more than all the reſt: at the Diſcovery oi 
his Deſigns; this being the firſt Stroke which touch d 
his Mind, and began to ſtagger his Reſolution; for 
he was perſuaded that thoſe Men could not have 
diſcovered his Spies, and penetrated his Thoughts, 
without the Help of ſome Divinity; on which Re- 
ſection he began to be troubled, and doubtful which 
Way he ſhould: manage; but when he was now in- 
clined to reſolve on a Retreat, he found it nece 
by another Accident; and that which his Obſti 
refuſed, was no done without his Conſent: For at 
this Time ſeveral Miniſters arrived from the Senate, 
who, by cheir Authority, informed him, that he 
muſt deliver up his Staff of General; for tliat by 
reaſon of his Diſobedience, and the Inſolence of his 
Anſwers, they had revoked the Power, by virtue 
of which he commanded the Arms of the Repub- 
lick. They alſo ordered the Captains not to obey 
him, upon Pain of being declated Traitors. to their 
Country. Now as this News came immediatehy on 
the Back of that Confuſion, which the Diſmembring 
of the Spies had cauſed in all, and in XA3catencal the 
Penetration of his Secret, no Man was ſo bold a8 
to reply; but on the contrary, all ſubmitted themi- 
klves to the Commands of the Republick ; andthe 
Forces, prepared for carrying on the War, diſperſed 
vith extraordinary Readineſs; the Caziques marched 
to their own Lands; the Tlaſcalans took the Rbad 
to the City, without expecting farther Orders; and 
cotencal, who was now leſs reſolute, thoughthim- * 
elf happy, that they had taken the Command out 
of his Hands, and returned to the City attended 
nly by his Friends and Relations; where he ap- 
peared before the Senate, ill covering his Vexatiorm 
ath this Shew of his Obedience; | 


Tex 
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Tux Spaniards were that Night upon the Watch, 
and reſted the next Day without being negligent; 
for they were not well aſſured of the Intention of 
the Enemy, though the Indians that were brought 
under Contribution affirmed, that the Army was 
broke up, and a Treaty of Peace reſolved on. They 
continued thus in Suſpenſe till the next Day in the 
Morning, when the Centinels diſcovered a Troop 
of Indians, who ſeemed to them to come with Bur- 
dens on their Backs along the Road of Tlaſcals, 
Hernan Cortes ordered the Centinels to retire to the 
Place, and let them draw near. At the Head of 
this Troop came four Perſons of Rank well adorned, 
whoſe Habit and white Feathers denoted Peace; 
behind them came their Servants ; and after them, 
twenty or thirty Indian Tamenes loaded with Pro- 
viſions. From Time to Time they ſtopp'd, a 
fearful to approach, and made Signs of Reſpect and 
Humility towards the Quarters : They bowed thei 
Bodies till they touch'd the Earth with their Hands, 
and then raiſed themſelves, putting them to their 
Lips; a Reſpect they only ſnew'd to their Princes; 
and being come nearer, they paid their laſt Ho- 
mages with the Smoak of their Cenſers. Then 
Donna Marina appeared upon the Wall, and aſked 
them in their Language, From whom, and for 
what Purpoſe they came? They anſwered, From 
the Senate and Republick of Tlaſcala, and to treit 
of Peace. Upon which they were permitted to 

enter; ebe | 3:08 
. Hernan CorTEs received them with prope! 
State and Gravity; and they repeating their Bo 
and Perfumes, delivered their Embaſſy, which con- 
ſiſted of ſeveral Excuſes for what had paſſed, ir: 
volous, but ſufficient in the main to ſhew thel 
Repentance. They ſaid, That the Otomies and 
«< Chontales, barbarous Nations of their Confede 
' : 8 racy 


fel 
nd 
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&« racy, had aſſembled their Troops, and made 
War, cohtrary to the Opinion of the Senate, 
« whoſe Authority had not been able to repreſs 
«the firſt Sallies of their Fierceneſs; but that they 
« were now diſarmed, and the Republick very de- 
«' ſirous of Peace: That they did not only bring 
« with them the Voice of the Senate, but of che 
Nobles and common People, to requeſt that 
* they would march ' prefently with all their Sol- 
4 diers to the City, where they might ſtay as long 
« as they pleaſed with Security, and where they 


« ſhould be ſerved and reſpected as Children of 


«the Sun, and Brothers of their Gods.** And 
thus they concluded their Diſcourſe, without being 
able handſomely to cover their Artifice in what 
related to the paſt War, but with ſome Shew of 
Sincerity in their Propoſition of Peace. 

' Hernan Cox rs a ſecond Time affected Seve- 
rity ; and" reſtraining his inward Complacency from 
appearing on his - Countenance, only anſwered, 
« That they ſhould underſtand, and tell the Senate 
«from him, that it was no ſmall Demonſtration 
* of his Goodneſs to admit and hear them, when 
they might juſtly fear his Indignation as Delin- 
« gquents, and ought to receive Laws as Vanquiſh- 
ed: That the Peace they propoſed was agreeable 
<« to his Inclination; but that they ſought it aſter 
too unjuſt and: obſtinate a War to obtain it eaſily; 
c or ſuddenly: That he would ſee how they per · 
ſevered in deſiring it, and what they did to de- 
« ſerve it: And in the mean Time, he would en- 
* deavour to appeaſe the Anger of his Captains, 
<« and ſooth the Juſtice of his Arms; ſuſpending 
the Puniſhment with an up-lifted Arm, that they 


* 


* might, with their Amendment, make uſe of 


* what Time there was between the Threat and the 
OO | 
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Cox rxs anſwered them in this Manner, to gain 
ſome Time to recover of his In b and to 
uire better into the Sincerity of their Propoſal; | 
for which End he thought it neceſſary, that thoſe 
Meſſengers ſhould return doubtful. o the Succeſs 
of N Negotiation, wg the 3 ſhould grow 
and backward, by finding him 152 eaſy, or 
— ma of the Peace; or in this Sort of Affairs, 
that which ſeems the fartheſt Way about, is often 
the ſhorteſt Cut; and Difficulties well W are 
better than e 


** * Ld 3 * * * 1 —_— 


CHAP. XXI. 


New Ambaſſadurs come from nn to the 
Spaniſh Quarters, to obſtruct the Peace with 
Tlaſcala. The Senate perſeueres in defiring 

it; and Xicotencal takes upon i: if th 


Negotiation. - 
Fame of the Spaniards crank with theſe 
Victories; and Motezuma, who had frequent 
Aces of what paſſed in 7 laſtala, by the Obſer- 
vation of his Miniſters, and the Diligence of his 
Couriers, began to be more apprehenfive of his 
r, when he ſaw that warlike Nation, which 
had ſo often refiſted his Armies, — and van- 
quiſhed by ſo ſmall a Number of 3 1 
— the Actions which were repo 
Strangers; and feared, that when ho — 7. ſes 
laus were reduced to their Obedience, they might 
make uſe of their Rebellion, and of their 56-01 
and aim at greater Matters, to the Damage of his 
Empire. But it is very remarkable, that in the 
Midſt of ſo many Perplexities and Suſpicions, he 
| i 
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did not bethink himſelf of his Power, or of form: 
ing an Army for his Defence and Security; on the 
contrary, without attempting to aſſemble his People, 
or daring to declare War, (as if with-held by. ſome 
ſuperior Genius that over-awed his Spirit) he made 
w; of, political Arts, and was fluctuating, among 


gentle Means. At this Time he had in view to 


prevent the Union of the Spaniards, and Tlaſcalans z 
and he did not think amiſs; for where there wants 
Reſolution, Prudence is wont to be very watchful 
and diligent. To this End, he reſolved to ſend a 
new Embaſſy and Preſent to Cortes: The Pretence 
was to congratulate him upon the good Succeſs of 
his Arms, and his aſſiſting him to chaſtize the In- 
ſolence of his Enemies the Tlaſcalans ; but the prin- 
cipal End was, to deſire, with new Inſtances, that. 
he would not think of coming to his Court, laying. 
before him greater Difficulties, which obliged him 
not to grant Permiſſion, The Ambaſſadors, had 
ſecret Inſtructions to look into the State of the 
Tlaſcalan War, and endeavour (in caſe there was a 
Talk of Peace, and the Spaniards ſeemed inclinable 
to it) to divert and obſtruct the Concluſion, with- 
out diſcovering their Prince*s Concern, . or quitting. 


count, and waited his Orders. 
Nobility came with this Embaſſy; and travelling 
with ſome Circumſpection on the Borders of TI 
cala, arrived at the Quarters a little after the Mi- 
niſters of the Republick were departed, Hernan 
Cortes received them with great Kindneſs and Cour- 
teſy; for Motezuma's Silence had given him ſome 


received the Preſent with Thanks (being worth 
about a thouſand Pieces of Eight, in ſeveral Pieces 
of light Gold, beſides other Curioſities of Feathers 

Vor. I. . and 


their Negotiation, till they had given him an Ac-, 


Five Mexicans of the greateſt Rank among the 


Uneaſineſs. He heard the Embaſly graciouſly, and 
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the Senate, by atoning with this Action 


der their Manner. He was of more than a middle 
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Stature! well-made, father luſty than corpulent : 
His Habit was à white Mantle, put on after a hand- 
ſome Manner, with ſome Jewels in their proper 
Places: His Face was of no agreeable Proportion, 
but yet ſuch as infuſed Reſpect, and more obſerva- 
ble for its Boldneſs than Deformity. He came be- 
fore Cortes with the free Air of a Soldier; and ha- 
ving paid His Reſpects, took his Seat, told who he 
was, and began his Speech: © Confeſſing ' that he 
« was wholly to blame for the paſt War, beheving 
* that' the Spaniards were Favourers of Motezuma, 
« whoſe Nate he abhorred; but that now, av the 
i firft Witneſs of their gallant Actions, he came 
* with- the Merit of a Perſon ſubmitting; to pu 
«© himſelf into the Hands of his Conqueror; ho- 
ping by this Submiſſion and Acknowledgment td 
obtain Pardon for his Republick, whoſe Name, 
« Power and Authority he had, not to propoſe, 
„hut with! all- Submiffion to requeſt Peace, and to 
« accept it” upon his own” Terms: That he aſked 
«© jt oñce, and twice, and thrice, in the Name of 
© che Senate; Nobles, and: Commons of Taſcala, 
© intresting hitn with all Earneſtnefs to honour the 
« City: immediately with his Preſence, where he 
© ſhotld find Qgarters provided for all his Men, and 
* all the Reſpect and Service he could expect from 
e thoſe w RO being brave, ſubmitted to intreat and 
* obey: But he would only pray him, (and that 
* not as & Condition of the 1 but as an Act 
of his on Goodneſs) that the Inhabitants might. 
de well uſed, and their Gods and Wives protected 
from military Liberty.“ 1 ; 
Cox rEs was ſo pleaſed with the Diſcourſe and 
Freedom of Meotencal, that he could not forbear 
ſhewing it in his Countenance to thoſe who ſtood 
by; ſuffering himſelf to be carried away by the Re- 
ſpect due tò valiant Men; but he ordered Donna 
IT. 0 | Marina 
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Marina to tell him ſo, that he might not think it 
was the Propoſal with which he was ſo much plea- 
ſed; and then, reſuming his Gravity, laid before 
him, not- without ſome Vehemence, ho little 
& Reaſon his Republick had to make ſuch an un- 
& juſt War, or he to ſupport ſuch a Piece of In. 
<« juſtice with ſo much Obſtinacy.”* Upon which 
he enlarged as far as was neceſſary, without being 
tedious; and after having exaggerated the Crime, 
to enhance the Value of the Pardon, he concluded, 
« granting the Peace they, deſired, and promiſing 
tc that no Violence or Extortion ſhould be com. 
& mitted by the Army in their March.“ To which 
he added, that when he went to their City, he 
would give them Notice of it in Time, that they 
might make the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for his Entry 
and Deen oo 3 lot anfoat, 04.250 - 
X1coTENCAL was much concerned at this Delay, 
looking on it as a Pretence for the better examining 
into the Sincerity of the Treaty; and turning his 
Eyes upon the Audience, Lou have Reaſon, 
„ (faid he) Great Teules, (ſo they called their Gods) 
* to chaſtiſe our Sincerity with your Diſtruſt : But 
e if it be not ſufficient to gain your Belief, when 
* the whole Republick of Tlaſcala ſpeaks to you 
« by me, I, who am the Captain-General of their 
Armies, and theſe Gentlemen of my Retinue, 
% who are the principal Nobles, and greateſt wy 4 
< tains of my Nation, will remain as Hoſtages tor 
* your Security, and continue in your Power, or 
*; be impriſoned during the whole Time you ſhall 
«© ſtay in our City.” Hernan Cortes was much ſa- 
tisfied with this Offer; but as he always deſired to 
appear ſuperior, he anſwered, ** That there was no 
& Occaſion for ſuch an Argument to convince him, 
„that they deſired that which was ſo much for 
& their Intereſt ; nor did his Men ftand in need of 
Fe | &« Hoſtages 
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« Hoſtages to enter their City in Security, and 


% 


« maintain themſelves there without Fear, as the 
& had already maintained themſelves in the Mid 
« of their Armies; but that 'the Peace remained 
« firm, and ſecured in his Word; and he would 
& march as ſoon as he could diſpoſe Matters for it.“ 
With this he broke up the Conference, and waited 
upon them as far as the Gate of his Quarters, where 
he again embraced Xicotencal; and giving him his 
Hand, told him at parting, ** That he would no 
longer delay the returning of his Viſit, than only 
&« the ſhort Time that was neceſſary to diſpatch the 
« Ambaſſadors of Motezuma. Which Words gave 
ſufficient Life to the Negotiation, tho? they ſeem'd 
to drop by Chance. 
Hz then ſtaid with the Mexicans; and they made 
a Jeſt of the Peace, and of thoſe who propoſed it, 
proceeding ſo far as to blame (and not without a 
diſpleaſing Liberty) the Eaſineſs with which the 
Spaniards ſuffered themſelves to be perſuaded ; and 
turning to Cortes, they told him, as by way of In- 
ſtruction, That they much wondered ſo wiſe a 
Man ſhould not have found out the Tlaſcalans; 
« a barbarous People, who ſupported themſelves 
* more by their Deceits than their Forces: That 
* he ſhould look well to what he was doing; for 
* that they only endeavoured to bring him into a 
* careleſs Security, that by the Help of that Ad- 
* vantage they might deſtroy both him and his 
* Men.” But when they ſaw that he ſtood fixed 
0 his Word, declaring that he could not refuſe 
Peace to them that deſired it, nor forget the chief 
Um and Intention of his Arms, they ſtood for 
ome Time thoughtful ; the Reſult of which was to 
lefire him, (their Perſuaſion being now turned to a 
Requeſt) that he would delay his March to Tlaſcala 
or ſix Days, in which Time the two chiefeſt of 


Q 3 their 
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their Number ſhould go and inform their Prince af 
Ahe had paſſed, 3nd the rſt would tay there 
expect his Reſolution. To this Hernan Cortes con- 
ſented ; for he did not think it proper to break _ 
through the Reſpect due to Motezuma, but rather 

to wait the Succeſs of this Expedition, which might 
poſſibly remove thoſe Difficulties he made of ſuffer, 
ing himſelf to be ſeen. And thus he made his Ads 
vantage of the Inclinations he found in the Tlaſca- 
lans and Mexicans, and heightened the Importance 
of the Peace, cauſing it to be deſired by ſome, 
and feared by others. 
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VVV 
„„ c aod ER 
An Account of the Voyage of thoſe 0 ent by 
Cortes into Spain; with the Oppofition and 
Impediments that retarded their Diſpatches. 


T is now reaſonable that we return. tothe Cap- 
. tains Monſo Hernandez Porto Carrers and Frank 
L ciſco de Montejo, who failed; from Vera Cruz 
with the Preſent, and Letters for the King; the 
firſt Account, and the firſt Tribute of New Spain. 
They had a proſperous Voyage, tho they might 
have run a Riſque by not complying literally with 
their Orders; the Interpretation of which very often 

ruins Affairs, and rarely hits with the Intention of 
Q 4 the 
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the Superior. Franciſco de Montejo had a certain 
Farm allotted for his Share in the Iſland of Cuba 
near the Havana; and when they came in Sight of 
Cape St. Anton, he propoſed to his Companion, and 
the Pilot Juan de Alaminos, to put in there, and 
furniſh themſelves with ſome Proviſions, to help 
them out in their Voyage : For this Dwelling bein 
ſo far from the City of St. Jago, where Diego 2 
ez reſided, they ſhould deviate but little from the 
Subſtance of the Order Cortes had given them, tg 
keep at a Diſtance from Diego Velaſquez's Govern- 
ment. He obtained his Deſire, and enjoy'd the 
Satisfaction of ſeeing his Home; but ran the 
Riſque of loſing not only the Veſſel, but alſo the 
Preſent, and the whole Buſineſs with which he was 
intruſted : For Diego Velaſquez, whom his Jealouſy 
of Cories kept continually watchful, had diſtributed 
Spies among all the Habitations on the Coaſt, to 
give him an Account of whatſoever happened, 
ſuſpẽcting that Cortes would ſepd ſome of his Ships 
to the Iſland of St. Domingo, to give an Account 
of his Diſcovery, and aſk Succour of the Religious 
Governors ; which Application he was deſirous to 
prevent and obſtruft. By this Means he was pre- 
ſently acquainted with what paſſed in the Dwellin 
of Montejo; and in a very few Hours dif hey 
away two light Sailors, well mann'd and furniſh'd 
with Artillery, with Orders to take that Ship of 
Cortes at all Riſques. This was put in Execution 
with ſo much Diligence, that the Pilot Alaminos had 
Occaſion for all his Skill, and good Fortune, to 
avoid the Danger which hazarded all the Advances 
made: in New Spain. 
BERNTAL Diaz per CasTiLLo reflects, with 
very little Reaſon, on the Reputation of Franciſco 


de Monteja (worthy of better Treatment, both on 


Account of his Quality and Courage). 'He charges 
F few 200d WRETRS WZN 1904-C. fit 
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him with betraying the Truſt which Cortes had res 
ſed in him; and ſays, he went aſhore to his 
Houſe, with a Deſign to ſet aſide the Voyage, by 


Ship; that he writ him a Letter of Advice, and 
ſent it by a Sailor, who ſwam aſhore ; and. other 
Circumſtances without Foundation; in which he 
| afterwards contradicts himſelf, by mentioning par- 


ciſco de Montejo oppoſed the Agents and Favourers 
of Diego Velaſquez at the Court; but writes alſo, 
that the Enyoys of Cortes did not find the Empe- 


ror in Spain; and affirms ſeveral other Matters, by 
which *tis ealily perceiv'd with what Facility he 


read his Works with Caution, where he has not 
been inform*d by his own Eyes. In fine, they 
continued their Courſe by the Channel of Bahamas 
Anton de Alaminos being the firſt Pilot who threw 
himſelf into the Danger of thoſe Currents; and at 


with which the Waters precipitate themſelves. be- 
tween the Lucaian Iflands and Florida, to paſs 
quickly into the open Sea, and fruſtrate the De- 
igns of Velaſquez. 3 | 

Tux Weather favour'd them, and they arrived at 
devi! in October, in an unlucky Conjuncture; for 
here they found the Chaplain Benito Martin, who 


ommiſſion of the King's Lieutenant, and was 
vaiting for a Veſſel to return to Cuba. This Ac- 


antage, complaining of Hernan Cortes, and thoſe 
ho came in his Name, before the Miniſters of the 


is, 
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giving Diego Velaſquez an Opportunity of ſeizing the 


ticularly with what Reſolution and Activeneſs Fran- 


gave Ear to every Thing: And 'tis neceſſary to 


that Time there was Occaſion for all the Violence 


ame to the Court (as we have ſaid) to ſolicit the 
Intereſt of Diego Velaſquez, to whom he had ſeat his 


dent very much ſurpriz'd him, and being already 
ntroduced and . kngwn, he made uſe of this Ad- 


ontratation (as they now call it) of the Indies, that 
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„ from thoſe Countries which he was cotnmiſ: 


Pilot Alaminos, departed for Barce 


224 The His ToRY of the Bek III. 


& together with all that was in her, as — 


< fioned to conquer: That the landing on the 
& Provinces upon the Continent was dome by 
Stealth, and without Authority; Cortes, and 
< thoſe with him, having made uſe of that Fleet 
«* which Diego Velaſquez had equipped for the ſame 
« Enterprize : That the Captains Porto Carrero and 
« Montejo ought to be ſeverely puniſhed ; or a 
& leaſt, the Veſſel, with her Cargo, ought to be 
& ſeized, till fuch Time as they proved their Right, 
and the Authority of their Cominiffion.** Diez 
Velaſquez had many Friends in Sevi; for he wa 
liberal in his Preſents; and this is the ſame Thit 

as to have Juſtice on one's Side, af leaſt in doubt 

Caſes, where the Judgment commonly follows the 
Inclination. The Chaplain's Charge was admitted, 
and the Veſſel ſeized, the Envoys of Cortes being 
1 (as a conſiderable Grace) to reſort to the 


Sr | . 5 
Wirz this Permiſſion the two _— and tht 

na, believing 
they ſhould find the Court in that City; but they 
came juſt as the King was gone to Corunna, whither 
he had ſummon'd the Eſtates of Caſtile, and where 
he had prepared his Navy to paſs over into Flay 
ders, having now been ſome Time preſs*d by the 


Germans to accept of the Imperial Crown. They 


did not think fit to follow the Court, to avoid be- 
ing obliged to diſcourſe in haſte on à Matter of 
ſuch Importance, which in the Hurry of the Jour- 
ney, would make little Impreſſion by its ſurprizing 
Novelty, and not be duly conſider d. Upon which 
Reflection they took the Road of Medellin, with 3 


Deſign to viſit Martin Cortes, and try if they could 
828 ; OE perſuade 
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perſuade him to go with them to the Preſence of 
the King, and authorize, by his grey Hairs, the 
lnſtances of his Son. They were receiv*d by that 
venerable old Man with all the Tenderneſs they 
could expect from a troubled and diſconſolate Fa- 
ther, who had already bewail'd the Death of a Son, 
in whom now he found, together with the News 
of his Life, as much to admire in his Actions, as 
to celebrate in his Fortune. | 

H determined to go preſently with them; and 
being informed that the Emperor (for fo. we ſhall 
call him now) would make ſome Stay in Tordefillas 


to take Leave of his Mother, the Queen Donna 


Juanna, and diſpatch ſome Affairs relating to his 
Journey, they there attended his coming, and had 
their firſt Audience, being favoured by an oppor- 
tune Accident; for the Miniſters at Sevil not daring 
to detain, by way of Embargo, what came on ac- 
count of the Emperor, it happen' d that Cortes's 
Preſent, and the Indians of the new Conqueſt, ar- 
rived at the ſame Time. This occaſioned the ſur- 

izing Things which they related to be the better 
eard; for thoſe Curioſities of Gold, valuable for 
the Art, as well as Matter, the curious fine Works 
of Feathers and Cotton, and thoſe rational Creatures 


of ſuch extraordinary Phyſiognomy, that they 


looked like Men of another Species, were ſo many 
other Teſtimonies to make their wonderful Ac- 
count believed. | | 

Taz Emperor heard them very graciouſly; and the 
firſt Motion of his Royal Mind was to turn to God 
and give him humble Thanks, that new Kingdoms 
were diſcovered in his Time, where he might intro- 


duce his holy Name, and ſpread: the Goſpel. He 


had feveral Conferences with them, and inform'd 
himſelf very carefully of the Affairs of that new 
World, of the Dominions and Forces of Mote- 

zuma. 
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zuma, and of the Quality and Capacity of Cortes. 
He aſked the Pilot Alaminos ſome Queſtions con- 
cerning the Navigation, and ordered the Indian, 
ſhould be carried to Sevil, that they might preſerve 
their Healths better in a more temperate Climate; 
and by what could be gather'd at that Time of his 
good Diſpoſicion to encourage that Undertaking, 
his Reſolves would have been ſhort and favourable, 
if he had not been taken up with other Affairs of 
the utmoſt Importance. 5 | 
| Fare came Letters every Day from the Cities, 
with Propoſitions little reſpe&tful. ' Caſtile com- 
plained that her Cortes were obliged to aſſemble in 
Galicia; the Kingdom was jealous of the King's 
Regard for the Empire; their Profeſſions of Obe- 
dience were mixed with Proteſtations ; and, in ſhort, 
by little and little, the Seed of Rebellion began to 
take Root among the People. They all loved the 
King, and all loſt their Reſpect: They were trou- 
bled at his Abſence, and lamented the Want of 
him; and this natural Love, converted into Paſſion, 
or not well governed, in a ſhort Time threatened 
the Loſs of his Dominion, The Emperor reſolved 
to haſten his Journey, that he might be at a Di- 
ſtance from their Complaints; and he put it in 
Execution accordingly, believing he ſhould return 
in a ſhort Time, and then, without much Diffi- 
culty corre& thoſe ill Humours he left in Motion. 
The Succeſs was anſwerable to his Expectations 
but tho? we confider the high Motives which 
obliged him to take that Voyage, we cannot but 
acknowledge, he ran a very great Riſque. And, 
in Truth, he conſiders but little his Health, who 
runs into Exceſſes, upon a Suppoſition that he ſhall 
find Remedies in Time of Neceſſity. _ 22 

Uyron Account of theſe Diſturbances, the De- 
mand of Cortes was referred to Cardinal Adrian _ 
3 l 


T 
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the Aſſembly of Prelates and Miniſters, who were 
of his Council in the Government, during the Ab- 
ſence of the Emperor, with Orders, that after a 
Hearing before the Council of the Indies, they 
ſhould take a Medium with Regard to the Preten- 
ſions of Diego Velaſquez, and encourage the Diſ- 
covery and ſpiritual Conqueſt of that Country, 
which now was known by the Name of New Spain. 
Taz Preſident of this Council (which was form'd 
ſome few Days. before) was Juan Rodriguez de Fon- 
ſeca Biſhop of Burgos, aſſiſted by Hernando de Vega 
Lord of Grajal, Don Franciſco Zapata, Don Anto- 
nio de Padilla of the Royal Council, and Pedro de 
Martir of Angleria, Protonotary of Aragon. The 

Preſident was very well ſkill'd in the Affairs of the 
Indies, of which he had had the Management a 
long while, and all gave Way to his Authority and 

Experience. He openly favoured Diego Velaſquez, 
either for that the Chaplain's Reaſons weighed witng 
him, or elſe for the good Opinion he had of the 

GoVernor-. Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo relates the 
Cauſe of this Partiality with a tedious Indecency. 
But as he only ſays what he heard, tis likely there 
is little or nothing in it. That which cannot be de- 
nied is, that the Cauſe of Cortes ſuffered much by 
what he urged againſt him, giving an ill Name to 
his Conqueſt, and treating it as a Crime of evil 
Conſequence: He repreſented, that Diego Velaſquez, 
by Vir;ue .of the Title given him by the Emperor, 

was Chief of the Undertaking, and in Juſtice, of 

the Means by which it was proſecuted : He urged 
he little Reliance there was on a Man in Rebellion 

againſt his own Superior, and how much ſuch Prin- 
iples of Sedition ought to be feared in Provinces 
lo remote: He proteſted the Damages which might 
nfue: And, in fine, preſs'd his Remonſtrances 
rith ſo much Vigour, that he put both the Car- 


dinal, 
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dinal, and thoſe of the Aﬀembly to a Stand; 
They were very ſenſible that he appeared over 
zealaus in the Cauſe of Velafquez ;, yet they would 
not preſume to determine ſo important a Point 
againſt ſo able a Miniſter; nor did 5 hold it 


convenient to give Cortes Occaſion of Diſcontent, 
when he was ſo employed, and when they were 
in Truth obliged to him for the greateſt Diſcovery 
that had been made. Theſe Doubts and O 
ſitions ſo retarded their Reſolution, that the 
peror returned from his Journey, and other Agents 


arrived from Cortes before they came to any De- 


termination. upon his Pretenſions. All that Mar. 
tin Cortes and his Friends could obtain, Was, an 
Allowance of ſome Part of the Treaſure for their 
Expences, out of thoſe Effects which were ſeized 
at Sevil; with which moderate Supply they were 
two Tears in the Court, following the Councils, 
like. unregarded Pretenders; the Intereſt: of the 
Monarchy at that Time being made a private Af. 
fair, contrary to the many Inſtances, where private 
Intereſt. is made that of the Publick. 


. 
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Motezuma- endeavours to break the Peace if 
Tlaſcala. The People of that Republick con- 
tinue their Inſtances. Hernan Cortes fur- 
ſues: his March, and makes his Entry int0 
that City. 


[ I the ſix Days that Hernan Cortes con- 
tinued in his Quarters to comply with the 
Maxicans, it was known by: freſh Experience, "_ 

| What 


le 
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Eatpeſtneſs the People of Taſcals defired 
; and hay jealous they were of the diligent 
octations of 3 The Ambaſſadors, 
were. expected, came within the prefixed 
. — and ys received with the uſual Civility: 
There came fix. Gentlemen off the Royal Family, 
wich a very ſplendid Attengance, and another Pre- 
like the former, but ſomething greater in Va- 
e. One of them ſpoke, and (not without pre- 
medidated Words, and Exaggerations) laid before 
bim. How much the ſupreme Emperor (and at 


6, the, mentioning of his Name, they all humbled 


6 themſelves very low), deſired to be a Friend and 
Confederate of on eat Prince whom the Spa- 
«. giards obeyed ; Majeſty appeared with ſo 
« great a —_—_— in the Valour of his Subjects, 
«+ that he found; himſelf; inclined to pay a yearly. 
+. Tribute, dividing; with him thoſe Riches. with 
e which he abounded;; for that he held him in great 
« Venesation; conſidering him as the Offspring ofi 
«, the. Sun, or, at leaſt, Lord of all thoſe; moſti 
4 happy, Regions, where Light is, firſt produced. 
. But: that two. Conditions were neceſſarihy previous 
+ to this Agreement: Firſt, that Hernan Curtes and) 
« - his People ſhould make no League with thoſe of 
« Tlaſcala; for that it would by no Means bei 
«right, after being ſo much obliged by the Gifts. of 
« * Motezama, to take Part with his Enemies; and; 
« - fecondly, that they ſhould lay aſide all Thoughts: 
10 of marching to Mexico, a Deſign. which was nei- 
ther poſſible nor reaſonable; for that by the 
< Laws of the Empire, the King, could-not ſuffer» 
* himſelf to be ſeen by Strangers, nor would his: 
Subjects permit it: That they ſhould ſeri 
conſider the Dangers of both — raſh Under 
« _ takings; for that the Tlaſcalans were ſa inclined: 
6 to W and Robbery, that — only: 
66 ea- 
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« endeavour to bring them into a falſe Security, in 


„ order to be revenged, and to ſeize that Gold 
& wherewith the Emperor had enriched them: 


«© And that the Mexicans were ſo zealous: for their 


“ Laws, and ſo ſtubborn a People, that his Autho- 


<« rity would not be ſufficient to reſtrain them; 
© nor could the Spaniards have juſt Reaſon to com- 


plain of what they ſhould ſuffer, after they had 
* been ſo often admoniſhed of the Danger.“ Thus 


did the Mexican deliver himſelf ;- and all the Em- 
baſſies and Cares of Motezuma tended to hinder: the 
Spaniards from coming nearer. After the Preſages 
which had happened, he looked upon them with 
Horror; and feigning Obedience to his Gods, made 
that a Point of Religion which was only his Faint- 
heartedneſs: Cortes at that Time ſuſpended his An- 
ſwer; and only ſaid. *Twas but reaſonable they 
< ſhould reſt after their Journey, and that he would 
„ diſpatch them very ſoon.” He deſired they 
ſhould be Witneſſes of the Peace of Tlaſcala ; and 
likewiſe thought it of Importance to detain them, 
leſt Afozezuma ſhould be inraged at the Account of 
his Reſolution, and begin to put himſelf upon his 
Guard; for he knew how unprovided he was at 


| that Time, and with what Facility he could form 


his Armies. 


Tuxsx Embaſſies, to which the 7 laſcalans attri- 
buted the Delay of Cortes, gave them ſo much Un- 
eaſineſs, that the Government came to a Reſolution 


(as the laſt Proof of their Affection) to go to his 


Quarters in the Form of a Senate, in order to con- 


duct him to their City, determining not to return till 
they had convinced him of the r of their 
Treaty, and broke off the Negociations of the 
Mexicans. The Appearance was folemn and nume- 
rous, with Ornaments and Feathers of a Colour de- 
noting Peace. The Senators were __ in 
e airs 
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Chairs upon the Stioulders of inferior Officers; and 
in the moſt honourable Rank Magiſcatzin; (who al- 
ays favoured the Spaniards) and the Father of A. 
otencal, a venerable old Man, who had loft his 
Sight with Age, but without any Detriment tc his 
nderſtanding ; for he ſtill preſerved the Character 
of a wife Man among the Counſellors. A little be- 
ore they came to the Houſe where Cortes expected 
Them, they alighted ; and the Blind Man advancing 
oremoſt, deſired thoſe who led him to bring him 
ear the Captain of the Eaſtern People. He em- 
Wraced him with extraordinary Satisfaction; then 
ouched ſeveral Parts of him, as if he were deſi- 
ous to know him, and ſupply with his Hands the 
Defect of his Sight. They all ſeated themſelves; 
nd at the Requeſt of Magiſcatzin, the blind Man 
poke after this Manner : 
„Now valiant Captain, (whether you be of mor- 
tal Race or not) you hold in your Power the 
Senate of Tlaſcala, the utmoſt Proof of our Sub- 

* miſſion. We come not to excuſe the Errors of. 
our Nation, but to take them upon ourſelves, 
depending upon our own Sincerity for your For- 

* giveneſs. We were the Men who reſolved upon 
the War; but we are likewiſe the Men who have 


determined Peace: The firſt was haſty, and the 


ſecond flow ; but Reſolutions well conſideted are 
* not uſually the worſt: On the contrary, it re- 
quires Pains to efface that which hath been im- 
preſſed with Difficulty z and I can aſſure you, 
that the very Delay hath given us a greater 
Knowledge of your Valour, ahd laid a deeper 
Foundation of our Conſtancy. We are not ig- 
norant that Motezuma endeavours to diſſuade 
you from our Confederacy : Hearken to him as 
* you would to our Enemy, if you will not con- 
* ſider him as a Tyrant, as ſurely he ſhould appear, 
Vo. I. N « ſince 
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& fince he perſuades you to act unjuſtly. We do 
* nat defire your Aſſiſtance againſt him, for pro- 
„ yided you are not on his Side, our own Forces 
6c are ſufficient ; and we ſhall only be ſorry that 
* you truſt your Security to his Offers, becauſe we 
. aq acquainted with his Artifices and Subtilties. 
« Here in my Blindneſs ſome Lights offer them. 
6 ſelves, which diſcover to me your Danger at 2 
* Diſtance. Perhaps Tlaſcala ſhall be famous in 
the World for the Defence of your Cauſe ; but let 
66 us leave your being undeceived to Time, it needy 
no Prophecy to explain what may be fo ealily 
46 gathered from his Tyranny, and Our Fidelity. 
„% Nou have already offered us Peace: If Mate- 
% guma does not hinder you, what is it that does? 
« Why do you deny Gur earneſt Requeſts? Why 


do you forbear to honour our City with your Pre- 


« ſence? We are come reſolved at once to gain 
your good Will and Confidence, or put our Li- 
* berty into your Hands; therefore chuſe which of 
0 the two is moſt grateful. As to ourſelves there 
* is no Medium between the two Fortunes, of be- 
« ing either your Friends, or your Priſoners.” 
Tavs did the venerable old Man conclude his 
Speech, that there might not be wanting an Appius 
Claudius in this Council, like to the other, who 
made an Oration in the Senate againſt the Eprrotes; 
and it muſt be confeſſed, that the Tlaſealans were 
Men of more than ordinary Reaſon, as has appezrcd 
in their Government, Actions, and Diſcourſes. Some 
Writers, ill affected to the Spaniſh Nation, treat 
the Indians as Brutes incapable of Reaſon, thereby 
to leſſen the Glory of the Conqueſt. It is true, 
they admired with Simplicity at the Sight of Men 
of another Kind, Colour and Habit; they beheld 4 
Beard as a Thing monſtrous, (Nature having de- 
nied it them); they gave Gold for Glaſs; and d. 


icy. 
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lieved Fire-Arms to be Lightning, and Horſes to 
be wild Beaſts: But all was the Effect of Novelty, 
which does not leſſen the Underſtanding ; for tho 
Admiration ſuppoſes Ignorance, it does not ſuppoſe 
Incapacity z nor can that properly be called Igno- 
rance which proceeds from a Want of due Infor- 
mation. God made them rational; and notwith- 
ſtanding he permitted their Blindneſs, he did not 
the leſs endow them with all the Capacity and Gifts 
of Nature, that were neceſſary for the Preſervation 
of their Species, and the Perfection of his own 
Work. But let us return to our Narration, leſt we 
ſhould do Honour to the Calumny, by being too 
long upon the Defence. FF RR ye 

| CorTss could not reſiſt this Demonſtration of the 
Senate's good Will; nor did he now hope for any 
Thing more, the Time offered to the Mexicans be- 
ing paſs d: He therefore anſwered the Senators 
with much Reſpect, and made them ſome Preſents, 
deſiring by thoſe to confirm to them the Satisfac- 
tion he received, and the Confidence he put in them. 
It was neceſſary to uſe ſome Reſolution and Autho- 
rity to perſuade them to return; which at length 
he effected, after having given his Word to remove 
his Quarters to the City immediately, without any 
more Delay than was neceſſary to aſſemble ſome 
People of the neighbouring Villages, to conduct 
his Artillery and Baggage. They took his Word, 
making him repeat it to them, more out of Aﬀec- 
tion than Suſpicion, and ſo returned well ſatisfied, 


taking upon themſelves the Care of ſending Cortes 


a ſufficient Number of Indians of Burden z and ſcarce 


had the Sun begun to ſhine the next Morning, when 


the Spaniards found five hundred Tamenes at their 


Quarters, ſo officious to ſerve, that they diſputed 
about their Burdens, and made Pretenſions to their 


own Labour. 
R 2 PREPA* 
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' PrEPARATIONS were immediately made for the 
March; and the Men being drawn up in a Body, 
with the Artillery and Baggage in their proper 
Places, they took the Road of Tlaſcala, with al} 
the good Order, Caution, and Care uſually ' ob- 
ferved in this little Army; to which exact Diſci. 
— they owed good Part of their Succeſs. The 

ields on both Sides were filled with innumerable 
Indians, who came forth from their Habitations at 
the Novelty of this Sight; and the Outcries and 
Behaviour of them were ſuch, as might have pafs'4 
for the Clamours and Threatnings of War, if Donn 
Marina had not acquainted the Spaniards, that they 
were accuſtomed in that Manner to-expreſs their 
Joy upon their Feſtivals ; and that celebrating, after 
their Faſhion, the Happineſs they had obtained, 
they bleſt and praiſed their new-acquired- Friends; 
with which In en the Noiſe was the better 
borne: Patience being neceſſary at that Time to 
ſuffer Applauſe. re . 

THe Senators came a conſiderable Way out of 
the City to receive the Spaniards, with all the Often- 
tation and Pomp cuſtomary upon publick Solem- 
nities, attended by the Nobles, who thought it an 
Honour, on thoſe Occaſions, to aſſiſt the Miniſters 
of the Republick. When they came up, they 
made their Reverences, and without farther ſtop- 
ping, turned about and marched before ; ſignifying 
by this haſty Reſpect, how much they deſired to 
forward the March, without detaining thoſe they ac- 
companied. PET 

Ar their Entrance into the City, it reſounded 
with Shouts and Acclamations, a much greater 
Noife than before, becauſe mixed with the diſagree- 
able Mufick of their . Flutes, Drums, and Horns. 
So great was the Concourſe of People, that the 


Officers of the Senate had much Trouble to ma- 


; | nage 
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nage the Multitude, that the Paſſage of the Street 
might be left free. The Women threw various 
Sorts of Flowers on the Spaniards; thoſe who were 
bolder, and leſs reſerved, drew near, and put the 
Flowers into their Hands. The Prieſts dragging 
after them their long Garments in which they ſacri- 
ficed, came out with their Copper Cenſers, and 
without knowing whether they did Right or Wrong, 
expreſs d their Applauſe by the Smoke. They all 
ſhewed in their Countenances the Sincerity of their 
Hearts, but variouſly affected; for Admiration and 
Satisfaction were mixed together, and Joy was 
tempered with Veneration. The Quarters provided, 
which contained all Things neceflary for their Con- 
veniency, and good Entertainment, was the beſt 
Houſe in the City, which had three or four ſpacious 
quare Courts, with ſo many, and ſuch large Cham- 
ders, that Cortes, without any Difficulty, kept all 
his People together there in one Body. He carried 
with him the Ambaſſadors of Motezuma, though 
hey were unwilling, and lodged them near him- 
elf ; becauſe their Perſons were ſecure under his 
protection, and they ſeemed afraid of ſome Vio- 
ence, | 

Taz Entry into, and laſt Reduction of Tla/cala, 

25 on the twenty-third of September of the fame 

ear 15193 a Day on which the Spaniards gained 

Peace, with the Circumſtances of a Triumph, ſo 

lurable, and of ſo great Conſequence for the Con- 

veſt of New Spain, that to this Day they Enjoy 

veral Privileges and Exemptions in that Province 

2 Reward of that firſt Friendſhip ; an honour». 
dle Monument of their antient Fidelity. | 


Pr / WWW. 


2 - £m. 


246 The HIS ToRT of the Book I 


CHAP. III. 


The Deſcription of the City of Tlaſcala. Th 
Senators. complain of the Spamiards | goin 
armed, being grieved at their Diſtruſt. Cort 
tiges them; and endeavours to make then 
quit their Idolatry. 


TLASCALA was in thoſe Days a very pop 
lous City, founded upon four Eminences of dif. 


| Ferent Largeneſs, little diſtant from each other; 


they ran in Length from Eaſt to Weſt, and fear 
in the natural Strength of their Rocks, contain 
within them all the Buildings; forming four Con: 
mands, or diſtinct Wards, which were united, an 
had a Communication by ſeveral Streets with ven 
thick Walls, which ſerved as a Defence to tit 
Town. Theſe Wards were governed by four Cz 
Ziques, who held them as Fiefs, (being deſcend 
from the firſt Founders) but depended on the Senat: 
in which they commonly affiſted, yet under an in 


tire Subjection to its Orders in all State-Affairs, anl 


Appeals made to it by their Vaſſals. The Hou: 
were raiſed moderately high, for they had no ſeconli 
Story: The Building was of Stone, or Brick; a 
inſtead of cooping Roofs of Tiles, they were flat i 
pry, with Galleries. The Streets were narrow au 
erooked, as the Steepneſs and Ruggedneſs of th 
Mountain would allow: A very extraordinary Sitt 
ation and. Architecture, more for Defence thi 

Commodiouſnefs. | 
Tux whole Province was about fifty Leagues i 
Circumference ; the Length, ten from Eaſt to Wel 
the Breadth, four from North to South. A. broke 
mduntamous Country, but very fertile, and wel 
— cultivate 
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cultivated in all Parts, where the Plenty of Streams 
enabled them to improve the Land. It was fur- 
rounded on all Sides with Provinces depending on 
Motezuma ; only on the North the great Cordillera, 
or Ridge of Mountains, rather cloſed them in, than 
divided their Limits; by whoſe inacceſſible Craggs 
they had Communication with the Ofomzes, Toto- 
naques, and other barbarous Nations of their Con- 
federacy. The Towns were many, and near to 
each other : The People from their Childhood in- 
clined to Superſtition, and the Uſe of Arms; in 
the Management of which they exerciſed themſelves 
with great Emulation, whether it was the Climate 
or Neceſſity that made them valiant. They abound- 
ed in Maiz, or Indian Wheat; and this Grain ſo 
well anſwered the Labour of the Huſbandman, that 
it gave the whole Province the Name of Tlaſcala, 
a Word which in their Language ſignifies the Land 
of Bread. They had great Variety of Fruit, and 
very delicious ; Game of all Sorts; and one of their 
plentiful Productions was the Cochinilla, the Uſe of 
which they underſtood not till they were taught it 
by the Spaniards : It is likely it was ſo called from 
the Coccinean, or Scarlet Grain, whence our Grana, 
or Scarlet Dye, likewiſe took its Name; but in 
theſe Parts it is a Kind of Inſet, like a ſmall 
Worm, which is bred, and continues to the laſt 
upon the Leaves of a wild thorny Tree, which they 
called then the wild Tana, or the Wood-Thiltle : 
Now they take great Care of it, as of a Fruit- 
Free, as owing their greateſt Commerce and Profit 
to the precious Dye of thoſe Worms, nothing in- 
ferior to rhe Purple diſcovered by the Ancients in 
the Blood of the Murex, ſo much celebrated for be- 
ing uſed in the Robes of their Kings. I 
Bur the natural Felicity of this Country was not 
without an Allay z for the Neighbourhood of the 
„ Mountains 
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Mountains made it ſubject to great Tempeſts, hor. 
'Tible Hurricanes, and frequent Inundations of the 
River Zabual, which not contented ſome Years with 
the Deſtruction of their Harveſt, and taking away 
Trees by the Roots, was wont to endanger House 
on the Taps of Eminences. It is ſaid, that Zahug! 
in their Language ſignifies the River of the Itch; 
for that thoſe who drank the Waters, or barhed in 
them, were covered with that Diſtemper ; a ſecond 
Malignity of the River. Nor was the Want of Salt 
the leaſt Misfortune that Tlaſcala ſuffered, which 
made them diſreliſh all their Abundance ; hy tho 
they might have brought it eaſily from the Land; 
of Motezuma, in Exchange for their Wheat, they 
held it leſs inconvenient to eat their Victuals with. 
out Seaſoning, than to have an open Commerce 
with their Enemies. 

TuEs E, and other OR of their Govern- 
ment, (which indeed were remarkable in that un- 
poliſhed Feople) cauſed Admiration in the Spani- 
ards, and made them act with Caution. Corte 
difſembled his Apprehenſions, but continued the 
Guards in his Quarters; and when he went out 
into the City with the Indians, he took Part of his 
Men with him, not forgetting their F ire-Arms: The 
Soldiers alſo went together in Companies, and with 
the fame Precaution ; all endeavouring to expreſs a 
Confidence in their new Allies, yet after ſuch a 
W as to have no Appearance of Careleſſneſs. 
But the Indians, who deſired the Friendſhip of the 
Spaniards without any Artifice or Aﬀectation, were 
grieved upon a Point of Honour, that they did 
not lay afid2 their Arms, and give intire Credit to 
their Fidelity ; ; a Point which was debated in the 
Senate; by whoſe Order Magiſcatzin came to ſig- 
nify their Opinion to Cortes; and laid before him, 


. © How unſuitable | thoſe warlike Precautions were in 
bf A 
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« a Place, where all were ſubject, obedient, and 
« deſirous to pleaſe; that the great Vigilance with 
« which the Spaniards lived in their Quarters, 
« ſhewed how little they thought themſelves ſe- 
cure; and that the Soldiers, who paſſed through 
the City with Lightning always upon their Shoul- 
ders, though they did no Hurt, offended more 
« by that Diſtruſt, than if they really committed 
. Violences.” He added, That Arms ſhould be 
looked upon as an uſeleſs Load, where they were 
not neceſſary; and appeared ill among thoſe who 
* were ſincerely Friends, and difarmed :** And con- 
cluded, intreating Cortes after a moſt friendly Man- 
ner, in the Name of the Senate, and all the City, 
* That he would command thoſe Precautions and 
* diſagreeable Appearances to ceaſe, which ſeemed 
* to preſerve Signs.of an unfiniſhed War, or were 
* at leaſt Indications of a ſcrupulous Friendſhip.“ 
CorTEs. anſwered him, „That he was well ſa- 
* tisfied of the Good-will of the People of Tlaſcala, 
and without: the leaft Suſpicion, that any Thing 
could happen in. Breach of that Peace, which 
they had ſo much defired ; that the Guards kept, 
and the Vigilancy obſerved in his Quarters, were 
conformable to the Cuſtom of his Country, where 
the Soldiers lived always after a military Manner, 
* and enured themſelves in Times of Peace to the 
" « Fatigues of War, by which Means they learned 
Obedience, and were accuſtomed-to Vigilance : 
„ That their Arms were an Ornament, and Part of 
their Habit, which they wore ag a Piece of Finery 
belonging to their Profeſſion; for which Reaſon 
** he deſired them to remain affured of his Friend- 
* ſhip, and that they would not think ſtrange of 
* thoſe Things which were proper to the Soldiery, 
and conſiſtent with the Peace he had made with 
0 * Nation. He found the Way to ſatisfy his 
Friends, 
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Friends, without abating any Part of his Caution; 
and Magiſcatzin, a Man of a warlike Spirit, who 
had in his Youth commanded the Arms of the Re- 

ublick; was ſo well pleaſed with this laudable Cu- 
how, that he not only returned without Complaint, 
but was defirous to introduce into their own Armies 


this Kind of Vigilance and Diſcipline, which diftin- 


guiſhed and made good Soldiers. 5 
Wirn this Account the People were quieted, 
and all aſſiſted the Spaniards with a diligent Obſe- 
quiouſneſs, and even Servitude. Every Day diſco- 
vered more of their Good-will. Their Preſents were 
many; all Sorts of wild Fowl, and extraordinary 
Fruits, with ſome Cloaths, and Curioſities of little 
Value. However, it was the beſt the Penury of 
thoſe Mountains could afford, which debarred them 
the Commerce of thoſe Regions, which produced 
Gold and Silver. | | | 
Tux beſt Hall of the Quarters was reſerved for 
a Chapel; in which, upon certain Steps, was raiſed 
an Altar, and ſome Images placed with all poſſible 
Decency. The holy Sacrifice of the Maſs was cele- 
brated every Day in the Preſence of the principal 
Indians, who were filent either out of Reſpe& or 
Admiration; and though they were not devout 
themſelves, they took care not to diſturb the De- 
votion of others. They remarked all that paſſed ; 


every Thing was new and ©_rprizing to them, and 


cauſed greater Eſteem of the Spaniards ; whoſe Vir- 
tues they were ſenſible of and reverenced, rather for 


_ that they make themſelves be loved, than that the 


m either knew the Names, or exerciſed any of 
em. | ; : | 3 
Oxz Day Magiſcatzin' aſked Cortes, Whether 
& he was mortal? For (ſaid be) your Actions, and 
© thoſe of your People, ſeem more than natural, 
and to have that Sort of Goodneſs and Greatneſs 
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&« jn them, which we attribute to our Gods: But I 
« do not underſtand thoſe Ceremonies, with which 
“ you appear to acknowledge a ſuperior Deity; 
« for you make Preparations for a Sacrifice, yer I 
« do not perceive any Victim or Offering with 
e which to appeaſe the Gods; nor do I underſtand 


„ how there can be a Sacrifice, unleſs ſome one 


« dies for the Sake of the reſt. Cortes took hold 
of this Opportunity, and fatisfying his Queſtions, 
ingenuoully confeſſed, That his Condition, and 
s that of his People, was mortal; for he durſt 
not temporize with the miſtaken Notions of thoſe 
People, when the infallible Truth of his Religion 
was in Queſtion. But he added, © That as they 
% were born in a better Climate, they had more 
« Underſtanding, and were of greater Strength 
&« than the reſt of Men ;** and without admitting 
the Attribute of Immortal, he remained: with the 
Reputation of Invincible. Cortes told him likewiſe, 
„That they not only acknowledged a Superior in 
« Heaven, where they adored the only Lord of 
« the Univerſe ; but were likewiſe Subjects and, 
“ Vaſſals-to the greateſt Monarch upon Earth, un- 
„ der whoſe Dominion they alſo of Naſcala then 
* were; ſince being Brothers to the Spaniards, they 
% could do no other than obey the ſame Prince.” 
He immediately from that went on to diſcourſe of 
the Point moſt eſſential; and though he fpoke moſt 
fervently againſt Idolatry, finding in his own good 
Senſe ſufficient Foundation to oppoſe and deſtroy 
the Multiplicity of their Gods, and the abominable 
Horror of their Sacrifices; yet when he came to 
touch upon the Myſteries of Faith, he thought they 
deſerved a better Expoſitor; and as he knew when 
to be ſilent, he then gave an Opportunity to Father 
Bartolomꝭ de Olmedo to ſpeak: That religious Per- 
fon endeayoured to bring them by Degrees to the 

Knowledge 
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Knowledge of the Truth, explaining like a learned 
and prudent Man the principal Points of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, after ſuch a Manner, that he might 
gain the Will without overcharging the Under- 
ſtanding; for it is by no Means convenient to ſtrike 
with a Blaze of Light upon the Eyes of thoſe who 
are juſt come out of Darkneſs. Magiſcatzin, and 
the reſt who attended him, gave at that Time but 
very ſmall Hopes of their being reduced; ſaying, 
„That the God whom the Spaniards adored was 
<« very great, and perhaps greater than theirs ; but 
« that each of them was powerful in his own Do- 
< minion ; that, with them, there was Need of one 
God againſt Lightning and Tempeſts ; of ano- 
«© ther, for Water and Harveſts; of another, for 
War; and fo on for all other human Neceſſities: 
For that it was impoſſible for any one to take 
* care of the Whole.” They admitted the Propo- 
fition of their Temporal Lord with more-Eaſe ; for 
they immediately conſented to be his Subjects, and 
aſſced whether he would defend them from Mote- 
auma, placing in that tie Foundation of their Obe- 
dience; but at the ſame Time deſired him, with 
Humility and Earneſtneſs, That there might be 
„no Mention of changing their Religion; for 
* ſhould it come to the Knowledge of their Gods, 
they would call down their Tempeſts, and let 
< looſe their Floods to deſtroy them.“ In ſuch 
Manner did Error poſſeſs them, and the Devil keep 
them in Fear. All that could be obtained of them 
at that Time was, to lay aſide Sacrifices of human 
Blood ; for they were convinced they acted againſt 
the Law of Nature: And immediately they ſet at 
. Liberty thoſe miſerable Captives which were to die 
on their Feſtivals, and broke up ſeveral Priſons 
and Cages where they were kept, and well fed, to 
prepare them; not ſo much that they r 
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decent to the Sacrifice, as that they ſnould not come 
in bad Order to the Table. a | 

Hranan CorRTEs was not fatisfied with this 
Complaiſance; but on the contrary propoſed to 
his Men, that they ſhould deſtroy all the Idols; 
forming a Conſequence from the Action and good 
Succeſs at Zempoala, as if it had been the ſame 
Thing to undertake ſuch an Affair in a Town that 
was ſo much better peopled. His Zeal deceryed, 
him, and his Courage did not diſabuſe him: But 
Father Bartolomè de Olmedo ſoon brought him to 
Reaſon, telling him, with a Reſolution becoming 
his Character, That he was not without ſome 
« Scruples concerning the Violence offered to the 
People of Zempoala ; that Perſecution and the 
« Goſpel did ill agree; and that in Effect it would 
« only overturn their Altars, and leave the Idols 
jn their Hearts :** To which he added, Thar, 
« the Deſign of reducing thoſe Infidels required 
* more Time and gentle Uſage; that it was no, 
good Method of bringing them to the Know- 
“ ledge of their Errors, to vex them after that 
Manner, which would only ſerve to make them 
* diſlike the Truth; and that before the Worſhip 
* of God could be introduced, the Devil muſt be 
* baniſhed ; a War of another Kind, and which 
required a different Sort of Arms.“ To whoſe 
Perſuaſion and Authority Cortes ſubmitted his Opi- 
nion, and moderated his Zeal ; and from that Time 
forwards they only endeavoured to gain and diſpoſe 
the Minds of the Indians, by making Religion ap- 
pear amiable in her Works, that upon the View of 
them, they might be ſenſible of the Difference, and 
Abomination of their own Cuſtoms, and in theſe 


lee the Deformity and Filthineſs of their Gods: 


CHAT 
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CHAR 
| Hernan Cortes diſpatches the Ambaſſadors of 


Motezuma. Diego de Ordaz vieus the 
Burning Mountain of Popocatepec ; it is 
refokved to march to Cholula. | 


1 or four Days being paſſed in theſe firſt 
Affairs of Tlaſcala, Cortes began to think of 
diſpatching Motezuma's Ambaſſadors. He had de- 
tained them purpoſely, that they might ſee thoſe 
Peaple intirely reduced, whom they accounted un- 
tameable, and the Anſwer he gave them was ſhort 
and artful : * That they ſhould inform Moteauma 
„of what had paſſed in their Preſence ; the Ear- 
« neftneſs and Methods by which the People of 
« Tlaſcala had ſolicited Peace, and deſerved it; 
together with the Affection and good Correſpon- 
* dence with which they maintained it: That now 
«© they were ſo much at his Diſpoſal, and he had 
« ſuch an intire Command over them, that he 
& hoped he ſhould reduce them to the Obedience 
of Moteauma: This being one of the good Con- 
* ſequences which would attend his Embaſſy among 
© others of greater Importance, which obliged him 


4 to continue his Journey, and to ſolicit his Good- 


* neſs then, that he might afterwards deſerve his 
% Acknowledgments.” With this Diſpatch, and 
the ' neceſſary Guard, the Ambaſſadors immediately 
departed, more convinced of the Truth, than ſatiſ- 
fied with the Anſwer. FR 

HERNAN CorTEs found himſelf engaged to ſtay 
ſome Days in Tlaſeala, to receive the Homage of 
the principal Towns of the Republick, and their 
Canfederates ; which Act was made valid by a 1 
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lick Inſtrument, and authorized with the Name of 
the King, Don Carlos, already known and reveren-. 
ced among the Indians, who ſhewed the Sincerity of 
their <p to him by the Reſpect they paid his 
Vaſſa . 

AT this Time there happened an Accident, which 
ſurprized the Spaniards, and ſtruck a Terror among 
the Indians. From the higheſt of the Eminences, 
whereon the City of Tlaſcala then ſtood, is to be 
ſeen the Volcano of Popocatepec, on the Top of a 
Mountain, which, at the Diſtance of eight Leagues, 
riſes conſiderably above all the reſt of the Hills: 
This Volcano began to darken the Day with great 
and frightful Flights of Smoke, ſo rapid and vio- 
lent, that it went up a great Way into the Air di- 
rect, without giving way to the Force of the Wind, 
until having ſpent its Fury at a certain Height, it 
ſcattered and. diſperſed itſelf all round, forming a 
Cloud, more or leſs obſcure, according to the Quan- 
ticy of Aſhes. it carried along with it. From Time 
to Time, mixed with the Smoke, came forth 
Flames, or Globes of Fire, which ſeemed to divide 
themſelves into Sparks, and probably were the 
burnt Stones which the Mountain threw out, or 
ſome Pieces of combuſtible Matter, which laſted as 
long as the Fire was fed. 

Tu Hidians were not frighted at the Sight of the 
Smoke, becauſe it was frequent, and an ordinary 
Thing in that Place; but the Fire (which rarely 
appeared) made them ſorrowful, and put them in 
Fear, as a Preſage of future Ills; for they appre- 
hended, that thoſe Sparks which were {ſcattered 
through the Air, and did not fall down again into 
the burning Month, were the Souls of Tyrants 
that came abroad to chaſtize the Earth; and that 
their Gods, when they were angry, made * 

c tnem 
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them as Inſtruments, in Proportion to the Puniſh- 
ments they deſigned. n e 
MaciscaTzin, and ſome of the chief Men, 
who generally attended him, were entertaining Her- 
nan Cortes with theſe wild Fancies; and he (obſer- 
ving the rude Notion they had of the Immortality, 
Rewards, and Puniſhments of the Soul) was endea- 
vouring to make them ſenſible of the Errors with 
which they disfigured- the Truth, when Diego de 
Ordaꝝ came to aſk his Leave to go take a nearer 
View of the Volcano, offering to go up to the 
Top of the Mountain, and examine into that great 
Secret of Nature. The [Indians were amazed to 
hear ſuch a Propoſal, and endeavoured to diſſuade 
him from his Intention, by informing -him- of the. 
Danger, ſaying, * That the moſt valiant of their. 
Nation had only the Boldneſs once to. viſit ſome 
<« Hermitages of their Gods. about the Middle of 
« the Eminence; but that above that he would 
* not find the Mark of a human Foot; nor were 
«< the Tremblings to be endured, or the Roarings, 
& which forbad all Approach to the Top of the 
C Mountain.“ The Account of theſe. Difficulties 
did but make Diego de-Ordaz the more eager ; and 
though Hernan Cortes thought it a Piece of Raſh- 
neſs, yet he gave him Leave to try, that the [ndi- 
ans might ſee, that what they thought impoſſible, 
was not ſo to the Courage of the Spaniards : So 
zealous was he at all Times for his own Reputation, 
and that of his People. & e . 
Ditco DE OrDaz upon this Occaſion was ac- 
companied by two Soldiers of his Company, and 
ſome of the principal Indians, who offered to go 
with him as far as the Hermitages, very much la- 
menting that they were going to be Witneſſes of 
his Death. The Beginning of the Mountain 1s very 
„ delightful, 
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delightful, being beautified on all Sides with Trees 
full of Leaves, which for a conſiderable Way cover 
the Side of the Hill, and make the Afcent appear 
the leſs tedious, ſeeming in a deceitful Manner to 
intice, by Pleaſure, into Danger. When that is 
paſſed, the Earth grows barren by Degrees, partly 
by reaſon of the Snow, which lies all the Year in 
thoſe Places, where either the Sun or the Fire does 
not come, and partly by reaſon of the Aſhes, which 
alſo look white at a Diſtance, from the Oppoſition 
of the Blackneſs of the Smoke. The Indians ſtopt 
ct the Hermitages; and Diego de Ordaz, with his 
wo Soldiers, went on, climbing courageouſly up the 
Rocks, very often making uſe of Hands as well as 
Feet. But when they came within a ſmall Diſtance 
of the Top, they felt the Earth move under them 
with Violence and repeated Rockings, and heard 
the horrible Roaring of the. burning Mouth, which 
in a ſhort Time diſcharged, with a much greater 
Noiſe, a vaſt Quantity of Fire, wrapt up in Smoke 
and Aſhes z and though it went directly upwards, 
without heating the Air about it, it afterwards 
ſpread when it was at its Height, and came down 
upon the three Spaniards in ſuch Showers of Aſhes, 
ſo thick and hot, that they were obliged to ſeek 
for Shelter in the Hollow of a Rock, where they 
were almoſt ſtifled, and deſired to return. But Diego 
de Ordaz perceiving the Earthquake was over, that 
the Noiſe leſſened, and the Smoke came out leſs 
thick, encouraged his Companions by his Example; 
for going on before them, he paſſed with Intrepi - 
dity to the very Mouth of the Mountain, at the 
Bottom whereof he obſerved a very great Maſs of 
Fire, which ſeemed to boil like ſomething liquid, 
and ſhining. He alſo took Notice of the Largeneſs 
of the Mouth, which took up all the Top of the 
Mountain, and might be, about a Quarter of a 
Vol. L S League 
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League in Circumference. They returned with this 
Account, and received a Welcome back from their 
bold Undertaking, which greatly aſtoniſhed the Ix- 
dians, and increaſed their Eſteem for the Spaniards, 
Trrs Gallantry of Diego de Ordaz was looked 
upon then as only a rafh Curioſity ; but Time made 
it of Importance, and every Thing ferved to ad. 
vance this Undertaking; for the Army being in 
Want of Powder, (the fecond Time they entered 
Mexico, which was by Force of Arms) Cortes re- 
membered. the Boilings of liquid Fire which were 
diſcovered in this Mountain; and in it found a ſul. 
ficient Quantity of very fine Sulphur for the making 
of Gun-powder. On which Account this"Raſhnels 
of Diego de Ordaz recommended itſelf, and became 
ſerviceable ; and his Diſcovery was ſo uſeful in the 
Conqueſt, that the Emperor afterwards rewarded 
him with fome Favours, and''ennobted the Action 
by giving him the Burning Mountain for his Arms, 
TwenTy Days the Spaniards continued in 74, 
cala, partly on account of Viſits paid them by the 
neighbouring Nations, and partly to ſatisfy the In- 
habitants themſelves; who agreed ſo well with the 
Spaniards, that they endeavoured to put off the 
Time appointed for removing with various Feſti- 
vals and publick Entertainments, Dances after their 
Manner, and Acts of Agility. 
Tur Day being fixed for the March, there arofe 
a Diſpute about the Choice of the Road; Corte 
inclined for Cholula, a City (as we have faid) very 
large, in whoſe Diſtricts the veteran Troops of M. 
fezuma uſed to quarter. 5 
Tas Tlaſcalans oppoſed this Reſolution, advi 
ſing them to take their March by Guajozingo, 4 
Country plentiful and ſecure; for the People 
Cbolula, beſides their natural Cunning and Trex 
chery, obeyed Motezuma with a ſervile Fear, ber 
F | 1 
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the Vaſſals in whom he moſt confided for their 
known Fidelity. To which they added, That 


« that City had the Reputation in all the Diſtricts 
e thereabouts, of being a Place ſacred and reli- 
« gious, containing above four hundred Temples, 
« with ſuch il|-conditioned Gods, that they aſto- 
« niſhed- and terrified the World with their Prodi- 
« pies; for which Reaſon it was by no Means ſe- 
« cure to enter their Territories, without having 


ſome Affurances of their good Diſpoſition.” The 


Zempoalans, leſs ſuperſtitious now by their Acquain- 
tance with the Spaniards, deſpiſed thoſe Frodigics; 
but were of the ſame Opinion, remembring and.re- 
peating the Reaſons they had given at Zocothlan, 
for the Army's avoiding that City. 

BuT before they came to any Reſolution on this 
Point, new Ambaſſadors arrived from Motezuma 
with another Preſent, and Advice that their Empe- 
ror would now ſuffer himſelf to be viſited by the 
Spaniards, and vouchſafe to receive their Embaſly 
after a favourable Manner; and among other Things 
they diſcourſed of relating to the March, they ac- 
quainted him that they had provided Quarters at 
Cbolula. So that now it was become neceſſary to 
march by that City; not that Cortes placed any 


Confidence in this unlook*d-for and ſudden Change 


of Motezuma, or that ſuch Facility, after ſo much - 
Reſiſtance, did not appear unſeaſonable and ſuſpi- 
cious: But he took great Care, that theſe Mexicans 
ſhould not perceive him concerned; becauſe in their 
Fear he placed his greateſt Security. As ſoon as 
the Chiefs of the Tlaſcalans underſtood the Propoſal 
of Motezuma, they took it for granted, that Trea- 


chery was deſigned at Cholula, and renewed their 


Inſtances, being ſincerely concerned at the Danger 
of their Friends. And Magiſcatzin, who had the 
S 2 greateſt 
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greateſt Regard for the Spaniards, and a paſſionate 
Inctination in particular for Cortes, preſſed him very 
much not to march to that City. Cortes, who was 
deſirous to give him all the Satisfaction he could, 
as being much obliged for the Care he took of 
him, and eſteeming very much his Advice, imme- 
diately aſſembled his Captains, and in his Preſence 
propoſed the Queſtion, weighing the Reaſons that 
offered both on the one Side, and on the other; 
and the Reſolution was, That now they could 
« not poſſibly avoid marching to thoſe Quarters 
t propoſed by the Mexicans, without diſcovering 
„that they were already ſuſpicious ; nor, ſhould 
« their Suſpicions be ever ſo well founded, was it 
* proper to enter upon more dangerous Enter- 
prizes, and leave Traitors at their Back; that 
* therefore it was neceſſary for them to go to Cho- 
Jula, to diſcover the Intentions of Motezuma, and 
* give a new Reputation to their Arms by the 
« Chaſtiſement of his Perfidy.” Magiſcatzin ac- 
quieſced in this Reſolution, ſubmitting with great 
Docility to the ſuperior Judgment of the Spaniards: 
But ſtill retaining his Jealouſy, which obliged him 
to think differently, he deſired Leave to aſſemble 
the Troops of his Republick, and aſſiſt his Friends 
in ſuch evident Danger; for that it was not rea- 
ſonable, though the Spaniards were invincible, to 
deprive the Tl?ſcalans of the Honour of performing 
their Duty. Hernan Cortes (notwithſtanding he was 
ſenſible of the Danger, and well pleaſed with the 
Offer) was backward to admit them; for it was diſ- 
agreeable to him to begin ſo ſoon to receive Suc- 
cour from a Nation fo lately reduced; and therefore 
he anſwered him by making great Acknowledg- 
ments for his Care; and laſtly told him, „That 
«© at the preſent that Precaution was not neceſſary;“ 

: but 
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but this he ſaid faintly, like one who is deſirous to 
have a Thing done, and is unwilling at the ſame 
Time to be thought ſo: A Kind of Refuſal, which 
is little leſs than Aſking. - 


CH V. 


7 bey diſcover new Si ons of 7. reachery in Cho- 
lula, The Army marches for that City, be- 
ing reinforced with ſome Companies of Tlaſ- 
calans. 


T was moſt certain, that Motezuma, without 

coming to a Reſolution of taking up Arms 
againſt the Spaniards, contrived to deſtroy them; 
making uſe of Wiles and Stratagems rather than 
Force. The Anſwers of his Oracles had frighted 
him anew ; and the Devil (who was much diſturbed 
by the Neighbourhood of the Chriſtians) preſſed 
him with horrible Threats to keep them at a Di- 
ſtance from him. Sometimes he put the Prieſts 
and Magicians into furious Agitations, that they 
might incenſe the King, and make him furious; at 
other Times he appeared to him, aſſuming the Fi- 
gure of his Idol, and ſpoke to him in Perſon, the 
more effectually to inſpire him with the Spirit of 
Anger : But he always left him inclined to Treaſon 
and Deceit, without ever propoſing to him to make 
uſe of his mighty Power and Force. Whether he 
had no Permiſſion to uſe Violence, or that it is in- 
conſiſtent with his Character to give good Counſel, 
he took him off from Ways that were generous, 
and diſcouraged him by the fame Means with which 
he thought, to animate og On the one __ 
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he had not Courage to ſhew himſelf to thoſe pro- 
digious People ; and on the other, he thought their 
Army too contemptible, and too ſmall in Number 
to employ openly the Forces of his Empire againſt 
them; and judging it more for his Honour to 
make uſe of Artifice and Treachery, he directed 
all his Application to draw them from Tlaſcala, 
where he could not lay his Plots, and bring them 
to Cholula, where they were already contrived, and 
ready to be executed. | 
Hernan CoR TES took Notice, that none came 
from the Governors of Cholula to viſit him ; and 
he communicated his Obſervation to the Mexicay 
Ambaſſadors, very much wondering at the Diſre- 
ſpe& of thoſe Caziques who had the Charge of 
providing his Quarters; who could not be igno- 
rant, that he had been viſited by all the Towns of 
the Country round, that were under leſs Obligations, 
The Ambaſſadors endeavoured to excuſe the People 
of Cholula, but confeſſed their Inadvertency, and 
ſeemingly endeavoured to have the Fault mended 
by giving Notice of it; for it was not long before 
there came from that City four Indians ill cloathed, 
People of very ſmall Conſideration for Ambaſh- 
dors, conſidering the Cuſtom of thoſe Nations: A 
Diſreſpect which the Tlaſcalans urged, as a new 
Sign of their evil Intentions ; upon which Hernan 
Cortes refuſed to admit them, ordering them im- 
mediately back; ſaying, (in the Preſence of the 
Mexicans) ** That the Caziques of Cholula under: 
** ſtood Civility very little; for inſtead of making 
* Amends for a Neglect, they added one Diſcour- 
«© 'teſy to another.” | | 
Tux Day for the March came; and though the 
Spaniards took the Morning to draw up their 
own Men, and thoſe of Zempoala, they found al: 
ready in the Field an Army of Tlaſcalans, A 
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by the Senate, at the Inſtance of Magiſcatzin, whoſe 
Captains acquainted Cortes, That they had re- 
« ceived Orders from the Republick, to ſerve un- 
« der his Command, and follow his Banner in the 
« Journey, not only to Cbelula, but as far as 
« Mexico, where they ſuppoſed was the greateſt 
« anger of his Unger They were all 
drawn up in Order; and notwithſtanding they were 
very cloſe, (according to their Diſcipline) they took 
uPp a great Space of Ground; for they had afſem- 


led all the Nations which were confederate with 


them, and got together an extraordinary Force for 
the Defence of their Friends, believing that they 
ſhould be obliged to face the Armies of Motezuma. 
Their ſeveral Commands were diſtinguiſhed by the 
Colour of their Feathers, and the Difference of 
their Enſigns, Eagles, Lions, and other fierce Ani- 
mals, raiſed on high, which, as Hieroglyphicks 
and Devices, had a Signification, and put the Sol- 
diers in Mind of the Military Honour of their Na- 
tion. Some of our Writers enlarge ſo far, as to 
fay, that the whole Groſs of their Army conſiſted 
of an hundred thouſand armed Men; others are 
more reſerved in the Account; but, with a leſs 
Number, the Action was great in the Tlaſcalans, 
and is truly worthy of Conſideration, both for the 
Thing itſelf, and the Manner of doing it. Cortes 
thanked them, and acknowledged this Proof of 
their Affections with very endearing Expreſſions, 
and was forced to take ſome Pains to convince 
them it was inconvenient he ſhould carry fo great a 
Number, when he went in Peace; but at laſt he 
gained his Point, leaving them ſatisfied, by per- 
mitting ſome Companies, with their Captains, to 
follow him, reſerving the main Body to march to 
his Succpur when Neceſſity required. 
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Our Bernal Diax writes, that he took with him 60 
two thouſand Tlaſcalans; Antonio de Herrera ſays, T 
three thouſand : But Hernan Cortes himſelf confeſſes, 6 
in his own Relation, that he took ſix thouſand ; and ta 
he was not ſo laviſh of his own Honour, as to in 
make the Number greater than it was, which of th 
Courſe would have made his Reſolution the leſs ad- le 
mired. - I Ri m 

Bur we muſt not paſs over in Silence an Acci- al 
dent which deſerves Conſideration, and belongs pro- v. 
perly to this Place. There remained in Tlaſcala, P 
when the Spaniards left that City, a Croſs of Wood R 
which they had fixed the Day of their Entrance, on U] 
a Place both high and open to the View; and Her. W 
nan Cortes was unwilling they ſhould deſtroy. it; hi 
on the contrary, he left the Veneration ,of it in R 
Charge with the Caziques: But it was. neceſſary, C 
there ſhould be a more powerful Recommendation, d 
to make it remain with Security among the Infi- P 
dels: For ſcarce were the Chriſtians out of the fi 
City, when (in Sight of all the Indians) a prodigious be 
Cloud deſcended from Heaven to take Care of its lit 


Defence. It was of a pleaſing and exquiſite White- 
neſs, and deſcended through the Region of the Air, V 
till being dilated in Form of a Pillar, it ſettled per- In 


pendicularly upon the ſame Croſs, where it con- St 
tinued more or leſs diſtinct (a marvelous Providence) N 
for three or four Years, that by various Accidents Ci 
the Converſion of this Province to Chriſtianity was It 
retarded. There proceeded from the Cloud a mo- fa 
derate Splendor, which infuſed. Veneration, and Pc 
never mixed with the Darkneſs of the Night. The E 
Indians at firſt were much afraid, being ſenſible of br 


the Prodigy, without conceiving the Myſtery : But ſe 
after they had better conſidered the Novelty, they gr 
Jaid aſide their Fear, without lefſening their Admi- Pi 
ration. They ſaid publickly, „That that holy th 

f Sign | 
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« Sign contained within it ſome Deity, and that it 
« was not in vain that their Friends the Spaniards 
« ſo much revered it.” They endeavoured to imi- 
tate them, bending the Knee before it, and repair- 
ing thither in their Neceſſities, without thinking on 
their Idols, and frequenting their Temples much 
leſs than they were wont. Which Devotion (if we 
may call that ſo, which was indeed the Influence of 
an unknown Cauſe) increaſed with ſo much Fer- 
vour, both among Nobles and Plebeians, that the 
Prieſts and Magicians began to be jealous of their 
Religion, and endeavoured ſeveral Times to pluck 
up the C-ofs, and break it in Pieces: But they al- 
ways returned frighted, without daring to tell what 
had happened to them, leſt they ſhould loſe their 
Reputation with the People. Thus do Authors of 
Credit report the Matter; and after this Manner 
did Heaven take Care to diſpoſe the Minds of thoſe 
People, that they might afterwards, with leſs Re- 
ſiſtance, receive the Goſpel ; as the Huſbandman, 
before he ſows his Seed, prepares the Earth to faci- 
litate the Production. | 
NortTninG extraordinary happened the firſt Day's 
March; for now that innumerable Concourſe of 
Indians that appeared on the Roads, and thoſe = 
Shouts which paſſed for Acclamations, were no 
Novelty. They marched four Leagues of the five 
Cholula was then diſtant from old Tlaſcala-; and 
it was thought fit to halt near the Bank of a plea- 
fant River, to avoid entring by Night into ſo 
populous a Town. Soon after they had fixed their 
Encampment, and the neceſſary Orders were diſtri- 
buted for their Defence and Security, there arrived 
ſecond Ambaſſadors from the City, People of 
greater Rank, and better dreſſed. They brought a 
Preſent of ſeveral Sorts of Proviſions, and delivered 
their Embaſſy with much Ceremony and — 1 
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The Subſtance was, to excuſe the Backwardneſß 
4 of their Caziques, pretending that they could not 
* wait on the General at Tlaſcala, thoſe People 


being their Enemies; to offer the Quarters pro- 


« vided by their City, and withal, to expreſs how 
“ much the Citizens rejoiced at their good For. 
tune, in deſerving. to entertain ſuch Gueſts, ſo 
4 applauded for their noble Actions, and ſo amia. 
& ble for their Goodneſs.” Theſe Words were de- 
livered with a ſeeming Sincerity, ſuch as very well 
covered the Artifice. Hernan Cortes graciouſly ad. 
mitted of the: Excuſe, and the Preſent, taking Care, 
at the ſame Time, to appear without the leaſt Diſ- 
truſt; and the next Day (by the Riſing of the Sun) 
he continued his March with the ſame Order, but 
not without ſome Apprehenſions, which obliged 
him to greater Vigilance ; for the City was ſlow in 
coming out to receive him, and this Remark was 
conſiderable, among other Indications. But as the 
Army drew near the City, with their Arms in 
| Readineſs for a Combat, the Caziques and Priefts 
appeared, with a numerous Attendance of unarmed 
People. Cortes gave Orders to halt, to receive 
them, and they performed their Parts with ſo much 
ſeeming Reverence and Joy, that they left no room 
for Jealouſy, at that Preſent, to the watchful Eye 
with which all their Actions and Motions were ob- 
ſerved: But as ſoon as they perceived the Body of 
Tlaſcalans that marched in the Rear, they changed 
their Countenances; and among the Principal of 
them, there aroſe a diſagreeable Murmur, which 
did again awaken the Jealouſy of the Spaniards. 
Donna Marina was ordered to inquire into the Cauſe 
of that Novelty; and the Anſwer they gave by 
her was, That the Tlaſcalans could not enter into 
* their City with their Arms, being Enemies to 
tt their Nation, and Rebels to their King; _ 
. | they 
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they were very earneſt with Cortes that they ſhould 
halt, and immediately return to their Country, as 
Impediments to the Peace which was going to be 


publiſhed; and repreſented the Ineonveniences, with- 
out receding, or being diſcompoſed; being poſitive 
that it was not to be allowed; yet confining their 
Reſolution within the Limits of a Requeſt. 

CoxrEs was ſomewhat uneaſy at this Demand, 
which ſeemed reaſonable, but was not conſiſtent 
with his Security : He endeavoured to quiet them, 
by the Hopes of finding ſome Way to compoſe 
their Differences; and communicating the Matter 
briefly to his Captains, it was judged adviſeable to 
propoſe to the Tlaſcalans to take their Quarters 
without the City, till ſuch Time as he could pene- 
trate into the Deſigns of the Caziques, or ſhould 
proceed on his March. This Propoſition (which 
ſeemed to have ſomething of Hardſhip in it) was 
carried by the Captains Pedro de Alvarado and Chri- 
ſtoval de Olid, who made uſe both of Perſuaſion and 
Authority, as delivering an Order, yet engaging 
Obedience to it, by ſhewing its Reaſonableneſs. But 
they were fo very complying, that they cut him 
ſhort, ſaying, ** They did not come to diſpute, 
but obey ; and that they would preſently make 
« their Barracks without the Town, in a Place 
« whence they might quickly come to the De- 
e fence of their Friends, ſeeing they reſolved to 
e adventure, contrary to all Reaſon, confiding in 
„ Traitors.” The People of Cholula were imme- 
diately acquainted with this, which they readily 
agreed to, both Nations remaining not only ſatis- 
fied, but with ſome Vanity ariſing from their very 


Oppoſition ; the one, becauſe they perſuaded them- 


ſelves they had got the better, by leaving their 
Enemies diſcontented, and ill accommodated ; the 
other, beeauſe they looked upon the Refuſal to ad- 
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mit them within the City as a manifeſt Acknoy. 
ledgment that they ſtood in fear of them. Thug 
does the Imagination of Men vary the Nature and 

- Appearance of Things, which are generally valued 
as they are taken, and are taken as we would have 
them. | | 
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CHAP. VI. 
The Spaniards make their Entry into Cholula; 


where the People endeavour to decerve them 
| by their outward good Entertainment. Their 
Treaſon is diſcovered; and the Spaniards 


make a Diſpoſition to chaſtiſe them. 


THE Entry of the Spaniards into Cholula was 
like to that of Tlaſcala : A Concourſe of in- 
numerable People, which they paſs'd through with 
Difficulty ; tumultuous Acclamations z Women that 
flung and preſented Noſegays of Flowers ; Caziques 
and Prieſts, with repeated Reverences and Per- 
fumings; Variety of Inſtruments, which made more 
Noiſe than Muſick, diſperſed about the Streets; and 
an univerſal Joy ſo well counterfeited, that the 
Spaniards, who came thither full of Jealouſy, be- 
gan to think it ſincere. | | | 

Tux City was ſo beautiful to behold, that it was 
compared to our Valladolid; ſituate in a Plain, on 
all Sides open, and very delightful. They ſay it 


contained within the Walls twenty thouſand Inhabi- uſt 
tants, and that the Number was greater of thoſe Vi 
who lived in the Suburbs. *Twas generally fre- P 
quented by many Strangers; partly as a Sanctuary me 

um of ate 


of their Gods, and partly as the great Empori 
; | Mer- e 
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Merchandize. The Streets were wide, and well 
laid out; the Buildings greater, and of better Archi- 
tecture than thoſe of Tlaſcala; appearing very 
ſumptuous, with the Towers, which ſhewed the 
Multitude of their Temples. The Inhabitants were 
more cunning than warlike, Merchants and Mea 
chanicks, abundance of People, and but few of 
Diſtinction. ; 
Taz Quarters provided were three or four large 
Houſes contiguous to each other, which contained 
the Spaniards and Zempoalans ; where they could 
both fortify themſelves, as the Occaſion required 
and as they were accuſtomed to do. The Tlaſca- 
lans choſe a Place for their Quarters a little diſtant 
from the Town, ſecuring it with ſome Works; they 
formed their Guards, and placed their Centinels, 
being now improved in military Affairs by the Imi- 
tation of their Friends. The firſt three or four 
Days were all quiet, and good Uſage. The Ca- 
ziques were punctual in paying their Reſpects to 
Cortes, and endeavoured to be acquainted with his 
Captains. Proviſions were given liberally, and in 
Ebundance; all outward Appearances were favour- 
able, inſomuch that the Spaniards began to think 
that what they had heard was falſe, and that they 
ad upon too ſlight Foundations believed the for- 
er Rumours ;' ſo readily diſpoſed is the Mind al- 
Ways to make itſelf eaſy. But it was not long be- 
ore the Truth appeared ; nor could thoſe People 
ontinue in their Artifice till they had compaſſed 
hat they intended: Deceitful both by Nature and 
uſtom, but not ſo watchful and cunning as their 
Diſſimulation and Malice required. 
PROVIS1ONS, by little and little, grew ſcarce, the 
ntertainments and Attendance of the Caziques 
eaſed at once. Motezuma's Ambaſſadors held pri- 
ate Conferences with the Prieſts, and the People 
| diſcovered 
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diſcovered à kind of Scorn and Falſeneſs in their 
Countenances. All Things gave Signs of ſome 
Novelty, and awakened the ill-lull'd , Jealouſy of 
the Spaniards. Cortes was contriving ſome Means 
to be informed of the Intentions of thoſe People, 
and at the ſame Time the Truth diſcovered. itſelf, 
the Providence of God, fo often known by. Exye. 
rience in this Conqueſt, anticipating all the Contr. 

vances of Men. | 
Ax antient Indian Woman of Note, who had 
eat Relations in Cholula, had contracted a Friend. 
hip with Donna Marina: She often viſited her 
with Familiarity; and Donna Marina very well de. 
ſerved it from her, for her natural Courteſy and 
Diſcretion. She came that Day earlier than uſual 
and ſeemed to be full of Thought and Trouble 
She drew her aſide privately from the Spaniard, 
and charging her with Secreſy, even by the Ma. 
ner of her Delivery, began to bemoan her Cap 
<« tivity, and to perſuade her to forſake thoſe abs 
&< minable Strangers, and come to her Houſe, when 
< ſhe offered her Entertainment and Protection fron 
ce the Spaniards.” Donna Marina, who was inge. 
nious enough, compared this Offer with the other 
Signs, and pretending that ſhe was under Oppre- 
ſion, and came againſt her Will with thoſe Peopl, 
gave readily into the Eſcape, and accepted of th 
Entertainment offered with ſo many grateful Ac 
knowledgments, that the Indian, believing her fin 
cere, diſcovered. her whole Heart; telling her, 
It was abſolutely neceſſary ſhe ſhould go imme- 
« diately, for that the Time appointed among thel 
People for the Deſtruction of the Spaniards dren 
« near; and that *twas unreaſonable ſo valuable 
« Woman ſhould periſh with them: That Mott 
« guma had provided twenty thouſand Men at 1 
* {mall Diſtance, to make ſure of the Deſign : * 
6 jy 
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« ſix thouſand choſen Men of that Number had 
« already entered the City in ſmall Parcels: Thar 
« Abundance of Arms had been diſtributed among 
« the People, Quantities of Stones carried up to 
« the Tops of the Houſes, and deep Trenches: cut 
«. acroſs the Streets, with ſharp Stakes fixed in the 
« Bottom, being covered at Top with Earth on 
« ſlight Supporters, that the Horſes might fall in, 
« and be wounded: That Motezuma deſigned to 
« make an End of all the Spaniards; but had com- 
« manded ſome of them to be brought alive, to 
« ſatisfy his Curioſity, and his Regard for his Gods: 
« And that he had preſented the City with a Drum 
* made of Gold, curiouſly hollowed, to excite 
“ their Minds with this military Favour.” In ſhort, 
Donna Marina (expreſſing how much ſhe rejoiced 
at the good Diſpoſition of their Undertaking, and 
aſking ſome Queſtions, as one that was pleafed with 
what ſhe enquired after) found herſelf fully: in- 
formed of the whole Conſpiracy. She pretended 
ſhe would immediately go with her; and under 
Colour of getting together her Jewels, with ſome 
other valuable Things, ſhe found the Means of 
leaving her without Suſpicion, and immediately 
gave an Account to Cortes. He ordered the HN. 
dian to be ſeized ; who, after a few Threats, be- 
—_ Confuſion and Conviction, diſcovered the 

Whole. 1 | 
Soov after came ſome Tlaſcalan Soldiers, dreſſed 
like Peaſants, and told Cortes from their Comman- 
ders, That he ſhould take Care of himſelf, for 
e that from their Quarters they had ſeen the Peo- 
e ple of Cholula carry their Women and Goods to 
the neighbouring Villages: A ſure Sign they were 
hatching forme Treaſon. He underſtood likewiſe 
that they had celebrated that Morning, in the great 
Temple of their City, a Sacrifice of ten — 
5 


272 The HISTORY of the Book III. 
of both Sexes; a Ceremony they uſed when they 
deſigned to undertake. any military Action. At 
the ſame Time arrived two or three Zempoalam, 
who going about the City, by Accident had Gif- 
covered the Deceit of their Trenches, and had ſeen 
in the Streets, on the Sides, ſome Works and Pali- 
| fades, which they had made to guide the Horſes to 
the Precipices. 3 
TERRE was no Occaſion for any greater Confir- 
mation of the Intentions of theſe People: But Her. 
nan Cortes was deſirous to make the Matter yet 
clearer, and to juſtify his Proceedings beyond Ob- 
jection, by the Teſtimony of ſome unexceptionable 
Witneſſes of their own Nation, who ſhould confeſs 
the Crime. To which End he ordered the Chief 
Prieſt to be called, on whom the reſt depended, 
and two or three more of the ſame Profeſſion; 
Men who were of great Authority with the Ca- 
ziques, and greater with the People. He exa- 
mined them ſeparately, not as one who doubted 
their Intention, but complaining of their Treaſon; 
and acquainting them with all the Circumſtances he 
knew, concealed the Manner how he came by his 
Information, in order to make them admire, and 
to puzzle their Conceptions with the Myſteriouſ- 
neſs of his Knowledge. They believed they were 
talking to a Deity, that penetrated the Secrets of 
Mens Hearts, and durſt not carry on the Deceit, 
but immediately confeſſed the Treaſon with all the 
Circumſtances ; blaming Motezuma, by whoſe Or- 
der every Thing was diſpoſed and provided. Cortes 
ordered them to be ſecretly. impriſoned, to avoid 
raiſing any Diſturbance in the City. He likewiſe 
ordered Care to be taken of Motezuma's Ambaſſa- 
dors, without ſuffering them to go out, or have 
any Communication with the People of the Coun- 
try ; and calling his Captains together, he 3 
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them with the whole Affair, and how much it con- 


cerned them not to let this Treachery go unpuniſhed; 


making the Undertaking appear eaſy, and weighing 


the Conſequences with ſo much Energy and Reſo- 
lution, that they all reſolved to obey, leaving the 
Direction and Succeſs to his Prudence. 

Tals being done, he ſent for the Caziques who 


governed the City, and publiſhed his March for the 


next Day; not that he deſigned it, or that it was 


what they were about to do. He demanded Pro- 
viſions for the March, Indians of Burden for his 
Baggage, and two thouſand Men armed to accom- 
pany him, as the Zempoalans and Tlaſcalans had 
done. They offered the Proviſions and Tamenes 
faintly ; but the armed Men which he demanded, 
with greater Readineſs ; in which their Deſigns and 
that of Cortes ran counter; for Cortes deſired them, 
in order to diſunite their Forces, and to have in his 
Power a Part of the Traitors who were to be cha- 
ſtized ; and the Caziques offered them, that they 
might introduce among the Troops of Cortes thoſe 
concealed Enemies, and make uſe of them when 
Occaſion offered. Both theſe Stratagems were found- 
ed upon martial Reaſon, if thoſe Kinds of Deceit 
may be called Reaſon, which War has made law- 
ful, and Example has dignified. 

NoTicz was given to the Tlaſcalans of all that 
happened, with Orders to be in a Readineſs ; and 
that at the firſt Dawning of the Day they ſhould 
draw near the City, as if they were moving to fol- 
low the March ; and that at the firſt Diſcharge of 
tne Fire- Arms, they ſhould advance with all Speed 
into the City to join the Army, bringing with them 
all the People they found armed. Care was alſo 
taken that the Spaniards and Zempoalans ſhould have 
their Arms in Readineſs, and be acquainted with 

Vol. I. | the 


poſſible ; but only to ſtreighten them in Time for 
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the Buſineſs they were to be employed in. As ſoon 
as it was Night, (the Quarters being ſecured by 
Guards, and ſuch Centinels as the preſent Occaſion 
required) Cortes ſent for Motezuma's Ambaſſadors, 
and with Shew of great Intimacy, as one that im- 
arted to them what they did not know, told them, 
„ That he had diſcovered, and had Proofs of 1 
« very great Conſpiracy formed againſt him by the 
« Caziques and Citizens of Cholula : He acquainted 
« them with what Meaſures they had taken againſt 
ce his Perſon and Army; he laid before them hoy 
« much they had been wanting to the Laws of 
« Hoſpitality, the Eſtabliſhment of the Peace, and 
ce the Word of their Prince.“ And added, That 
he had not only come to the Knowledge of this 
by his own Penetration and Vigilance; but that 
the principal Conſpirators had likewiſe confeſſed 
it, and excuſed their Treachery by a greater 
« Crime; for they had the Boldneſs to ſay they 
« had received Orders and Aſſiſtance from Mot.. 
* 2#ma, to deſtroy his Army after ſo infamous a 
Manner; which was not likely, nor could he er- 
« tertain ſo mean a Thought of ſo great a Prince; 
for which Reaſon he had reſolved to take Satif 
* faction for the Offence with the utmoſt Rigour 
of his Arms: That he communicated this to 
© them, that they might be apprized of his Rez 
„ ſons, and underſtand that he was not ſo much 
% provoked by the Crime itſelf, committed by 
e thoſe ſeditious People, as by the Circumſtance 
of authorizing their Treaſon with the Name 6 
„ the King.“ | 
Tre Ambaſſadors pretended, as well as they 
could, that they knew nothing of the Conſpiracy, 
and endeavoured to ſave the Credit of their Prince, 
following the Path which Cortes had purpoſely 
chalk'd them out to leſſen the Force of his r 
. | | Plain. 
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plaint. It was not convenient at that Time to ſeem 
to diſtruſt Moteguma, and make a powerful Prince, 
who was reſolved to diſſemble, an open Enemy: 
Upon which Conſideration he reſolved to overthrow 
his Deſigns, without giving him Reaſon to believe 
that he knew them; contenting himſelf with pu- 
niſhing his Actions in the Perſons of thoſe he em- 

loyed, and with avoiding the Blow, without any 
Regan to the Arm that guided it. Cortes thought 
it a Matter of ſmall Difficulty to break that Body 
of Men provided to ſupport the Seditious, as one 
accuſtomed to greater Deeds with a ſmaller Force 
and he was ſo far from doubting the Succeſs, that 
he eſteemed it a Happineſs (or at leaſt he ſaid ſo 
among his own People) to find this Opportunity 
of raiſing the Reputation of his Arms among the 
Mexicans; and in Truth he was not diſpleaſed to 
find Motezuma ſo much at a Loſs in Stratagems; 
believing that he would ſcarce raiſe his Thoughts 
to very great Matters, who durſt not attack him 
openly, and diſcovered in his very Deceits the 
Weakneſs of his Reſolution. 


* 
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Cortes chaſtiſes the Traitors of Cholula; re- 
duces and pacifies the City; and eftabliſhes a 
Friendſbip betwixt the Cholulans and Tlaſ- 


Calans, 


S ſoon as it was Day, came the Indians of 
Burden that had been demanded, and ſome 
Proviſions ; but the former fewer in Number, and. 
the other leſs in Quantity, than was expected. Af- 
terwards came the armed Indians in broken Troops, 
| 1 2 who, 
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who, under Pretence of accompanying the Spani- 
ards in the March, had their Counter-Orders to fall 
upon the Rear, when Occaſion required; of whoſe 
Numbers the Caziques had been no Niggards, but 
gave another Signal of their evil Intention, by ſend- 
ing more than were deſired. Hernan Cortes diſtri- 
buted them into the ſeveral Courts of the Quarters, 
where he very artfully ſecured them; telling them, 
that he was obliged to ſeparate them, in order to 
form his Squadrons as he was accuſtomed. He 

preſently put his Men in Order, well inſtructed in 
what they were to do; and mounting his Horſe, 
with thoſe that were to follow him in the Action, 


cauſed the Caziques to be called, to juſtify to them 


his Reſolutions; of whom ſome came, and others 
excuſed themſelves: He told them with a loud 
Voice, (and Donna Marina explained it with the 
ſame Violence) * That now their Conſpiracy was 
„ diſcovered, and their Puniſhment reſolved: on; 
& by the Rigour of which they ſhould know how 
„ much it had imported them to maintain that 
* Peace, which they intended ſo treacherouſly to 
e break.”* Scarce had he begun this Menace, when 
they retired - to join their own Forces, flying with 
more than ordinary Diligence, and beginning the 
War with ſome Injuries and Threats, which were 
heard at a good Diſtance. Then Hernan Cortes com- 
manded his Infantry to fall upon thoſe Indians he 
kept divided in the Squares; and though they were 
all provided with Arms to execute their Treachery, 
and endeavoured to join, in order to defend them- 
ſelves, they were all deſtroyed with ſmall Difficulty, 
none eſcaping with Life, but ſuch as could hide, or 
fling. themſelves from the Walls, making uſe of 
23 Agility and Lances to leap to the other 
Ide, | 


HavinG 
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HavinGs ſecured all at his Back with the Slaugh- 
ter of theſe concealed Enemies, he gave the Signal 
for the Tlaſcalans to move; and the Army advan- 
ced leiſurely to the principal Street, leaving in the 
Quarters ſuch a Guard as was neceflary. He de- 
tached ſome Zempoalans before to diſcover the 
Trenches, that the Horſe might not be endangered. 
The Cholulans at the ſame Time were not idle; for 
finding themſelves now engaged in open War, they 
called in the reſt of the Mexicans, and joining in a 
great Square, where they had three or four Tem- 
ples, they placed a Part of their People on the Top 
of their Towers, and in the Porches; the reſt they 
divided into ſeveral Bodies to engage the Spaniards. 
But at the ſame Time that Cortes's Troops entered 
the Square, and the Charge was given on both 
Sides, the Body of Tlaſcalans cloſed with the Ene- 
mies Rear; which unexpected Accident put them 
in ſo much Dread and Diſorder, that they could 
not fly, and knew not how to defend themſelves; 
ſo that the Spaniards were rather incumbered than 
oppoſed by their Enemies, who ran from one Dan- 
ger to another with little or no Choice; People 
void of Counſel, who only advanced in Hopes to 
eſcape, and very often preſented their Breaſts to the 
Points of their Enemies Weapons, without remem- 
bring to make the leaſt Uſe of their Hands. Many 
were killed in this Sort of Engagement; but the 
greateſt Part eſcaped to the Temples, on whoſe 
Steps and Terraces the Spaniards diſcovered a Mul- 
titude of armed Men, but ſuch as rather filled than 
defended the Eminences of thoſe great Buildings. 
The Mexicans took upon them the Defence of thoſe 
Places, but found themſelves ſo incumber'd and 
oppreſſed by the Crowd of the Inhabitants, that 
they could hardly turn themſelves, and had ſcarce ' 
Room to ſhoot their Arrows. Cortes approached 
Age, — the 


offer free Paſſage to all ſuch as would voluntarily 


niards: A notable Proof of their Obſtinacy. 


ceaſed for want of Enemies. The 7. laſcalans were 
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the greateſt of the Temples with his Troops, and 
commanded his Interpreters with a loud Voice to 


come down and ſurrender ; which was done the {c. 
cond and third Time; and then perceiving that no 
one moved, he ordered the Towers of the Temple 
to be fired, which, it is agreed, was executed, and 
that a great many periſhed in the Fire and Ruins 
It does not appear an eaſy Matter to have fired 
thoſe high Buildings, without firſt opening the 
Paſſage of the Stairs, unleſs Cortes made uſe of the 
flaming Arrows, with which the Indians at a great 
Diſtance threw their artificial Fires; but nothing 
was ſufficient to diſlodge the Enemy, till the A.. 
tack was ſhortened by making way with the Artil 
lery ; and it was worthy of Remark, that only one, 
out of ſo many as were deſtroyed in this Temple, 
furrendered voluntarily to the Mercy of the Sha 


Tur fame Method was uſed at the other Tem- 
ples, and afterwards they ranged through the whole 
City, which was left intirely diſpeopled, and Wa 


diſorderly to Exceſs in the Pillage, and it coſt ſome 
Difficulty to make them retire. They made a great 
many Priſoners, loaded themſelves with Cloaths, 
and Merchandizes of Value ; and particularly they 
fell upon the Magazines of Salt, of which they im- 
mediately ſent: ſome Loads to their City, conſider 
mg the Neceſſities of their Country in the very 
Midſt of their Plunder. Above fix thouſand Men, 
Natives and Mexicans, were left dead in the Streets, 
Temples, and ftrong Houſes, An Action welt 
diſpoſed, and- performed without any Loſs on our 
Side; and in Truth it was rather a Chaſtiſement 
than a Victory. | | 
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HERNAN Cors retired immediately to his 
Quarters with the Spaniards and Zempoalans; and 
aſſigning Quarters for the Tlaſcalans within the City, 
ordered the Priſoners of both Nations to be ſet at 
Liberty; which were indeed the principal People, 
| whom the Tlaſcalans had preſerved as their moſt 
valuable Prize. Cortes firſt ordered them to be 
brought into his Preſence, and then commanding 
that the Prieſts ſhould come forth from their Con- 
finements, with the Indian Woman who diſcovered 
their Deſigns, and the Ambaſſadors of Motezuma ; 
he made them a ſhort Diſcourſe, complaining, 
„That the People of that City had obliged him 
eto ſo ſevere a Puniſhment;” and after repreſent- 
ing to them the Crime, and aſſuring all, that he 
had laid aſide his Diſpleaſure, and ſatisfied his juſt 
Revenge, he commanded a general Pardon to be 
publiſhed, without any Exception; and made it 
his Requeſt to the Caziques, That they would en- 
deavour to re-people the City, by calling back the 
Fugitives, and encouraging thoſe to come forth, 
who were concealed. | 

Taz Indians could ſcarce believe they were at 
Liberty, knowing with what Rigour they uſed to 
treat their own Priſoners ; but kiſſing the Earth in 
Token of their great Acknowledgment, they offer- 
ed, with the moſt humble Submiſſion, to execute 
the Orders given them. The Ambaſſadors endea- 
voured to conceal their Confuſion, applauding the 
Succeſs of that Day ; and Hernan Cortes congratu- 
lated them on the ſame, ſuffering Diſſimulation to 
take place for the preſent, that he might keep them 
free from Suſpicion, and oblige Matezuma, by his 
outward Shew, to intereſt himſelf in the Chaſtiſe- 
ment of his own Artifice. | 

Tux City was in a little Time re-peopled ; for 
this Demonſtration of ſetting at Liberty the Ca- 
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ziques and Prieſts ſo ſoon, and the great Praiſes 
they gave to the Clemency of the Spaniards after ſo 
juſt a Provocation, was ſufficient Aſſurance to the 
People who were ſcattered among the neighbouring 
Villages. The Citizens returned immediately to 
their Houſes with their Families, —_—_ their 
Shops, ſhewed their Wares, and the Tumult was 
at once converted into Obedience and Security: An 
Action which did not ſo much ſhew the natural 
Facility with which thoſe Indians ran from one Ex- 
treme to another, as the great Opinion they had of 
the Spaniards; for they found in the very Juſtifica. 
tion of their Puniſhment ſufficient Reaſon to be ſc 
cure, on their Amendment. 
Tn Day after the Action, Aicotencal arrived with tl 

an Army of twenty thouſand Men, which, upon the 
firſt Notice from their People, the Republick ſent n 
to the Succour of the Spaniards. They had kept o 
their Forces on Foot, doubting the Succeſs ; and te 
upon all Occaſions the Spaniards experienced the q 
ready Aſſiſtance of that Nation. They halted with- a 
out the City, where Herngu Cortes viſited and en- 2 
tertained them, with the greateſt Acknowledgments Ml tc 
for their Care and Zeal to ſerve him; but at the Nat 
ſame Time prevailed on them to return, telling A. Ir 
cotencal and his Captains, That now their Aſſi- th 
« ſtance was not neceſſary for the Reduction of the N cu 
1% City; and that having reſolved ſhortly to march ¶ th 
0 for Mexico, it was not convenient to awaken the m 
* Power of Motezuma, and provoke him to War, fei 
* by bringing into his Dominions ſo numerous a Vm 
* Body of Tlaſcalans, declared Enemies of the Wl pa 
* Mexicans.” They made no Objections to theſe C 
Reaſons; on the contrary they ingenuouſly confeſſed ra 
and acknowledged that they were juſt, offering to Ba 
have Troops in Readineſs, and to come to his Aſſi- Mot 
tance whenſoever Occaſion required. 
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Cox r ES endeavoured, before they returned, to 
reconcile the two Nations of Tlaſcala and Cholula. 
He ſet on foot a Treaty, removed the Difficulties, 
and as his Authority was now well confirmed with 
both Parties, he effected it in a few Days; and the 
Act of Confederacy and Alliance between the two 
Cities and their Diſtricts, was celebrated with the 
Aſſiſtance of their Magiſtrates, and the accuſtomed 


Solemnities and Ceremonies. This was a wiſe Me- 
diation; to which he was obliged for the Sake of 


the Conveniency of opening a Way for the T 7 
lans, to ſupply him the more eaſily with ſuch Suc- 
cours as he ſhould have Occaſion for, and likewiſe 
not to leave this Impediment to his Retreat, in caſe 
the Succeſs ſhould not be anſwerable to his Hopes. 

Tuvs happened the Chaſtiſement of Cholula, ſo 
much talked of in the Books of Strangers, and in 


one of our own Authors, who by this Means ob- 


tained the miſerable Applauſe of ſeeing himſelf 
quoted againſt his Country. They place this Action 
among the barbarous Cruelties related of the Spa- 
niards in the Indies, and inlarge very much upon it, 
to diſcredit and reflect on the Conqueſt : They would 
attribute all the Glory of our Arms to a covetous 
Impulſe and Thirſt of Gold, without remembring 
that we opened the Way to Religion with the con- 
current ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the Arm of God 
throughout the whole Undertaking. They very 
much lament the Indians, treating them as a de- 
fenceleſs and ſimple People, that their Sufferings 
might appear the greater, and by a wicked Com- 
paſſion ſhew their Hatred and Envy. The Caſe of 
Cholula needs no other Defence than the bare Nar- 


ration; which ſufficiently ſhews the Malice of thoſe 


Barbarians, how well they knew to make uſe both 
of Force and Fraud, and with how much Juſtice 
their Treachery was puniſhed. And from hence 

* may 
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may be gathered, with how much Paſſion and Par. 
tiality other Cafes are related with the ſame Charge 
of horrible Inhumanity. We are not ignorant, that 
in ſome Parts of the Indies Actions have been ſeen 
worthy Reprehenſion, indeed contrary both to Piety 
and Reaſon; but in what juſt and holy Underta- 
king has it not been neceſſary to paſs by ſome In- 
conveniencies? From what well-diſciplin'd Army 
could thoſe Abuſes and Diſorders, which the World 
calls military Liberty, be intirely baniſhed ? And 
what Proportion do theſe leſſer Inconveniencies bear 
with the principal Point of the Conqueſt? Thoſe 
who are envious of the Spaniſh Glory, muſt confeſs 
that from this Beginning reſulted, and with theſe 
Inſtruments was perfected, the Converſion of this 
Body of Gentiles, and ſo great a Part of the World, 
as at this Day, reſtored to their Creator. But to 
think that this Conqueſt of the Indies ſhould not be 
_ agreeable to God, and his moſt high Decree, for 
this or that Crime of the Conquerors, 1s to con- 
found the Subſtance with Accidents ; ſince even in 
the ineffable Work of our Redemption, there is pre- 
ſuppoſed (as neceſſary for univerſal Salvation) the 
Malice of thoſe permitted Sinners, who were the 
Inftruments of working the greateſt Remedy with 
the greateſt Iniquity. The Ends of God may be 
known in ſome of his Diſpoſitions, which carry along 
with them the Signals of his Providence ; but the 
Proportion and Suitableneſs of the Means by which 
they are purſued, is a Point reſerved to his eternal 
Wiſdom, and ſo concealed from human- Know- 
ledge, that theſe partial Judges ought to be heard 
with Contempt, whoſe too- refin'd Reaſonings would 
paſs on the World for Strength of Underſtanding, 
when in Truth they are no more than a daring Ig: 
norance. 
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The Spaniards march from Cholula ; they meet 


Chalco: Motezuma endeavours to flop them 
by Means of his Magicians. I 


drawing near, when ſome Zempoalans who 
ſerved in the Army (whether they feared the Danger 
of marching to the Court of Motezuma, or that the 
Love of their Country weighed more with them 
than Reputation) deſired Leave to return -Home; 
which Cortes granted without Difficulty, thanking 
them for the good Services they had done him : 
And by this Opportunity he ſent ſome Preſents to 
the Cazique of Zempoala; recommending again to 
his Care thoſe Spaniards he had left in his Diſtrict, 
upon the Confidence repoſed in his Friendſhip and 
Alliance. He wrote at the ſame Time to Juan de 
Eſcalante with particular Earneſtneſs, to ſend him 
ſome Meal, and Wine for the Maſs, which began 
to grow ſcarce, and the Want of which would be a 
very great Diſcomfort both to him and to all his 
Troops. He gave him a ſhort Account of his Pro- 
de that he might thereby encourage him to 
rengthen the Fortreſs of Vera Cruz by additional 
Fortifications ; not ſo much on account of the In- 
dians, as of what might be ſuſpected from Diego 
Velaſquez, whoſe reſtleſs Spirit added to the Gene- 
ral's Anxiety. | | 
Ar this Time arrived new Ambaſſadors from 
Motezuma, who having been informed of what had 
por at Cholula, was deſirous to take away all 
uſpicion from the Spaniards of his being concern'd 
| in 
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with new Difficulties on the Mountain of 


+ HE Day prefixed for the March was now 
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in that Affair: Accordingly, theſe Ambaſſadors 
returned Thanks to Cortes for chaſtizing that Sedi- | 
tion; vainly enlarging upon the Indignation of their 
King, and branding thoſe with the Name of Trai- 
tors, who had merited it no otherwiſe than by Obe. 
dience to his Commands. This Meſſage was ac. 
companied with a Preſent of equal Value and Pomp; 
and by what happened afterwards, 1t appeared, that 
the Deſign of it was to make Cortes think himſelf 
ſecure, that he might be the leſs circumſpect in his 
March, and fall into another Ambuſh prepared for 
him. ; | 
II fine, after fourteen Days Stay, during which 
Time they were employed in the Manner we have 
related, they began their March ; and the firſt 
Night the Army quartered in a Village in the Ju- 
riſdiction of Guajozingo, to which the Chiefs of that 
Government, and of other neighbouring Towns 
immediately repaired with a ſufficient Quantity of 
Proviſions, and ſome Preſents of ſmall Value, but 
enough to ſhew the Affection with which they ex- 
pected the Spaniards. Among theſe People Corte: 
found the ſame Complaints of Motezuma as in Pro- 
vinces more remote; nor was he ſorry to ſee rhoſe 
Humours extend ſo near the Heart, perſuadin;: 
himſelf, that a Prince could not be very powerful 
with ſo many Marks of a Tyrant, who, by loſing 
the Love of his Vaſſals, is deſtitute of the ſureſt 
Defence of a King. 
Tak next Day they proſecuted their March over 
a very craggy Mountain, which joined to the Vol- 
cano. Cortes marched with Caution, having been 
adviſed by one of the Caziques of Guajozingo at 
parting, not to confide in the Mexicans, who had 
placed a great Ambuſcade on the other Side of the 
Mountain, and ſtopped up the Royal Road, which 
gocs down from the Top to the Province of Foun 
| wit 
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with great Stones and Trees; and had opened and. 
ſmoothed at the Beginning another more impracti- 


cable Paſſage, having farther on in the Deſcent aug- 


mented the natural Precipices, with ſome they had 
made, that the Army by Degrees might be en- 
| tangled” in Difficulties, and be charged on a ſudden, 
when their Horſes could not turn themſelves, nor 
the Foot ſtand firm. They had reached the Top of 
the Mountain, (not without Fatigue, for it ſhowed 
and blew hard) when in the very higheſt Part, at a, 
little Diſtance from each other, they found the two 
Roads with the Marks that had been related, one 
ſtopt up, and covered; the other inviting to the 
View, and newly made. r | 
ALTHoucGH Hernan Cortes was highly incenſed. 
to find the Intelligence of this Piece of Treachery 
prove true; he was ſo much Maſter of himſelf, that. 
without ſhewing . Reſentment, or making any Di- 
ſturbance, he aſked Motezuma's Ambaſſadors, who 
marched near his. Perſon, what thoſe. two Roads 
meant? They anſwered, That the beſt was levelled 
for him to march: The other ſtopt up, as more craggy 
and difficult. Cortes replied, without changing either 
Voice or Countenance, You are but little acquainted. 
ſaid he, with thoſe of my Nation; they will march in 
this Road that you. have ſtopt up, for no other Rea- 
fon, than its Difficulty : For the Spaniards, whenſo- 


is the leaſt ecſy. Then, without making any Stop 
he commanded his Indian Friends to march fore- 


Side thoſe Obſtacles to his Paſſage, the Artifice 
whereof they had diſcovered to him : This was pre- 


the Ambaſſadors ; who not ſuſpecting the Stratagem 
of their Prince to be diſcovered, believed it a Piece 


tion 


ever they have it in their Choice, incline to that. which 
moſt, and clear the Way, by removing to each 
{ently put in Execution, to the great Surprize of 


of Divination, and found Matter both of Admira- 
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tion and Fear in the Gallantry of his Reſolution. 
Cortes made this artful Uſe of the Notice he had re- 
ceived, to avoid the Danger, without loſing his Re- 
putation: Nor did he care to have them think that 
he diſtruſted Motezuma ; but dextrouſly diſappointed 
his Statagem, without ſeeming to know it. 

So ſoon as the Indians in Ambuſcade perceived 
the Spaniards to march wide, and follow the Royal 
Road, they took it for granted that they were diſ. 
covered, and began to retire in as much Conſter- 
nation and Diſorder, as if they had been overcome 
in Battle: So that our Army deſcended into the 
Plain, without Oppoſition : They quartered that 
Night in ſome Houſes on the Skirts of the Moun- 
tain, built for the Entertainment of Mexican Mer- 
chants; who frequented the Fairs of Cholnla ; there 
they ſecured themſelves with double Guards, and 
fuch other Precautions as were neceſſary in a Coun: 
try where they marched in ſo little Security. 

MoTrzvuma, in the mean Time, diſpirited by 
the Difappointments he had met with, loft his Re- 
ſolution, and durſt not make ufe of Force. This 
want of Courage made him devout : He was more 
converſant with his Gods, frequented their Temples, 
and redoubled his Sacrifices, till he had tained al 
their Altars with human Blood : His Cruelty in- 
creafed with his Afflictions, and the - contradictory 
Anſwers of his Idols added to his Confuſion, and 
made him intirely diſconfolate ; for thoſe unclean 
Spirits that ſpoke in them difagreed in their Ad- 
vice. Sotne bad him open the Gates of the City to 
the Spaniards, that he might ſecure them all for 
Sacrifice, without their being able either to defend 


themſelves or to eſcape: Others adviſed, that he 
ſhould keep them at a Diſtance, and without ſuffer- 
ing himſelf to be ſeen, endeavour to deſtroy them; 
and to this Opinion he moſt inclined : For he was 

| extremely 
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extremely offended at their Preſumption in deſiring 
to enter his Court againſt his Will: He regarded 
this Obſtinacy of theirs, in Contradiction to his Or- 
ders, as an Invaſion of his Power, diſguifing his 
Pride under a pretended Concern for the Preſerva- 
tion of his Authority. But when he underſtood 
that the Spaniards were already arrived in the Pro- 
vince of Chalco, and that his laſt Ambuſh in the 
Mountain had no manner of Effe&, he grew uneaſy 
and impatient to the laſt Degree, not knowing what 
Meaſures to take : And his Counſellors left him in 
the ſame Uncertainty as his Oracles. At laſt he ſum- 
moned all his Magicians and Sorcerers, whoſe Pro- 
feſſion was much eſteemed in that Country, and of 
whom many had Communication with the Devil; 
the want of Knowledge of the true God giving a 
Reputation of Wiſe to thoſe Men who were the 


moſt deceived. He acquainted them what Occaſion 


he had for all their Skill, to check the Progreſs of 
theſe Strangers, of whoſe Deſigns he was ſo juſtly 
jealous. He commanded them to take the Field, 


and put the Spaniards to flight, or ſtupify them by 
the Force of their Enchantments, and work ſome 


extraordinary Effect, as they had been accuſtomed 
to do on Occaſions leſs important: If they accom- 
pliſned this, he promiſed them great Rewards; and 
threatened them with Death, if they returned into 
his Preſence without Succeſs. 

Tx1s Order was put in Execution with ſo much 
Zeal, that ſeveral numerous Companies of Necro- 
mancers were aſſembled and ſet out againſt the 
Spaniards, confiding in the Force of their Conjura- 
tions, and the Power which they believed they had 
over all Nature. Father Joſeph de Acoſta, and other 
creditable Authors report, That when they came to 
the Road of Chalco, by which the Army was march- 


ing, and there began their Invocations, and drew 
| | Circles, 
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Circles, the Devil appeared to them, in the Form of 
of one of their Idols, called Telcatlepuca, a God ab 
malignant and terrible, from whom they ſuppoſed be 
Plagues, Sterility, and other Chaſtiſements of Hea- 2 
ven to proceed. He came like one deſpighted and ws 
enraged ; and with his lowring angry Look, out- fle 
did the very Fierceneſs expreſs'd in the Countenance Te 
of the Idol. His Garments were girt with a Rope ſor 
of Wicker, which bound his Breaſt in different Ca 
Rounds, either for the better Expreſſion of his An- 475 
guiſh, or to ſhow, that he was dragged by an in- wh 
viſible Hand. They proftrated themſelves to adore of 
him; and he, without ſhewing the leaſt Regard to Kit 
their Humiliations, imitated the Voice as well as pal 
he had done the Figure of the Idol ; and ſpoke to 
them after this Manner: Unhappy Mexicans, the En 
Time is come wherein your Conjurations have loft their ard 
Force, and our League is intirely diſſolved. Tell Mo- the 
tezuma, that for his Tyranny and Cruelty, Heaven A; 
hath decreed his Ruin: And that you may after a ane 
more lively Manner repreſent to him the Deſolation of the 
his Empire, turn your Eyes upon that miſerable City, Me 
already forſaken by your Gods. Having ſaid this, he {po 
diſappeared ; and they beheld the whole City in a fes 
dreadful Flame, which leſſening by Degrees, at Do 
length vaniſh'd, and left the Buildings untouched. inf 
The Magicians returned to Motezuma with this Ac- of 
count, which they hoped would be ſufficient to ac- a 
quit them, notwithſtanding their Apprehenſions of WW ** 
his Cruelty. But he was ſo aſtoniſhed with the e 
Menaces of this malignant and calamitous God, 25 


that he remained ſpeechleſs for a while, like a Man 
in deep Thought; and ſummoning all his Spirits 
to his Support, and from that Inſtant laying aſide 
his native Fierceneſs, he caſt his Eyes on the Ma- 
gicians, and the reſt who were preſent: J/hat can 
we do, ſaid he, if our Gods forſake us? Let the , 

| Strangers 
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Strangers come, and the Heavens fall upon us: To 
abſcond, or turn our Backs upon Misfortune, would 
be diſhonourable. (And a little after he added) 7 
only lament the old Men, Women, and Children, who 
cannot defend themſeFves. And in making this Re- 
feftion it was with Difficulty that he with-held his 
Tears. It cannot be denied, but that there was 
ſomething very noble in his Reſolution to meet that 
Calamity. which he now regarded as inevitable ; nor 
was it a Tenderneſs unbecoming a Royal Mind, 
which he expreſſed in reflecting on the Oppreſſion 
of his Vaſſals : Such Sentiments are worthy of a 
King, among whoſe Virtues Humanity and Com- 
paſſion are no leſs heroical than Fortitude. 

Tuxv began from this Moment to think of the 
Entertainment which was to be given to the Spani- 
ards, and of the Solemnity and Preparations for 
their Reception : And from thence took Occaſion 
I to 4890 on the great Actions they had done, 
and the Prodigies with which Heaven had prepared 
their Way, the Marks they bore of thoſe Oriental 
Men, promiſed to their Anceſtors, and the De- 
ſpondency of their own Gods, who ſeemed to con- 
feſs themſelves vanquiſhed, and to abandon the 
Dominion of theſe Countries, as Divinities of an 
inferior Hierarchy. And there was ſufficient Need 
of all this Prepoſſeſſion to make it poſſible for ſuch 
a Handful of Men to penetrate (againſt ſuch obſti- 
nate Reſiſtance) to the very Court of a Prince ſo 
potent and abſolute z whoſe Vaſſals were bred up in 
a Dread of him, and reverenced him even to Ado- 

ration. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Motezuma ſends his Nephew, the Lord of Te- 
zeuco, to uit Cortes in his Quarters : He 
continues his March, and halts at Quitlavaca, 
within the Lake of Mexico. | 


[ROM the Houſes where the Army quartered 
on the other Side of the Mountain, they paſs'd 

the Day following to a ſmall Village in the Juriſ- 
diction of Chalco, ſituate on the Royal Road, ſome- 
what more than two Leagues from their former En- 
campment ; where the principal Cazique of the 
Province, and others of the Neighbourhood, imme- 
diately arrived : They brought Preſents, with ſome 
Proviſions : Cortes entertained them with great Hu- 
manity, and made them Preſents in Return for 
theirs : But he quickly difcovered by their Conver- 
fation, that they were very circumſpect, and cau- 
tious of ſpeaking before the Mexican Ambaſſadors: 
For they ſtopped out of Seaſon, and ſeemed em- 
baraſſed; and even in what they ſaid, explained 
what they would conceal. Hernan Cortes took them 
aſide, and, by the Help of his Interpreters, diſco- 
vered all the Venom of their Hearts. They com- 
plained immoderately of the Cruelties and Tyran- 
nies of Motezuma: They repreſented the intolera- 
ble Load of his Impoſts, which extended even to 
their Perſons; for he obliged them to labour with- 
out Wages, in his Gardens, and other Works of 
Vanity : They added with Tears, That they were 
forced to give up their Women as a Tribute to his 
Luſt, and that of his Miniſters, who choſe and rejected 
them at Pleaſure ; nor were the Mother's Arms a Se- 
curity to her Daughter, or the Bed of a Huſband any 
Protection to his Wife. "Fhey repreſented this to 
| Cor 165, 
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Cortes, as to the Perſon who was to apply a Res 
medy 3 beholding him as a Deity deſcended from 
Heaven, to exerciſe Juriſdiction over Tyrants. He 
hearkened to them with Compaſſion, and endea- 
voured to ſupport them with the Hopes of Relief; 
permitting the Opinion they had entertained of 
him to paſs at that Time without undeceiving their } 
Ignorance. He did not willingly ſuffer his Poli- | | 
tics to carry him beyond the Bounds of Modeſty; | 
and as little did he care to leſſen the advantageous 
Notion theſe People had of him, which he conſi- 
dered as a Point of the utmoſt Importance. 

Hz, purſued his March the next Day for four 
Leagues, through a more temperate and pleaſant 
Country, whoſe beautiful Groves and Gardens ſpoke , 
the Bounty of Nature, and the Induſtry of Art. He 
made a Halt in Amemeca, where he quartered his 
Army in a Village tolerably well inhabited, built on 
a Creek of the great Lake, one Half in the Water, 
and the other on firm Land, at the Foot of a little 
Mountain, rugged and barren : To this Place re- 
ſorted a great many Mexicans, with their Arms, 
and military Ornaments : And tho' it was believed 
at firſt, that Curioſity only brought them thither, 
their Numbers increaſed to ſuch a Degree as to give 
Umbrage ; nor wanted there ſome Reaſons to create 
a Jealouſy of their Neſigns. Cortes had recourſe to 
ſuch Impreſſions on their Senſes as he thought pro- 
per to ſtop and affright them; making a Diſcharge 
of ſome Fire-Arms, and Pieces of Artillery, in the 
Air, and provoking the Fury of the Horſes ; and 
the Interpreters repreſented thoſe ſtrange Sounds, as 
the Forerunners of ſome finiſter Event : By which 
Means he obliged them to retire to a greater Di- 
ſtance from his Quarters before Night came on. We 
cannot affirm, that they came with any hoſtile In- 
tentions z nor doth it ſeem likely, that they bout 

2 ; under- 
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undertake any new Conſpiracy, when Motezumg 
was reduced to let himſelf be ſeen; tho* afterwards 
the Centinels killed ſome Indians for advancing too 
near, with an Appearance of reconnoitring the 
Quarters: And it is poffible, that ſome Chief of 
the Mexicans might lead his Troops thither, with ; 
Deſign to ſurprize the Spaniards ; as believing it 
might not be diſagreeable to their King, who they 
thought, was making a Peace repugnant” to his 
Temper and Intereſt: But this is no more than 


"Conjecture; for in the Morning they only diſco- 
vered ſome Troops of People without Arms, who 
had placed themſelves in he Road to ſee the 


Strangers paſs. _ Oe. 2 
OrÞERs were now giving for the Army ta earch, 
when four Mexican Cavaliers arrived at the Q. 
ters with Notice, that Prince Cacumatzin, Nephey 
to Moteauma, and Lord of Tezeuco, was coming, to 
viſit Cortes on the Part of his Uncle; nor was i 


long before he arrived, accompany*d--by a 'great 
many Nobles richly adorned, and bearing the En. 


figns of Peace. He was Carried on the Shoulders 


of ſome Indians of his Family, in a Chair covered 


with various Feathers, whoſe Colours were diver- 
ſified with Deſign and Proportion. He was a young 
Man of about 25 Years'of Age, of an agreeable 


Preſence. So ſoon as he alighted, ſome of his Ser- 


vants went before to ſweep the Ground where he 
was to tread, putting back the People on each Side 
with much Ceremony, which, howſoever ridicu]ons 
carrried a Shew of Authority. Cortes went to re- 
ceive him as far as the Door of his Apartment, ha 
ving adorned himſelf as uſual on ſuch Oceaſions; 
and, at his Approach, made a profound Reverence: 


Which the Prince returned, touching the Earth, 


and afterwards his Lips with 'his Right Hand: He 
took his Place with a free eaſy Air, and ſpoke = 
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che Compoſure of a Man, who knew how to look 
on Novelties without-Surprize. The. Subſtance of 
his Diſcourſc was, in proper Expreſſions, to welcome 
Cortes, and all the Captains of his Army; to inform 
hin of the amicable Diſpoſition with which the great 
Motezuma expected them, and how much be. defired 
te eftabliſþ a firm Correſpondence and Friendſbip with 
the Puiſſant Eaſtern Prince who ſent bim; whoſe 
Power he was obliged to acknowledge, for ſame Rea- 
I ſons, which they ſhould underſtand from bis own 


Mouth: And then, by Way of private Diſcourſe, 
5 entertained him (as the other Ambaſſadors had 
7 done before) with the Difficulties that oppoſed his 


coming to Mexico, pretending that the People were 
much diſtreſſed by that Year's Barrenneſs all over the 
Country; and telling him (as a Point that gave the 
King much Concern) how ill the Spaniards muſt be 
accommodated, where the Inhabitants themſelves wanted 
neceſſary Subſiſtence. To this Cortes reply'd, (in 
that myſterious Manner, by which he conſtantly 
maintained the Reſpect and Awe he had imprinted 
on the People) That the King his ' Maſter, being a 
Monarch without Equal in the other World where the 
Sun riſes, had likewiſe ſome Reaſons of bigb Import 
or offering his Friendſhip to Motezuma, and for com- 
nunicating to him ſeveral Affairs which eſſentially re- 
garded bis Perſon and Dignity, and ſuch as would not 
be undeſerving of his Acknowledgment : And that for 
bis own Part, be did with a moſt particular Reſpect 
accept the Liberty he gave him, to deliver his Am- 
aſſy, without being the leaſt in Pain for the preſent 
carcity of the Country: That the Spaniards required 
ut little Nouriſhment to ſupport their Vigour, and 
pere inured to ſuffer, and even deſpiſe thoſe Inconve- 
niencies and Fatigues, which diſtreſsd Men of an in- 
ferior Species. Cacumatzin ſaid no more to divert 
is Reſolution ; but received ſome ſmall Jewels of 
9 an 
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an extraordinary Glaſs, which Cortes preſented him, 
with abundance of Joy and Acknowledgment ; ac. 
companied the Army as far as Tezeuco, the Capital 
of his Dominion; from whence he proceeded to 
Mexico, with the Anſwer to his Embaſly. 
TxZtvco was in thoſe Days one of the greateſt 
Cities of that Empire: Some ſay it was as big a 
Sevil; and others, that it vied with Mexico itſelf for 
Grandeur, and pretended (not without Reaſon) to 
be ſuperior to it in Point of Antiquity. The prin- 
cipal Front of the Buildings was extended on the 
Border of a ſpacious Lake, in a delightful Situation, 
where the Cauſey of Mexico began: And by that 
Cortes purſued his March, without ſtopping at 7: 
2enco; for his Intention was to advance to [ztar- 
palapa, three Leagues forward; from whence he 
could with Eaſe the next Day enter Mexico in good 
Time. In this Part the Cauſey was about twenty 
Foot broad, made of Stone and Lime, with ſome 
Works on the Surface : In the Middle of the Way, 
upon the ſame Cauſey, there was another Town o 
about two thouſand Houſes, called Quitlavaca; and 
becauſe it was founded in the Waters, they called 
it Venuzuela, or Little Venice. The Cazique went 
out with a great Retinue to receive Cortes, and de- 
fired he would honour his City that Night with his 
Preſence; this he did fo earneſtly, and with ſuch a 
Appearance of Affection, that Cortes judged it ne- 
ceflary to yield to his Intreaties, for fear of diſo- 
bliging him: Beſides that he found his Stay would 
be of Aden in order to the making his Ob. 
ſervations; for as he had now a nearer View of the 
Danger, he was jealous of their breaking the Cau- 
ſey, or taking away the Bridges, to obſtruct hi 
March. | 8 | 
From this Place might be ſeen the greateſt Part 
of the Lake, beautified with various Towns and 
| Cauſeys; 
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Cauſeys; Towers and Pinnacles which ſeemed to 
ſwim upon the Waters, Trees and Gardens out of 
their proper Element; beſides a Multitude of In- 
dians, who were approaching in their Canoes to be- 
hold the Spamards, and a much greater Number on 
the Battlements of the Houſes ; a Sight extremely 
beautiful, and a Novelty ſurprizing beyond Imagi- 
nation. 

Taz Army was ſufficiently accommodated in 
theſe Quarters ; for here the People entertained their 
Gueſts with Civility and a chearful Aſpect ; and 
their Politeneſs was a Proof, that they lived in the 
Neighbourhood of Motezuma's Court: But the Ca- 
zique was not able to refrain from manifeſting the 
little Affection he bore that Emperor, and that he 
had the ſame Deſire with the reſt to free himſelf 
from the intolerable Yoke of his Government : For 
he encouraged the Soldiers to the Enterprize, which 
he repreſented as very eaſy ; and told the Interpre- 
ters, (as deſiring that all ſhould know it) That the 
Cauſey from thence to Mexico was more capacious, 
and better than what they bad paſſed ;, that they had 
nothing to apprebend on the Way, nor from the Towns 
on the Borders of it ; that the City of Iztacpalapa, 
(through which they were to paſs) was peaceably in- 
clined, and bad Orders to receive and entertain the 
Spaniards as Friends : And notwithſtanding the Lord 
of that City was a Relation of Motezuma, they bad 
10 Reaſon to fear on that Score; for the Prodigies 
from Heaven, the Anſwers of his Oracles, and the Ac- 
counts he had received of the Spaniſh Army's Exploits, 
had rendered him bumble and diſpirited; for which 
Reaſon they would find him deſirous of Peace, and ra- 
ther difpoſed to ſuffer than provoke. The Cazique 
ſpoke Truth, but with ſome Mixture of Paſſion and 
Flattery : Notwithſtanding which, Cortes divulged 
and exaggerated the —_— he had given, _— 
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his Soldiers; and it muſt be confeſſed it came in 
Seaſon, that thoſe who were not over-forward in the 
Purſuit of this Enterprize, might not be diſcou- 
raged at the great Variety of wonderful Objects, 
which they had in View,' from whence they might 
form Apprehenſions of the Grandeur of the Mexi- 
can Court, and the formidable Power of the King: 
But the Cazique's Intelligence, with the Reflections 
they made on Motezuma's Perplexity, and his Want 
of Spirit, had ſuch an Effect at this Juncture, that 
all the Soldiers were tranſported with Joy, where 
they found Cauſe of Aſtoniſnment; and their Hopes 
of Succeſs were raiſed in Proportion to their Admi- 
ration of what they ſaw. 


Cm TX 


The Army marches to Iztacpalapa; they make a 
Diſpoſition for their Entry into Mexico. A 
Deſcription of the Pomp in which Motezuma 
went to receive the Spaniards, 


THE next Morning, a little after Break of Day, 
they formed themſelves upon the ſame Cau- 

ſey, as well as it would allow, being in that Part 
wide enough for eight Horſes to march in Front. 
The Army conſiſted then of about four hundred 
and fifty Spaniards, and fix thouſand Indians, Tlaſ- 
calans, Zempoalans, and other Confederates. They 
continued their March (without any remarkable Ad- 
venture) to the City of Itacpalapa, where they in- 
tended to halt; a Place far exceeding the reſt, in 
the Height of its Towers and Manner of Building: 
The City conſiſted of near ten thouſand Houſes, of 
| twa 
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two and three Stories high, Part of which were built 
upon the Lake, but the much greater Part upon the 
Shore, in a delightful and commodious Situation. 
The Lord of this Place went out with a numerous 
Train to receive the Army, and was aſſiſted on this 
Occaſion by the Princes of Magiſcatzingo andCuyoacan, 
which were Towns bordering upon the Lake: They 
brought three ſeparate Preſents of various Fruits, 
Fowls, and other Proviſions, with ſome Pieces of 
Gold, worth near two thouſand Peſos: They pre 
ſented themſelves together, and made themſelves 
known, by telling each his Name and Dignity, re- 
lying on their Preſents to ſupply what was wanting 
in their Words. | 
Taz Entry of the Spaniards into this City was 
welcomed with loud Acclamations of the People, 
whoſe unruly Joy on that Occaſion aſſured the moſt 
jealous Spirits of their Sincerity : The Lodging of 
the Spaniards was prepared in the Prince's own Pa- 
lace, - where they were all under Cover; the reſt in 
the Courts and Porches were ſufficiently accommo- 
dated for one Night, which they had Reaſon to 
paſs without any Apprehenſion of Danger. The 
Palace was large, and well built, with diſtinct A- 
partments both above and below ; among which 
were many Chambers, whoſe Roofs were flat, and 
of Cedar, and not without Furniture; for foals had 
Cotton Hangings of various coloured Painting, well 
proportioned. There were in IZtacpalapa many 
Fountains of ſweet and wholeſome Water, conveyed 
by ſeveral Aqueducts from the neighbouring Moun- 
tains, and- a great Number of Gardens, large and 
well cultivated ; among which there was one far 
more ſpacious and beautiful than the reſt, which 
the Cazique had for his own Diverſion : To this he 
carried Cortes that Evening, with ſome of his Cap- 
tains and Soldiers, as deſirous to omit nothing that 
might 
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might entertain his Gueſts, and at the ſame Time 
atify his own Pride and Vanity. There he had 
Fruit Trees diſpoſed into very large Walks, leaving 
Room for ſmaller Plants, and a Parterre with Divi- 
ſions made of Canes interwoven, and covered with 
odoriferous Herbs; beſides ſeveral Squares cultiva. 
ted with great Induſtry, and adorned with Variety 
of Flowers: In the Middle of the Garden was z 
Pond of freſh Water of quadrangular Form, en. 
compaſſed with a Wall made of Stone and Lime, 
with Stairs on all Sides to the Bottom: It was ſo 
large, that each Side contained four hundred Paces; 
and here Fiſh of the moſt delicate Kind were bred, 
and ſeveral Sorts of Water-Fowl reſorted hither, 
ſome known in Europe, and others of beautiful Fi. 
gure and extraordinary Feathers: A Work wel 
worthy of a Prince, and which belonging to a Vaſſi 
of Motezuma, afforded an Idea of the greater Mag- 
nificence of his Sovereign. The Night paſſed very 
quietly, and the People returned with Pleaſure, and 
a frank open Behaviour, to the Entertainment of 
the Spaniards ; but it was obſerved they ſpoke her: 
after another Manner concerning the Affairs of M. 
tezuma, than the reſt of his Subjects; for they al 
praiſed his Government, and extolled his Grandeur; 
whether the Honour the Cazique had of belonging 
to him, had imprinted that Idea on their Mind, 
or that they were intimidated by the Neighbourhood 

of the Tyrant. | | 
THrey had two Leagues of Cauſey from hence to 
Mexico, and took the Morning before them: Fot 
Cortes was deſirous to make his Entry, and pay hi 
Compliments to Mozezuma in good Time, ſo as to 
have ſome Part of the Day left to reconnoitre and 
fortify his Quarters. He continued his March in 
the accuſtomed Order, and leaving on the one Side 
the City of Magiſcatzingo, ſituate on the age 
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and on the other, that of Cuyocan, upon the Cauſey, 
beſides a great many Towns, which were ſeen at a 
Diſtance upon the Lake, they diſcovered, as they 
drew ſomewhat nearer, (and not without Admira- 
tion) the great City of Mexico, elevated to a vaſt 


Degree above all the reſt, and carrying an Air of 


Dominion in the Pride of her Buildings. They had 
marched little leſs than half Way, when they were 
met by more than four thouſand Nobles and Offi- 
cers of the City, who came to receive them; and 
whoſe Compliments delayed their March a conſi- 
derable Time, though they only paid their Obei- 
fance, and then advanced before the Troops towards 
Mexico. In the March, a Ittle before the City, was 
2 Bulwark of Stone, with two ſmall Caſtles on the 
Sides, which took up all the Breadth of the Cau- 
ſey; the Gates opened on another Part of the Cau- 
ſey, terminated by a Drawbridge, which defended 
the Entrance of the City with a ſecond Fortification. 
As ſoon as the Nobles who accompanied them had 
paſſed to the other Side of the Bridge, they made 
a Lane for the Army to march, falling back on 
each Side; and then there appeared a very large 
and ſpacious Street, with great Houſes uniformly 
built ; the Windows and Battlements were full of 
Spectators, but the Street intirely empty. And 
they informed Cortes, that it was. ſo ordered, be- 
cauſe Motezuma reſolved to come in Perſon to re- 
ceive him, in order to diſtinguiſh him by a parti- 
cular Mark of Favour. 

A LITTLE after this appeared the firſt Troop of 
the Royal Retinue, which conſiſted of about two 
hundred Noblemen of Motezuma's Family, cloathed 
in one Livery, with great Plumes of Feathers, alike 
in Faſhion and Colour: They came in two Files, 
with remarkable Silence and Compoſure, bare- 
footed, without lifting their Eyes from the Ground, 

| in 


- 
F we PO. T 


300 The HISTORY of the Bock III. 


in Manner of a Proceſſion. So ſoon as they ap- 
proached the Spamards, they fell back on each 
Side in the ſame Order with the reſt; and then 
there appeared afar off a larger Company, better 
dreſſed and of greater Dignity ; in the Midſt of 
which was Motezuma, carried upon the Shoulders 
of his Favourites in 4 Chair of burniſhed Gold, 
which glittered through the various Works of Fea- 
thers, placed in handſome Proportion about it; the 
nice Diſtribution of which in ſome Meaſure ſeemed 
to outvie the Coſt of the Metal. Four Perſons of 
great Diſtinction followed his Chair, holding over 
him a Canopy made of inter woven green Feathers, 
ſo put together, that they formed a Kind of Web, 
with ſome Ornaments of Silver: A littie before him 
went three Officers with golden Rods in their Hands, 
which they lifted up on high from time to time, as 
a Signal of the King's Approach, that all might 
' proſtrate themſelves before him, and not preſume 
to look up, which was an Irreverence puniſhed as 
Sacrilege. Cortes diſmounted before he came up 
with him, and Motezuma at the ſame Time alighted 
from his Chair: Some Indians went before ſpreading 
Carpets, that his Feet might not touch the Ground, 
which, in their Opinion, was unworthy of the Ho- 
nour. 5 FEES 

HE came forward to the Ceremony with a ſlow 
ſolemn Pace; leaning with his Hands on the Arms 
of the Princes of Iꝝtacpalapa and Tezeuco, his Cou- 
fins, and advanced ſome Steps to receive Cortes. He 
was of a good Preſence, about forty Years of Age, 
of a middle Stature, and a Conſtitution rather deli- 
cate than ſtrong; his Noſe was aquiline, and he had 
a fairer Complexion than the Generality of the In- 


dians, his Hair came juſt below his Ears, his Eyes 


were lively, his Look majeſtick and thoughtful. 


For his Apparel he wore a Mantle ef the fineſt 
| ; Cotton, 
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Cotton, tied careleſiy on his Shoulders, covering 
the greateſt Part of his Body, with the End trailing 
on the Ground, adorned with different Jewels of 
Gold, Pearls, and precious Stones, in ſuch Number 
that they ſeemed rather a Weight than an Ornament. 


His Crown was a Mitre of light Gold, ending in a 


Point before; the hinder Part was made rounder: 
On his Feet he wore Shoes of hammered Golcd, 
whoſe Straps, ſtudded with the ſame, bound ther) 


to his Feet, and came round Part of his Leg, like 
the Roman military Sandals. 


CorTEs advanced with all becoming Haſte, and 


made a profound Reverence z which Motezuma an- 
ſwered, by laying his Hand upon the Ground, and 
raiſing. it afterwrrds to his Lips: A new and un- 
heard-of Condeſcenſion among thoſe Princes, but 


much more ſo in Motezuma, who would ſcarcely 
bend his Neck to his Gods, and affected an Exceſs 


of Pride, -which, it may be, he knew not how to 
diſtinguiſh from Majeſty. Theſe Demonſtrations of 


Reſpect, and his going out in Perſon” to receive 


Cortes, occaſioned great Ad miration among. the 7» 
dians, and added to their Eſteem of the Spaniards z 
for they could not be perſuaded, but that the King 
had well confidered what he did, ſubmitting their 
own Reaſon to his with an implicit Reſignation. 
Cortes had put upon his Coat of Mail a Chain of 
Glaſs, curiouſly fer together, in Imitation of Dia- 
monds and Emeralds, which he had referved as a 
Preſent for the firſt Audience; and being cloſe to 
Motezuma, he threw it about his Neck. The.two 
Princes who ſupported him would have ſtopped 
Cortes, with ſome Emotion letting him underſtand, 
that it was not lawful to approach ſo near the Per- 
ſon of the King; but he reprimanded them, and 
was ſo well pleaſed with the Preſent, that he placed 
it among his TY as a Thing of W 
alue 3 


8 * W _ 


302 The HISTORY of the Book III. 


Value; and to return his Acknowledgment in 2 
Manner remarkably generous, while the reſt of the 
Officers came up to be preſented, he ordered a Col- 
lar to be brought, the richeſt Piece he had among 
his Jewels: It was of Crimſon Shells, extremely 
_ valued in that Country, ſet together with ſuch Art, 
that at every one of them hung four Crabs of 'Gold, 
very much to the Life; and he himſelf put it on 
Cortes s Neck ; a Favour which occaſioned a ſecond 
Wonder among the Mexicans. The Speech of Cor- 
tes was ſhort, and fitted to the Occafion : Motezu- 
ma's Anſwer was likewiſe in few Words, diſcreet 
and decent : He immediately commanded one of 
the two Princes who went by his Side, to conduct 
and accompany Hernan Cortes to his Lodging, and 
leaning on the other, went to his Chair, and re. 
turned to his Palace with the ſame Pomp and Gr. 
vity. 5 
Tux Entry of the Spaniards into Mexico was on 
the Eighth of November in the Year 1519, the Day 
of the four crowned Martyrs. The Lodging pro- 
vided for them was one of the Royal Houſes, Pai 
by Arayaca, the Father of Motezama : In Largeneh 
it vied with the principal Palace of the Mexica 
jr mn and had the Appearance of a Fortrek, 
thick Stone Walls, and ſome Towers upon the 
Flanks, which made the Defence of it eaſy: It con. 
tained all the Army; and the firſt Care of Corte 
was to view every Part of it for the better Diſtr: 
bution of his Guards and Lodgment of his Arti 
lery, and to ſecure his Quarters : Some Chambers 
deſigned for the ſuperior Officers were furniſhed 
with Cotton Hangings of various Colours, which 
was the chief Part of their Manufacture, more cr 
leſs fine: The Chairs were of Wood, all of one 
Piece; the Bedſteads had Curtains like Pavilions; 
but the Bottoms of the Beds were of Palm-Mats, 


and 
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and the Bolſters of the ſame rolled up. The greateſt 
Princes there had no better Beds, neither did the 
People much conſult their Eaſe; for living aceord- 


ing to the Rules of Nature, they were content with 


what was neceſſary: And we know not whether this 
Ignorance of Superfluity in thoſe Barbarians might 
not be called a Happineſs. 


— — — „ 


CHAP. KI. 


Motezama comes the ſame Day in the Evening 
to viſit Cortes at his Lodging; the Speech be 
made before he heard the Embaſſy : And the 

- Anſwer f Cortes. 


TT was but little paſt Mid-day, when the Spa- 
niards entered the Houſe appointed for their 
Lodging, where they found a ſplendid Banquet pre- 
pared for Cortes, and the Captains of his Army, 
and great Abundance of Proviſions leſs delicate for 
the Soldiers, with many Indian Servants, who ſer- 
ved them with Mear and Drink, in profound Si- 
lence and exact Order. In the Evening came Mo- 
tezuma, with the ſame Pomp and Attendance as 
before, to viſit Cortes; of which being advertiſed, 
he went out to receive him in the principal Square 
of the Houſe, with all the Reſpect due for ſuch a 
Favour. He accompanied him as far as the Door 
of his Apartment, where he made him a profound 
Reverence; Motezuma paſſed by him, and took 
his Seat with an Air of Negligence and Majeſty : 
He preſently commanded a Chair to be brought for 
Cortes, and made a Signal to the Cavaliers who at- 
tended him, to retire to the Wall. Cortes * the 

: ame 


"IM The HISTORY of the Book III. 


ſame to his Officers: The Interpreters came, and 
when Cortes was preparing to begin his Speech, 
Motezuma ſtopt him, and ſignified that he had 
ſomewhat to ſay before he gave him Audience; 
and Authors report, that he ſpoke in the following 
Manner : 
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% Before you deliver the Embaſly of the great 


Prince who ſent you, illuſtrious Captain and va- 
liant Stranger, both you and I muſt paſs by, 
and bury in Oblivion, what Fame hath publiſhed 
of our Perſons and Conduct, abuſing our Ears 
with idle Rumours, which prepoſſeſs us againſt 
Truth, and render her obſcure, either by Flat- 
tery or Reproach. In ſome Places you have been 
told, That I am one of the immortal Gods ; my 
Power and my Perſon have been exalted to the 
Heavens; in others, that the Buſineſs of Fortune 
is to inrich me; that the Walls and Coverings 
of my Palace are all Gold, and that the Earth 
groans beneath the Weight of my Treaſure; in 
others, that I am a Tyrant, cruel, and proud, 
abhorring Juſtice, and a Stranger to Mercy. But 


both the one and the other have equally impoſed 
upon you by their Exaggerations: And that you 


may not imagine me a God, but be ſenſible of 
the Folly of thoſe who ſuppoſe me to be ſo, this 
Part of my Body (ſaid he, uncovering his Arm) 
will undeceive you, and prove that you talk to 
a Mortal, of the ſame Species with the reſt of 
Men; but more noble and more powerful. My 
Riches, I deny not, are great; but the Account 
of my Vaſſals makes them much greater than 


they are. This Houſe wherein you lodge, is one 


of my Palaces: Behold the Walls made of Stone 
and Lime, ordinary Materials, which owe their 
Value to Art: And now, from both theſe In- 
ſtances, judge how likely it is, that my Tyran- 
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| &« nies have been magnified in the ſame Manner. 
| « Suſpend. your Judgment at leaſt, till you enter 
« into my Reaſons; and lay no Streſs on the Ac- 
cuſations brought againſt me by my rebellious 
| « Subjects, till you have firſt informed yourſelf, 

« whether that which they call Oppreſſion be not 
« Chaſtiſement; and whether they can complain 
Þ « of my Severity without having deſerved it. 

) After the ſame Manner have we received vari- 
d e ous Informations of your Nature and Actions; 
8 « Some have ſaid, that you are Gods; that the 
lt « wild Beaſts obey you; that you graſp the Thun- 


t- & der in your Hands, and command the Elements: 
n “ Others have reported that you are wicked, re- 
L « vengeful, proud, Slaves to your Vices, and tranſ- 


1 e ported with an inſatiable Thirſt of the Gold 
ne * which our Country produces. But now I ſee you 
5 Wl © are of the ſame Compoſition and Form with the 
ch « reſt of Men; though you are diſtinguiſhed from 
in us by ſome Accidents, which the Difference of 


d, Countries occaſions among Mortals. Theſe 
+ “ Beaſts which obey, you, I find are large Deer, 
e 


* which. you have tamed, and bred up in ſuch im- 
perfect Knowledge, as may be attained to by the 
of , Inſtinct of Animals. Your Arms which reſem- 


his . ble Lightning, I conceive to be Barrels of un- 
1 known Metal; whoſe Effect like that of our Sar- 


* bacans, proceeds from Air compreſſed, which 
«* {trives for a Vent, and forces its Way through 
* all Impediments: The Fire, which your Barrels 
* diſcharge with greater Noile, is ſome Secret more 


han . than natural of that Science, which our Magi- 
one BF cians underſtand. For the reſt, which has been 
= related of your Proceedings, I find likewiſe, ac- 
In 


* cording to the Obſervation of my Ambaſſadors 
and Servants, that you are courteous and reli- 
F gious; that your Reſentments are founded on 
Vol. I. X « Reaſon; 
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« Reaſon: Hardſhips you bear chearfully; and, 
* among your other Virtues, diſcover Liberality, 


-& which rarely accompanies a covetous Mind. So 
that we muſt on both Sides forget all paſt Infor- 


e mations, and be thankful to our Eyes for unde- 
„ ceiving our Imaginations: Which taking for 
„ granted, I would have you underſtand, before 
„ you begin your Diſcourſe, that we are not igno- 


rant, or ſtand in Need of your Perſuaſions, to 


<< believe, that the Great Prince you obey, is de 
* ſcended from our ancient Quezalcoal, Lord of 
the Seven Caves of the Navarlaques, and lawful 


King of thoſe Seven Nations, which gave Begin. 


* ning to the Mexican Empire. By one of hi 
« Prophecies, which we reverence as an infallible 
„Truth, and by a Tradition of many Ages, pre. 
« ſerved in our Annals, we know, that he departed 
* from theſe Countries to conquer new Region 
« in the Faſt; leaving a Promiſe, that in Procti 
« of Time, his Deſcendants ſhould return to model 
« our Laws, and amend our Government. And, 
& becauſe the Marks you carry agree with thi 
Prophecy, and the Prince of the Eaft, who fend: 
you, manifeſts in your very Actions, the Great: 
« neſs of ſo illuſtrious a Progenitor, we have al 
ready determined, that all Things ſhall be done 
« for his Honour, to the utmoſt of our Ability; 
of which I have thought fir to advertiſe you 
* that without any Conſtraint you may declar 
„ what you have to propoſe, and attribute to { 
* noble a Cauſe this Exceſs of my Goodnefs. 
Motezuma in this Manner: ended the Difſcourk, 
which he had calculated to prepoſſeſs the Spariari 
with an Opinion of his Integrity, and which he de 
livered in a Style of Majeſty : The Subſtance of i 
gave ſufficient Ground to Cortes (without difputin 
the Illuſions which he found fo univerſally — 
bliſhe 
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bliſhed in the Minds of the Indians) to anſwer in 
theſe or the like Terms: 
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« SIR, After rendering Thanks for the, extreme 
Goodneſs with which you condeſcend to hearken 
to our Embaſly, and the ſuperior Knowledge 
which you imploy in our Favour, by contem- 
ning (to our great Advantage) the Miſrepreſen- 
tations of common Fame, I muſt likewiſe ac- 
quaint you, that your Ambaſſadors have been re- 
ceived by us with that Reſpect and Veneration 
which is agreeable to your Greatneſs. Much we 
have heard concerning you in theſe Countries, 
under your own Dominion; ſome vilifying your 
Actions, others placing you among the Gods: 
But this Way 4 exaggerating is prejudicial to 
the Truth; for as the Voice of Man is the Trum- 
pet of Fame, ſo it is influenced by his Paſſions; 
and theſe either do not underſtand Things as 
they are, or do not relate them as they are un- 
derſtood. The Spaniards, Sir, have that pene- 
trating View, which diſcovers the different Co- 
lours of Diſcourſe, and in them the Deceit of 
the Heart. We have given no Credit either to 
your Rebels or Flatterers: We are come into 
your Preſence, with certain Aſſurance of your be- 
ing a great Prince, and a Friend to Reaſon, with- 
out any Neceſſity of being convinced by our 
Senſes that you are mortal. We Spaniards alſo 
are mortal, but more valiant, and of greater Un- 
derſtanding than your Vaſſals, born in a Climate 
of more powerful Influences than yours: The 


Beaſts which obey us, are not like your Deer, 


but of a Kind more fierce and generous ; Brutes 
inclined to War, and which know how to aſpire, 
with a ſort of Ambition, to the Glory of their 


| Maſters. Our Fire-Arms are the Effect of hu- 


man Induſtry, without owing any Part of their 


X 2 | Production 
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* Production to the Skill of Magicians; a Science 
„ abominable among us, and more contemned than 
* Ignorance itſelf. 1 thought it my Duty to eſta- Il 
* bliſh theſe Principles, that I might the better 
comply with the Commands you have laid upon 
* me. Iam now to acquaint you, with all due Re- 
* verence to your Majeſty, that I come as Ambaſ- t« 
* ſador from the moſt powerful Monarch the Sun 
* ſhines on from his firſt Riſing : He deſtres to be 
* your Friend and Confederate, not by Virtue of 
*< thoſe ancient Rights, which you have declared, 
nor for any other Reaſon, than to open a Com-. 
* munication between the two Monarchies, that by | 
this Means he may have the Pleafure to free you 
* from your Errors. And though he might (ac- 
** cording to the Tradition of your own Hiſtories) 
* pretend to be more abſolute in theſe Dominions, 
he only deſires to make uſe of his Authority, 
to gain your Credit in Things intirely for your 
own Advantage ; and to inform you, Sir, and 
you, Mexicans, who hear me, that you live in 
Error, with regard to the Religion you profeſs ; 
*© adoring: inſenſible Pieces of Wood, the Work of 
your own Hands and Fancies: Foraſmuch as 
there is but one true God, the eternal Cauſe of 
* all Things, without Beginning or Ending ; whoſe 
infinite Power created out of Nothing. the won- 
* defful Fabrick of the Heavens, the Sun which 
enlightens us, the Earth which ſuſtains us, and 
the firſt Man from whom we all proceed, under 
„equal Obligation to acknowledge and adore our 
* firſt Caufe, This very Obligation is imprinted 
in your Souls, of whoſe Immortality you are not 
ignorant; but which nevertheleſs you debaſe and 
** deſtroy, by paying Adoration to Devils, unclean 
5 „ Pirits, Creatures of the ſame God, who for In- 


gratitude and Rebellion are caſt into ſubterra- 
1 nean 
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« nean Fires, of which you have ſome: imperfect 
Image in your Volcanos. Theſe, who through 
« their Envy and Wickedneſs, are mortal Enemies 
« to Mankind, endeavour your Perdition, by cau- 
« ſing themſelves to be adored in your abomina- 
« ble Idols. Theirs is the Voice you ſometimes 
« hear in the Anſwers of your Oracles; theirs the 
« Illuſions which impoſe on your Reaſon the Er- 
„ rors of Imagination. I am ſenſible, Sir, that 
« fach high Myſteries are not to be explained, at 
this preſent Juncture: But the King, whoſe an- 
tient Superiority you acknowledge, exhorts you 
to hear me onthis Subject with an unprejudiced 


Mind, that you may taſte of that Repoſe which 


* your Spirit will find in Truth, and be ſenſible 
how often you have reſiſted natural Reaſon, which 
* has afforded you Light ſufficient to diſcover 
* your Errors. This is the firſt Thing which the 
King my Maſter deſires of your Majeſty, and 
* the chief Propoſal I have to make to you, 
as the moſt effectual Means to eſtabliſh with 2 
* laſting Amity the Confederacy of the two Crowns 
gon the ſolid Foundation of Religion, which 
uniting us in Principles, may introduce and fix 
a voluntary Friendſhip in our Minds.“ Thus 
id Hernan Cortes endeavour to maintain, in Mote- 
uma's Belief, the Reputation of his Forces without 
eparting from the Truth; making a dexterous 
le of the Original they had beſtowed on his 
ing; and not contradicting what they imagined, 
at he might give the greater Authority to his 
mbaſſy. But Motezuma heard the Point of Reli- 
on without any Mark of Conviction ; continuing 
perſtitiouſly obſtinate in his Pagan Errors: And 
ing from his Seat, I do accept (ſaid he) with 
all Acknowledgment, the Confederacy and Friend- 
ſhip you propaſe from the great Deſcendant of 
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& Ouezalcoal; but all Gods are good, and yours 
may be what you ſay, without Offence to mine. 
© Repoſe yourſelves now ; you are in your own 
« Houſe, where you ſhall be ſerved with all the 
*© Regard that is due to your Valour, and to the 
* great Prince who ſends you.“ He then imme. 
diately gave Orders for ſome Indians, attending 
without to enter, and before he went away, pre- 
ſented Hernan Cortes with ſeveral Pieces of Gold, x 
Quantity of Cotton Robes, and ſeveral Curioſitie 
of Feathers; a conſiderable Gift both for the V+ 
lue and Manner. He diſtributed at the ſame Time: 
ſome Jewels and Things of the like Kind amorg 
the Spaniards who were preſent, without ſeeming to 
think he laid them under any Obligation, and do- 
ing all with a chearful Generoſity: He behel 
Cortes and his Soldiers with a ſort of Satisfaction 
in which one might perceive, the Diſquiet he hat 
lain under before; in the ſame manner as a Ma 
ſhews how far his Fears have prevailed over hin, 
by the Joy he diſcovers in being delivered fron 
them, * 


„4: 
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Cortes wifts Motezuma in his Palace; ti 
Greatneſs and Furniture of it are deſcribe 
An Account of what paſſed in that Conferenct 
and in others which they had afterwards ufi 
the SubjefF of Religion. 


'F: HE. following Day Hernan Cortes defired ! 
Audience, which was granted with ſuch Rea 
neſs, that the ſame Perſons who were to accompa 
him, returned with the Anſwer; Theſe were by 
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ticularly appointed to attend Ambaſſadors, as Ma- 
ſters of the Ceremonies of that Country. The Gene- 
ral put on a gay Habit, without quitting his Arms 
(for he had a Mind to be introduced in his mili- 
tary Dreſs); and carried with him the Captains 
Pedro de Alvarado, Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juan Vela ſ- 
quez de Leon, and Diego de Ordaz, with fix or ſeven 
favourite Soldiers; among whom was Bernal Diaz 
del Caſtillo, who had. already begun to make Obſer- 
vations, in order to compile a Hiſtory. 

Taz Streets were all Hlled with an innumerable 
Concourſe of People, who crouded to behold the 
Spaniards, but yet without hindering their Paſſage; 
and among their Compliments and Acclamations, 
the Word Teule was often diſtinguiſhed, which in 
their Language ſignifies a God: A Word, the Im- 
portance whereof was underſtood ; and which had 
no ill Sound in the Ears of thoſe who founded Part 
of their Courage on the Reſpect that was paid 
them. 

Ar a conſiderable Diſtance appeared the Palace 
of Motezuma, which ſufficiently ſhewed the great 
Magnificence of their Kings: The Pile was ſo very 
large, that it opened with thirty Gates, to as many 


different Streets: The principal Front took up one 


whole Side of a very ſpacious Parade, and was of 
Jaſper, black, red, and white, well poliſhed and 
ſkillfully placed: Over the Gate in a large Shield, 
were ſeen the Arms of Motezuma, a Griffin, half 
Eagle, and half Lion, with the Wings extended for 
Flight, and a Tyger in his Talons. Some maintain 
that this Griffin was an Fagle, becauſe there were 
no Griffins in that Country, as if there were Rea- 
fon to believe, that other Parts of the World pro- 
duced them; whereas Naturaliſts place them in the 
Number of fabulous Birds; and we ſhall rather 
chuſe to ſuppoſe theſe ſort of Monſters the Pro- 
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duction of Fancy, by a Liberty allowed to Poets 
and Painters. | 

As they approached the principal Gate, the Offi. 
cers of Motezuma, who accompanied Cortes, walked 
up to one Side of it ; and then retiring with a Shew 
of ſome Myſtery in their Motions, formed a Semi- 
circle, that they might enter the Gate by two and 
two: A cuſtomary Ceremony; for they thought it 
an Irreverence to enter the Royal Palace in a Crowd 
and by their ſtepping back, they ſhewed how much 
they feared to tread ſo ſacred a Place. After ha- 
ving paſſed three Squares, built and adorned in the 
fame Manner as the Front of the Palace, they came 
to Motezuma*s Apartment, where they equally ad- 
mired the Largeneſs of the Rooms, and the Fur: 
niture: The Floors were covered with, Mats of dif- 
ferent Work; the Walls with Hangings of Cotton, 
and Furrs of Rabbits interwoven z and the inner- 
moſt Room with Hangings of Feathers, both the 
one and the other beautified with lively Colours, 
and various Figures. The Roofs were of Cypreſs, 
Cedar, and other odoriferous Woods, with different 
Foliages and Relievos; and in this Building it was 
remarkable, that without having found the Uſe of 
Nails, they formed large Ceilings, fixing the Tim- 
ber-Work and Planks in ſuch Manner, as to make 
them ſuſtain one another. | 

Ix each of theſe ſpacious Rooms, there was a 
great Number of Officers of different Rank, who 
kept the Entrance according to their Quality and 
Office: And at the Door of the Anti-Chamber 
waited the Nobility and Magiſtrates, who received 
Cortes with much Civility; but made him ſtop till 
they had taken off their Shoes, and the coſtly 
Cloaths with which they were adorned, and put on 
others of leſs Finery : For it was thought a great 
Indegency among theſe People, to appear in ewe 

F< . riche 
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$ richeſt Habits before the King. The Spaniards ob- 
ſerved every Thing; every Thing was new to them; 
. and every Thing imprinted a Reſpect; the Great- 


d neſs of the Palace, the Ceremonies, the Attendants, 
W and even the profound Silence of ſo numerous a 

i- Train of Domeſticks. 

d MoTEZzuMa was ſtanding with all his Enſigns of 
It Royalty about him, and advanced ſome Steps to 

; receive Cortes; who approaching with a low Bow, 
h he laid his Arms upon his Shoulders, and then 

An ſaluted the reſt of the Spaniards who waited on him 

ie by an obliging Look : Then ſeating himſelf, he 

18 commanded Cortes to fit, and all thoſe who came 

d- with him, without ſuffering any Excuſe. The 

r- Viſit was long, and the Converſation familiar. 'The 

if Emperor aſked Cortes ſeveral Queſtions concerning 


n. the Nature and Politicks of the Eaſtern Countries: 
Is Approving what he thought right ; and letting him 
he ſee, that where he doubted, he knew how to ſup- 
s, port his Objections by proper Arguments. Then 
ls, he touched upon the Dependency and Obligations 
nt of the Mexicans to the Deſcendant of their firſt King: 
ras And expreſſed his particular Satisfaction, that the 
of Prophecy concerning the Strangers, who had been 
m- promiſed to his Anceſtors ſo many Ages paſt, was 
ke compleated in his Time: And if he ſpoke not with 
Sincerity, he underſtood very well how to hide his 
Thoughts. And though this was a Notion, vain 
and deſpicable in its Original and Circumſtances, 
yet it was of great Importance to the Spaniards 
upon this Occaſion; for by the Help of it they 
found the Way open for their Entrance. Thus 
many Times from Things trivial in their Begin- 
ning, proceed Conſequences of the greateſt Impor- 
tance. Hernan Cortes dexterouſly led him to the 
Topic of Religion ; enlarging (among other Things 
he told him of his Country) upon che Rites and 

Cuſtoms 
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Cuſtoms of the Chriſtians, to the End that the 
Vices and Abominations of his Idolatry might ap- 
pear the more deteſtable by ſuch a Contraſt. He 
made uſe of this Opportunity to exclaim againſt 
Sacrifices of human Blood, and to ſhew how hor- 
Tible and contrary to Nature it was, to eat the Men 
they ſacrificed : A brutiſh Cuſtom prevailing in 
this Court, proportionably to the vaſt Number of 
Sacrifices which aggravated the Crime of Gluttony. 
THis Conference was not altogether uſeleſs; for 
Motezuma yielding in ſome Degree to the Force of 
Reaſon, baniſhed from his Table all Diſhes of hu- 
man Fleſh ; but did not dare all at once to forbid 
his Subjects the Uſe of it. Nor was he convinced 
as to the Point of Sacrifices: Saying, I. was n 
Cruelty to offer to his Gods, Priſoners of War, alrech 
condemned to die; nor did he think it reaſonable i» 
extend the Denomination of Neighbour to Enemies. 
_ He gave but ſmall Hopes of his Converſion; 
though Hernan Cortes, and Father Bartholome de 
Olmeds, endeavoured ſeveral Times to lead him into 
the Way of Truth. He had Capacity enough to 
comprehend ſome Advantages of the Catholick 
Religion, and not intirely to overlook the Abuſes 
of his own; but he preſently returned to his old 
Theme, That his Gods were good in that Country, as 
the Chriſtian God was in theirs : And he was oblig'd 
to put a Force on himſelf to conceal his Anger, 
when the Argument was preſſed too hard againſt 
bim. He was much diſturbed within himſelf at 
theſe Conferences; for on the one hand he endea- 
voured to oblige the Spaniards, by a Complaiſance 
which hardly became his Dignity ; and on the other, 
was preſſed by a neceſſary Affectation of Religion, 
which had acquired, and, as he believed, preſerved 
his Crown: This made him apprehend the Con- 
tempt of his Vaſſals, in caſe they ſhould find * 
els 


S 
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leſs zealous than formerly for the Worſhip of his 
Gods: A miſerable Policy, and proper to Tyrants; 
to command with Pride, and reflect with a ſlaviſh 
Fear! | 
Hz made ſuch an Oſtentation of his Obſtinacy, 
that in a very few Days, taking Hernan Cortes, and 
Father Bartbolome, with ſome Captains and particu- 
lar Soldiers along with him, to ſee the Grandeur of 
his Court, he reſolved, upon a Principle of Vanity, 
to ſhew them the greater Magnificence of his Tem- 
ples. He commanded them to ſtop a little at the 
Entrance, and went forward himſelf to conſult the 
Prieſts, whether it were lawful for him to brin 
into the Preſence of his Gods, thoſe who refuſed to 
adore them? It was concluded, that they might 
enter; but that he ſhould firſt admoniſh them to 
behave themſelves with Reſpect; and two or three 
of the moſt ancient Prieſts went out with the Per- 
miſſion and the Requeſt : Immediately all the Gates 
of this ſpacious Edifice were opened; and Motezuma 
took upon himſelf to explain all the ſecret Places 
of Worſhip, the Uſe of the Veſſels, and other In- 
ſtruments and Images of the Temple, with fo much 
Ceremony and Reverence, that the Spaniards could 
not refrain from Laughter, which he did not ſeem 
to take Notice of; but turned and looked upon 
them, as deſiring to keep them within Bounds. 
Here Hernan Cortes ſuffering himſelf to be tranſ- 
ported with the Zeal which burnt within his Breaſt, 
addreſſed himſelf to Motezuma, and ſaid, Permit me, 
Sir, to fix the Croſs of Chriſt before theſe Images of the 
Devil, and you ſhall ſee whether they deſerve Adora- 
tion or Contempt. At the Hearing of this Propoſi- 
tion the Prieſts grew enraged, and Motezuma found 
himſelf in the greateſt Confuſion and Perplexity ; 
wanting Patience to bear it, and Reſolution to ſhew 
his Diſpleaſure : But recollecting himſelf, and en- 


deavouring 
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deavouring to hide his Reſentments; Jou might at 
leaſt (ſaid he to the Spaniards) have ſhewed this Place 
the Reſpect you owe to my Perſon. On which he im- 
mediately went out of the Temple, chat they might 
do the ſame ; but ſtopt on the Threſhold, and add- 
ed, with ſomewhat more of Calmneſs, Zou may re- 
turn to your Houſe, my Friends; for I ſhall remain 
bere to aſk Pardon of my Geds for having ſuffered 
you to proceed thus far. In this Manner he diſen- 
gaged himſelf from the Perplexity he was in, with 
few Words, but worthy of Regard ; as informin 
them of his Reſolution, and how hard a Taſk he 
found it to command his Temper. 

From this, and other Experiments of the ſame 
Kind, Cortes took a Reſolution (with the Advice 
of Father Bartholome de Olmedo, and the Licentiate 
Fuan Diaz) not to talk any more then on the Sub- 
ject of Religion, which only ſeemed to provoke 
and harden the Heart of Motezuma; but at the 
ſame Time they obtained his Leave to worſhip God 
in publick ; and he himſelf ſent his Maſter-Builders 
to erect a Chapel at his own Expence, according to 
the Direction of Cortes. So much did he deſire to 
be left in the quiet Poſſeſſion of his Errors! The 
Spaniards preſently cleared one of the principal 
Rooms of the Palace; they white-waſhed it, and 
raiſed an Altar; and in the Front, upon Steps 
richly adorned, they placed the Image of our Lady, 
and fixing a large Croſs near the Gate, formed a 
very decent Chapel, where they celebrated Maſs 
every Day, and recited their Roſary, with other 
Acts of Piety and Devotion: Motezuma with his 
Princes and Miniſters were often preſent, and prai- 
ſed the Humanity of che Chriſtian Sacrifice, without 
diſcovering the Barbarity and Abomination of their 


own. A People blind and ſuperſtitious, who, tho! 
ſenſible 
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Bock III. Conqueſt f MEHX ICO. 317 
ſenſible of their Errors, yet ſuffered Cuſtom to get 
the better of their Reaſon 7 | 

Bor before we relate what happened ta the Spa- 
viards in this Court, it is proper to give a Deſcrip- 
tion of Mexico, the Magnificence of its Buildin 
its Form of Government and Policy, and — 
ſome other Obſervations requiſite for the right con- 
ceiving and underſtanding the Events themſelves: 
For though ſuch Deſcriptions interrupt the Narra- 
tion, they are neceſſary to the Hiſtory, as not be- 
ing foreign to the Argument, nor having any of 
thoſe Blemiſhes which make a Digreſſion vicious. 


* 
. . 1 n 6 — 


— 
= 


raſh ˖‚— a iſs 
N A Deſcription of the City of Mexico; the Tem- 


: perateneſs of its Climate; its Situation; the 
Market of Tlatelulco, and the great Temple 
dedicated to the God of War. 


P — — 


* great City of Mexico, which was anciently 
1 Kknown by the Name of Tenuchtitlan, or fome 
other of a like Sound, (a Queſtion canvaſſed by Au- | 
thors to very little Purpoſe) at this Time contained = 
fixty thouſand Families, and was divided into two 
Parts; of which one was called Tlatelulco, the Ha- 
bitation of the meaner Sort of People; the other 
Mexico, the Reſidence of the Court and Nobility, 
and which therefore gave its Name to the W hole. 
Ir was ſituated in a ſpacious Plain, ſurrounded 
with very high Rocks and Mountains; by whoſe 
Streams and Rivulets, rolling into the Valley, were . 
formed ſeveral Lakes, and two of a larger Size in i 
ne deepeſt Part, where the Mexicans had _ 
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North Latitude, within the Torrid Zone, by the an- 
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fifty Towns : This little Sea was about thirty - 
Leagues in Circumference ; and the two Lakes 
which compoſed it, had a Communication through 
a Wall of Stone, which divided them; ſome Open- 
ings being left, with Wooden Bridges over them, 
and Sluices on each Side to ſupply the lower Lake, 
when there was Occaſion to make good the Want 


mM, 
th [lt 
e. 


Wile j 


m. 


of Water in one with the Redundance of the other. = 
The uppermoſt was clear ſweet Water, where they 

had ſome Sorts of Fiſh, of very agreeable Taſte ao 
the lower Lake was falt like the Sea; not that the N 
Rivulets that fed it were of different Quality, bur 
it proceeded from the natural Quality of the Soil NE 


which received them, and which in this Part is fat 
and nitrous, but very uſeful for the making of Salt, 
all along the Borders of the Lake, where the Sun 
urified and refined the Scum that was left by the 
Re: of the Waves. FORE, | 


* 


In the Middle almoſt of this Salt Water Lake MM." 
ſtood the City of Mexico, 19 Deg. and 13 Min. 


cienc Philoſophers imagined uninhabitable, which =: 
may inſtruct us by Experience, how little we can OM 


rely on human Wiſdom, when the Reaſonings of NA 
the Underſtanding are not ſupported by the Evi- ME 
dence of the Senſes. The Climate was mild and 
healthy, with ſeaſonable Viciſſitudes of Heat and MS 
Cold; and the Moiſture, which might have proved 
unwholſome by the natural Situation of the Place, 
was corrected by the Favour of the Winds, and 
qualified by the Benefit of the Sun. SEA 
Txr1s great City had moſt beautiful Proſpects in 
the Midſt of the Waters, and was joined to the 
Land by its Dikes or principal Cauſeways ; a ſump f 
tuous Work, of no leſs Ornament than Uſe : On, 
was to the South two Leagues long (by which the 
Spaniards made their Entrance); another one w_ Es 
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long, looking to the North, and the third, ſome- 
what leſs, to the Weſt. The Streets were all large 
and ſtraight, as if they were drawn by a Line: 
Some were of Water, with Bridges, for the Com- 
munication of the Inhabitants; others were of Earth 
alone, raiſed by Art; and others again were com- 
poſed of Earth and Water, the Earth on each Side 
for the People to paſs on Foot, and Canals in the 
Middle for the Canoes and Barks of different Bulk, 
which ſerved for Commerce and other Convenien- 
cies about the City, and the Number whereof was 
almoſt incredible : Some fay above fifty thouſand, 
without counting little Veſſels, which were called 
Acales, made of the Trunk of a Tree, and capa- 
ble of holding but one Man. 
Tux publick Buildings and Houſes of the Nobility, 
which made up the greateſt Part of the City, were 
of Stone, and well built; the Houſes of the com- 
mon Sort low and unequal; but both the one and 
the other ſo laid out, that they formed ſeveral Pa- 
rades, where they expoſed their Merchandize. 
AMONG the reſt, that of Tlatelulco was of prodi- 
gious Extent and Reſort on the Account of its Fairs 
held there ſome certain Days of the Year, and fre- 
quented by all the Merchants #ad Traders of the 
whole Kingdom, with their moſt valuable Fruits 
and Manufactures: And they flock*d hither in fuch 
mighty Numbers, that though this Square was (ac- 
cording to Antonio de Herrera) one of the largeſt in 
the World, it was nevertheleſs filled with Tents, 
placed in Ranks, and ſo near together, that there 
was ſcarce Room left for the Buyers to paſs. All 
knew their Poſts, and ſecured their Shops with 
portable Frames, covered with coarſe Cotton Cloth, 
which were Proof both againſt the Sun and Rain. 
The Spaniſh Writers make no End of reflecting on 
the Order, Variety, and Riches of thoſe Fairs: 
There 


— 
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There were Rows of Silverſmiths, who ſold Jewels 


and Chains of extraordinary Faſhion ; ſeveral Fj 


k 


ures of Beaſts, in Gold and Silver, wrought wit 


D much Art, as raiſed the Wonder of our Artifi 


cers; and particularly ſome Skillets with moving \ 
Handles, that were ſo caſt, and other Pieces of the 


fame Kind, with Moldings and Relievos, without \ 
any Signs of a Hammer or Graver. There were alſo 


Rows of Painters, with fine Figures and Landſkips | 


made of Feathers, ſo curiouſly placed, as to give 
both Colour and Life to the Piece; and in th 


Kind there were extraordinary Proofs both of the i 


Patience and Skill of the Workman. They brought i 


to this Fair all the different Sorts of Cloths made 
throughout this vaſt Empire, of Cotton and Rabbi 
Fur, which the Women of this Country (Enemies 


to Idleneſs) ſpun extremely fine, being very. dex 


trous in this Manufacture. They had Drinking 


Cups exquiſitely made of the fineſt Earth, different 
in Colour, and even in Smell; and of this Kind 


they had all Sorts of Veſſels neceſſary, either fo 


the Service or Ornament of a Houſe; for they uſed 
no Veſſels either of Silver or Gold, which were 


only ſeen at the Royal Table, and that on extraor- = 


dinary Days. This Fair likewiſe afforded, in the 
ſame Order and Plenty, all Sorts of Fruit, Fleſh. 
and Fiſh; and in a Word, every Thing which could 
1 to the Pleaſures, or ſupply the Neceſſitieꝗ 
of Lite. | 
THE Way of Buying and Selling was by barter 
ing one Thing for another; and every one parted 
with what he had too much of, for what he want 


ed; and Maiz or Coco ſerved as Money for Things | : 


of ſmall Value. They did not know what belonge 
to Weight ; but they had different Meaſures, wit 
which they diſtinguiſhed Quantity; and they hac 
their Numbers and Characters, by which they 12 Me 
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Jjaſted the Prices of Goods according to the Taxes 
fl laid upon them. | 1 | 
' Tryey had a Houſe appointed for the Judges of 
Commerce, before whoſe Tribunal were decided all 
Differences between the Merchants: There were 
other inferior Officers, who went about the Fair to 
prevent Frauds in Contracts, and made their Report 
to the principal Tribunal, of all Irregularities of 
that 'Sort, which deſerved any Kind of Puniſhment, 
The Spaniards were amazed (and with Reaſon) upon 
the firſt Sight of this Fair, at its Abundance and 
Variety, with the good Order and Peace that was 
preſerved in ſo vaſt a Multitude. A Spectacle 
rorthy of Admiration, as it diſcovered at one View 
the Grandeur and good Government of this Em- 
R | Ra ON 
Taz Temples (if it be lawful to give them that 
Name) raiſed their ſtately Heads above the reſt of 
heir Buildings; and the largeſt, where the Chief 
of thoſe unclean Prieſts reſided, was dedicated to 
he Idol Viatzliputzli, which ſignified the God of 
ar, and was held to be the ſupreme of all their 
Deities : By the Supremacy of this God it may be 
adged, how much they eſteemed the ne Art. 
The Spaniſb Soldiers called this Idol Huchilobos by 
"corrupt Pronunciation; and ſo Bernal Diaz del 
aftillo writes it, making the ſame Slip with his 
Fen, as they did with their Tongues. Our Authors 
ery much vary in the Deſcription of this magnifi- 
ent Edifice. Antonio de Herrera follows too cloſely 
ranciſco Lopez de Gomara : Thoſe who ſaw it at 
is Time had other Things to mind; and the reſt 
ew the Plan of it according to their Fancies. 
e & ſhall follow Father Joſeph de Acofta, and other 
luthors, who were more exact, and better in- 
rmed. IO” 
Vo . I. * THE 
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Tux firſt Part of the Building was a great Square, 
with a Wall of hewn Stone, wrought on the Qutſide 
with various Knots of Serpents inter-twiſted, which 
gave a Horror to the Portico, and were not im- 
properly placed. there. At a little Diſtance from 
the principal Gate was a Place of Worſhip, not leſs 
terrible : It was built of Stone, with thirty Steps 
of the ſame, which went up to the Top, where was 
a Kind of long flat Roof, and a great many Trunks 
of well-grown Trees, fixed in it, in a Row, with 
Holes bored in them at equal Diſtances, and thro 
which, from one Tree to another, paſſed ſeveral 
Bars run thro' the Heads of Men who had been 
ſacrificed ; of whoſe Number (which cannot be re- 
peated without Horror) the Prieſts, of the Temple 
took exact Account, placing others in the Room 
of thoſe which had been waſted by Time: A la- 
mentable Trophy, in which the Enemy of Mankind 
diſplayed his Rancour ; and which theſe Barbarians 
always had in View without the leaſt Remorſe ! For 
Inhumanity put on the Maſk of Devotion, and 
Cuſtom had rendered Death in all its Terrors fami- 
liar to their Eyes. | 

THE four Sides of the Square had as many Gates 
opening to the four Winds: Over each of. thele 
Gates were four Statues. of Stone, which ſeemed to 
ray the Way, as. if they were deſirous to ſend 

ack ſuch as approached with an ill Diſpoſition of 
Mind. Theſe were preſumed to be "Threſhold Gods, 
becauſe they had ſome Reverences paid them at the 
Entrance. Cloſe to the Inſide of the Wall were the 
Habitations of the Prieſts, and of thoſe who under 
them attended the Service of the, Temple, with 
Tome Offices, which altogether took up. the whole 
Circumference,. without retrenching ſo much from 
that vaſt Square, but that eight or ten thouſand 
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Perſons had ſufficient Room to dance in it upon 
their ſolemin Feſtivals. 


In the Centre of this Square ſtood a Pile of Stone, 
which in the open Air exalted its lofty Head, over- 
looking all the Towers of the City, gradually di- 
miniſhing till it formed a half Pyramid ; three of 
its Sides were ſmooth, the fourth had Stairs wrought 
in the Stone; a ſumptuous Building, and extremely 
well proportioned : It was ſo high, that the Stair- 
cafe contained a hundred and twenty Steps, and of 


fo large a Compaſs, that on the Top it terminated - 


in a Flat forty Foot ſquare : The Pavement was 
beautifully laid with Jaſper Stones of all Colours; 
the Rails, which went round in Nature of a Balu- 
ſtrade, were of a ſerpentine Form, and both Sides 
covered with Stones reſembling Jet, placed in good 
Order, and joined with white and red Cement, which 
was a very great Ornament to the Building. 
Ox. the Opening of the Rails,. where the Stairs 
ended, were two Marble Statues, which ſupported, 
in a Manner that admirably well expreſſed the Strain- 
ing of the Arms, two huge Candleſticks of an ex- 
traordinary Make. A little farther was a green 
Stone, five Spans high from the Ground, which 
terminated in an Angle, and whereon they extend- 
ed on his Back the miſerable Victim they were about 
to ſacrifice, and opened his Breaſt to take out his 
Heart. Beyond this Stone, fronting the Staircaſe, 
ſtood a Chapel of excellent Workmanſhip and Ma- 
terials, covered with a Roof of precious Timber: 
Here the Idol was placed on a high Altar, behind 
Curtains ; it was of human Figure, fitting in a 
Chair which had ſome Reſemblance of a Throne, 
ſuſtained by a blue Globe, which they called Hea- 


ven, from the Sides whereof came four Rods, with. 


their Ends reſembling the Heads of Serpents, which 
the Priefts placed upon their Shoulders, when they 
1 2 expoſed 
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expoſed their Idol to publick View, It had on its 


Head a Helm compoſed of Plumes of various Co- 


lours, in Form of a Bird, with a Bill and Creſt of 


burniſhed Gold : Its 1 was ſevere and 
horrible, and ſtill more deformed with two blue 


Bands, which bound its Forehead and its Noſe. In 


the Right Hand it held a curling Serpent, which 
ſerved for a Staff, and in the Left four Arrows, 
which they venerated as a Preſent from Heaven ; 
and a Shield with five white Plumes placed in the 
Form of a Croſs. And concerning theſe Ornaments, 
theſe Enſigns and Colours, they related many re- 
markable Extravagances, with a Scriouſneſs deſery- 
ing to be pitied. 

Ox the Left Hand of this Chapel was, another 
of the ſame Make and Bigneſs, with an Idol called 
Tlaloch, in every Reſpect reſembling his Compa- 
nion. They were eſteemed Brothers and Friends to 


ſuch a Degree, that they divided between them the 


Patronage of War, equal in Power, and unanimous 
in Inclination; for which Reaſon the Mexicans ad- 
dreſſed them both with the ſame Prayers, the ſame 
Sacrifices, and the ſame Thankſgivings. | 
Tux Ornaments of both Chapels were of ineſti- 
mable Value ; the Walls were hung, and the Altars 
covered with Jewels and precious Stones, placed on 
Feathers of various Colours: And they had . eight 
Temples in the City of almoſt the ſame Architec- 
ture, and of equal Wealth; thoſe of a ſmaller Size 
amounted to two thouſand, and were dedicated to 
as many Idols, of different Names Forms, arid At- 
tributes. There was ſcarce a Street without its Tu- 
telar Deity ; nor was there any Calamity incident 
to Nature without its Altar, to which they might 
have recourſe for a Remedy. In a Word, their 
Gods were derived from their Fears; nor did they 
rellect how they leſſened the Power of ſome by 
What 
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what they attributed to others. Thus did the Devil 
continually inlarge his Dominion, and exerciſe a 


moſt deplorable Tyranny over rational Creatures, in 


the Poſſeſſion of which he remained for ſo many 
Ages, by the incomprehenſible Permiſſion of the 
moſt High. | N 2 


4% © I AE. XIV. 
Of the different Pleaſure-Houſes whi > Mote- 


zuma had for his Recreation: His Armories, 


Gardens, and Country Retirements; with other 
remarkable Buildings, both within and with- 
out the City. | 


ESIDE'S the principal Palace before deſcribed, 
where Motezuma kept his Court, and that 
where the Spaniards were lodged, this Emperor had 
ſeveral Houſes of Pleaſure which adorned the City, 
and diſplayed his Grandeur. In one of them, a 
magnificent Structure with great Galleries, ſupport- 
d by Pillars of Jaſper, he had all Sorts of Birds 
hich New Spain produced of any Value, either 


or their Feathers or Singing; in which Diverſity 


here were ſome very extraordinary, and till then 
nknown to Europeans. The Sea Fowl were pre- 
erved in Salt Water Pools, and thoſe which were 
red in Rivers and Lakes, in others of Freſh Wa- 
er. It is ſaid they had Birds of five or fix Co- 


ours, which they ſtripped of their Feathers in the 


roper Seaſon, letting them live, that their Owners 
night again reap the Advantage of the new ones 
hen grown: Theſe were a Merchandize of great 
alue among the Mexicans ; for they worked them 
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in their Cloaths, in Pictures, and in all their Orna· 
ments. Theſe Birds were in ſuch Numbers, and 
the Care of preſerving them was ſo great, that it 
gave Employment to above three hundred Men, 
ſkilful in the Knowledge of their Diſeaſes, and 
obliged to ſupply them with ſuch Food as they 
uſed to eat when they were at Liberty. 

Arx a little Diſtance from this Houſe, Motezuma 


had another of greater Extent and Variety, with 


Apartments capable of receiving himſelf and his 
whole Court, There his Huntſmen reſided, and 
there the Birds of Prey were kept ; ſome in Cages 
neat and well made; and theſe were only to pleaſe 
the Eye: He had others on Perches, that were 
obedient to the Jeſſes, and tamed for the Diverſion 
of Hawking, for which Sport they have Birds of 
an excellent Kind in that Country, like our Hawks, 
and no way inferior to them for their Docility in 
returning to their Lure, or for the Vigour with 
which they ſouſe upon their Prey. Among their 
Birds in Cages, were ſome: ſa extremely fierce and 
large, that they appeared to be Monſters, and par- 
ticularly the Royal Eagles, of an extraordinary Size, 
and prodigious Voracity. An Author reports, that 
one of theſe Eagles would devour a Sheep at 2 
Meal : He is obliged to me, that I do not vouch 
him by Name, for a Story, which, in my Opinion, 


he ſwallowed with too little Difficulty. 


In the ſecond Square of the ſame Houſe were 
the wild Beaſts, which. were either Preſents to Ms- 


 Fezuma, or taken by his Hunters, in. very ſtrong 


Cages of Timber, ranged in good Order, and un- 
der Cover: Lions, Tygers, Bears, and, all other 
of the ſavage Kind, which New Spain produced; 
among which, the greateſt Rarity was the Mexican 
Bull; a wonderful Compoſition of divers Animals: 
It has a Bunch on its Back like a Camel; its Flanks 


dry: 
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dry, its Tail large, and its Neck covered with Hair 
like a Lion: It is cloven-footed, its Head armed 
like that of a Bull, which it reſembles in Fierce- 
neſs, with no leſs Strength and Agility. This Am- 
phitheatre ſeemed to the Spaniards worthy of a 
great Prince; it being a Cuſtom eſtabliſhed from all 
Antiquity, by the Number of wild Beaſts any 
Prince has in his Poſſeſſion, to make an Eſtimate 
of the Grandeur of the Poſſeſſor. 

In another Part of this Palace, ſay ſome of our 
Spaniſh Writers, they daily fed a horrible Multitude 
of venomous Animals, preſerved in different Veſſels 
and Caverns, as Vipers, Rattle Snakes, Scorpions, 
and even Crocodiles : But they add, that the Spani- 
ards were not Eye-Witneſſes of this poiſonous Ar- 
ticle of Magnificence, but only ſaw the Places 
where theſe Creatures were reported to be bred ; 
which is ſufficient Reaſon for me to regard this Part 
of the Story as improbable; believing rather, that 
it had no other Foundation than the Opinion of the 
Indians, and that this was a Sort of a Bugbear, in- 
vented by the Vulgar, to repreſent the ſavage Dil- 
poſition of a Tyrant; particularly, when he is 
obeyed by Conſtraint, and cannot be mentioned 
without Fear. 

Over the Place where the Beaſts were kept, was 
a very large Apartment for the Reſidence of But- 
foons, and other Vermin of the Court, who ſerved 
for the Diverſion of the King: Even Monſters had 
a Place in this Set of Men ; ſuch as Dwarfs, Crooked, 
or Hump-back*d, and other Errors of Nature: 
Every Kind had their ſeparate Habitations, and Ma- 
ſters apart to inſtruct them; and Perſons employed 
to provide their Meals, and to attend them: And 
they were ſo punctually ſerved, that ſome Fathers, 
among the poorer Sort, would disfigure their Chil- 
dren for the Sake of that Conveniency, their De- 

14 formity 
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formity being a ſufficient Recommendation to in- 
troduce them, 

Nos was the Grandeur of 8 leſs conſpi- 
cuous in two Houſes for his Arms; one where they 
were made, and the other where they were laid up 
in Store. In the firſt, the ſeveral Maſters lived and 
worked, diſtributed into different Shops, according 
to their Employments : In one Part they made the 
Sticks for the Arrows; in another they worked 
Flint Stones for the Points : And all Sorts of Arms, 
offenſive and defenſive, had Workmen, and diſtinct 
Shops with Overſeers, who Kept Account, accord- 
ing to their Manner, of the Quantity and Price of 


N the Arms. The other Houſe, which made a better 


Appearance, ſerved for a Magazine to hold the 
Arms that were finiſhed, every Kind apart: And 
from thence they were given out to the Armies, 
and Frontier Towns, as Occaſion required, In the 
higheſt Part they placed the Arms belonging to 
the King, which were hung round the Walls in ex- 
cellent Order : On one Side the Bows, Arrows, and 


Quivers, with various emboſs'd Work of Gold and 


precious Stones: On another two-handed Swords, 
and others of extraordinary Wood, with flint Edges, 
and moſt curious and coſtly Handles. In another 
Place the Darts, and miſſive Weapons were fo well 
ranged, and ſo neatly kept, not excepting even the 
Slings, that the Exactneſs of their Diſpoſition was 
admirable. There were Head-Pieces and Breaſt- 
Pieces, plated over with curious Leaf-Work of 


Gold; great Number of Quilted Jackets which 


were Arrow. proof; beautiful Inventions of Shields 
or Bucklers made of impenetrable Skins, which 
covered the whole Body, and which they carried 
rolled up upon their Left Shoulders, till they were 
ready to engage. The Spaniards greatly wondered 
to behold ſuch a prodigious Quantity of Arms, 

| which 
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which appeared to be the Furniture not only of a 
Prince, but of a Martial Prince; and made an 
honourable Diſcovery as well of his Opulency as 
of his Genius. 

To all theſe Houſes he had ſpacious Gardens, 
moſt nicely cultivated. He was no Admirer of 
Fruit-Trees nor Kitchen Plants in his Gardens of 
Pleaſure : For he uſed to ſay, That ſuch kind of 
Gardens were for the inferior Rank of People; it 
being his Opinion, That Princes ſhould have Re- 
gard to their Pleaſure without any Mixture of Pro- 
fit, There was nothing to be ſeen but Flowers of 
f Wl delightful Variety and Fragrancy, with Medicinal 
Jy Herbs, ſet in Squares, and Summer-Houſes where 
e he uſed to ſup. He took a particular Care to 
d If tranſplant into his Gardens all the choice Simples 
S, that benign Climate produced, where the only 
e Study of the Phyſicians was to attain to the Know- 
oO ledge of their Names and Properties. They had 
c- Herbs for all Kinds of Pains and Infirmities; and 
d in the Juices and Application of theſe Herbs con- 
d {Wiiſted all their Remedies, and with theſe they effect- 
„ ed ſurprizing Cures, having by long Experience 
s, found out their Virtues, and without diſtinguiſhing 
er the Cauſe of the Diſtemper, applying them to the 

Patient's great Benefit and Recovery. | 
Taz King freely diſtributed to all who had Oc- 
aſion for them ſuch of his Simples as were pre- 


— (0 US — WY — 


ad 


3 


t- cribed by the Phyſicians, or deſired by the Sick; 
of nnd was wont to inquire if the Patient had reveived 
ch ny Benefit therefrom, either gratifying a ſort of 
ds anity he had in the ſucceſsful Operation of his 
ch edicines, or believing that he fulfilled the Obli- 
ed Pation of a Sovereign, in taking ſuch Care of the 
re Health of his Vaſſals. 

ed In all theſe Gardens, and Pleaſure-Houſes. he 
4 ad many Fountains of ſweet and whole ſome Wa- 
0 


ter, 
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ter, conveyed from the neighbouring Mountains by 
different Canals, as far as the Caufeys, whence in 
covered Pipes it was introduced into the City, for 
the Uſe whereof there were ſome publick Fountains, 
and he permitted ſome of the meaner Sort of People, 
tho* not without paying a conſiderable Tribute, to 
fell about the Streets what Water they brought from 
other Springs. The Conveniency of Fountains was 
very much increaſed in the Time of Motezama ; for 
the great Conduit, which conveys a Current of freſh 
Water to Mexico from the Mountain of Chapultepec, 
about a League diſtant from the City, was a Work 
of his; and by his Order and Contrivance a vaſt 
Ciſtern of Stone was made for a Reſervatory ; rai- 
fing the ſame to ſuch a Height, as the Declivity 
for the Current required : After this he gave Orders 
for a very thick Wall, with two open Canals, made 
of Stone and Lime, of which one was always in 


Uſe, whenever the other required cleaning: A 


Building extremely uſeful ; and Motezuma valued 
himſelf ſo much upon the Invention, that he order: 
ed his own Effigies, and' that of his Father, which 
bore a pretty near Reſemblance to his, to be en- 
graved on two Stones, with an Ambition to perpe- 
tuate his Memory by ſo ſignal a Benefaction done 
to the City. 
- AMONGST all the Works of Motezuma, what ſur- 
priſed the Spaniards moſt, was that called, Th: 
Houſe of Sorreww, to which he was wont to retire on 
the Death of his Relations, or in cafe of any Ca- 
lamity, or ill Succeſs, which required publick De- 
monſtration of Grief. The Building inſpired a kind 
of Horror; the Walls, Roofs, and Ornaments were 
all black, and had certain Slits in the Wall, or lit- 
tle Windows, which ſcarce gave any Light, or at 
leaſt no more than was ſufficient to diſcover the 
Obſcurity. In this diſmal Habitation he uſed to 
continue 
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continue till the Time of Mourning was over, and 


often here the Devil appeared to bim; whether it 


be that the Prince of Darkneſs took Delight in this 
Abode of Horror, or for the Sympathy there is 
between that malignant Spirit and a melancholy 


Humour. 


W1THOvUT the City he had divers Country Retire- 
ments, and Houſes of Pleaſure, with many and large 
Fountains, which fupplied the Bagnios and Fiſh- 
Ponds with Water, and near them ſeveral Woods for 
different Kinds of Game : A Diverſion he frequently 
uſed, and underſtood well, being very dexterous at 
his Bow and Arrow; and indeed Hunting was what 
principally delighted him; for he was accuſtomed 
to go with his Nobles to a very fpacious and plea- 
ſant Park, fenced round with a Canal of Water, 
where they brought and incloſed the Game of the 
neighbouring Mountains; among which generally 
came ſome Lions and Tygers. He had a great 
Number of Men in Moxico, and the Villages round 
about, whoſe Buſineſs it was to go before, and by 
forming a great Ring, and contracting it by De- 
grees, to drive the Game into the appointed Place, 
not much . unlike the Manner of our Huntſmen. 
Theſe Mexican Indians were extremely bold and 
active in purſuing and overcoming the fierceſt Ani- 
mals, and Motezuma took great Delight in behold- 
ing the Combats of his Huntſmen with thoſe Crea- 
tures, and ſometimes he would let fly an Arrow, 
which was always applauded as a very great c- 
tion. But he never quitted his Chair, unleſs he 
was upon ſome commodious Eminence, with good 
Store of Darts and Arrows by him for the Security 
of his Perſon ; not that he wanted perſonal Courage, 
or was any thing inferior in Strength or Dexterity 
to the beſt of his Subjects; but becauſe he looked 

5 upon 
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upon thoſe voluntary Hazards as unbecoming his 
Majeſty, believing, and not without a true Senſe of 
his own Dignity, that no Dangers, but thoſe of 


War, were worthy of a King. 


CHAP. XV. 
An Account of the Pomp, Ceremony, and 


Exactneſs with which Motezuma was ſerv'd 
in his Palace: Of the Expences of his Table, 
of his Audiences, and other Particulars re- 

lating to his Oeconomy and Diverfions. 


A to the Statelineſs, Pride and 
| Magnificence of the Buildings, was the Oeco- 
nomy of his Houſe, and the Apparel wherewith he 
uſed to adorn his Perſon, for the better maintaining 
the Reverence and Dread of his Vaſſals; to which End 
he invented new and exceſſive Ceremonies; laying 
aſide, as a Fault, the great Humanity and Indul- 
gence with which the Mexican Kings were wont to 
treat their Subjects. He augmented, as we have 
ſaid, in the Beginning of his Reign, the Number, 
Quality and Splendor of the Royal Family; com- 
poſing it wholly of the Nobility, of greater or leſ- 
ſer Diſtinction, according to their ſeveral Employ- 
ments: A Point which was at firſt much oppoſed 
by his Council, who repreſented to him, That it. 
was by no Means proper to diſſatisfy the Common 
People by intirely excluding them from his Ser- 
vice; notwithſtanding which, he executed what his 
Vanity ſuggeſted: And it was one of his Maxims, 
That Princes ought to favour, at a Diſtance, thoſe 
who either had no Senſe of a Benefit, or wanted the 

- Hh Power 
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Power to return it; and that Plebeian Minds were 
not fit to enter into the Confidence of a Sovereign. 

. Hz had two Sorts of Guards, the one of- Sol- 
diers, ſo numerous that they filled the Courts of 
the Palace, and were poſted in Bodies at the prin- 
cipal Gates: The other of Noblemen, introduced 
alſo in his Time, conſiſting of two hundred Men, 
of diſtinguiſned Quality, who were obliged to be 
every Day at the Palace, both to guard his Royal 
Perſon, and to make up the Number of his Cour- 
tiers. This Attendance of the Nobility was divi- 
ded into Tours, and every Diviſion had their ſet 
Days for entering upon Duty; and the Diſpoſition: 
was ſuch, that it comprehended not only the No- 
bility of the City, but of the whole Kingdom: And 
when it was their Turns, they came to Court to 
diſcharge this Obligation from the moſt remote 
Parts of the Realm. Their Attendance was in the 
Anti-Chambers, and they eat what was left at the 
King's Table. He uſed to permit ſome of them 
to enter into his Chamber, commanding them to 
be called, not ſo much for any particular Mark of 
his Favour to them, as to be ſatisfied if they at- 
tended, and to keep them all on their Duty. He 
valued himſelf upon having introduced that kind of 
Guard, and ſeemed to have done it with Views of 
no ordinary Policy: For he uſed to tell his Mini- 
ſters, that it ſerved to exerciſe the Obedience of the 
Nobility, and to keep them in a greater Depen- 
dency; beſides, it gave him an Opportunity of 
knowing his Subjects, and employing them accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Capacities. | a” 
THz Mexican Emperors married with Daughters. 
of other Kings their T ributaries : And Motezuma had 
two Wives of this Quality, who bore the Title of 
Queens, lodged in ſeparate Apartments with equal 
Pplendor and Magnificence. The „ his 
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Way of Tribute and Vaſſalage, treating the Pe- 


Decency from being counted Virtues in a Religion 
utmoſt Violence to natural Reaſon. He affected 
Life; and keep a ſtrict Decorum in his Houſe; and 


nour or Generoſity, but purely the Effect of his 

other Paſſion. | þ 
H1s Audiences were neither eaſily obtained, not 
very frequent, but they laſted long; and upon 
theſe Occaſions he appeared with great Splen- 
dor and Solemnity. The great Men who had Ad- 
miſſion 
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Concubines was exorbitant and ſcandalous; for we 
find it written, that there were more than three 
thouſand Women in the Palace, including the Ser- 
vants; and every Female of more than ordinary 
Beauty, that was to be met with throughout his 
whole Dominions, was brought thither, in order to 
gratify his luſtful Appetite z for his Miniſters and 
Fs x-Gatherers forced them from their Friends by 


bauchery of their Prince as a Point of Importance 
to the State. N cn „ 
Tuns Women he, without any Diffieulty, got 
rid uf, and provided for them in ſuch Manner, that 
others might 1 his Place. They found Huſ- 
bands among thoſe of che beſt Quality; for they 
left the Court very rich, and, in the eommon Op: 
nion; highly honoured: So far were Chaſtity and 


which did not only permit, but even command the 
very much to have his Concubines lead a retired 


fer that Purpoſe, he had antient Matrons, who nar- 
rowly .gbferved- the Behaviour of his Miſtreſſes, 
without permitting the leaſt Indecency to be acted 
amongſt them; not that he ſet any Value upon 
Modefty, but becauſe Jealouſy was his predomi- 
nant Pafſton. And this Care with which he endea- 
voured to maintain a ſtrift Decorum in his Family 
(im irfelf ſo reaſonable and Praiſe-worthy) was in 
him a. Weakneſs without any Mixture of true Ho- 
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miſſion into the Royal Apartment, aſſiſted at them, 
with ſix or ſcven Counſellors of State to adviſe 
him in caſe any Point of Difficulty was ſtarted. 
And there were ſeveral Secretaries, who marked in 
Characters, which ſerved: them inſtead of Letters, 
the Reſolutions and Decrees, every one according 
to his reſpective Employment. The Perſon who 
obtained Audience entered - barefoot, * and made 
three Reverences, without lifting his Eyes from the 


Ground: Saying at the firſt, Lord! at the ſecond, 


My Lord? and at the third, Great Lord! He ſpoke 
in the moſt: humble and ſubmiſſive Terms, and re- 
tired in the ſame Manner he advanced; repeating; 
his Reverences, never turning his Back, and keep- 
ing his Eyes fixed on the Ground; for there were 
certain Officers by, who ſeverely puniſhed the leaſt 
Omiſſion, and Motezuma was extremely rigorous in 


exacting, thoſe Ceremonies: A Care by no Means 


blameable in Princes, for therein conſiſts one of 
| thoſe Prerogatives which diſtinguiſh them from 
other Men; and the Delicacies of Royalty infuſe 
into the Subject an awful Dread, very eſſential in 
its Effects. He liſtened with Attention, and an- 
ſwered with Severity, ſeeming to proportion his 


Voice to his Look. If any one was at a Loſs in his 


Delivery, he endeavoured to recover him, or or- 
dered one of his Miniſters to aſſiſt him, that he 
might ſpeak with more Aſſurance. And to ſuch a 
Man he-would give a more favourable Diſpatch, as 
finding in that reſpectful Fear, a Sort of an agreea- 
ble Diſcretion which flattered his Vanity. He va- 
lued himſelf much for the Gentleneſs and Huma- 

nity with which he ſuffered the Impertinences of 
| Petitioners, and the unacgountable Difference of 
their ſeveral Pretenſions: The Truth is, upon theſe 
Occaſions, he endeavoured to correct the Impetuo- 
ſity of his Temper ; but it was not always that _ 

co 
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could gain that Point: For the Violence he uſed 
would often give Way to his natural Bent, and in- 


deed Pride under a Reſtraint but ill reſembles Good- 
M 49 0 YT! 

Hx eat alone, and very often in publick ; but 
always with equal State and Solemnity. His Table 
was ordinarily covered with above two hundred 
Diſhes, of different Meats adapted to his Palate, 
and ſome of thoſe ſo ſavoury and exquiſitely well 
ſeaſoned, that they not only pleaſed the . Spaniards 
then, but have ſince been imitated in Spain; for 
there is no Nation ſo barbarous, but that it can 
boaſt of ſome Ingenuity, and has ſome Invention 
or other to gratify an inordinate Appetite. 

Berokt he ſat down to Meat, he looked over 


all the Diſhes, to examine the different Dainties 
they contained; and having ſatisfied the Gluttony 


of his Eyes, he made Choice of thoſe which pleaſed 
him moſt, and ordered the reſt to be divided 
amongſt the Nobles of his Guard. And this daily 
Profuſion was but a ſmall Part of the ordinary Ex- 
pence of his Kitchen, for he kept Tables for all 
who lived in his Palace, and for as many others as 
were obliged to reſort thither by Virtue of their 
Employments. His Table was large, but low, 
and he ſat on a little Stool proportionable to the 
Table. The Cloths were of fine white Cotton, and 
the Napkins of the ſame, nothing near ſo broad as 
long. The Room where he eat was divided in the 
Middle by a Rail, which, without obſtructing the 
Sight, kept the Crowd and his Domeſticks at Di- 
ſtance. Ty Cy 

WITHIN the Rails, and near the Table waited 
three or four antient Seryants, of thoſe he moſt fa- 
voured: And near the Rails, one of his principal 


Officers: received the Diſhes, which were brought 


by about twenty Women magaificently NE 
who 
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who ſerved his Meat and gave him the Cup, with 
the ſame Reverence uſed to their Idols in the Temples. 
The Diſnhes were of exceeding fine Earthen Ware, 
and were only uſed once, as were likewiſe the Table- 
Cloths, and Napkins, which were immediately di- 
vided amongſt the Servants. He had Cups of 
Gold, and Salvers of the ſame; and ſometimes he 
drank out of Cocoas, and natural Shells, very richly 
ſet with Jewels. 8 7 

Trey had continually ready at Hand different 


Sorts of Liquors, which he called for as he fancied; 


ſome were finely perfumed with the richeſt Odours, 
others mixed with the Juices of ſalutiferous Herbs, 
nor did he ever want Confections of a leſs honeſt 
Quality, I mean Provocatives to Venery. He made 
moderate Uſe of Wine (or, more properly ſpeak- 
Wing, Beer,) a Liquor which the Indians make by in- 
fuſing Maix in boiling Water, and which diſturbs 
The Brain as much as the ſtrongeſt bodied Wines: 
When he had done eating, he uſually took a Kind 
f Chocolate, made after the Manner of the Coun- 
Fry, that is, the Subſtance of the Nut beat up with 
he Mill till the Cup was filled more with Froth 
han with Liquor; after which he uſed to ſmoak 
WW obacco perfum'd with liquid Amber. And this 
W'icious Habit paſſed for a Medicine with the [ndians, 
Which withal had ſomewhat in it of Superſtition ; 
Wor the Juice of this Herb was one of the Ingre- 
Wicnts with which the Prieſts were work'd up into 
adneſs and Fury, as often as they were obliged 
prepare themſelves, by loſing their Underſtand- 
g, to receive the Devil's Oracles. | 
| Hz had generally attending at his Table, three 
r four ſelect Buffoons, who, among that Sort of 
ermin, were -moſt remarkable for their Pranks; 
nd theſe endeavoured to divert him in a Manner 
greeable to Perſons of their Character, who center 
Vol. I. 2 their 
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their whole Felicity in having the Faculty to make 
others laugh ; but too often cover their Want of 
Reſpect to their Company under Pretence of en- 
tertaining them. Motezuma uſed to fay, That he 
ſuffered them near his Perſon only becauſe they 
fometimes told him. Truth : But he who ſeeks 
Truth among them diſcovers but little Reliſh of it, 
except he confounds it with Flattery. However, 
this was a Sentence taken Notice of among the reſt 
of his good Sayings : And it is fo far remarkable, 
that even a barbarous Prince was ſenſible of his 
Fault in admitting them, ſince he endeavoured a 
a Reaſon to juſtify his ſo doing. 75 
ArrER ſome little Repoſe his Muſicians were 
wont to come in to divert him; and with a Sort « 
Flutes and Sea-Shells, notwithſtanding the Difference 
of their Sounds, they formed a kind ef Concer. 
They ſung ſeveral Compoſitions, in various Sorts d 
Metre, which, though unequal in their Meaſure, 
had ſomewhat like Cadence, varying the Tones, nt 
without fome Method, into a Muſick adapted v 
their Ear. The ordinary Themes of the Songs wer 
the E oits of their Anceſtors, and the memo 
ble Actions of their Kings; and thefe were ſung il 
their Temples, and the Children learned them if 
Heart, to preſerve the Atchievements of the Ni 
tion from Oblivion, theſe Songs ſerving as a Hiſtoſ 
to thoſe who did not underſtand the Pictures an 
Hieroglyphicks of their Annals. They had likewi 
their merry Songs uſed in Dances, and-accompanit 
with a ſtrange confuſed Sort of Muſick. Th 
were ſo much addicted to this Kind of Diverſi 
and other Spectacles and Entertainments in whit 
they ſucceeded very well, that they had almd 
every Night publick Feſtivals in ſome Quarter 
other of the City, as well of the Nobility, as of! 
common People; and now they were more frequs 
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and celebrated with greater Solemnity, to compli- 
ment the Spaniards; Motezuma himſelf not only 
encouraging, but even aſſiſting at them in Perſon, 
contrary to his accuſtomed Auſterity; as being am- 
bitious, that theſe idle Diverſions ſhould, among 
the reſt of his Oſtentation, contribute to diſplay his 
Grandeur, and the Magnificence of his Court. 

THz moſt remarkable of their Sports was a Dance 
they called Mitotes, compoſed of a prodigious Mul- 
titude of People, ſome of whom were moſt gorge- 
ouſly attired, and others diſguiſed under very ex- 
traordinary Figures. In this Dance the Nobles en- 
tered without any Diſtinction, mingling with the 
meaner Sort, to honour that Feſtival ; nor were Ex- 
amples wanting of their Kings having done the like. 
Their Mufick conſiſted of two little Drums, made 
of a hollow Piece of Wood, different in Bigneſs and 
Sound; Baſe and Treble, and not without ſome 
Kind of Harmony. They entered two and two, and 
after certain Movements and Figutes, they formed 
a Ring, all beating the Farth at once with their 
Feet, and keeping Time with their Hands, without 

ever being out; and when one Choru#; was tired, 
another ſucceeded, with different Steps and Motions, 
like the Tripudia and Chorus celebrated by Antiquity z 
and in Concluſion they mingled all together with 
confuſed Shouts of Joy, until by drinking to each 
others Healths, they were intoxicated with their 
heady Liquor, in which they indulged themſelves z 
for they thought it an Honour to drink plentifully 
upon that Occaſion, and then the Feaſt either was 
at an End, or converted to ſome other more extra- 

vagant Folly. Ee 
Ar other Times the People aſſembled in the prin- 
cipal Squares, or in the Porches of their Temples, 
for the Diverſion of ſeveral Shews and Games. There 
were Challenges to ſhoot at a Mark, or to give 
Z 2 other 
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other Proofs of ſurprizing Dexterity in managing 
the Bow and Arrow. They uſed to run Races, and 
wreſtle for Wagers, and publick Rewards were given 
to the Conqueror. Some of them were extremely 
active, and would dance on the Rope without a 
Pole ; and others again would dance after a moſt 
amazing Manner, with another of theſe Rope-dancers 
upon their Shoulders. They played likewiſe at Ball, 
divided into equal Numbers againſt each other, with 
a kind of Bandy, which raiſed very high the Ball, 
which now and then was a long while in the Air to 
and fro, *till ſome one of the Parties ſtruck it to 
the Mark, and thereby carried the Prize. The Vic- 
tory was diſputed with ſo much Solemnity, that the 
Prieſts, with a ridiculous Superſtition, produced the 
God of the Ball, and placing him in Sight, conjured 
the Puppet, with certain Ceremonies, to correct the 
Hazards of the Play, according to their fond Ima- 
gination, and to render Fortune impartial to both 
Sides. There were very few Days in which they 
had not ſome Sort or other of theſe Diverſions in the 
City, and Motezuma was pleaſed with amuling the 
People in this Manner; not that he was ſo very 
fond of theſe Paſtimes himſelf, or that he was igno- 
rant of the Inconveniences, which muſt be forgiven 
or overlcoked in a diſorderly Multitude ; but he 
Judged it neceſſary to divert thoſe. turbulent unquiet 
Spirits whoſe Fidelity he ſuſpected. A miſerable 
Capitulation of a Tyrant with his Subjects, to indulge 
them in thoſe Incitements to Vice that they may 
not refle& on their Miſery ; and a more wretched 
Slavery of Tyranny, to be obliged to permit ſuch 
Irregularities, in order to introduce Slavery under 
the Maſk of Liberty. 


CHAP. 


Bo 
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on. CR NNE 
An Account of Motezuma's immenſe Riches ; 
the Manner of his managing the Royal Re- 
venues, and of his adminiſtring Fuſtice; with 
other Particulars of the Mexican Govern- 
ment, both Civil and Military. 


0? great was the Wealth of Motezuma, that he 
was not only able to ſupport the ordinary Ex- 
pences and Diverſions of his Court, but to maintain 
conſtantly two or three Armies in the Field, either 
to ſubdue his rebellious Subjects, or to cover his 
Frontiers ; and after all, there ſtill remained a con- 
ſiderable Reſerve in his Treaſury. Exceeding great 
Profit did the Crown receive from the Mines of 
Gold and Silver, the Salt-Works, and other Rights 
eſtabliſhed from Time immemorial : But the largeſt 
Fund of the Royal Revenue, was from the Contri- 
butions of the Subject, which were moſt exorbitantly 
increaſed in the Reign of Motezuma. All the Hul- 
bandmen of this vaſt and populous Empire gave to 
the King one Third of the Produce of their Land 
and Stocks; the Tradeſmen one Third of their Ma- 
nufactures; and the poor People were obliged to 
work for the Court without Wages, or to acknow- 
ledge their Vaſſalage by ſome other perſonal Service. 
SEVERAL Officers took their Circuits round the 
Kingdom, who, being aſſiſted by the ordinary Ma- 
Liſtrates, received and remitted the Tributes. Theſe 
Officers depended on the Tribunal of the Royal 
Revenue reſiding in the Court, and were obliged to 


give an exact Account of the minuteſt Matter which 


their Diſtricts produced; and the leaſt Fraud or 
Neglect was puniſhed with Loſs of Life; from 
whente enſued abundance of Rigour in exacting the 
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Dues of the Crown; for Favour or Compaſſion in 
a Collector was deemed a Crime of as heinous a 
Nature as Theft itſelf. - | | 

GREAT were the Clamours of the People, nor was 
Motezuma ignorant of their Diſcontent; but the Op- 
preſſion of his Vaſſals was one of the chief Maxims 
of his Government. And he would frequently ſay, 
That he was no Stranger to their evil Diſpoſition, 
and was obliged to load them for his own Quiet; 
and that he ſhould not be able to govern them, if 
he ſuffered them to grow rich; being {till very ready 
at inventing Pretences and Colours which carried a 
Shew of Reaſon. All the Towns near the City fur- 
niſhed Men for the King's Works, provided Fuel 
for the Royal Palace, or contributed otherways at 
the Expence of their Communities. OE” 
Tu Tribute of the Nobility was to guard the 
Emperor's Perſon, or ſerve in his Armies with a 
certain Number of their Vaſſals; beſides which, they 
were continually making him Preſents, which, tho 
he received them as Gifts, it was {till without quit- 
ting his Pretences to them as Dues. He had diffe- 
rent Treaſurers, according to the ſeveral Kinds of 
Contributions : And the Tribunal of the Crown Re: 
venue, iſſued out all that was neceſſary for the Ex- 
pence of the Royal Houſes, and Proviſions of War, 
and took Care to make the beſt Advantage of the 
Overplus, by reducing it into ſomething that would 
not decay, in order to preſerve it in the principal 
Treaſury, and particularly into Ingots of Gold, whoſe 
Value they well underſtood and eſteemed, without 
ſuffering the Penalty of it to make it leſs valuable: 
On the contrary, the great Men ſought after it, and 
hoarded it, either for the Excellency and Beauty of 
the Metal, or becauſe it was deſigned by Deſtiny 
rather to ſatisfy the covetous Deſires, than relieve 
the Neceſſities of Mankind, x 
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Tnz Mexican Government diſcovered a remark- 
able Harmony between the Parts that compoſed it. 
Beſides the cil of the Revenue, which took 
Care, as we have ſaid, of the Royal Patrimony. 
they had a Council of Juſtice which received Ap- 
peals from inferior Tribunals; a Council of War for 
the forming of Armies and Military Provifions; and 
a Council of State, which was generally held in the 
Preſence of the King, and treated Matters of the 
greateſt Importance. They likewiſe had a ſufficient 
Number of Judges of Commerce, and other diffe- 
rent Officers; as Provoſts of the King's Court, who 
went their Rounds about the City to take up De- 


linquents. Theſe Officers, as did likewiſe the A- 


guazilet, or Lieutenants, carried a Staff in their 
Hands as a Mark of Diſtinction, that their Office 
might be known. They held their Tribunal in a 
certain Part of the Town, where they heard the Par- 
ties, and immediately determined the Cauſe. Their 
Judgments were ſummary and verbal; both Sides 
appeared with their Claims and Witneſſes, and the 
Cauſe was preſently decided, except it happened to 
be a Cafe of Appeal to a ſuperior Tribunal. They 
had no written Laws, but were governed according 
to the Inſtitutions of their Anceſtors ; Cuſtom upon 
all Occafions ſupplying the Want of Laws, where 
the Pleafure of the Prince did not interpoſe to make 
Innovations. All theſe Councils were compoſed of 
Men experienced both in War and Peace; and the 
Council of State, which was ſuperior to all the reſt, 
was formed of the Electors of the Empire, which 
was a Dignity conferred upon the antient Princes of 
the Royal Blood: And when Matters of great Con- 


ſequence 'were to be diſcuſſed, they fummoned to 


the Councit the Kings of Tezcuco and Tacuba, who 
were principal Electors, and had this Prerogative 


by Succeſſion. The four chief Counſellors always 
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reſided in the Palace, and attended near the King's 
Perſon, to declare their Opinions upon whatever 
offered, and to give his Decrees the greater Autho- 
rity among the People. Wo 
_ __ Rewarvs and Puniſhments were diſpenſed with 
equal Care. Murther, Theft, Adultery, or any 
light Diſreſpect towards the King, or their Religion, 
-were capital Crimes. All other Miſdemeanors were 
eaſily pardoned ; for their very Religion itſelf diſ- 
armed Juſtice by tolerating Vice. Corruption in the 


Miniſters was alſo puniſhed with Loſs of Life, and 


no Crime was looked upon as venial in thoſe who 
ſerved in publick Employments : This Cuſtom Mo- 
fezuma obſerved with the utmoſt Rigour, having 
People of ſpecial Truſt to examine into, their Con- 
duct, and even to offer them Bribes; and he who 
was found deficient in any Part of his Duty was in- 
fallibly puniſhed with Death: A Severity worthy of 
a leſs barbarous Prince, and a more civilized Com- 
monwealth. However, it cannot be denied, but 
that the Mexicans had ſome Moral Virtues, and par- 
ticularly, that they adminiſtred, with great Integrity, 
that Kind of Juſtice with which they were acquaint- 
ed, and which was ſufficient to redreſs Injuries, and 
maintain Society among Fellow Citizens: For, not- 
withſtanding their Abufes and Beaſtialitics, they pre- 
ſerved ſome Knowledge of that primitive Equity 
which Nature beſtowed on Men, when as yet they 
had no Laws, becauſe they were ignorant of Crimes. 
Ox of the moſt laudable Articles of their Policy 
was the Education of Children, and the great Ap: 
d with which they examined and formed their 
nclinations. They had publick Schools for the In- 
ſtruction of the Plebeians, and Colleges, and other 
conſiderable Seminaries, well endowed, where the 
Sons of the Nobility were educated from their very 
Infancy, and where they continued till they were in 4 
85 1 Capacity 
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Capacity to make their Fortunes, or follow their In- 
clinations. They had their reſpective Maſters for 
Infants, Children, and Youths, who had the Autho- 
rity of the King's Miniſters, and were reputed as 
ſuch; and not without Reaſon, as they took Care 
of thoſe Rudiments and Exerciſes which afterward 
fitted Men for the Service of the Commonwealth. 
They taught them to decypher thoſe Characters and 
Figures of which they compoſed their Writings; and 
they made them learn by Heart their hiſtorical Songs 
which contained the Actions of their Anceſtors, and 
the Praiſes of their Gods. From hence they went 
to another Claſs, where they were taught Modeſty, 
Civility, and even a gentcel Behaviour, according to 
ſome Authors. Theſe ſecond Maſters, or Tutors, 
were of greater Reputation and Abilities than the 
W firſt; for it lay upon them to contend with the In- 
W clinations of Youth, which loves not to be corrected, 
nor to have its Paſſions broke. 
Brix arrived to ſome Degree of Knowledge, 
and brought up in this Sort of Subjection, they 
paſſed on to the third Claſs, where they imployed 
W themſelves in more robuſt Exerciſes: They tried 
their Strength in carrying Weights, and in Wreſt- 
ling: They vied with each other in Leaping and 
W Running : They were taught how to manage their 
Arms, uſe the two-handed Sword, throw the Dart, 
and, with Force and Exactneſs, to ſhoot the Arrow. 
Then they were made to ſuffer Hunger and Thirſt, 
and reſiſt the Inclemencies of the Weather, till they 
returned to their Father's Houſes well inſtructed and 
inured to Hardſhips, to be engaged, according to 
the Information the Maſters gave of their Inclina- 

tions and Capacities, either in the Employments of 
Peace, War, or Religion; three Paths where Noble- 
men had to chuſe, almoſt equal in Repute, tho 
that of War had the Precedence, as carrying them 
to a higher Degree of Honour. Tur 


346 The HISTORY of the Book III. 

Tk had alſo other Colleges of Matrons dedi- 
Eated to the Worſhip of their Gods, for the edu- 
cating of young Women of Quality ; who were 
there placed from their Childhood under the Direc- 
tion of theſe Women, and confined very ſtrictly, till 
they went out to be ſettled in the World, with the 
Approbation of their Parents, and Licence of the 
Emperor; having arrived at a Perfection in every 
Occupation ſuitable to their Sex. 

TE Sons of Nobles, (at parting from thoſe Se- 
minaries) who were inclined to War, paſſed another 
Trial worthy of Conſideration ; for their Fathers 
ſent them to the Armies that they might become 
acquainted with the Hardſhips of a Campaign, and 
know what it was that they undertook before they 
inrolled themſelves in the Service : And they uſed 
to place them among the common Baggage-Men, 
with a Load of Proviſion on their Shoulders, to 
mortify their Vanity, and to inure them to Fatigue. 

NoxE were admitted to this Profeſſion who 
changed Countenance at the Sight of an Enemy, or 


who did not give ſome Proofs of his Valour ; fo 


that theſe Novices did great Service in the Time of 


their Probation : For every one was deſirous to ſig- 


nalize himſelf by ſome particular Action, throwing 
himſelf headlong into the greateſt Dangers ; being 
perſuaded, that in order to their being ranked witi 
valiant Men, ſome Temerity was. neceffary for lay- 
ing the Foundation of Fame. 

| In nothing did the Mexicans place their Felicity 
fo much, as in Military Exploits; for their Kings 
tegarded the Profeffion of War as the principal 
Foundation of their Power, and the Subjects, as 4 
Virtue peculiar to their Nation. It was by this, 


that Plebeians roſe to the Degree of Nobles, and 
Nobles to the greateſt Employments of the Empire; 


which animated all to the Service: Or at leaft, al 
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thoſe afpired to Military Virtue; who were born with 
Ambition, or had Spirit enough to riſe above their 
Sphere: Every Town had a regulated Militia, with 
certain Privileges and Immunities which diftinguiſh- 
ed the Soldiers from the reſt of the Inhabitants. 
Their Armies were formed with Eaſe; for the Princes 
of the Empire, and Caziques, or Governors of Pro- 
vinces were obliged to repair to the Place of Arms 
appointed them with their 9072 of Men: And it 
is eſteemed a mighty Inſtance of the Grandeur of 
the Mexican Empire, that Motezuma had thirty Vaſ- 
ſals ſo powerful, that each could bring into the Field 
a hundred thoufand armed Men. Theſe commanded 
their reſpective Armies in Perſon, under the Autho- 
rity of a Captain-General, whoſe Orders they obey*d 
as repreſenting the Perſon of the Emperor, when he 
was not himſelf in the Field; which rarely happen'd 
for thoſe Princes eſteemed it as a leſſening of their 
Authority to be abſent from their Armies, and 
thought it very impolitick to truſt their Force in the 

Hands of another. | 
TukiR Manner of engaging was the ſame which 
we have deſcribed in the Battle of Tabaſco z but their 
Troops were better diſciplined, and the Soldiers 
more obedient: They had more Nobles to head 
them, and greater Hopes of Reward. They quickly 
diſcharged their miſſive Arms to make Uſe of their 
Swords, and very often of their Hands; for it was 
reckoned a greater Action to make a Captive than 
to kill an Enemy ; and he was accounted the braveſt 
Man who brought moſt Priſoners to the Sacrifice. 
The Military Employments were much , eſteemed, 
and well fupported ; for Motezuma rewarded, with 
great Liberality, thoſe who diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
in Battle, and had himſelf ſo martial a Genius, and 
was fo zealous for the Reputation of his Arms, that 
he invented honourable Rewards for the — _ 
erved 
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ſerved in the Wars; inſtituting certain Military Or- 
ders, with their peculiar Habits and Marks, which 
gave both Honour and Diſtinction. Some were 
called Knights of the Eagle, others of the Tyger, 
and a third of the Lyon, and they bore the Device 
of their Order either painted on their Robe, or hang- 
ing to it. He founded alſo another Order of Knight- 
hood ſuperior to theſe, to which only Princes were 
admitted, or Nobles deſcended from a Royal Line: 
And to add thereto the greater Honour, he took 
the Habit himſelf. Theſe Knights had Part of their 
Hair bound with a red Ribbon, and among the 
Plumes which adorned the Head, Taſſels of the 
fame Colour, which hung down upon the Shoulders, 
more or leſs, according to the Actions of the Cava- 
liers, which were known by the Number of Taſſels, 
which were augmented with great Solemnity, as 
they ſignalized themſelves by new Exploits; ſo that 
there was always Room to increaſe this Dignity by 
ſome freſh Atchievement in War. 

Wr cannot but commend in the Mexicans the 
generous Ardour with which they aſpired to theſe 
honourable Rewards, and in Motezuma the Merit of 
inventing them : For as this is Money the moſt 
eaſily coined, ſo it holds the firſt Rank among the 
Treaſures of a Prince. 
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GA U 
An Account how the Mexicags meaſured and 
computed their Months and Years. Their 


Feſtivals, Marriages, with other Rites and 
CLCuſtoms worthy of Remark. I 
T HE, Mexicans had diſpoſed and regulated their 


Kalendar after a very notable Method. They 
adjuſted 
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adjuſted it by the Motion of the Sun, making his 
Altitude and Declination the Meaſure of Times and 
Seaſons. They allowed their Year three hundred 
fixty-five Days, as we do, but they divided them 
into eighteen Months, aſſigning to each Month 
twenty Days, which made three hundred and fixty 
the other five, which were a kind of intercalary Days 
they added at the End of the Year, to make it an- 
ſwer the Courſe of the Sun. During theſe five 
Days (which they believed were left purpoſely by 
their Anceſtors as Days of Vacation) they gave 
themſelves up wholly to Idleneſs, and only ſtudied 
how to loſe that Overplus of Time. Tradeſmen left 
off Work, and ſhut up their Shops ; the Buſineſs 
of the Tribunals ceaſed, and the very Sacrifices in 
their Temples: They viſited each other, and all 
People endeavoured to entertain themſelves with 
Variety of Diverſions, ſignyfying that by this Inter- 
miſſion they were preparing themſelves anew for the 
Works and Labours of the enſuing Year, whoſe Be- 
ginning they placed on the firſt Day of the Spring, 
differing from the Solar Year, according to the 
Computation of Aſtrologers, only three Days, which 
they took from our Month of February. 

Tazxy had alſo their Weeks of thirteen Days, with 
different Names, which they marked in their Kalen- 
dar by Images. Their Ages conſiſted of four Weeks 
of Years; the Method and Diſtribution of which 
were very artful and notable, and carefully preſerved 
for a Memorial of all that happened. They made a 
great Circle, which they divided into fifty-two De- 
grees, allowing a Lear for every Degree. In the Centre 
they painted the Effigies of the Sun, from whoſe 
Rays proceeded four Lines of different Colours, 
which equally divided the Circumference, leaving 
thirteen Degrees to each Semidiameter; and theſe 
Diviſions ſerved as Signs of their Zodiac, _ 

which 
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which their Ages had their Revolutions, and the 
Sun his Aſpects, 1 or adverſe, according 
to the Colour of the Line. In a larger Circle, in- 
cloſing the other, they marked, with their Figure 
and Characters, the Accidents of the Age, and al 
Occurrences which had happened worthy of Me- 
mory. And theſe ſecular Maps were as publick In- 
ſtruments, which ſerved for a Proof of their Hiſtory. 
It may be reckoned among the wiſeſt Inſtitutions d 
their Government, that they had Hiſtoriographen 
capable of handing down to Poſterity, the Exploit 
of their Nation. 
Trey had a Mixture of Superſtition in the Com. 
putation of their Ages; for they were taught, tha 
the World was in Danger of Deſtruction, when the 
Sun had finiſhed the Revolution of theſe. four greats 
Weeks; and when the laſt Day of the fifty-tw 
Years was come, all the People prepared themſelva 
for that dreadful and ultimate Calamity. They took 
Leave of the Light with Tears, and expected Deat 
without any previous Sickneſs: They broke ther 
Houfhold Veſſels, as unneceſſary Lumber ; they ei- 
tinguiſhed their Fires, walking about all the Nigit 
like diſtracted People, without daring to take any 
Reſt, till they knew whether they were to be jo 
ever conſigned to the Regions of Darkneſs. Bu 
upon the Dawning of the Day, they began to rec. 
ver their Spirits, with their Eyes fixed towards tit 
Eaſt; and at the firſt Appearance of the Sun, the 
ſaluted him with all their Muſical Inſtruments, wit 
Hymns, and Songs which expreſſed their confuſ 
Joy: Then they congratulated each other upon the 
being ſecure of the World's Duration for anothi! 
Age, immediately crowded to their Temples u 
render Thanks to their Gods, and to receive fro 
the Prieſts new Fire, which they kept burning wil 
the greateſt Violence before the Altars, being 
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ſtantly fed with dry Wood. Next they made anew 
all Proviſion for their neceſſary Subſiſtence, and thia 
Day was celebrated with publick Rejoicings, and 
the Dancing and other Diverſions were dedicated 
through the whole City to the Renewal of Time, 
much after the ſame Manner wherewith Rome cele- 
brated her Secular Games. 

Trzir Emperors received the Crown upon Con- 
ditions very particular: For the Election being made 
after the Manner already obſerved, the new King 
was obliged to take the Field with the Forces of the 
Empire, and obtain ſome Victory over his Enemies, 
or ſubdue ſome Rebels, or ſome neighbouring 
Province, before he was crowned, or permitted to 
aſcend the Royal Throne. A Cuſtom worthy of Ob- 
fervation, and the chief Means by which this Mo- 
narchy roſe to ſuch a Height in fo few Years. So 
foon as the victorious Prince was found to be qua- 
lied for the Regal DignitP by the Succeſs of his 
Enterprize, he returned triumphantly to the City, 
and made his publick Entry with great State and 
Solemnity : the Nobility, Miniſters, and Prieſts, 
accompanied him to the Temple of the God of. 
War, where he alighted from his Chair, and after 
having offered the cuſtomary Sacrifices, the Electo- 
ral Princes cloathed him in Royal Robes, arming 
bis Right-Hand with a Sword of Gold, edg'd with 
Flint, the Enſign of Juſtice ; and his Left with a 
Bow and Arrows, ſignifying his Power and Com- 
mand in War: Then the King of Tezcaco placed 
the Crown upon his Head, by a Privilege belong- 
ing to him as firſt Elector. 

AFTER this, one of the moſt eloquent Magiſtrates 
made a long Harangue, wiſhing him Joy of the 
Dignity, in the Name of the whole Empire; and 
added ſome Documents, repreſenting the Troubles 
and Cares that attend a Crown, with the * 
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C Uncertainty with which the Atbenians worſhiped the 
Unknown God. But this Knowledge of the firſt 
Cauſe, which, in Appearance, ſhould have facilita- 
ted their being undeceived, was of little Uſe upon 

that Occaſion ; for it was impoſſible to make them 

believe that this ſame Deity could govern the whole 

Univerſe without the Aſſiſtance of other Gods, tho? 

Jin their Apprehenſion he had the Power to create 

Wit; and they were perſuaded, that there were not 

Wany Gods in the other Parts of Heaven, till Men 

n to. become miſerable in Proportion as they 

multiplied; looking on the Gods as favourable 

Penii, who were produced when there was Occa- 

ſion for them; without being in the leaſt ſhocked 

Wat the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing them to owe their 

Being and Divinity to the Miſeries of human Nature. 
Trzy believed the Immortality of the Soul, with 

ternal Rewards and Puniſhments in a future State; 

little underſtanding, at the ſame Time, the Nature 
ſof Virtue and Vice: And this Truth was obſcured 
with other Errors; for they buried great Quantities 
of Gold and Silver with their Dead, to bear the 

Expences of their Journey, which they believed to be 

poth long and troubleſome. They put to Death ſome 


RNS 


V 


ommon thing for Wives to celebrate the Exequies 
f their Huſbands with their own Death. Princes 
ere obliged to have Monuments of a vaſt Extent, 
or the greateſt Part of their Riches and Family 
Pere interred with them; both the one and the 
Wther in Proportion to their Dignity and Grandeur. 
The whole Number of Houthold Officers were 
Pbliged to. accompany the Prince into the other 
World, together with ſome Flatterers among them, 
Pho at that Time ſuffered for the Deceit of their 
Frofeſſion. The Bodies were carried with great 
.omp and Solemnity to the Temples, from whence 
You. h Aa their 


f their Servants to accompany them; and it was a 
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their Prieſts came forth to receive them, with their the 
Copper Cenſers, ſinging to the Sound of hoarſe and Mar 


ill- tuned Flutes, Hymns, and Funeral Elegies, in for | 
diſmal melancholy Tone. They often raiſed up on ſtan 
high the Bier, during the voluntary Sacrifice d tion 
thoſe miſerable Wretches; who had deyoted-both bitat 
Bodies and Souls to Slavery. A Ceremony of re. then 
markable Variety, compoſed of ridiculous Abuſcs, The 
and deplorable Barbarities! _ „ of t 
TnEixR Marriages bore the Form of Contract, . was 
with ſome religious Ceremonies. The preliminary Lice 
Articles being all agreed upon, the Couple appeard i thei: 
in the Temple, and one of the Prieſts examined I Adi 
their Inclinations by certain ceremonial Queſtion, upo 
appointed by Law for that Purpoſe: After that E the 
took the Tip of the Woman's Veil with one Hand, T 
and one Corner of the Huſband's Garment in ti: WW Ten 
other, tyingithe ſame together at the Ends, to fy Wl ther 
nify the interior Tye of their Affections. Under th BW Tro 
Sort of Nuptial Yoke, they returned ta their Hab. the 
tation, accompanied by the ſame Prieſt, where im- Chil 
tating the Superſtition of the Romans with. regard u Shie 
their Dii Lares, or Houſhold Gods, they paid 1 Plet 
Viſit to the Domeſtick Fire, which they believed u char 
be concerned in the Union between the marria i gree 
Pair: They went round it ſeven Times, following to e. 
the Prieſt ; after which they fat down to receive tha Wl prep 
equal Share of the Heat, and then the Marriage vs they 
thought to be accompliſhed. They regiſtered ins a T! 
publick Inſtrument, the Portion brought by tie ſom 
Bride, every Part whereof the Huſband was oblig t whic 
to reſtore, in caſe they parted, which very frequeni i dip; 
happened; for mutual Conſent was. judged a full cert: 
cient Cauſe for a Divorce: A Cafe in which tie ſcen 
Law nevcr interfered, but left it to the Parties con was 
cerned, who beſt knew each other, to be their oy witt 


Judges. The Girls remained with the Mother, a cou 
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the Boys went with the Father ; but when once the 
Marriage was thus diſſolved, it was inevitable Death 


for them to come together again : So that notwith- 


ſtanding the natural Inconſtancy of that fickle Na- 


tion, the Danger of attempting to have any Coha- 


bitation after a Diyorce was no ſmall Check upon 
them, and prevented many a Couple from . 
They were very careful of the Virtue and Conduct 
of their Wives, as a Point in which their Honour 
was nearly concerned; and amidſt that boundleſs 
Licentiouſneſs and Liberty with which they indulged 
their ſenſual Appetites, they abhorred and puniſhed 
Adultery with the utmoſt Rigour; not ſo much 
upon Account of the Atrocity of the Vice, as for 
the Inconveniences which attended it. | | 
THEIR new-born Infants were carried to the 
Temples: with Solemnity, and the Prieſts received 
them with certain Admonitions, Concerning the 
Troubles to which they were born. If they. were 
the Sons of Nobles, they put a Sword into the 
Child's Right-Hand, and upon his Left Arm a 
Shield, kept in the Temple for that Purpoſe, If of 
Plebeian Extraction, they put into their Hands me- 
chanical Inſtruments; and the Females of both De- 
grees had only the Diſtaff and Spindle, ſignifying 
to each the kind of Employment which Deſtiny had 
prepared for them. This firſt Ceremony being over, 
they were brought up to the Altar, and there with 
a Thorn of Maguey, or a Lancet of Flint, they drew 


: ſome Drops of Blood from the Privy-Parts ; after 


which they either ſprinkled them with Water, or 
dipped them into it, uſing at the ſame Time 
certain Invocations. In which Ceremony it ſhould 
ſeem that the Devil, the Inventer of theſe Rites, 
was ambitious to imitate Baptiſm and Circumciſion, 
with the ſame Pride with which he endeavoured to 
counterfeit the other Ceremonies, and even the Sa- 

| Aaz? Craments 
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craments of the Catholick Church; ſince he intro- 
duced among theſe Barbarians the Confeſſion of Sins, 
giving them to underſtand, that thereby they ob- 
tained the Favour of their Gods. He inſtituted 


likewiſe a ridiculous Sort of Communion, which the 


Prieſts adminiſtred upon certain Days in the Year, 
dividing into ſmall Bits an Idol made of Flour, mix'd 
up into Paſte with Honey, which they called The 
God of Penitence. They had likewiſe Jubilees, Pro- 
ceſſions, Offerings of Incenſe, and other Forms of 
Divine Worſhip : Nay, they even gave their Chief 
Prieſts the Titte of Popes in their Language ; by 
which we find, that this Imitation coſt Satan a ve 

1 Study and Application, whether with 3 
Deſign to abuſe and prophane the Sacred Myſteries 
and Ceremonies, by mingling them with his Abo- 
minations, or that he cannot yet repent of his Am- 


bition, but is {till aſpiring and affecting to imitate L 


the Moſt High. £5. 
THe reſt of the Rites and Ceremonies of theſe mi- 


ſerable Heathens were ſhocking and horrible, both 4 


to Reaſon and Nature: Beftialities, and incongru- 
ous, ſtupid Abſurdities, which ſeemed altogether in- 
compatible with the Regularity and admirable Oeco- 


tomy which was obſerved in the other Parts of that L 


Government; and would ſcarce be believed, were Neri 


not Hiſtories full of Examples of the like Weak- 


nefles and Errors of Human Capacities in other Na- F 


tions, who are no leſs blind, though in Parts of the N P pini 


World where they have the Means of being more 
enlightened. Sacrifices of human Blood began much 
about the ſame Time with Idolatry ; and many Ages 
ago the Devil introduced them amongſt thoſe Na- 
tions, from whom the Iſraelites learned to ſacrifice Þ 
their Sons to the Idols of Canaan. The horrible and 
deteſtable Cuſtom of Mens eating each other, has 
been ſcen practiſed many Ages ſince amonegſt other 

| | | barbarous Þ 5 
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barbarous People of our Hemiſphere, as Calatia 

confeſſes in her Antiquities, and Scythia in her Au- 
thropophagi. Logs of Wood worſhiped for Deities, 
ſuperſtitious Auguries, the furious Agitations of 
Prieſts, their Communication with the Devil by his 
Oracles, and other Abſurdities equally abominable, 
have been admirted, and reverenced by other Gen- 
tiles, who were otherwiſe endowed with great Senſe, 
and were perfectly well {killed in Morality and Po- 
liticks. Greece and Rome wanted the Knowledge of 
the true Religion, though in every Thing elſe they 
gave Laws to the whole World, and left edifying 
Examples to Poſterity. From all this we are oblig'd 
to confeſs the Deficiency and the ſmall Extent of 
hnman Wiſdom, which reaches but a very little far- 
ther than the ſuperficial Knowledge it receives from 
the Senſes and Experience, whenever that revealed 
Light, by which we diſcover the very Eſſence of 
ruth itſelf is wanting. The Mexican Religion was 
therefore no other than a deteſtable Compound of all 
the Errors and Abominations, which had been re- 
EEcived among the Gentiles in the different Parts of 
Wc World. | 

Wr ſhall not enter into the Detail of their parti- 
Egular Feſtivals and Sacrifices, their Ceremonies, Sor- 
Erics, and Superſtitions ; not only becauſe we meet 
hem at every Step, with tedious Repetitions, in 
l the Hiſtories of the Indies, but becauſe it is our 
EY pinion we cannot be too cautious how we give 
r Pen too large a Scope upon a Subject of this 
Mature ; and at the beſt we look upon it as an un- 
ceſſary Leſſon, as affording the Reader little Plea- 
Ire, and much leſs Profit. 
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| | He 
| | CHAT. ASC. 4 the 
Motezuma continues his Entertainments ani 2 
Preſents to the Spaniards. Letters brought MM mc 
from Vera Cruz with an Account of t to 
Battle wherein Juan de Eſcalante 1% Hi; MM Pet 
Life: Upon which Cortes reſolves to ſecure th in! 
Perſon of Motezuma. ; - 
| B rec 
HE Spaniards obſerved all theſe Novelties not mit 
without great Admiration, though they endes to 
voured to conceal and diſſemble their Surprize ; and ner 
it coſt them ſome Pains to compoſe their Counte- thir 
nances upan theſe Occaſions, that they might main- ſtu! 
tain the Superiority they affected over thoſe Peopl: caſt 
The firſt Days were taken up in various Paſtime rc 
and Diverſions. The Mexicans gave ſplendid and diſe 
oſtentatious Proofs of their Abilities, with a Defir vate 
of entertaining their Gueſts, and not without an Am: whi 
bition of diſplaying their Dexterity in the Manag: UPC 
ment of their Arms, and their Activity in all ther J 
other Exerciſes. Motezuma incouraged thoſe Shen fore 
and Entertainments, laying aſide all Majeſty, cor- emp 
trary to his accuſtomed Pride and Refervedneſs. Up ſerv 
on all Occaſions he took Cortes, attended by his Cap: whe 
tains, along with him, and treated him with a De Stat 
ference and Reſpect full of Humanity, which ap <<< 
| was; prodigious in one of his Character, and oc as 
ioned thoſe who knew him to have the greaa , © 00 
Eſteem for the Spaniards, Their Viſits were fr. ſom 
quent and punctual; Cortes went to the Palace, and hi. 
Motezuma to the Spaniſh Quarters. The Empei ard; 
was continually admiring every Thing that came Gen 
from Spain, believing it to be a Part of Heaven all | 
and ſo high an Idea he had of the King, that it e ders 
ceeded the Conceptions he entertained of his Go ſupf 
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He was ever endeavouting to gain the Affection of 
the Spaniards, by diſtributing Curioſities and Jewels 
amongſt the Captains and Soldiers, not without Diſ- 
cernment and Diſtinction of Merit; for he careſſed 
moſt of the Officers of Diſtinction, and knew how 
to proportion the Gift to the Importance of the 
Perſon whom he deſigned to oblige. The Nobility, 


in Imitation of their King, were ambitious to ren- 


der themſelves agreeable to all the Strangers, by 
treating them with a Reſpect that favoured of Sub- 
miſſion: As for the Populace, they bent their Knees 
to the meaneſt of the Spaniſh Soldiers. In this Man- 
ner they enjoyed an agreeable Repoſe, with ſome- 
thing continually new to divert, and nothing to di- 
ſturb them. But they were not long without Oc- 
caſion of Diſquiet; for about this Time there came 
two Tlaſcalan Soldiers to the City through By-ways, 
diſguiſed in the Habits of Mexicans, who going pri- 
vately to Cortes, gave him a Letter from Vera- Cru, 
which changed the Face of Affairs, and forced him 
upon Reſolutions leſs pacifick. | 
Juan DE Es cALANTE, who, as we have ſaid be- 
fore, had the Government of the New Colony, was 
employed in continuing his Fortifications, and pre- 
ſerving his Correſpondence with thoſe Indian Friends 
whom Cortes had left him; and remained in this 
State of Tranquillity without any Accident, till he 
received Advice, that one of Motezuma's Generals 
was marching up and down in that Province with 
a conſiderable Army, committing Hoſtilities upon 
ſome Towns with which he had ſettled an Alliance, 
which depending upon the Protection of the Spani- 
ards, refuſed to pay their accuſtomed Tribute. This 
General's Name was Qualpopoca, and commanded 
all the Forces that were cantoned upon the Fron- 
tiers of Zempoala; and having aſſembled them to 
ſupport the Commiſſaries appointed to gather the 
Aa 4 -: 6 
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Tax, he committed great Diſorders, Extortions, 
and Violences upon thoſe People, accompanying the 
Rigour of the Officers with the Licentiouſneſs of 
the Soldiery ; both the one and the other, a Sort of 
Feople inſatiably greedy, who commonly call pil- 
laging the Subject, ſerving the Prince. 

Taz Totonagques, who inhabited the hilly Country, 
and whoſe Dwellings thoſe Troops were then de- 
ſtroying, were the firſt who complained. They be. 
ſeeched Juan de Eſcalante to take up Arms in De- 
fence of his Confederates, and offered to aſſiſt in the 
Undertaking with their whole remaining Strength, 
He comforted them with the Afurance that he re- 
ſepted their Injuries as done to himſelf : But before 
he would proceed to Extremities, he reſolved to 
ſend Meſſengers to the Mexican General, deſiring 
him, in a friendly Manner, That he would ſuſ- 
* pend his Hoſtility, until ſuch Time as he ſhould 
& receive freſh Orders from the Emperor, ſince it 

was not poſſible for him to have authorized a 

Proceeding of that Kind, when he had admitted 

to his Court Ambaſſadors from the Eaſtern Mo- 

narch, to ſet on Foot a Treaty of Peace and Con- 

federacy between the two Crowns,” This Meſ- 
ſage was carried by two Zempoalans, Men of good 
Addreſs, reſiding in YVera-Cruz ; and the Anſwer of 
the Mexican was infolent and injurious : ** That he 
* was very well able to comprehend and execute 
the Orders of his Prince; and if any. one ſhould 
pretend to divert him from the Chaſtiſement of 
thoſe Rebels, he likewiſe knew how to maintain 
5 in the Field what he had undertaken.*? 

Joay pe EscaLAxTE could not diſſemble his 
Reſentment ; nor was it fit for him to refuſe the 
Challenge in the View of thoſe Indians, who were 
intereſted in the Succeſs of the Totonaques, who ran 
the ſame Riſque, and had put themſelves ye the 

lame 
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ſame Protection: Wherefore having informed him- 

ſelf that the Groſs of the Enemies Body did not ex- 
ceed four thouſand Men, he immediately aſſembled 
two thouſand Indians, the greateſt Part of whom 
were Totonaques of the hilly Country; who being 
either ſuch as had fled before Qualpopoca, or irrita- 
ted by his Violences, came to ſhelter themſelves 
under E/calante's Protection; at the Head of which 
Number, well appointed after their Manner, and 
= forty Spaniards, two of them armed with Arquibuſes, 
and three with Croſs-Bows, and with two Pieces of 
Artillery, he began his March towards thoſe Towns 
= which wanted his Aſſiſtance, leaving Yera-Cruz but 
= weakly garriſoned. | | 
BB QvaLeoyoca had Notice of his Motions, and 
advanced to receive him, with all his Troops in ex- 
ceeding good Order, near a ſmall Village, ſince 
called Almeria. A little after Day-break both Ar- 
mies came in Sight of each other, and engaged with 
equal Reſolution ; but in a little while the Mexicans 
gave Way, and began to retire in great Diſorder. 
lt happened at the ſame Time, that the Totonaques 
of our Party, either not being inured to War, or, 
from the accuſtomed Dread they had of the Mexi- 
IJ cans, were diſpirited, and lagged behind, till at laſt 
they betook themſelves to Flight, and could not be 
prevailed to rally, either by Perſuaſion, Compulſion, 
or Example: A rare Accident, which muſt be 
reckoned among the unaccountable Events which 
happen in War, when the Conquerors fly from the 
Conquered! The Enemy fled with Precipitation and 
Dread, and were ſo careful of their own Safety, that 
they did not obſerve how much our Troops were di- 
miniſhed, but only did what they could, in a diſ- 
Jorderly Manner, to retire to the next Town, whi- 
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z ther Juan de Eſcalante purſued them, with little more 


than his forty Spaniards; and immediately com- 
2 manding 
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manding the Place to be fired in different Parts, at- 
tacked them at the ſame Time with ſo much Reſo- 
lution, that, without giving them Leiſure to diſco- 
ver the Smallneſs of his Numbers, he broke, and 
intirely diſlodged them, obliging them to turn their 
Backs and diſperſe themſelves in the Woods. The 
Indians, after the Action was over, affirmed that they 
faw in the Air a Woman, reſembling her whom the 
Strangers worſhipped for the Mother of their God, 
who dazzled and aſtoniſhed them in ſuch a Manner, 
that ſhe deprived them of Strength or Power to 
ſtand their Ground. This Miracle did not manifeſt 
itſelf to the Spaniards, but the Succeſs they met 
with made it credible; and the Soldiers were now 
all accuſtomed to ſhare with Heaven the Glory of 
their Exploits. 85 | 

Tris was a very ſignal Victory, but it coſt the 
Spaniards dear; for Juan de Eſcalante was mortally 
wounded, with ſeven other Soldiers, of which Num- 
ber the Indians carried off Juan de Arguillo, a Native 
of Leon, a Man of an extraordinary Stature, and 


K 
wy 
* 


very great Strength, who fell, valiantly fighting, at 7 


a Time when he could not be ſuccoured: The reſt 
all died of their Wounds at Vera- Cruz, within three 
Days. | | 

Or this Loſs, with all its Circumſtances, the 
Council of Yera-Cruz ſent Cortes an Account, that 
he might name a Succeſſor to Juan de Eſcalante, and 
be apprized of the Poſture of his Affairs in thoſe 
Parts. Cortes read the Letter, with the Concern that 
ſuch a Piece of ill News required. He communt 
cated the ſame to his Captains, and without entring 
at that Time into all its Conſequences, or diſcover- 


ing the Whole of his Chagrin, he defired them to ÞÞ 


reflect V this Accident, and to give him Time 
for the 


orming ſuch a Reſolution as it ſhould pleaſe 
God to inſpire, recommending very particularly to 


Father 
| y 
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Father Bartolome de Olmedo to contribute to it by his 
Prayers, and to all in general to keep the News 
ſecret, that a Diſaſter of ſuch Importance might nor 
come to the Ears of the Soldiers, and be made a 
Subject of common Diſcourſe. 

He afterwards retired to his own Apartment, and 
began to reflect on all the Inconveniences which 
might reſult from this Misfortune. He thought on 
ſeveral Expedients, and rejected them again: The 
Force of his Fancy even tired him with Variety, at 
once repreſenting to him the Remedies and Difficul- 
ties attending them. Authors report, that he walk d 
about a great Part of the Night, and by mere Acci- 
dent diſcovered at that Time a Place newly plaiſtered 
up, in which Motezuma concealed the Treaſures of 
his Father; and that after he had viewed them, he 
ordered the Place to be ſtopped up again, without 
ſuffering any Thing to be taken away. I ſhall not 
dwell upon the Diverſion which this Diſcovery might 
give to his Uneaſineſs, ſince it appears that it laſted 
not long, but ſoon gave Way to that Application of 
Thought, which ended in a ſteady Reſolution to take 
thoſe Meaſures which I am going to relate. 

I He ſent privately for the moſt ſenſible and beſt 
kB affected Indians of his Army, of whom he demanded, 
elf they had obſerved any Alteration in the Minds. 
* of the Mexicans, and in what Eſteem the Spani- 
* ards were at the Preſent among them ?** They 
anſwered, © That the common People were taken 
up with their Feſtivals made for the Diverſion of 
the Spaniards, whom they reverenced, becauſe 
they ſaw them honoured by their Emperor: But 
that the Nobility ſeemed penſive and myſterious; 
that they had ſecret Conferences, the Keſult of 
which they kept very private.” They ſaid, they 
had obſerved ſome Expreſſions which admitted a 
ſiniſter Interpretation; one of which was, That 
ol 
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would be no difficult Matter to break down the Brigges 
of the Cauſey, with others of the ſame Kind, which 
all together gave ſufficient Cauſe of Suſpicion. Two 
or three of thoſe Indians heard it whiſpered, that 
ſome few Days before, a Spaniard's Head was brought 
as a Preſent to Motezuma; and that he commanded 
it to be taken away and concealed, after he had 
viewed it with ſome Aſtoniſhment, it being of a 


very large Size, and the Face of a fierce Aſpect, 


Marks which agreed very well with that of Juan de 
Arguillo. This redoubled the. Uneaſineſs of Cortes; 
for hence it appeared, that Motezuma was privy to 
the Proceedings of his General. 

| Upon theſe Advices, and the Reflections he after- 
wards made thereupon, he ſhut himſelf up the next 
Morning with his Captains, and ſome principal Sol- 
diers, who, upon Account of their Merit or Expe- 
rience, were wont to aſſiſt at the Funtas, where he 
laid the Caſe, with all its Circumſtances, before 
them, and acquainted them what Information he had 
received the Night before from his truſty Ind:ans, 
weighing, with great Sedateneſs of Temper, the 
Danger with which they were threatened : He touch'd 
with great Addreſs upon the Difficulties which might 
occur; and then, without ſhewing which Way his 
own Sentiment inclined, he was ſilent, and gave them 
free Liberty to diſcuſs the Affair. 

Tux were of different Opinions: Some were for 


deſiring Motezuma's Paſſport, and marching imme- 


diately to the Relief of Yera-Cruz : Others found 
great Difficulties in the Retreat, and were for going 
off privately, without forgetting the Riches they had 
acquired. But the greateſt Part were of Opinion 
that they ſhould continue in Mexico, without ſeem- 
ing to bave any Knowledge of what had paſſed at 
Vera-Cruz, till they could find ſome Means to re- 


treat with Safety. But Cortes, recapitulating the 
ſeyeral 
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ſeveral Propoſals had been made, and highly com- 
mending the Zeal with which they had all endea- 
voured to hit the Point, delivered himſelf thus: 

IT can by no Means agree to that Propoſition of de- 


ring 4 Paſſport from Motezuma; for after having 


opened the Way to his Court with our Arms, in Spite 
ef all Oppoſition, we muſt anavoidably fink very low in 
ES the Opinion of the Mexicans, when once it ſhall be 
ES known, that we ſtand in Need of their Favour to re- 
tire. If Motezuma has ill Deſigns againſt us, he may 


ES grant the Paſſport, with no other View than to deſtroy 
us in our Retreat; and if be ſhould deny it, then we 


Hall be obliged to march out by Force, and expoſe our- 
ES ſelves to a certain Danger, after having declared our 
BY Weakneſs. Much leſs am I of Opinion, that we ſhould 
© offer to retreat by Stealth , for by ſo doing, we ſhall at 
once brand ourſelves with the infamons Epithet of Fu- 
ES gitives, and Motezuma can, with the greateſt Eaſe 
8 imaginable, poſſeſs himſelf of the Paſſes, by ſending 
Scouts before to give Notice of our March. And in 
ort, in my Opinion, it is by no Means convenient, at 
= this Juncture, even to think of retiring ;, for after what 
Manner ſoever we attempt it, it will infallibly be at 
be Expence of our Reputation; and having once loſt 
cur Friends and Confederates, whom that and nothing 
elſe engages on our Side, wwe ſhall afſuredly find ourſelves 
roithout one Foot of Ground to tread upon with any 
Pecurity. For theſe Conſiderations, I conclude, that 
bey come neareſt to the Point who vote for our conti- 


& uing here, without taking Notice of any Thing till we 


an go off with Honour, and for trying, in the mean 
Fobile what may happen agreeable to that Hope. Both 
Neſolutions, it is true, are equally hazardous, but not 
aua honourable , and it would be a Misfortune un- 
worthy of Spaniards, to chuſe to die a diſhonourable 
PVeath, when they have it in their Option, to do the con- 
rar). I make no Queſtion but that it is neceſſary for 
"of ; 44 
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E 
us to ſtand our Ground where we are; the Manner hi 7 
we ſhall effet it is what moſt employs my Thoughts. We 7 
are acquainted with the Rumours which begin to ſpread « 
among the Mexicans. The Diſgrace which has befal- WY 5 
len us at Vera-Cruz deſerves your ſerious Reflections; 4 
and f.rguillo's Head preſented to Motezuma, 7s 4 F 
plain Indication, that te was no Stranger to the Ex- 
pedition of bis General; nay, his very Silence upon that 
Article, is a ſufficient Reaſon. for us to ſuſpect his In- 
tentions. Therefore upon conſidering the Whole, Ian 
of Opinion, that in order to maintain ourſelves in thi 
City with leaſt Hazard, it will be expedient to reſok 
upon ſome great Action, that may give the Indians rb 
Cauſe of Aſtoniſhment, and regain what Reputation ut 
bave loſt in their Eſteem by-theſe unfortunate Accidents, Wl 
To which End, (after having weighed other Prejetis, 
which would make more Noiſe than they would produit 
Effect) I hold it abſolutely. neceſſary to ſeize the Perſu 
of Motezuma, and bring him Priſoner to our 'Quarter. 
A Reſolution, which I cannot help thinking will ſtriu 
Terror into them, and muſt needs keep. them with 
Bounds, and at the ſame Time will give us an 0. 
portunity of capitulating after ſuch a Manner, buf 
with the King and his Vaſſals, as may be moſt for th 
Honour of our Sovereign, and the common Securit. 
The Pretence of his Impriſoument, according to me 
Judgment, muſt be the Death of Arguillo, to which uM 
was privy, and the Breach of the Peace by one «f vu 
Generals; with which two Offences we muſt give bu 
to underſtand-we have been acquainted, and for wh 
wwe demand Satisfaction: For it would be to cur D 
advantage to ſeem ignorant of any Thing which i 
tbemſelves underſtand; when they believe us ſuperta 
them in every reſpecs, and ignorant cf nothing. T 
and ſuch other Errors of their Imaginations c H 
encourage, or at leaſt bear with, as extremely fav 
able to our bold Undertaking. I am very ſenſille 5 ; £ 
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Difficulties and Accidents which attend ſo daring an 
Enterprize ; but great Actions hape their Birth from 
great Dangers ; and God will certainly ſupport us, for 
many are the Wonders (J may venture to ſay, the evi- 
dent Miracles) which he has wrought for us in this 
Expedition; and why ſhould we not now believe, that 
this Perſeverance of ours is the Effect of his divine In- 
ſpiration ? His Service is the principal Motive of our 
Enterprize ; and I cannot be perſuaded, that be. bas 
conducted us thus far by bis extraordinary Providente, 
to plunge us into unſurmountable Difficulties, and in our 
greateſt N. ecelſity to abandon us to our own Weaknfſs: : 
H enlarged with ſo much Energy upon this pious 
Conſideration, that he communicated to the whole 
Council the Vigour of his gyn Spirit, and brought 
== them over to his- Opinion; firſt the Captains, Juan 
Velaſquez de Leon, Diego de Ordax, with Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, and then all the reſt applauded the judir 
cious Arguments of their General, and judged. the 
Goodneſs of the Remedy, by the heroick Gallantry 
of the Reſolution. Upon this Foot the Junta broke 
up, having reſolved upon the Impriſonment of Me- 
tezuma, and leaving the Management of the Whole 
to the Diſcretion of Cortes. 1 41127 
BrRNAL DIAZ DEL CasrILLo, who loſes no Op- 
portunity of introducing himſelf as the Author of 
all great Reſolutions, affirms, that he, and ſome 
other Soldiers, adviſed the Impriſonment of Mate- 
zuma, ſome Days before they had received any In- 
telligence of what had happened at Vera- Crux: But 
other Relations do not agree with his, nor was there 
Occaſion, at that Juncture, to enter upon a Project 
of ſo violent a Nature. He ſhould have kept him- 
ſelf within Bounds a little longer, and then his Ad- 
vice would not have appeared ſo improbable, and 
ſo much out of Seaſon. - 
HAN 
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„ 
The Impriſonment of Motezuma: An Account 


after what Manner it was effeffed, and how 
*  trereived among ft his Vaſſals. REL 

1 5 — be acknowledged, that this Reſolution of 
I a few Spaniards, to ſeize ſo powerful a Prince in 
ais own Court, amidſt all his Guards, was a Bold- 
neſs without Example. The Recital of this Action, 
tho' true, ſeems wholly incompatible with the Sin- 
cerity of Hiſtory, and even in a Romance would 
ſurpaſs the Exaggerations and the Licence of Fable 
Itſelf, It might have been called Temerity, had it 
been undertaken ſpontaneouſly, and with a- greater 
Liberty of Choice: But a Man is not proper! 
termed raſh, who ſhuts his Eyes to a Danger which 
he cannot avoid. Cortes ſaw himſelf equally loft if 
he made a Retreat, which would ruin his Reputa- 
tion, or ſtood his Ground without retrieving his fa- 
ding Honour by ſome extraordinary Exploit. The 
Mind, when it finds itſelf ſurrounded on all Sides 
with Difficulties, violently flies to that which leaſt 
—.— it; but the Method taken by Cortes, was in 

ruth the moſt difficult; whether he was reſolved 
to end this Affair one Way or other, at a Blow, or 
becauſe he could not accommodate himſelf to Mea- 
ſures of a middle Nature. We may ſay, that it was 
great Magnanimity in him to elevate his Views ſo 
high, or that Military Prudence is not ſuch an Enemy 
to Extremes as Civil: But better it is, that this Re- 
ſolution of his ſhould paſs without a Name, or that, 
only regarding the Succeſs, we place it among thoſe 
imperteptible Means which God made Uſe of in 
this Conqueſt; excluding, in Appearance, all natu- 
ral Cauſes or Impulſes. A 
| Hg 
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Taz Hour when the Spaniards were accuſtomed 
to wait upon Motezuma was choſen for the Execution 
of their Deſign, that no Alarm might be given by 
their making him an unſeaſonable Viſit. Cortes gave 
Orders to his Men to arm themſelves in their Quar- 
ters, to ſaddle their Horſes, and to hold themſelves 
in a Readineſs, without making any Noiſe or Move- 
ment till they received freſh Inſtructions. He poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of all the Avenues of the Streets lead- 
ing to Motezuma's Palace, with ſmall ſcattered De- 
tachments of Soldiers, and went to the Palace, ac- 
companied by the Captains Pedro de Alvarado, Gon- 
zalo de Sandoval, Juan Velaſquez de Leon, Franciſco 
de Lugo, and Alonſo Davila, having ordered thirty pri- 
vate Men of his own chuſing to follow at a Diſtance. 
= Ir was no ſurprizing Sight to ſee them enter with 
cheir Arms, which they uſually carried as a Military 
Ornament. Motezuma, as cuſtomary, came out of 
his Apartment to receive the Viſit, and they all took 
their Seats. His Servants, as by his Order, they 
BY were always accuſtomed to do, retired to another 
Part of the Palace; and when Donna Marina and Ge- 
BY rim Aguilar were come up, Cortes began his Com- 
plaint with a becoming Reſentment. Firſt he laid be- 
fore Motezuma the Action of his General, who had 
the Inſolence to form an Army, and attack his Con- 
federates, in Violation of the Peace, and Royal Safe- 
guard, under which they thought themſelves ſecure. 
Then he urged as a Crime, for which he ought to 
make Satisfaction to God and Man, the ſpilling the 
Blood of a Spaniard by the Mexicans, after they had 
made him Priſoner, to revenge upon him, in cold 
Blood, the Ignominy of their own ſhameful Defeat. 
And laſtly, he expoſed, in proper Colours, as a Point 
of till greater Conſideration, the Excuſe made by 
= 2ralpopoca, and his Captains, who declared they had 
Eg undertaken that unjuſtifiable War by the Emperor's 
Vor. I. Bb expreſs 
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expreſs Order: Concluding, That he thought he ow'd 
ſo much to his Majeſty, as not to give Credit to an 
Action ſo unworthy of his Greatneſs, as that of fa- 
vouring the Spaniards in one Place, while he was en- 
deayouring to deſtroy them in another. 
MoTzzuma changed Colour at the hearing of 


this Charge; and with all the Marks of Conviction 


interrupted Cortes, denying, as well as he could, 
that he had eyer given any ſuch Orders: But Corti. 
relieved his Confuſion by ſaying, * That he did 
<< believe it to be undoubtedly true, and was fully 


convinced, that he had no Hand in ſo baſe a 
Action; but that the Spaniards would not be ſo 


& ſatisfied, nor even his en Vaſſals be undeceived 


&« after ſuch a Declaration of his General, unleſs they 3 


< ſaw him give ſome extraordinary Proof of wha 
© he affirmed, that might intirely efface the Impreſ- 


* fion of ſuch a Calumny; and that therefore he wa 
come to intreat him, that, without making any Di- 
* ſturbance, but as if it was his own ſpontaneous Wi 
Choice, he would immediately go with him to th: Wl 


© Spaniſh Quarters, with a Reſolution not to ftir from 


* thenee till it ſhould be made apparent to all, that 
he had not been coneerned in fo perfidious an A 
tion.“ To which Purpofe he repreſented to him, 
That by this generous Confidence, ſo well becom: 
ing a Princely Mind, he would not only appea 
< the juſt Reſentment of the great Monarch whoi: 
Servant he was, and the Jealouſy of his Comp: WW 
* nions and Followers; but that it would redound 
* to his own Honour, which at preſent ſuffered i 
great Eclipſe ; giving his Word, both as a Gentl- 
man, and a Miniſter tothe moſt powerful Monarc i 


40 


* in the Univerſe, that he ſhould be treated among} 


* the Spaniards with all the Reſpect due to his Roy f ; 
Character; ſince they only deſired to be ſecure of fl 
* his good Will, that they might have it in ther 

| Poe 
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« Power to ſerve and obey him with the greater Ve- 
& neration.”* Here Cortes left off ſpeaking, and Mo- 
tezuma likewiſe remained ſilent for ſome Moments, 
as amazed at the Boldneſs of the Propoſal. But Cortes, 
deſirous to reduce him by Gentleneſs, before he would 
determine on other Ways, added, That the Quar- 
<« ters he had been pleaſed to aſſign them, were in 
“ one of his Majeſty's own Royal Palaces, where 
« ſometimes he was wont to paſs a few Days: That 
« it could not ſeem ſtrange to his Subjects, that he 
e ſhould change his Reſidence to clear himſelf of a 
“Fault, which, being placed to his Account, would 
„ be the Complaint of one King againſt another; 
« whereas if it remained on his General, it might be 


<« redrefſed by a proper Correction, without puſhing 


: % Things to thoſe Extremities and Violences, which 


“generally attend the Deciſion of Quarrels which 
happen between Sovereigns.“ 


Morkzuua could no longer ſuffer Cortes to en- 


large upon Motives to perſuade him to a Thing which 
he judged impracticable; and letting him know, he 


| W underſtood what it was he aimed at by ſuch a Propo- 


ſition, reply*d with/ſome Impatience, That Princes 
Hof his Rank were not accuſtomed to deliver them- 
«* ſelves up to a Priſon, nor would his Subjects per- 
e mit it, tho* he ſhould forget his own Digaity ſo 
* far, and ſtoop to ſo baſe a Compliance.” To 
which Cortes anſwered; ** That provided he went 


a3 © willingly, without obliging the Spaniards to forget 
( © the Reſpect they had for him, he valued not the 
t | ** Oppoſition of his Subjects, againit whom he could 


* employ a ſufficient Force, without any Breach of 


| * their mutual Amity.”* - The Diſpute laſted long, 


Motezuma ſtill refuſing to leave his Palace, and Cortes 


endcavouring to perſuade and ſecure him without 
BS Proceeding to Extremities. AMetezuma made ieveral 


Offers, being ſenſible of the Hazard to which he was 
B b 2 expoſed: 
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expoſed: He propoſed to ſend immediately for Qual. 
popoca, and all his Officers, and give them up to 
Cortes to be chaſtized as he ſhould think proper : He 
offered two of his Sons as Hoſtages, to be ſent Pri- 
ſoners to the Spaniſh Quarters, till ſuch Time as he 
ſhould perform his Promiſe; and repeated with ſome 


Signs of Weakneſs, That he was not a Perſon who Bt 
could hide himſelf, or flee to the Mountains.“ 
Cortes approved none of theſe Expedients ; and . 
tezuma refuſed to furrender himſelf : But the Cap- Wi 4 
fains, who were preſent at this Diſpute, ſuſpecting MR 1 
the Danger that might enſue by this Delay, began to t 
loſe Patience, intimating, that they muſt decide the h 
Queſtion by Action; and Juan Velaſquez de Leon ſaid WR v 
aloud, Let us leave off talking, and either ſeize or kill MY + 
him. Motezuma took Notice of thoſe Words, which li 
were uttered with great Paſſion, and demanded of a: 
Donna Marina, What it was that Spaniſh Captain ne 
fpoke with ſo much Vehemence? And ſhe, with a v. 
Diſcretion which never failed her upon Occaſion, re- 
ply'd in ſuch' a Manner as if ſhe apprehended being ki 
over-heard by the Spaniards: My Lord, you run « 15 
great Hazard by not giving Way to the Inſtances of thej: WW ins 
People: You already know their Reſolution, and the ju- Wl wa 
pernatural Power that affifts them. I am your coun ger 
loyal Subject; my Thoughts have no other Employment we: 
than to do you Service, and I am likewiſe one of their a e 
Confidents, well acquainted with the Secret of their In- Wt cric 
gentions. If you go with them, you will be treated with Me 
all the Reſpect that is due to your Perſon and Dignity; ¶ neſs 
and by reſiſting longer, you endanger your Life. Vit! 
TH1s ſhort Speech, delivered with Addreſs, and Tur 


well-tim'd, prevailed on Motezuma, who, without 
entering into any freſh Conteſts, roſe from his Seat, 
and ſaid to the Spaniards, © I truſt myſelf into your 
* Hands; let us go to your Quarters, for ſo the 
4 Gods will have it, ſince you have carried er . 
| % Point We 
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4 Point, and I am determined.“ He preſently called 
for his Servants, and commanded them to get ready 
his Chair and Equipage, and told his Miniſters, 
« That for certain Reaſons of State, which he had 
« concerted with his Gods, he had reſolved to paſs 
« ſome Days in the Spaniſh Quarters: That they 
4 ſhould underſtand, and publiſh to all his Subjects, 
« that he went of his own Accord, and for his own 
«© Advantage.“ He then gave Orders to one of the 
Captains of his Guards, to bring Qualpopeca Pri- 
ſoner, with the other Officers concerned in the In- 
vaſion of Zempoala; to which Purpole he gave him 
the Royal Signet, which he always carried ty'd to 


with him, that he might make ſure of apprehending 
the Criminals. All theſe Orders were given pub- 
lickly, and Donna Marina explained them to Corres, 
and the reſt of the Haniſb Captains, that they might 
not take Umbrage upon hearing him talk to his Ser- 
vants, or commit any unſeaſonable Act of Violence. 

He left his Palace without any more Delay, ta- 
king with him all his uſual Attendants: The Spa- 
uiards marched on foot cloſe by his Chair, ſurround- 
Ing it under Pretence of waiting on him. A Report 
was preſently ſpread about the City, that the Stran- 
gers had carried off the Emperor; and the Streets 
By were crowded in an Inſtant, with an Appearance of 
a general Inſurrection; for they made great Out- 
cries, throwing themſelves upon the Ground like 
Men in Deſpair ; and ſome diſcovered the Tender- 
neſs of their Concern by their Tears: But Motezuma, 
Vith an Air of Gaiety and Compoſure, appeaſed the 
Tumult, and ſatisfied them in ſome meaſure. He 
commanded them to ceaſe their Cries, and at the 
BY firit Motion of his Hand a profound Silence enſued. 
e then told them, That he was not going to a 
Priſon, but, for his own Diverſion, to pals a few 
2 Bb 3 „„ 


his Right Arm, and bad him take Troops along 
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% Days with his Friends the Strangers” and this 
anſwering a Queſtion before it was aſked, confirmed 
what he endeavoured to diſown. When he arrived 
at the Quarters, which, as we have obſerved, were 
in a Palace built by his Father, he gave Orders for 
his Guards to diſperſe the Populace, and to his Mi. 
niſters to publiſh, that it ſhould be Death for any 
one to occaſion the leaſt Tumult or Diſturbance, 
He courteouſly careſſed the Spaniſh Soldiers, who 
went out to receive him with reſpectful Joy. The 
Palace being ſufficiently large and convenient to re. 
ceive him and all his Retinue, he pitched upon an 
Apartment, ſeparate from the Spaniards, to reſide in, 
which was inſtantly furniſhed by his own Servants 
with the beſt Moveables of his Wardrobe z and Cor. 
tes placed a ſufficient Guard of Spaniſb Soldiers at 
the Avenues, and doubled thoſe of the Quarters, 
poſting Centinels in the neareft Streets, and omitting Wl 
no Precaution which an Action of that Conſequence WR 
required. Orders were given to the Soldiers to per- 


mit the Entrance of thoſe of the Emperor's Retinue 


(who were now all known) as likewife of the Nobi- Wl 
lity and Miniſters wha came to make their Court, 
with Reſerve to admit but a certain Number in th: 
Room of others who went out, under Pretext « 
keeping his Majeſty from being. crowded. Corti 


went to viſit him the ſame Evening, firſt aſking J 


Leave, and obſerving the ſame Formalities and C 
remonies, as when he waited on him in his Imperil i 
Palace. The like Reſpe& was ſhewed him by ti: 
Officers and Soldiers of Diſtinction: They all gar 
him humble Thanks for the Honour he did th 
Houſe, as if he came thither by his own Choice; 
and he was as chearful and pleaſant to all, as if not 
were preſent who had been Witneſſes of the Ref 
ſtance he would have made. He diſtributed amongi|M 
them ſeveral Jewels with his own Hand, which i 

e brougu 
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brought on purpoſe to ſhew his good Humour ; 
and for all that could be obſerved, either in his Be- 
= haviour or Expreſſions, he never once diſcovered the 
leaſt Weakneſs under his Confinement, nor ceaſed to 
maintain the Grandeur of an Emperor in the Con- 
ſtancy with which he endeavoured to unite thoſe two 
incompatible Extremes, Majeſty and Dependency. 
To none of his Servants or Miniſters, whoſe Atten- 
dance at all Hours was permitted, did he diſcover 
the Secret of his Confinement ; either for that he 
was aſhamed to own it, or that he feared the Loſs 
of his Life, if they ſhould make the leaſt Diftur- 
bance. At that Time this Retirement was regarded 
by all as his own voluntary Reſolution ; for which 
Reafon the Preſumption of the Spaniards was not ſo 
much as talk*d of, being indeed ſo great, that it 
was concealed by the very Exceſs of it, as a Thing 
impoſſible, and exceeding the, Bounds of Imagina- 
tion itſelf. | 
Tnus was Motezuma's Imprifonment contrived and 
executed, and in a few Days he became ſo eaſy, that 
he had ſcarce any Inclination to change his Condition : 
Neverthelefs his Subjects diſcovered at length, that 
the Spaniards had him under Confinement, notwith- 
ſtanding they carefully diſguiſed the Violence they 
were guilty of, under the ſpecious Maſk of a pro- 
found Reſpect. The Guards which were conſtantly 
poſted at the Avenues of the Emperor's Apartment, 
and the Spaniards being continually under Arms in 
the Quarters, left them no Room for Doubt; but 
no one made the leaſt Offer to treat concerning his 
Liberty: Nor is it to be imagined what Reaſons 
they had; he to continue under that Oppreſſion 
without any Reluctance, and they to live in the ſame 
Inſenſibility, without ſhewing any Concern at the 
Diſhonour done to the Perſon of their Emperor. 
The Boldneſs of the Spaniards was very ſurprizing; 
Ss nor 


upon their Hearts; nor will this appear to be a ſu- 
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nor leſs remarkable was this Meannefs of Spirit in » 
Motezuma, a Prince ſo puiſſant, and naturally of ſo . 6 
haughty a Diſpoſition, together with the Want of WW «© 
Reſolution which then appeared in the Mexicans, a 
warlike Nation, and exceſſively zealous in ſupporting 
the Dignity of their Sovereigns. We may therefore 
ſafely venture to ſay, that the Hand of God was 


perſtitious Credulity, or any great- Novelty in his 
Divine Providence, ſince the World has long ago 
ſeen an Example of his forwarding the Underta- 
kings of his own People, by ſubduing the Spirit of 
their Enemies k. | 2 OE 


- * * 
— „* * 9 1 — 


H | 
Motezuma's Behaviour under his Confinement, 
both to his own People and the Spaniards. 
Qualpopoca 7s brought Priſoner, and con- 
demned to Death by Cortes, who cauſes Mo- 
tezuma 70 be fut in Fetters during the Exe- 
cution of the Sentence, | 


* Spaniards in a few Days ſaw their Quarters 
| converted into a Palace, without omitting to 
guard it, as the Priſon of Motezuma. The Surprize 
of this daring Action abated inſenſibly amongſt the 
Mexicans, with the Novelty of it: Some diſappro- 
ving the War made by Qualpopoca upon YVera-Cruz, 
commended the Procedure of Motezuma, and im- 
puted it to the Greatneſs of his Soul, that he parted 
with his Liberty as a Pledge of his Innocence. 
Others believed, that the Gods, with whom they 
ſuppoſed him to have frequent Communication, had 
adyiſed him to that which was moſt convenient, 5 
WOul 


* Joſhua, Chap. V. Ver. 1, 
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would moſt redound to his Advantage. And others 
(who did better) acquieſced intirely in his Reſolu- 
tion, without being ſo preſumptuous as to examine 


ſovereign Princes concern the Duty, and not the 
Underſtanding of their Vaſſals. He diſcharged the 
Functions of a Sovereign at the uſual Hours; gave 
Audiences; heard the Advice and Repreſentations of 
his Miniſters; and applied himſelf to the Civil and 
Military Government of his Kingdoms, taking parti- 
cular Care to conceal his in voluntary Confinement. 
His Table was ſerved from his Palace with a nu- 
merous Attendance of Servants, and greater Abun- 
dance than uſual: The Overplus was diſtributed 
among the Spaniſb Soldiers; and he conſtantly ſent 
Diſhes of the greateſt Delicacy to Cortes and his 
Captains, all whom he could call by their reſpective 
Natnes, and he had ſtudied even their ſeveral Hu- 
mours and Diſpoſitions, and knew how to make a 
proper Uſe of his Obſervations in converſing with 
them, and would at Times ſeaſon his Diſcourſe with 
Pleaſantry, in ſuch a Manner as was no Way incon- 
ſiſtent either with Majeſty or Decorum. All the 


among the Spaniards, and was wont to ſay, That he 
was not himſelf without them. Every one endea- 
BY voured to pleaſe him, and the Reſpect with which 
they treated him, gave him great Satisfaction. Free- 
doms and ill Manners extremely diſguſted him; and 
if any one happened to be faulty that Way, he made 
che Offender underſtand that it ſhock*d him, and 


r / 0; 


_— 
1 


d chat he was ſenſible of his being ill uſed : So jealous 
e. vas he of his Dignity, that he reſented, with an ex- 
eme Indignation, ſomewhat done in his Preſence 
d by a Spaniard, with Deſign, as he thought, to affront 
d him, and defired the Captain of the Guard to em- 


— 


ploy that Soldier at a greater Diſtance from his Per- 
2 | ſon, 


into it, well knowing that the Determinations of 


Time that he was diſengaged from Buſineſs, he paſt 


* 
——— — 


2 


rado, who counted for them, for his marking in 
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ſon, or order him to be puniſhed, if he again offered 
to appear before him. 

Sou Evenings he uſed to play with Cortes at Jo- 
Joloque, which is a Game with little Balls of Gold, 
with which they endeavoured to ſtrike down certain 
ſmall Pins of the ſame Metal, at a proportionable 
Diſtance : They play'd for Jewels or other Curioſi- 
ties, which were loſt or won upon five Marks. Mo. 
#ezuma diſtributed his Winnings amongſt the Sa- 
niards, and Cortes gave his to the Emperor's inferior 
Officers. He would ſometimes rally Pedro de Alva. 


Favour of Cortes, and reproach*d him after a pleaſant 
Manner for being a bad Reckoner ; nevertheleſs he 
deſired him at other Times to mark, and take care 
to keep a fair Account. He preſerved the Sentiments 
of a Prince, even at Play; regarding the Loſs as an 
Effect of Hazard, and the Gain as a Reward of Vic: 
tory. E 
Trxy did not omit in thoſe private Converſations Rm = 
to introduce the Subject of Religion. Cortes di. 
courſed him ſeveral Times, endeavouring with Gen- 
tlenefs to make him ſenfible of his Error. Fria Jaw - 
Bartolome de Olmedo ſeconded his Arguments with 
the like Piety, but with far greater Energy. Dom 
Marina very carefully interpreted theſe Diſcourſe, {8 | 
adding her own private Reaſons, as a Perſon new MY * 
undeceived, who had till freſh in her Memory the 
Motives which converted her: But the Devil h 
got ſuch an Aſcendant over his Mind, that he ſuf f 
7 


fered his own natural Reaſon to be ſo enſlaved, th 
no Arguments were of Force enough to touch hi 
obdurate Heart. It was not known, whether he hat mw ” 
a Communication with the Devil, or whether he con- 
tinued to appear to him as uſual, after the Spaniari s 
arrived at Mexico; on the contrary, it was believe! 


as certain, that from the firſt Appearance = 5 2 
| : ros 


Book III. Congueſt of MEXICO. 379 
Croſs of Chriſt in that City, all thoſe infernal Invo- 
cations loſt their Force, and the Oracles became ſi- 
Jenr. But that deluded Prince was ſo blind and 
abandoned to his Errors, that he had no Manner, of 
Inclination to relinquiſh them, or to advantage him- 
ſelf by the Light which was ſet before him: This 
Hardneſs of Heart was perhaps the miſerable Effect 
of his other Vices and Enormities, with which he 
had diſpleaſed God; or a Chaſtiſement for that very 
Negligence with which he lent an Ear, without ſub- 
mitting to the Truth. | 

AFTER twenty Days, or ſomewhat more, the 
Captain of the Guard, who had been ſent to the 
Frontier of Yera-Cruz, returned, bringing Qualpo- 
bocca, and other Captains of the Army, Prifoners, 
= who upon Sight of the Royal Signet had ſurrendered 
8 themſelves without Reſiſtance. The Priſoners were 
conducted into the Apartment of Motezuma, who, 
by the Permiſſion of Cortes, ſpoke to them, but 


f | BW with Reſerve ; for he was deſirous they ſhould. con- 
A ceal the Order he had given them, and ſuffer them- 
q ſelves to be deceived by this exterior Shew of Con- 


WE fidence which he ſeemed to repoſe in them. The 
Captain himſelf went afterwards with them to the 
Apartment of Cortes, to whom he delivered them, 
ſaying on the Part of his Maſter, That he had 
* ſent them to him, that he might find out the 
* Truth, and, at his own Diſcretion, inflict upon 
* them what Puniſhment he thought they deſerv'd.“ 
Cortes ſhut himſelf up with them, and they preſently 
pleaded Guilty to all their Charges, acknowledging, 
That they had violated the Peace of their oxwn Autho- 
rity; bad provoked the Spaniards of Vera-Cruz with 
bbeir Hoſtilities, and had procured the Death of Ar- 
8 guillo, killed by their Order in cold Blood, though @ 
FPriſoner of War: All this they confeſſed without once 
mentioning that they had any Commiſſion for ſo 


doing 
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doing from Motezuma, till perceiving that the Pu- 
niſhment they had been threaten'd with was going 
to be inflicted, they endeavoured to bring him in 
For an Accomplice, in order to fave their Lives: 


But Cortes utterly refuſed to give Ear to that Eva- 
ſion, treating it as a mere Chimera and Invention of 


theirs, merely to excuſe themſelves. They were 


judged by a Court Martial, and received Sentence of 
Death, with the Circumſtance of having their Bodies 


-publickly burnt before the Royal Palace, as Crimi- 


nals who had incurred the Penalty of High Treaſon. 
Meaſures were immediately taken for the Execution, 
it being thought neceſſary not to delay it: But Cor- 
tes fearing Motezuma's Reſentment, and that he might 
endeavour to defend thoſe who were to die for having 
executed his Orders, reſolved to terrify him by ſome 
daring Action, which ſhould have threatening Ap- 
pearances, and remind him of the Subjection in 
which he was. To this Purpoſe he bethought him- 


ſelf of another bold Stroke, to which he was cer- 


tainly induced by the great Facility with which he 
deprived him of his Liberty, and the unexpected 
Patience with which he bore his Confinement. He 
ordered ſome of thoſe Fetters to be brought, which 
they uſed to carry with them for Criminals, and 
with thoſe carried openly in the Hands of a Soldier, 
Cortes came into the Preſence of Metezuma, and 
with him came Donna Marina, and three or four of 
his Captains: He did not -omit the Reſpects with 
which he was wont to accoſt him; but raifing hs 
Voice, and with more Farneſtneſs in his Countenance 
than ordinary, he told him, © That Qualpopoca and 
< the other Delinquents, now condemned to ſuffer 
Death, had confeſſed their Crime, and had been 
* found deſerving of the Sentence; but added, that 
< they had accuſed him, affirming that they had 


„ a&cd wholly by his Orders; and that therefore it 
cc Was 
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« was neceſſary he ſhould expiate for thoſe ſtrong 
c Preſumptions by ſome perſonal Mortification; and 


that Kings, tho' they were not liable to ordinary 


« Puniſhments, were yet ſubject to a ſuperior Law, 
cc which commands Crowns, and ought, in ſome 
<« Refpects, to imitate the Guilty, when they found 


* themſelves culpable, and were deſirous to ſatisfy 


„Divine Juſtice.” Having ſaid this, he command- 
ed, with an Air of Authority and Reſolution, that 
they ſhould put Motezuma in Fetters, without ſuf- 


fering any Reply; and leaving him in that Condi- 
tion, turned his Back, and retired to his Apartment, 


giving freſh Orders to his Guards, that for the pre- 
ſent they ſhould nor faffer him to have any Manner 
of Communication with his Miniſters. 3 

So great was the Aſtoniſnment of Motezuma, to 
fee himſelf treated with ſo much Ignominy, that at 
firſt he wanted Force to reſiſt, and afterwards Speech 
to complain. He remained a good while like one 
inſenſible ; and his Servants who attended him, ac- 
companied his Grief with Lamentation, without 
preſuming to ſpeak ; throwing themſelves at his 
Feet to bear the Weight of his Fetters. He reco- 
vered from his firſt Confuſion and Amazement, and 
began to break out into Impatience, but ſoon put 
a Curb upon himſelf; and attributing the unhappy 
BS Circumſtances to which he was reduced, to the Will 
of his Gods, waited the Event, not without Appre- 
henſions that his Life was in Danger: But ſoon re- 
calling to mind who he was, he intrepidly expected 
his Fate. | | 

CorTEs loſt no Time in the Execution of what 
he had reſolved upon: The Criminals were brought 
forth to receive their Puniſhment; all neceſſary Pre- 
By cautions having firſt been taken, to prevent any Op- 
Wy poſition that might be made. The Execution was 
bPerformed in Sight of an innumerable Concourſe of 
3 People, 


— — — 
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People, not ſo much: as one diſorderly Voice being 
heard, nor wg there the leaſt Ground for Jealouſy, 
The People were ſeized with a Terror, which was 
mixed with Adnfation and Reſpect : They greatly 
wondered at the Authority thoſe Strangers aſſumed, 
who, at the moſt, ought to have behaved them- 
ſelves only as Ambaſſadors from another Prince: 
But they did not preſume to call their Power in 
queſtion, ſeeing it was eſtabliſhed with their own 
Sovereign's Approbation, which was the Reaſon 
that they flock'd in Crowds to behold that Specta- 
cle, with a Kind of mortified Sedateneſs, which, 
without knowing in what it conſiſted, gave way to 
Fear. It was of great Help on this Occaſion, that 
the Invaſion of Qualpopoca was ill received among 
the Mexicans, and that he had aggravated his Crime, 
and rendered it far more horrible, by having had the 
Preſumption-to charge his Sovereign as an Accom- 
lice, which paſſed as a Thing incredible, and even 
#97 the Accuſation been true, would have been 
looked upon as inſolent and ſeditious. This Execu- 
tion muſt be regarded as the third bold Action of 
Cortes, which was effected, as has been obſerved, 
upon very irregular Principles. He determined upon 
It, becauſe he thought it convenient, and not im- 


poſſible. He knew the Genius of the People he had 
to deal with, and was no Stranger to the Value of 
the great Pledge he had in his Power, whatſocver 
might. happen. Let us ſuffer ourſelves to be blinded 
by the Plauſibleneſs of his Reafons, or at leaſt no! 
bring them into Judgment in the Hiſtory, content: 


O 


ing ourſelves with relating the Fact as it paſſed, i 
which, after being executed, proved of great Con- 
ſequence for the Security of the Spaniards at Vera. 
Cruz, and ſtifled, at that Time, thoſe Rumours 


Which began to diſturb the Mexican Nobility: 
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Cox Es immediately returned to the Emperor's 
Apartment, and with a chearful Countenance cour- 
teouſly addreſſed him, ſaying, The Traitors, my 
« Lord, who have been ſo bold x to blemiſh your 


« Character, have received condign Puniſhment ; 
« and you yourfelf have ſufficiently complied with 


« your Obligation, by fubmitting to the Juſtice of 
« God with this little Intermiſſion of your Liberty.“ 
Then immediately he ordered the Fetters to be ta- 
ken off, or (as. ſome Authors report) he put himfelf 
on his Knees, and took them off with his own 
Hands: And it is probable, from his uſual Pre- 
fence of Mind, that he might endeavour, with fuch 
a Piece of Courteſy, to give a greater Recommenda- 


| 7 | tion to the Redreſs of his ill Treatment. Motezuma 


received this Part of his Liberty with a tumultuous 
Joy: He embraced Cortes two or three Times, and 
ſeemed as if he would never have done with his 
thankful Acknowledgments. | 

THrxy both ſat down, and entered into amicable 
Converſation, and Cortes uſed another Piece of Po- 
licy with him, being what he was continually me- 
ditating upon ; for he ordered all the Guards to 
retire, and gave him to underſtand, that whenever 
he pleaſed he might return to his Palace, the Cauſe 
of his Detention being now removed. This Offer 
he made him, as being very ſure he would not ac- 
cept it; for he had frequently heard him firmly and 
reſolutely declare, That it was by no Means conve- 
nient for him to think of returning to his Palace, 
or of leaving the Spaniards, till ſuch Time as they 
ſhould retire from his Court; for that he ſhould 
greatly ſuffer in his Reputation, when it ſhould be 
Known amoneſt his Vaſſals, that he had received his 
Liberty from the Hand of another. A Thought 
Which has been ſince father'd upon Motezuma as his 
own, but was indeed inſpired into him by Donna 


Marina | 
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Marina and ſome Captains, at the Inſtance of Cor- 
tes, who made uſe of his own Reaſon of State to 
| hold him more ſecure in Priſon. But at this Time 
Motezuma knowing what Cortes meant by that Of. 

| fer, quitted the firſt Motive as foreign to his pre- 
| ſent Purpoſe, and made uſe of another more artful; 
| for he anſwered, That he was very much obliged 
* to him for the Intention he had to reſtore him to 
*. his Palace; but that he had taken a Reſolution 
< to continue where he was, out of Regard to the 
| « Spaniards; for he knew very well, that as ſoon 
| < as he ſhould be in his Palace, his Nobility and 
| « Miniſters would preſs him to. take up Arms 

= * againſt them, for a Satisfaction of the Wrong he 
1 | < had received. By theſe Means he deſired they 


ſhould underſtand, that he was contented to remain 
in Priſon for their Security, and to protect them | 
with his Authority. Cortes praiſed his Deſign, and | 
made Acknowledgments for the Care he had of | 
| them, as if he intirely believed all he ſaid. They | 
'' both remained ſatisfied with their dextrous Manage- 
| ment, believing they underſtood each other perfectly 
well; and, for their mutual Conveviency, ſuffered 
themſelves to be deceiv'd with that Sort of Cunning 
or Diſſimulation, which Politicians place among the 
Myſteries of Prudence, beſtowing the Name of Vir- 
tue upon that, which indeed is nothing but Artifice. 
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